
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



/ff^^ 




OLOGIGMUBBARY 



ny-^.^ 



Vi 



\ 






n 



THE 

LIFE 

Of 

DARCY. LADY MAXWELL, 

OF POLLOCK; 
LATE OF EDINBURGH: 

COMPILED FROM HER 

i^oluminom Diary and Correspondence ^ 

AND FROM OTHER 

AUTHENTIC DOCUMENTS. 



BY THE REV. JOHN LANCASTER. 



IN TWO VOLUMES. 
VOL. L 



^ My own heart has been ao mueh edified, and animated, \>y 
'what I have read in the Memoirs of persons who h«v^ been 
'eimnent for wfsdom and piety, that I cannot but wish the treasure 
may be more and more increased^ and I would hope that the 
world may gather the like vaitiable fruits from the Lam I am 
now attempting.'* Boodridcb.^— Li/e iff CoL Gardiner, 

— — ** Whose tAiTB follow, considering tlie end of their 

conversation." ^ Paol. 



II9ND0N« 

VRIWTED BT T. tORDECX, FOR T« BLAWiHARD, 14^ iCtTT^ROAO, 

AND 66, PAT£RIfO8TBR.R0W. 

1821. 



fV5 

. PREFACE. 



Eleven years have nearly elapsed, since 
the pious Writer of the following papers ex- 
changed mortality for eternal life. It was 
generally known by her intimate friends, that 
she had left to posterity a tecord of the gra- 
>i cious deahngs of God towards her; and it 
Y . WAS languinely hoped , that this record would 
soon be given to the religious world. These 
hopes, however, were destined for a sjeasori 
to undergo a painful disappointment. Lady 
Maxwell had intrusted her papers to the 
care of the Honourable jMiss Napier, with 
a solemn injunction, that after her Lady- 
ship's decease they should be transmitted 
to one of the Wesleyan Ministers : but she 
neither specified any individual, nor fixed ou 
any particular period, when this obligation 
should be discharged. Thus, a liberty seemed 
to be allowed for the exercise of choice and 
discretion ; and a delay, in delivering up the 
Manuscripts, was the too natural consequence^^ 
^ a2 
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The feelingSy also, were deeply interested m 
this delay. Miss N. had long been an in-- 
mate in the house of her illustrious relative ;. 
had enjoyed the benefit of her pious counsel, 
• holy example, and fervent prayers ; and wheu 
left to lament her loss, fek an almost idolatrous 
attachment to every thing in her possession, 
which had belonged to her departed friend. 
This attachment was frequently assigned to 
the Editor, as the principal, if not the only 
reason, for the detention of these papers : for, 
though Miss N. readily acknowledged that 
her Ladyship's injunction was, on her part, 
binding, and determined to obey it ; yet, she 
indulged a desire to retain the valuable deposit 
until the period of her own dissolutiom 

Six years passed away, and nothing had, 
as yet appeared, to gratify the ardent expec- 
tation of her Ladyship's numerous friends ; 
when the Rev. W. Atherton, a gentleman 
who had been honoured with a personal 
acquaintance, yielding to frequent and earnest 
solicitations, attempted " A Sketch of Tf^E 
Life and Character, of Lady Maxwell." 
This valuable Memoir was first published in 
the Methodist Magazine, in the latter end of 
the year 1816. Its author, considering he 
had to lainent the want of original documents. 
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has certainly delineated the exalted character 
with great fidelity ; and, though he regretted 
the want of " a master's hand/* has executed 
his task in a manner highly honourable to . 
himself* A great part of this Memoir, which, 
with a few omissions, afterwards appeared in 
a respectable Scottish monthly publication, 
hais been introdqced into the present work. 

Still more recently,, even while the Editor 
was preparing these volumes for the press, a 
work, entitled *^ A Christian Sketch of 
Lady Maxwell," was announced to the 
pubUc. This, at first, excited in his mind a 
degree of curiosity. He hoped, however, that 
additional information would thus be com- 
municated, which might enable him to illus* 
trate more fully those manuscripts which 
were then passing under his review ; and he, 
of course, eagerly procured the work^ Hap- 
pily for him, he was already in possession of 
ample materials, or hi^ aK>rtification, like 
that of mimy others, must have been great. 
He found this " Christian Sketch,** thoagh 
coming before the public under the disguised 
pretensions of an original work, little more 
than a mangled, unfair, and, in his estima- 
tion, very disingenuous reprint of the Memoir 
t^ which he has already alluded* 
Aa' 
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It was during the Editor's resideace in 
Edinbui^h, that he became personally ac- 
quainted With Miss Napier, and the ac- 
quaintance had not long been formed, before 
he was requested to visit her, on a sick and 
dying bed. It was then he first learnt the 
nature of that engagement into which she 
had entered, arid received from her, repeated 
. assurances, that it should be sacredly regarded. 
After a tedious and painful affliction, she was 
removed by death ; and the manuscripts, 
with which she had been intrusted, were, by 
her appointment, presented to the Editor, in 
the most obliging manner. These included 
her Ladyship's Diiiry, and the Letters ad- 
dressed to Lady Hope. For most of the 
other Letters he is indebted to the kindness 
of Mrs. Mortimer, formerly Miss Ritchie, 
one of her Ladyship's correspondents. 

On the nature of Lady Maxwell's writings, 
it is now unnecessary for him to give an 
opinion r but he may, perhaps, be indulged 
to state the principle by which he has been 
chiefly guided, in making the present selec- 
tion. The Diary included a period of ^/br/y:- 
two years y and extended over two thmtsand 
three hundred (jwirio pages, closely written ; 
and the Letters in his possession amounted 
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to nearly three hundred. The limits to which 
the pubhcation was confined, would admit 
but a very scanty portion of the originals ; 
yet he hoped that, with care, such a. selec- 
tion might be made, as should leave on the 
reader s mind, the same impressions kA her 
Ladyship's experience and character, as would 
have been produced by^ the perusal of the 
whole. To this^ with him a primary obj^cty 
he has paid the most scrupulous attention. 
It was also in accordance with this principle, 
that he determined to regulate the arrangc- 
uient of the papers, as much as possible, in 
strictly chronologicpil order. Besides, as the 
principle involved an endeavour to present 
her Ladyship's character and conduct, under 
every shade of difference, the reader s pleasure 
and profit was thu» consulted, by securing to 
the selection the greatest possible variety. 
^ With her Ladyship's style, the Editor has 
indulged no liberty, but such as must be 
found necessavy in all posthumous works^ 
which have not received the finishing polish 
of the Author'sown hand. 
< Though he wished to avoid all unnecessary 
€>btrusion of himself on the attention of the 
reader — ^a thing quite unpardonable while in 
<;Qmp^y with Lady Maxwell — ^yet he has> 
I 
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IV here necessity or propriety seemed to de* 
mand it, offered a few occasional remarks, 
which he trusts will be found to give an 
additional interest to these volumes. 

The benefit to be derived from a serious 
perusal of works like the present, has been 
amply described by pious writers of different 
denominations ; and it certainly augurs well 
of the present state of the rfeligieus world, 
that the demand for Christian biography is 
on the increase. Such writings, indeed, are 
peculiarly interesting. They unfold to us 
the secrets of other hearts, and thus qualify 
us, to commune more profitably with our 
own; — " they increase our stock of fiicts^ 
with regard to the human mind, and power- 
tiilly promote our advancement in one of the 
most useful branches of knowledges — the 
knowledge of man ;"— th^y enable us to trace . 
the sublime march of an immortal and re- 
deemed spirit, through the intricacies and 
dangers of this land of peril, to the kingdom 
of our heavenly Father tr-r-they evince the 
efficacy of grace — ^they publish the triumphs 
of faith, the pleasures of devotion, the truth 
of the promises, the faithfulness of God :— 
they especially tend to elevate our hopes ;; 
give a higher and better tone to our feel^ 
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ings, and with a sweet constraining influence 
stimulate to high and laudarble endeavours. 

These are assuredly desirable objects. Are 
we not all in danger of grovelling too much 
in tlie mud aiwl mire of this world*& concerns ? 
• Is there not too much reason to fear, that un- 
just and unworthy notions of the efficacy of 
the atonement^ and of the believer's privi- 
' leges, are extensively prevalent ? Professors, 
:|n general, are consequently resting satisfied 
-with comparatively low and inferior attain^ 
ments. Thus many, who ought to manifest 
-the vigour and stability ai fathers, continue 
'to exhibit all the weakness of infancy y or all 
4he inconstancy oiyauih. These volumes, it 
is confidently hoped, will be found calculated, 
by the blessing of God, to inspire more ex- 
alted views and expectations ; and especially 
aid, in the important duties of thecloset :-^by 
leading the reader to habits of self-inspection ; 
■by laying open to him the recesses of his 
own heart; by enabling him to detect the 
devices of his spiritual adversaries ; by teach- 
ing him the nature and advantages of faith ; 
and, by encouraging him to expect the opera- 
tion of God the Spirit on his soul: he will 
thus be prepared for the fervours of devotion, 
become cjualified to " worship God in the 
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Spirit,'* be deterfnined to follow the Lord 
fully, and go from his private sanctuary 
strengthened tor the discharge of the varied 
duties of his high and honourable calling. 

Though Lady Maxwell was decided in her 
own religious views, she cheerfully gave the 
right hand of fellpwship to all who love our 
Lord Jesus Christ* When times and seasons 
seemed either to justify or demand it, she 
did not hesitate firmly to avow her principles ; 
but she was never fond of controversy i-^ 
and, she greatly lamented that Christians 
should suffer any non-essential points of dif- 
ference to diminish their affection for one 
another^ or to destroy that union and. co- 
operation which should ever subsist among 
them. , The Editor trusts he has been in- 
fluenced by the same spirit:— *he has fear- 
lessly stated facts, but he wished to avoid all 
contentious disputation. The religious senti- 
ments of her Ladyship are now fairly sub- 
mitted to the candid investigation of the 
religious public ; and certainly these can be 
no further important, than as they accord 
with the infallible standard of truth : but for 
piety to God — fol* benevolence to man — for 
deadness to the world — and for her^strenuous 
endeavours to promote the interests of Sion, 
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and the salvation of souls^ Lady Maxwell-s 
•example may be safely recommended as 
worthy the imitation of all, who are seeking 
for glory, immortality, and eternal life. 



THE EDITOR. 



JBrotnpton, Kenty 

March 6, 1821. 
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THE LIFE OF 

DAHCY, LADY MAXWELL, 



VEOM LADY If»-'S INfANCY TO THE PERIOD OF HER 
CONYBRpiOX. 



PreUminartf Obtervations — Lady M— '« Birth^ Pa* 
reniagey and Education — she remova to Edinburgh 
^^to London — returns to ' Scotland^^is married t0 
Sir JValter Maxwell-^Death of Sir Walter ^ and 
infant Son^—she becomes penitent^corresponds with 
. Mr. Wesley^oins his Society — obtains Mercy. 



THE design of Christianity 19 to raise the 
s^oul of man to a participation of the Divine 
nature. As it came from God^ so it leads to 
Ood. U is:a beam^ shining forth from the Deity 
bimselfj to irradiate that path which conducts 
to immortal life. . In its adaptation to secure this 
object^ we perceive the depths of the riches, 
both of the wisdom and knowledge of its Divine 
Author, It finds man enveloped with darkness, 
and translates him into marvellous light: — it 
finds him guilty, and points him to the Lamb 

Vol. I. B 
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of God that taketh away the sin of the world : — 
it finds him depraved and miserable, and directs 
him to a fountain open for sin and uncleanness. 
By the evidences <>f its divinity $ tlie auWimity of 
its doctrines; the efficacy of its atonement ; the 
purity and benevolence of its precepts ; the energy 
of its motives ; and the glory of its rewards ; the 
understanding is enlightened, the judgement con- 
vinced, and the noblest affections of thfe sotfl 
called into exercise. But this Divine system de- 
mands from man, would he enjoy the blessings 
it offers to communicate, something more than 
mere speculation. It requires, riot oi^y his pro- 
found attention aud admiration, but ftlso his im- 
plicit credence and cheerful acquiesceaee ; not 
6nly the homage of the understanding, but also 
the willing «acpififee of the heart, it is, when he 
makes an unreserved surrender of/btmself to its 
guidance and authority ; when he hastens, as a 
conscious sinner, to 'shelter himself under the 
wings of the atonement ; .and yields to its puri- 
fying spirit; that it conducts him dnwardUa the 
possession of certain ^nd unfading bUsB« Vhed it 
is, the gospel comes to him, not ^^ in word only, 
but also in power, and in the-H^^ly GHi^t, and in 
mudi assurance ;" " castiiig dowm inmginations, 
and every high thing that eKalteth iteelf against 
the knowledge of God, and bringing intQca^imty 
every thought to the obedience-of •Christ :'* then 
it is, that grace a^jpends the throne of tfaq hearty 
and there reigns ** through righteousness unto 
fcternal life, by Jesus Christ our Lord/' He now 
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^^ ^vorshipfi Ood in the Spirit, rejoiceth in Christ 
Jesus^ and has no confidence in the flesh/' 

" The kingdom of God is not meat and drink, 
but righteousness, aotid peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost." The important distinction between a 
religion nierely external and formal, and that 
which has its seat in the heart, vital in its prin- 
ciples, and purifying in its tendencies, caimot be 
too frequently, nor too closely pressed apon the 
attention. The necessity of tiie latter should be 
clearly slated ; its nature and effects should be 
constaally held up to view. In the ministry of 
the Saviour, and ius immediate successors in 
the sacred office, we find a perpetual recuiTence 
to thesetopics } they hold a prominence, which 
cannot ibi^ overlooked but by the most careless 
observers. In the succeeding ages of the Gharch^ 
just in proportion as a faith working by love and 
' purifying the heart has been insisted on, genuine 
Christianity has prevailed, adorning the life with 
the fruits of righteousness, and stretching over 
the habitation of mortals, a glory an^ defence. 
Secure purity of heart, and rectitude of conduct 
will follow. Make the tree good, and the fruit 
also will be good. On this foundation alone, 
must rest all rational hopes of a morality, at once 
pure, benevolent, and disinterested ; and to attain 
all thes^ important results, there must be a living 
union with Jesus : — ^** Abide in me, and 1 in you. 
As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except 
it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except 
ye abide in me." 

B 2 
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These vital principles of the religion of the 
Son of God, perhaps, never more successfully 
unfold themselves to the attention of mankind, 
than when their energies are displayed in the 
actual experience, enjoyments, and doings of 
eminent Christians. These, while living, are 
lights to the world, shedding a radiance on all 
within the sphere of their action. Their example 
is at once lovely, and powerfully influential ; and 
though dead, many of them continue to speak. 
By the pious records they have left behind^ they 
set forth the power of Divine grace, in fitst sub- 
jugating their own hearts ; and then^ in leading 
them forward, from the joys of conquest, to the 
possession of an eternal crown < They beckon 
to posterity, to follow them as they followed 
Christ. By publishing their errors, they warn 
of danger; by telling of their conflicts, they 
summon still contending champions to gird on 
the whole armour of God ; by recording the tro- 
phies they have won, they unfurl the banners of 
the cross ; and proclaim, as with shouts of tri- 
umph, certain victory to all who continue faithful 
unto death. 

On these and other accounts, it is conceived, 
such records of the Divine goodness should 
rarely, if ever, be suffered to remain in the 
shades of oblivion. They are' as so many monu- 
ments, erected to the praise and glory of God : 
they are calculated to be extensively beneficial 
to men ; they afford instruction, in one of its 
most pleasing forms, on subjects of the highest 
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iroport to every candidate for immortality. In- 
deed the charms of Bic^raphy have long been both 
felt and acknowledged. We follow the states- 
man, the poet,. the historian, the philosopher, 
along their. short career of hard-earned fame, 
with peculiar interest 5 and each in his place may 
teach us some useful lesson. But, while we linger 
here, our views and our gratifications are all con* 
fined within the narrow limits of this trai\sitory 
world. Our admiration may be excited, as we 
gasse on the laurels so nobly won, and so grate- 
fully entwined : but little, if any thing, is taught 
us, that stands immediately connected with the 
welfare ol the soul, or with a preparation for a 
coming eternity. And, yet,, while contemplating 
the illostribus achievements of the ^' mighty 
dead," we cannot escape the conviction, that all 
the enjoyments and gratifications allied to earth, 
are hastening to an end; we cannot but feel a 
desire to learn how to secure joys, lasting as our 
nature ; durable as the throne of the Exbrnal. 
Chfistiaa biography, then, has this superior claim 
upon our attention 3 it teaches us not only how to 
live, but also how to die; not only how to ac- 
quire the most valuable acquisitions for time, 
but also, how to secure the endless felicities of 
eternity. Under these impressions, the Editor 
^ entertains a confident hope, that the fallowing 
Memorial will be read with lasting benefit by 
many, and thus ultimately redound to the glory 
of God. 

B 3 
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LADY MAXWELL'S maiden name wn& Darcy 
Brisbane. She was the youngest daughter of 
the late Thomas Brisbane^ Esq. of Brisbane^ in 
the County of Ayr, and parish of Largs.* ^ It 
does not appear, that there was any thing in 
Miss D. Brisbane's childhood, indicative of her 
future distinguished eminence in piety. To the 
drawings- of the Father, the teachuigs of the 
Spirit, and the first influences of grade, she re- 
mained inattentive ^ and, during the early years 
of her life, was an entire, stranger to all painful 
apprehensions, arising from a consciousness of 
guilt. She was, indeed, from a child distin- 
guished by a feeling^ humai^^ and charitable 
disposition. In after life she would often men* 
tion the high degree .of pleasure which she had 
enjoyed, even at that early period, in relieving 
the necessities of the poor;r and cm some 
occasions, in taking off part of ^ber own cloiihes, 
to cover the shiyermg Iknbs of'poordlildren^ 
'Hiis, however, as sfae was ncciBtomfid! t6 observe, 
arose from the mere impulse of geoenms fieelv 
ing, not bemg the efifeet of religiouRr pcinoipie. 
She had not as yet any comriction, that a bene- 
volence like this, is the imperative duty of every 
Christian. In those charities, she had no re^ 
ference to the glory of God : but the >sympathies 

* The family of Brisbane is of vconsiderablc antiquity. 
The present descendants are in possession of an elbow- 
chair made of oak, having^the family arms, with the date 
1357, carved on the back. 

Guide through Scotlandy Vol. I, p. 257. 
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of her nature were thus gi-atified, and therefore 
$he Ipved, to indulge them. In the subsequent 
periods of her history, when her mind was 
enligbt^necl, and her heart purified through obe- 
dience to the truth; this amiable disposition, 
invigpcated by the principles, and guided by 
the precepts of the gospel, will be seen put- 
ting forth all its energies, to diminish, as much 
9$ possible, the general mass of human wretch* 
edness. 

Miss Brisbane received the first rudiments of 
an education, suited to her prospects in life, 
under the paternal roof; which was afterwards 
matured and completed in that seat of every 
mental accomplishment, the city, of Edinburgh. 
While she remained here, nothing particular 
occurred which has been recorded ; only, that she 
was remarkable for quickness of mind, a high 
sense of propriety of conduct, and a peculiar 
ekvation of spirit. From Edinburgh she removed 
to London, for th^s purpose of being presented 
at court, and was thus introduced into the first 
(drcles of rank and fashion. During her stay in 
Lppdon, she lived with Lord and Lady Lothian, 
the Marobipness of Lothian being her aunt. Her 
residence in the southern metropolis was, how-* 
ev^, but ibr a short season.; the Marchioness, 
who was a pious lady, was soon called to her 
reward ; and on this event, Miss B. returned 16 
her native land. One circumstante which oc- 
curred while she remained in London, and which 
often afterwards affected her mind with wonder 
B 4 
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and joy, is worthy of being noticed. Being then 
about sixteen years of i^e, she went down to a 
small villa in the neighbourhood of London 
which belonged to her uncle. While walking 
one day in the garden, the gardener, encouraged 
by her serious interesting appearance, came up 
to her, and with all humility addressing her, 
stated the deep distress of soul, under which he 
then laboured in consequence of sin ; and in effect 
inquired, "What must I do to be saved ?•' The 
young lady was affected on witnessing his sorrow, 
and such directions and encouragements were 
. given in the way of reply, as were the means, 
under God^ of leading the poor inquirer to a 
knowledge of the Saviour. He immediately ex- 
changed the '^ spirit of heaviness,*' for ^^ the gar- 
ment of praise," and went on his way exulting 
in the God of his salvation. Thus '^ out of the 
mouths of babes and sucklings God ordaineth 
strength 5" for this, as Lady M — used to observe, 
, happened at a time when she was as ignorant of 
the truth, and- of the meaning of the words she 
had employed, as the ground oh which she stood. 
Soon after her return from London, she en- 
tered into the marriage state, with Sir Walter 
Maxwell, Bart, of Pollock.^> This union was 

* The immediate ancestor of this gr^at branch [th^Max* 
well's of Pollock] of the most noble family of Nithsdale^ 
: was, Homerus de Maxwell, Lord of Carlaverook ; who 
lived in the reigns of King Alexand^ the 2d and 3d. He 
married Mary, daughter and heiress of Roland de Meamesy * 
with whom he got a great accession to his estate in. the 



DARCY^ LJa>Y MAXWELL. 9* 

much to her mind^ and seemed^ for a timei to 
open vnde fields of worldly enjoyment to her 
visionary fancy and aspiring hopes. But this 
vision of earthly bliss w^ soon ended,, aud ap- 
peared shorter than the last watch of the night. 
In little more than two years she was deprived, 
of her husband by death ; and in six weeks after, 
of her son and only child ; and thus, was left a 
widow at nineteen years of age. This painful 
dispensation of Providence, by which the Lord 
left no rival to dispute his claim to the sole em- 
pire of her affection, was sanctified by his grace 
to the salvation of her soul. For finding by ex- 
perience how soon those sources may be dried 

west of Scotland, tiz. the lands of Baronies of Mearns, 
Nether Pollock, Dryps, ^Caldervrood, &c.&c. 

8ir Walter MaxWell was the second son of John MaxweU, 
of Blajparthili, who, upon the death of Sir John Maxwell 
of Pollock, succeeded to his estate and honours, and was 
fourth Bai'onet of Pollock. 

Vid§ Douglases Baronage^ p. 4d0->452. 

For the origin, grandeur, and antiquity of the great and 
illustrioas name of Maxwell, 

Vide Dcughi^M Peerage^ p. 514. 

The Editor regrets, that he has not been able to ascertain 
the exact dates of either her Ladyship's birth ot marriage. 
The Records of the Church ail Largs, were carefully 
searched by a iiiend, but no register of these eyents could 
be met with; owipg, as it is supposed, to a volume of 
these recovds beit.g either mislaid or lost. Calculating, 
howerer, from highly probable daia^ her ladyship appears 
to hav« been bom about the year 1743-— to have married in 
. 176iMb««llBe a widow in I7^1--<a]|d died in 1810, aged 68. 

B 5 
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up, from which misjudging mortals calculate on* 
drawing their earthly delights, Darcy Lady Max- 
well's mind, wa« thence kd to seek its rest in 
God, making the Author of her being, the foun- 
tain of her enjoyment. But as she was never 
known to mention her husband, nor yet her 
child, after their death ; and as her conversion to 
God was closely connected with those evehts, to 
learn the particulars of that important change, 
became a delicate subject of inquiry, and to 
which she would never advert but with reluctance 
and brevity. To her most intimate friend, she 
has been known to remark in one short sentence; 
^^ 6€d brought me to himself by q0iefions /" The 
following extract from her diary, as it affeetingly 
alludes to those painful privations, and more 
fully illustrates the early stages of her religious 
experience than any other part of her writings, 
shall be here inserted, though not strictly in 
chronological order. It is dated 

" Sep. 3, 1772- This morning the Lord col- 
lected my thoughts^ and fixed my mind in me- 
ditation upon his dealings with me ever since I 
was a child. And, O ! what abundant matter 
did I recollect, calculated to excite my wonder, 
gratitude, and love. How has be from my ear- 
liest days hedged up aiy path. When following 
the dictates of Satan, and my own wicked heart ; 
he with a strong hand, yet by degrees, rescued 
me from the ways of the destroyer. He gra- 
dually enlightened my mind, shewed me the evil 
of sin^ ^nd gaite me ar<ient desires after moml 
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rectitude. Then he caused the son of prosperity 
to shine resplendent upon me^ and gave me to 
taste of what the world calls happhiess^ — ^the pos- 
sesdioQ of nches^ hoi^our^ and pleasure. But^ hq 
saw I could not bear this, and therefore with a 
hand graciously severe, tore all from me, niitil 
the language of my poor heart, almost callous 
with reiterated strokes of his rod, was — 

' Fate drop the curtain, I can lose no more.' 

I did not then know, that the thoughts of my 
God towards me, even in these dispensations of 
almost immingled woe, were thoughts of peace, 
and not of evrl. Having thus brought me into 
the wilderness, he spoke comfortably to me; 
drew me with the cords of love, as with the 
bands of a man; taught me as 1 could bear 
them, the lessons of his grace;— rjhe informed my 
judgement, but^r^^ affected my heart. Without 
this, I should have gone heavily on^ if at all. 
The passions, under proper regulations, answer 
a noble end in religion. All the rational infor-. 
mation and conviction the mind of man is ca 
pable of receiving, would, I think, effect but 
little, without the aid of these Avarm auxiliaries. 
With me, the Lord made them mutually to assist 
each other ; and by the effectual operations of 
his Holy Spirit upon both, clearly convinced me 
-of my original pollution, in consequence of 
Adam's sin ; and of my guilt, in consequence of 
my iaccumulated transgressions; whereby I must 
have reraaineii' for (^ver miserable, without ia 
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saving interest in Christ, Yet in this wtetched 
state, I had little, if any, of these dreadful 
terrors of hell and damnation which many ex- 
perience. The Lord so tempered judgement with 
mercy, that I was rather drawn than driven ; and 
generally was supported, and often comforted, 
with hopes of obtaining all that was necessary 
for happiness* He gave n^e line upon line, pre- 
cept upon precept, here a little and there a little ; 
till, at lasti having feared God for some years, 
the Sun of Righteousness arose upon my soul 
with heialing in his wings. He dispelled the cloud, 
removed condemnation, and for great bitterness 
gave sweet peace ; ^ tne law of the^ Spitit of 
life in Christ Jesus made me free from the law of 
sin and death/ And then, O my God, 

*■ My chains fell off, my heart was free, ' 

I rose, iVent forth, and foUoived Thee.' '' 

The latter part of this valuable extract, anti- 
cipates a period in Lady Maxwell's experience 
to which the reader has not as yet been gradually 
conducted; some intermediate stages may yet 
be traced. The passage is here adduced chiefly 
to shew, that it was in the school of painful be- 
reavement she was first taught the comparative 
emptiness q{ all worldly good^ and led to seek 
for a felicity at once puv^, substantial, and j)er- 
manent. Thus is Providence, in its varied events, 
rendered subservient to the purposes of grace, 
and one of the means of salvation : — thus are 
our greatest trials proved to be but disguised 
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blessings^ and from the most dea^jUy bitters in 
this world are extracted immortal sweets. By- 
afflictions sanctified^ the mind is hmnbledand 
the will bent ; our strong grasp of the world is 
broken ; the vanity of its enjoyments^ and their 
insufficiency to meet the wants of the mind^ are 
fully dibplayed. By afflictions the heart is often 
^oftened^ and opened for the admission of troth, 
and disposed to seek a portion above. Seasons of 
affliction ought, therefore, to be improved, both 
in respect of ourselves and others ; in the former, 
as affiNrding a mean of getting good ; — and in 
the latter, as furnishing an advantageous season 
of being useful to others. For not Lady Max- 
well only, but hundreds in the Church militant, 
and thousands in the Church triumphant, say, 
" God brought me to himself by afflictions." 
Nor because, in the first instance, God has not 
thundered into the soul terrific peals from Mount 
Horeb, shaking the heart like an earthquake; 
nor by the melting strains of Zion^ moved the 
rock to contrition, are we thence to question the 
reality of conviction of sin, nor the genuineness 
of conversion to God. For these afflictions are 
useful only, as they drive or draw us to that 
gospel which is full of Christ, and hence Is 
*' the power of God unto salvation." 

It was while Lady^Max well remained the child of 
sorrow, that she became acquainted with that part 
of the Church of Christ with which she was afterj- 
wards associated, and of which she remained jk 
distinguished and useful member until she wiis 
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it might fix on him alone. How far the design of 
his love has succeeded^ I could not well |udge 
from a short conversation. Your Ladyship will 
therefore give me leave to inquire^ Is the he^fvi- 
ness you frequently feel, merely owing to weak- 
ness of body, and the loss *of near relations ? 
I will hope it is not. It might, indeed, at first 
spring from these outward pressures. But did 
not the gracious Spirit of God strike in, and take 
occasion from these, to convince you of sin, of 
unbelief, of the want of Christ ? And is not the 
want of this, one great cause, if not the greatest, 
of your present distress ? If so, the greatest 
danger is, either that you should stifle that con- 
viction, not suffering yourself to ,be convinced, 
that you are all sin, the chief of sinners; or, 
that you should heal the wound slightly, that 
'you should rest before you know Christ is your*s, 
before his Spirit witnesses with your spirit, that 
you are a child of God. My dear lady, be not 
afraid to know yourself; yea, to know yourself, 
as you are known. How soon then will you 
"know your Advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the Righteous ! And why not this day ? 
Why not this hour, if you feel your want ? I 
beseec^h the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to look upon you now ! O give thy 
servant power to believe ! To see and feel how 
thou hast loved her ! Now let her sink down into 
the arms of thy love, and say unto her soul, 
* I am thy salvation.* 
*^ With regard to particular advices, I know not 
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how faryour Ladyship would hav^ me to proceed, , 
I would not be backward to do any thing in my 
power: and yet I wouldxiiot obtrude. But in 
any respect you may command^ 
^^ My dear lady, 
^^ Your Ladyship's affectionate servant, 

"J.Wbslby." 

. The above letter appears to have been written 
at the request of Lady Maxwell. In her reply, 
she had evidently ^opened her mind to this 
eminent minister of Christ with frankness and 
candour. This produced the following, from 
which it may be safely inferred, she had not yet 
attained redemption in the blood of Je^s ; but 
saw her need, and was seeking for it with in- 
creasing ardour, though not perhaps in the way 
of simple faith. 

« Munchetiery July 10, 1764. 
*^ My bbae Labt, 

^* Till I had the pleasure of receiving your's, 
I was almost in doubt, whether you would thmk 
it worth your while to write or not. So much 
the more I rejoiced, when the doubt was re* 
moved in so agreeable a manner. I cannot but 
think of you often: I seem to see you just by 
me, panting after God, under the heavy pressure 
of bodily weakness and fdntness, bereaved of 
your, dearest relatives, convinced that ycm lu*e 
a sinner, a debtor that has nothing to pay, and 
just ready to cry out, 

* Jcsu, now I Ve lost my aU, 
Let me on thy bosom fall.* 
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" Aopfen, Lord Jesiis I Speak^ for thy servwt 
heareth ! Speak thyself into het heart ! Lift up 
the hands that hang dpwn, and the feeble knees^. 
Let her see thee full of grace and truths and 
make her glad with the light of thy countenance ! 

'^ Do not stop, my- dear lady, one moment, 
" because yx)u have not felt sorrow enough.!' 
Your friend above has felt enough of it foi^.you : 

* O Lamb of God, was ever pain, 
Was ever love like thine*' 

Look, look unti) him, and be thou saved I He is 
not a God afar off! He is now hovjering over 
you with eyes of tenderness and love ! Only be- 
lieve I Then he turns your heaviness into joy. 
Do' not think you are not humble, enough, not 
contrite enough, not earnest, enqu^. You are 
nothing : but Christ is all. And he is your's ! 
The Lord God write it upon yourlieart^ and take 
you fbr an habitation of God thimigh the Spirit. 
. ^^ O that yoH may be ever as dead to the world, 
m- you are now* I apprehend the greatest danger- 
from that quarter. If you should be imtuoed to 
seek happiness out of jChrist, how soon would 
your good desires vanish !: Especially, if. you 
should give way to the temptation, to wbkh your 
person, your youth, and yom? fortmie, will not 
fail to expo^ yoo. If you escape this snare, I 
triffit.you will be a real Christian, having the 
power, as well as the form, of religion* I expect 
you will then have likewise better health and 
spirits : perhaps to«morrow. Bttt^ ! take Christ 
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to-day! I long to have you happy in him! 
Surely few hfeve a more earnest desire of yonr 
hapjriness, than, 

« My very dear lady, 
**" Your Ladyship's most affectionate servant, 

^J.Weslby.'' 

The nature and progress of Lady Maxwell's 
experi^jce may be ferther gathered from a cove- 
nant with God, into which she now entered, arid 
afterwai-ds renewed at different times daring a 
succession of years. The practice of covenanting 
with God must be acknowledged to be very an- 
crent, and as it has a scriptural warrant, a Divine 
sanction, so its utiKty has frequently been proved 
both by individuals and collective bodies of 
Christians. That which is here copied, is dated 
August 9th, 1764, and is as follows : ' 

^^ I am this day renewing a covenant made 
with God in Jan. 1762, but never wriy;en until 
now : Lord, help me in this great work. It is 
in the view of thy great strength almie that I am 
atfempting it, being altogef her unable in myself 
to vow ufito thee, or to perform. Vet I would, 
in obedfeBce to thy command, lay hold on thy 
strength^ that I may be able to make peace with 
thee ; and, blessed- be thy great namcj' thtrti hast 
said, tha^ such shall make peace with- thee, 
Isa. xxvii. 5. If thou. Lord, wilt nlanifest thy 
dear Son to me, clear up my evidence of my 
interest iii him, shed abroad his love at all times 
in my heart, arid let me fed hhn ever drawmg me 
to himself wth the cords of love, and with the 
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bands of a man : and in times of trial make bis 
strength perfect in my weakness, and not desert 
me in duty nor in temptation : if thou. Lord, 
wilt do these great things for nie, then, in thy 
strength, I give myself unto thee, soul, body, 
and spirit, in the bonds of an everlasting cove- 
nant never to be forgotten. Despairing in niyself, 
I flee to the great refuge set before me, Jesus 
Christ the righteous, desiring to accept of him 
as my Prophet, my Priest, and my King. I give 
up my heart wholly to him, earnestly praying, 
that he may empty it of sin and vanity, and fill 
it with his Immortal Self, that he at all times may 
be the object of my warmest wishes. Lengage, 
Lord, if thou wilt give me thy strength, ever to 
espouse thy cause and interest in the world, how- 
ever it may be despised ; and to esteem thy re- 
proach more than fine gold. . 

' '^ No cross, no suffering I decline, 
Only make my heart ijl thine ?' 

But, Lord, if thou dost not that, I shall fall a 
prey to every temptation, and so perish 5 for thou 
knowest the deceitfulness of my heart, and how 
hardened it is by sin, so that nothing but thy 
love can allure it. Bat, Lord, as thou art in 
Christ, reconciling the world to thyself, I believe 
that in him thou art pure, universal love : that 
.thy tenderness to those who are seeking thee 
through him, is inconceivable; therefore into 
that ocean of mercy I desire to plunge myself. 
O give me strong ftdth to lay Ubld oa those 
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precious promises which thou hast given, for 
Divine teaching, pardon, and sanctification ; and 
now, Lord, I give myself and my resolutions 
into thy hand, do thou make them goody and 
let none pluck me out of thy hand, that I may 
be thine in that day when thou makest up thy 
jewels. — Signed, Darcy Maxwell/ " 

*The parents of Lady Maxwell were members 
of the Established Church of Scotland. A Church, 
which, for its approximation to Scripture in its 
constitution ; the learning, talents, and respect- 
ability of its ministers ; the extent of information 
on religious subjects among its members, and 
the general tone of doctrine held forth in it, 
wasy in the opinion of Whitefield, and is, in the 
opinion of many equally unprejudiced and uniifi- 
terested, the besi National Establishment in the 
world. In this Church, Lady M— • had been 
educated ; in it she received much spiritual profit, 
from the stated labours of many pious and able 
ministers then resident in Edinburgh ; and con- 
tinued occasionally to attend the ministry of the 
word, and r^ularly to communicate with its 
members to the end of her life.* But she pos- 
sessed a mind superior to party views, or party 
distinctions: her soul was truly catholic. She 
soon began to distinguish between what is merely 
human in the varied modes of religion, and what 
is Divine. To its circumstantials she was not 
indifferent, but she attached a paramount im- 
portance to what is essential. These enlarged 
and beqevolent views led her to admire true 
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pietywherever8befouiid.it, whether- within of 
witliout the precincts of this or that particular 
denomination; and to avail herself of every 
mean. Providence held out to her, for the attain- 
ment; of this. Pearl of. great price* - And, be- 
lieving, after mature deliberation, that many ad- 
ditional means would be afforded her,, by forming 
a closer union with that body of Christians in 
connexion with the Rev, John Wesley, she about 
this period became a regular member of his So- 
ciety. In doing this,^.she relinquished no pri- 
vilege formerly enjoyed, suffered no abatement 
.of attachment to the establishment of her coun- 
try ; : but continued equally to revere and love 
whatever in it was excellent, and still to the ut- 
most of her power, afforded "without partiality," 
her countenance and aid for the furtlierance of 
true religion in every varied department of the 
Church of Christ. On her informing Mr. Wesley 
of the important step she had taken, he sent her 
the following seasonable advice. 
"Mydba^Lady, Sept. 22, 1764. 

"You need be under no manner of appre- 
hension of writing too often to me. The more 
frequent your letters are, the more welcome they 
will be. When I have not heard from yon for 
some time, I begin to be fiill of fears : I am 
afraid, either that your bodily weakness increases, 
or that your desires after God grow cold. I con- 
sider, you are at present but a tender, sickly 
plant, easily hurt by any rough blast. But I 
trusty 4his will not be so long : for you have a 
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strong Help^. And the JLbrd^ ^hom yoa serve, 
though feebiy And imperfectly, will snddaoly 
cotne to his teazle. When, Lord? Are all 
things ready. now? Here i^ the sinner: one 
whose mqath is stopped 3 who has nothing, to pay } 
who pleads ^neither her own h^armlessness, nor 
works, nor.good desires, nor sincerity: but can 
adopt tbatsttmnge woird, 

' I gbte lip every pSea bende^ ' 
L^r^y J amdamn'd; but thou ^^t died/ 

He has died : therefore you shall liye. O do not 
reason against him! Let him take you';>Dw! 
Let him tajce you just as you are^ jan^ ii^^ke you 
what is acceptable in his sight, 

^^ It gives me pleasure indeed, to hear that God 
has given you resfcohition to joii) the Society* 
Undoubtedly you will suffer repro^h on the ac- 
count ; but it is the eeproach of Christ. And you 
will have large amends, when the Spirit of glory 
and of God shall rest upon you. . Yet I foresee a 
danger: At first ypu will be inclined to think, 
that all the members of the Society are in earnest. 
And when, you find, that some are . otherwise, 
(which will always be the case, in so largQ a body 
of ipeople,): then prejudice mfty easily stc^al in, 
and ex£eediogly weaken your souU O beware of 
this rock ftf.oflfettce. When you se^ aiijy thing 
amiss, (upon h/earsay you w^ill n^t ?«a4ily receive 
it,) remember our Lord's word> " What is that 
to thee? Follov^^ thouwi^." And I entreat you, 
do not regard the half Methodists, (if we must 
use the name.) Do not niind them, who en- 
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deavour to hold Chriat in one hand> and the 
world in the other. I want j^ou to be all a Chris- 
tian, spch a Christian as the Marquis de Renty, 
or Gregory Lopez was ! Such a one as that saint 
of God, Jane Cooper I All sweetness, all gen- 
tleness, all love! Metfainks yx>u are just what 
she was, when I saw her first. I shrink at the 
thqugbt of seeing you what she was, when I saw 
her last.* But why sb6uld I ? What is all the 
pain of one that is glorifying God in the fires, 
with ^ Father, into thy hands I comnnend my 
spirit.' 

" May I^not take upon me to give you one 
advice more ! Be very wary how you contract 
new acquaintance. All, even sincere people^, will 
not profit f/oii. I should be pained at your con- 
versing frequently with any but those who are 
of a deeply-serious spirit, and who speak closely 
to the point; You need not condemn themy and 
yet you may say, * This will not do for me.* 

^^May He that loves you, richly supply all 
yonr wants, and answer your enlarged desires ! 
So prays, my very dear lady, your affectionate 
ser\'an t, J . Wesjley.' ' 

Her Ladyship had not as yet coinmenced a 
regular diary, but wrote occasionally, when about 
to participate of the Supper of her Lord. A few 
extracts from these, with Mr. Wesley's corres- 
pondence, will conduct us to the period when 
she was enabled to believe with her heart unto 

* An allusion to J. C — 's last illness^ She died of the 
small-pox. Ed. 
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righteousness 5 an<}, consequently, obtained 
**'peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ." 
In' March, 1765, she writes: — "In the view 
of the Sacrament to-morrow, I feel an incli- 
nation in the strength of God to renew my 
former engagements to be the Lord's, being in 
some degree convinced, that there is no lasting 
peace but in his favour, iand no solid happiness 
but in his friendship; both of which I desire to 
believe. Blessed Lord, thou art in mercy offer- 
ing salvation to a lost world, for the sake of thy 
deiar Son, through whom alone I would presume 
to dov^nant with thee. He hath died, O God, 
and that is my only plea ; reject me not, though ' 
in myself only fit for hell, but accept of me in 
the Beloved. O Jesus, undertake for me ; make 
me thine in the bond of an everlasting covenant, 
for I give myself unto thee : incline my heart 
iinto thee and thy ways, and O seal me thine to- 
morrow at thy own table. I would give up my 
heart to thee, O take it, reign for ever In it, and 
subject all that is in me to thyself. Ip time of 
trft^l, stand by me, sustain me in the path of 
duty, let me not start, aside ; fill me with love ; 
and thine, and only thine, in thy strength I pro- 
mise to be. Signed, D.M.*' 

On the 23d 9f April, of this year, Mr. Wesley 
agwn visited Edinburgh in his wa]^ to Ireland, 
and had a short interview with her Ladyship. 
This afforded mutual satisfaction. He found her* 
steadfast, humble, and" contrite, but not yet in 
possession of peace. And it would seem, from 

Vol.1. C 
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the following letter, that hU diseriminatkig; eye ■, 

had detected in this youi^ disdple the remittns 

o£ a legal spirits Though she herself might ,be^ 

unconscioias of it^ and certunly it tras contrary^ 

io her creeds yet he feared sbe was in ^oime 

measure dq>endiD^ on her own domgs for «c% 

<eptaace with God. To this danger he was ever 

sensibly alive, and therefore seized an early oppor*- 

tuiutj to oaution her Ladyship s^nst it, uid to 

ui^ her to expect justifying mercy simply by 

fsdth, through the atoning mmt of an all-suf- 

fident Redeemer. Surely none who r^ad the 

following epistles will continue either to- think, 

or to insinuate, that this venerable minister of 

the gospd taught salvation by the deeds of the 

law. 

''Londonderry.^ Ma^^S^ 1765. 

^' My DEAR Lady, 

^^ It is not easy for me to express the sa«- 

tisfactiou I received in the few hours I lately 

spent with you. Before I saw yeu^ I had many 

fears concerning you, lest your concern for the 

one thing should be abated, lest your desites 

should be cooled, or your mind a little j^nrt, by 

any of the things which have lately occurred.* 

* Mr. Wesley alludesf to 4Jbe r€^ubliea%ion ef a certain 
vTQrk^ -y/bkh about this petiod excited mach idie limd tin- 
profitable speculation. In his journal he wdtes, Apcil 23, of 
this year, *' I preached at Ikinbar about noon, and in the 
erentng at Edinburgli. My comifig was quite seasonable, 
(liiough mie:<cpected) as ik^Bt bad letters, published in tb^ 
name ef Mr^iHervey, aoMl reprinted faHre 'by Mr.- John 
Krskine, bad made a great degl of neise.'^ 

Wesley's Works, Vol. IV: p. 234. 
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So mmdk the greater aras my joy, wben all those 
feairs ^N^ra remoyed: when I fovmd the same 
opeanem and sweetness as before, both in your 
^ritand conversation, and the same earaestxiess 
of desire after the only tiling, which deserves the 
^prhole stPBK^th of our affection. ( believe ten- ^ 
demess and stcadhiess are seldom planted by ^ 
nature in one «pirit« But what is too hainl lor ' 
Almtgiftty grace ? Thh can give strength and soft^ 
ness together. This is able to fiIlyo«r soal with 
aH fimmess, as wdl as witih all gentleness. And 
beremtd are yoH called ; for nothing less than 
sAl 4iie mind which was in Ctirist Jesus. 

^^ It is withgreat pleasure that I observed yoar 
fixed resoltttioi), »ot to rest in any thing short of 
this* i know not why you shooM ; why should 
you be content with beifig ftatf a dmsUan^ de- 
voted partlly to God, and partly to the werW, or 
move properly to the devil. Nay, b^ let us be 
all for God ! He has created the whole, our 
whole body, soul, and spirit. He that boilght 
ns hatJi redeemed th% whole : and let him take 
the purchase of his blood ! Let him sanctify the 
whole, that all we have and are, may be a sa- 
crifice of praise and thanksgiving ! 

^* \ am not afraid of yom- being satisfied with 
less than this : but I am afraid of your seeking 
itthe w^ong way. Hei'e is the danger, that you 
should seek it, not by faith, but as it were, by 
the woAs of the law. See how exactly the 
apostle speaks : you do not ^eek it directly j but 
OS it were by works. . I fear lest this should be 
your case, which might i-etard yonr recelving^itHe 
C 2 
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blessing. Christ has died {or you : he has bought 
pardon for you. Why should you not receive it 
now ? While you have this paper in your hand ? 
Because you have no^cfon^ thus or thus? See your 
own works ! Because you are not thus and thusi 
More contrite ? More earnest ? More sincere ? 
See your otvn righteousness ! O let it all go! None 
but Christ ! None but Christ ! And if he abme 
is sufficient^ if what he has suffered and done, if 
his blood and righteousness are enough : they 
are nigh thee! In thy mouth and in thy heart ! 
See, all things are ready ! Do not wait for tbls 
or that preparation ! For soniething to bring to 
God ! Bring Christ ! Rather, let him bring you. 
Bring you home to God ! Lord Jesus, take her ! 
Take her' and all her sins ! Take her, as she is! 
Take her now ! Arise, why tarriest thou ! Wash 
away her sins ! Sprinkle her with thy blood ! 
Let her i^ink down into the arms of thy love, and 
cry out. My Lord and my God ! 

*^ Let me hear from you as soon as you can.. 
You do not know, how great a satisfaction this is 
to. My dear Lady, 

*^ Your ever afifectionate servant, 

*^ J. Wkslby. 

^* Be pleased to direct to the New Room, in 
Dublin/' 

^'Kilkenny, JulySj 170if. 
•^ *^My DKAR Lady, 

*^ As your's was sent from Dublin to Cork, 
and back again hither, I did not receive it 
till yesterday* I am now setting my face again 
towards England : but I expect to be ip Dublia 
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till the beginning of next month, and then to 
cross oyer, so as to be at Manchester (if it please 
God) about the beginning of August. Either at 
Dublin, or at Manchester, I hope to have the 
pleasure of hearing from you. This is indeed a 
pleasure, as it is, to write to you : though some- 
times I do this with fear : a fear, lest I should 
give you any pain, as I know the tenderness of 
your spirit. I wish I could be of sopae service 
tcxyou: that I could encourage you, to cast your- 
self on him that loves you : that is now waiting* 
to pour his peace into your, heart, to give you an. 
entrance into the holiest by his blood. Se^ him^ 
i^ee him! Full of grace and truth! Full of 
grace and truth for thee ! I do not doubt but he 
is gradually working in you : but I want you to 
experience likewis&an instantaneous work. Then . 
shall -the gradual go on swiftly. Lord, speak ! 
Thy servant heareth ! Say thou, ^^Let there be 
light:*' and there shall be light. Now let it 
spring up in your heart I 

^^ It may be. He that tJoes all things well, has 
wise reasons, though not apparent to us, for 
working more gradually in you, than he has done 
of late years in most others. It may please him^ 
to give you the consciousness of his favour, the 
conviction that you are accepted through the 
Beloved, by almost insensible degrees, like the 
dawning of the day. And it is all one, how it 
began, so you but walk in the light. Be thi^ 
given in an insta:nt, or by degrees, bold it fast. 
Christ is your's : He hath loved you : He liath 
C 3 
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glTen himadf for you ! Therrfore you sImH be 
koly u he is lioly^ both in heart, and in ali 
mafltner of conversation^ 

*^ Give me leave^ my dear friend, to add a 
word likewise concerning your bo(fify health. 
Yon should in any wise give yourself all the air 
and exercise that you can. And I shofiakl advise 
you, (even though long custom made it cbfficult^ 
if 4hat were the case,) to sleep as early as pos^ 
sible, never later than ten, in order to rise as 
«arly as health will pm^mit. The hanng good 
spirits, so called, or the contrary, very mncb 
depends on this. I believe medicines will do 
you little service: you need only proper diet, 
exact regularity, and constant exercise, with the 
blessing of God« 

'^ Your {peaking or writing was never tedioiis 
to me yet; and I am persuaded never will be; 
Your letters are more and more agreeable to, 
*^ JMy very dear Lady, 

^^ Your most affectionate servant, 

August 10th, of this year, Lady Miowell again 
wrote as follows : — *^ Having by the kiod Pri>- 
vidence (A God, a prospect of going to the sa- 
crament to-morrow, I would, in the strength oif 
the Lord, renew my engagements to be bis. He 
has sustained me until now, and stilt is, 1 trust, 
drawing me after him. Gracious God, let me 
not be disobedient to the heavenly voice, but 
with my whole heart may I ever seek thee. 
O Jfesusji undertake for me; to thee I would 
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desire to give myself up in time and in eternity. 
Set tne «9 a seal npon thy hearty ^and let me ex-* 
perience all tby Mne'si^. I again snbserihe with 
my hand unto the Loitl, and give mySelf up ; 
accept of me for Christ's sake^ and seal me to- 
morrow. Daecy Maxwell.*^ 

The latter end of this year Mr. Wesley again 
addressed her, and seems to caution her against 
some dangers to which he knew her Ladyship 
%yas exposed. 

," London^ Dec, ly 1765. 
" My dear Laj>y, 

*^ Perhaps there is scarce any child of man, 
that is not at some time a little touched by pre- 
judice, so far at least as to be troubled, though, 
not wounded. But it does not hurt, unless it fixes 
upon the mind. It is not strength of* understands^ 
ing which can prevent this. The heart, which 
otherwise suffers most by it, makes the resistance 
which only is effectual. I cannot easily be pre* 
judiced against any person whom I tenderly love, 
till that love declines. So long, therefore, a». 
our affection is preserved by watchfulness and 
prayer to him that gave it, prejudice must stand 
at a distance. ^ Another excellent defence against 
it, is openness, I admire you upon this account. 
You dare (in spite of that strange reserve which 
fio prevails in North Britain) speak the naked 
sentiments of your heart. I hope my dear friend 
will never do otherwise. In simplicity and godly 
sincerity, the very reverse of worldly wisdom, 
Iiave all your conversation in the world, 
C 4 
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'^'Have you received a gleam of light from 
above, a spark of faith ? O let it not go- Hold 
fast, by his gracp, that earnest of your inheri- 
tance. Come just aayou are, and come boldly 
to the throne of grace. You need not delay! 
Even now the bowels of Jesus Christ yearn over 
you. What have you to do with to-morrow? I 
love you to-day. And how much more does he 
love you! He 

' Pities still his wandering sheep, 

Longs to bring you to his fold !' 
To-day^ hear his voice, the voice of him that 
speaks as never man spake : The voice that raises 
the dead, that calls the things which are not as 
though they were. Hark ! What says he nowi* 
* Fear not! Only believe! Woman, thy sins are 
forgiven thee ! Go in peace : Thy faith hath made 
thee whole.' Indeed I am, 

^* My dear Lady, 

'^ Your ever affectionate servant, 
'^ John Wesley.'* 
In this state of mind Lady Maxwell continued, 
with little variation, during the two following 
years. She scrupulously examined every step of 
her progress, and was extremely jealous lest she 
should err. Fear and hope alternately prevailed. 
Her desires, however, continued ardent, and her 
determination to live to God remained unaltered. 
She had^likewise become zealous in the cjiuse of 
religion, and was deeply affected when any thing 
occurred calculated to stain its purity, or to lead 
the unwaiy to question its reality. Something; 
of this nature had happened in Edinburgh, which 
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led her Ladyship to state the matter to Mr.Wesley. 
This drew from him the following reply : — 

'* Newcastle'Upon'Tyney May 6, 1766. 
'^ My dear Lady, 

/^ It was well that I did not hear any thing of 
a trial you lately had, till it. was past. You have 
great reason to bless God, that this did not turn 
you out of the way. You might verj' easily have 
inferred from it, that '^ all these people are 
alike :*' and thence have given way to a thousand 
reasonings, which would have brought you into 
ytter darkness. But it is plain, you are not left 
to your own weakness. You have a strong helper. 
The Lord stands on your right hand; therefore 
you are not moved. And I makb no doubt that 
He will continue to help, till his arm brings you 
salvation. But, in the mean time, you have need 
of patience ; and the more so, because you have 
a weak body. This, one may expect, will fre- 
quently press down the soul ; especially till you 
are strong in faith. But how soon may that be, 
seeing it is the gift, yea, and the free gift of God ? 
Therefore it is never far off. The word is nigh 
thee ! ^ Only believe V Look unto Jesus ! Be 
thou saved I Receive out of his fulness, gi*ace 
upon grace ; mercy, and grace to keep mercy.. 

^' Qn the 24th instant, I hope to be at Edin- 
burgh, with nay wife and daughter. But perhaps 
you will see the salvation of God, before you see^ 
*' My dear Lady, 

« Your ever affectionate servant, 
' - ^^J.Weslbx^* 
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Dnnng (he j*6ar of 17*7^ LAdy M— * i^para to 
have strfiR^d muck from bodily iiididpositlon : 
this might \m paitly occasioned by the exercises 
of her mind ; but her constitution, etesr since the 
death of ber htMband, hftd be^ extremely delicate. 
All that is necesftdfy to throw li^t on her ifcli* 
gions progress this year will be found in the 
following letter, and in two extracts from her 
papers. Theae shaft be given m the order' of 
their dates. 

<^'N0rwkhy^ Fed. My 1767. 
^* Mt i>»Aft Lai^t, 

^^ For a considerable time I wad under ap- 
prehension;) that yott were in a state of tempta-* 
tion. And .a» I bad no other way of helping yon, 
this put me npon ebmmeiidiDg yon the more fre« 
qnei^tly to Him that is able to sarr« you. Your 
last therefore was ddubly acceptable to me, as it 
refiered me from nuy fears concerning yon, and 
gave me (^ occasion of rejoicing dver one, fbr 
whom I have the 'most i^i^cere and tender afiec-^ 
tion. Snre it is, that the grace of God is suffix 
cient for yo«^, In this and i0 every trying hour. 
So you have happily experienced it to be already : 
and so I tmst you will ieixperience to the ^d. 
But yon must not imaght^e that you are yet out 
of the reach of temptation : thoughts will be 
suggested Again and again { So that you h&vt 
still need to be : 

' For ever standing sA yoUr gtoied, 
jkad watdiiti^ unto psaysr.* 

And let fi)y dear friend keep at the utmost dis* 
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tance from temptatioD^ and carefblly sbuu all 
occasions of evil. O it is a good^ though painful 
fight I You find you are not sent a warfare at 
your own cost. You have Him with you^ who 
can have compassion on your infirmities^ who 
remembers you are but dust : and who^ at the 
same time^ has all power in heaven and earthy 
and so is able to save you to the uttermost. 
£xercise> especially as the spring comes on^, will 
' be of greater service to your health than a hun- 
-dred medicines : and I know not whether it will 
not be restored in a lai^r measure than for rniuaiy 
years> when the peace of God fixes in your heart. 
Is it far off? Do not think so I His ear is not 
heavy! He now hears the cry of your heart! 
And will he not answer? Why not to-day? 
Coroe^ Lord Jesus^ come quickly! Vour open- 
ness obliges me to be more than ever^ 
•^ My dear Lady, 
^ Your aflfectionate friend and servant, 

^ John Wssj-Ey.'"^ 

" March M, 17^» Havii^ a view of going 
to the Lord's table to-day, though distressed in 
mindt and wea)( in body5 and withont tho$e 
comfortable views which I have formerly had ; 
yet, being convinced that without God I must be 
misen^ble, and knowing that there is no access 
to him but tbi^ag^ the 8on of his love ; I desire^ 
in Ms «tw»gth, to give myself up to him^ Lord, 
make me more wiUing^ remove wboit Waders ; 
make tMa surrender t^ctuali and nacti^ it ki 
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heaven, for Christ's stfke.. O giv€i me to profit 
more by the ordinance than formerly,: Lord, 
draw me, and I will run after thee : O quicken 
me, and I will call upon thee ; and make me, O 
Jesus, thine la time and for ever. D. M." 

^^ October. The Lord in; mercy having spared 
me until now, and. as he is now giving me an- 
other opportunity of going to his Son's table, 
and having been very merciful to me since I 
was last there, I would here record hi3 goodness^ 
take shame and confusion to myself for past un-^ 
faithfulness, and renew my engagements to be 
bis for ever. O God, thou hast been good : to 
thee be endless praise! Upon mature delibe- 
ration, I still see it ray greatest honour, and 
desire it as my highest pvivihgt^ to be devoted 
to God f and therbfore, in thy strength. O Je- 
hovah ; in thy name^ O Jesus, I again cheerfully 
desire to give myself to the Lord, soul, bo(Jy, 
and spirit, for time aijid eternity. O let ' it be 
efiectual;. and tb-morrow, at thy table, shine 
upon me, and give me power to live more to thee 
' than hitherto, foi'Christ's sake. D. M." 

And now the day of hei; redempticm drew 
near. The vision had tarried, but she had also 
watted for it. She had long gone on her way 
weeping, bearing precious seed ; now, she re- 
turns bringing her sheaves with her. The ho- 
rizon had been dark, and at times cheerless; 
but the overhanging cloud of condemnation 
passeth away, being dissipated by the glorious. 
Sua of Righteousness : servile fear gives place ta 
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filial love J faith lays hoW of the atonement, and 
her heart is filled with joy and gladness ; — or to 
speak in Scripture language, a language which 
nothing but barefaced infidelity will attegipt 
either to deride or explain away : " Being jus- 
tified by faith, she had peace with God, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ," and " rgoiced in hope 
of the glory of God/' This happy change, al^ 
luded to in a former extract, she has stated in 
the following explicit and circumstantial manner. 
^* April 4, 1766. For some weeks the Lord 
had more than, ever given me to see my great 
.wretchedness by nature, and had written tekely 
upon all I had done, or could do. This greatly 
distressed me ; I knew not which way to turn. 
My foes wei'e increasing; and to my appre- 
hension, my strength weakening. I thought God 
dealt hardly with me ;— my carnal mind boiled 
in enmity against him. I was impatient and 
fretful,-^the terrors of hell often took hold of 
me, and the fears of death were strong. I 
sunk down, and a cloud overshadowed me. My 
reason was utterly unable to desist me ; nay, I 
seemed to be denied the use of it, so as to be 
able to draw any rational conclusion respecting 
my state. To heighten my distress, I was in a 
sea of temptation : — it seemed a critical time ; 
either God must help, or I perish. In great 
mercy he did send me some help, by the prayer 
and conversation, of one of his^- servants; who, 
among other things, told mfe^ the Lord was hum- 
bling me previous to deliverance. I obtained ai 
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degree of relief from ivbat he said^ and^ in the 
evening, was much profited under his sermon 
from Isaiah xxxv. 3^ ^^ Strengthen ye the weak 
handSj and confirm the feeble knees/' Two days 
after. Providence brought to my hand the ex- 
perience of a good man* The part I read> 
treated of ffdth. By this means I obtained a 
view of faith, which in a good measure agreed 
with another acc*ount I had read a few days before. 
But I could not then receive it ; now I was brought 
to acquiesce, and in a measure led to the ex- 
ercise described by th^ writer, and determined 
to wait the issue. I mean, believing in Christ, 
with a degree of persuasion that he would appear 
in my behalf. On the following sabbath, I went 
to church, and prayed to God, that, if what had 
passed in my soul was from himself, he would 
give me some tokeiiof it, Mr. Webster lectured 
on Acts xvi. 17* I was disappointed ; but during 
his sermon from the 81st verse, ^ Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved,'' the 
power of Grod was present, and I received a 
measure of faith I had iiot f(»inerly possessed. 
I was made to see Christ as entirely suited to 
me ; my understanding, mH, and qfftctUmn were 
wrought upon: I was made willing to accept^ 
Christ with his cross : to believe he would give 
me all I stood in need of, and finish what con- 
cerned n)e. I was glad for the consolation, und 
held him fast all day, still expecting a greater 
manifestation. In the afternoon, Dr.Erskine 
preached from, .**Ye that love tbe liord„ halte 
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evil.'' Among other tbings^ these words came 
with power^^ '^BeboId> thoa art made whole i 
sin no more^ lest a worse thii^ come unto tiiee." 
At nighty by plausible reasoning^ satan almost 
robbed me of all, but I again got power to look 
to Jesus, and found my cure. On Monday and 
Tuesday, I still held fast the beginning of my 
confidence. On Tuesday night, I was constrained 
to praise God for his goodness, for, though in 
company, I found much peace, my anchor being 
fixed. Wednesday, Thursday, and till Fi:iday 
evening, it cost me hard struggling. I saw my 
great wretchedness, felt my own emptiness, and 
had almost given up my hold, concluding I had 
given way to what had displeased tlie Lord. 
Friday night, the subject preached upon was, 
'' Christ manifested in the flesh to take away our 
sins."' This, through the day,'! had been praying 
to feeh During the sermon, I was variously 
agitated; now hoping, and again driven back, 
because I did not feel power to relinquish all \ 
and still feared I had done wrong : but before 
the sermon was concluded, my mind was cheered, 
and my hope increased ; and on coming home, 
my peace began to flow as a river* I was asto* 
nished r — ^knew not what to make of it, and was 
afraid of delusion. Having been so long inured 
io distress, I started teick at joy, and thoi^ht it 
could not be for me. I agun prayed to God, 
that if this happy change was wrought by him^ 
it might continue, and I be enabled to walk 
.worthy of it j^ l^ut if from the enemy^ it migM 
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be taken away ; as I would rather choose 
sorrow from himself, than be allowed to deceive 
myself. Still it confinued. I was afraid to go 
to rest, lest I should lose the enjoyment ; and all 
that day, I cannot express what I felt. All con- 
demnation was removed, I could not help be- 
lieving, being so sweetly constrained to it. I 
was much inclined to silence, prayer, and me- 
ditation. A sense of Divine love preserved in 
me a calm composure of spirit : it seemed all " a 
sacred awe that dares not move." My heart 
• was made to say, " 1 charge you, O ye daughters 
of Jerusalem, that ye stir not up por awake my 
love till he please." On the sabbath following, 
Mr. Plenderleith lectured on Gal. v. I, " Stand 
fast, therefore, in the libjerty wherewith Christ 
has made^us free, and be not entangled again 
with the yoke of b6ndage." I found it suitably, 
and was blessed. He preadied on 1 Thess. iii. 3» 
I prayed to the Lard that he would again set his 
^eal to the work, and shew me clearly if he had 
given me saving faith ; and while the minister 
was describing a true faith, the Lord, in great 
condescension, gave me his Spiritj to witness 
with mine, that he had bestowed upon me that 
precious gift. I fidt it clear, full, and satis- 
factory, far beyond all human evidence. Be- 
tween sermons I found jony mind hurt, and a 
degree of condemnation which terrified me. In 
the afternoon, under Mr, Webster, the Lord 
•gain spoke peaeie to m^ and I was restored. 
Moikday^ Tuesday^ and Wednesday^ I bad p^acej^ 
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and a measure of love. On Thursday, at Leith, 
being the fast-day, Mr. Walker preached from 
Heb. xiii, 9, "It is a good thing that the heart 
be established with grace." Again the Lord wit- 
nessed to the work, and I was made happy; 
but at oight a great storm was raised, and I was 
afraid I should lose all. I was astonished I could 
not love God more; was in misery, and very 
nearly gave up my confidence. On Saturday, I 
heard a sermon from Heb. xii.24; but I was 
not very lively. All that night, I had power to 
believe, but could not obtain that gale of hea- 
venly aflFections I desired to enjoy. On Sunday 
morning, I was indisposed in body, and not 
much alive in my soul; but grew better, and 
the Lord abundantly blessed my provision. 
Though, in the act of communicaiing I was not 
a little disappointed, as my expectations were 
great ; but all day I had sweet peace in believ- 
ing. To day, Mr. Johnson * preached from 

* The Rev. Messrs. Webster, Erskine, Plenderleith, 
Walker, and Johnson, were pious and able ministers in the 
established church of Scotland. They evidently stood high 
in the esteem of her Ladyship ; and fi-om them, under God, 
she received substantial benefit. How remarkably apposite 
to the state of her mind were the passages spoken from on 
this eventful occasion ! He who ^ends by whom he wiU 
send, can direct his faithful servants in their selection of 
subjects, and by their instrtiiientality communicate season- 
able consolation to the sou] that seeks him. There is a 
pensive pleasure attending the recollection of the labours of 
such men. ** Our Fathers, Vhere are they ? the ProphetS| 
Uq they live forever?'* 
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Luke xxi. 40, " And when he ww at the place, 
he said unto them. Pray that- ye enter not into 
temptation.'' I received it as sent unto oie^ mA 
perceived my danger, my need> and also my 
fiafety ; namely, in prayer and lookit^ to Jesus. 
O praises, eternal praises be ascribed to my God. 

* Now I have found the ground wherein, 
Sure my soul's anchor may remain, 
The wounds of Jesus for my sin, 
Befture the world's foundation slain ; 
WboM mercy shall imshaken stay, 
Whea heareB and earth are ted away«' 
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PARTICULARS 

XXTSJTDKD TO ILLVSIRATlE ALL178IONB IK THB 

DIARY AND CORRESPONDENCE. 



Lad^ M"r^*s Lo'oe^ ofRetirementr^Jrom her Youth and 
elevated Rank^ exposed to Temptation and Danger 
— relinquishes her gay Acquaintances — connexion 
with Lady GUmorchy — they differ in religious Sen* 
timenty but continue united in Affection — account 
of Lady H, Hope — the Manner in which Lady iff—- 
spent her Time — her Love to the Means qf Grace 
-^constant Thirst for full Salvation. 



FROM the date of the last extract. Lady Max- 
well's diary commkences ; and little more will be 
found necessary for a full developement of her 
heart and life^ than to follow with attention her 
own copious and unreserved statements. By 
daily self-inspection^ by a habit of turning her 
eye inward^ of watching the movements of her 
affections^ of analyzing her feelings, and attend- 
ing to the bias of bet will ; she attained to a 
power of discrimination, in the important science 
of self-knowledge, v€fry rarely possessed. Hence, 
it isn believed, that the enlightened and discerning 
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Christian will find in the following record of 
her experience, clearness, accuracy, and pre- 
cision. But as her Ladyship has only noticed 
outward occurrences, so fiu* as they had an in- 
fluence on her mind and heart, allusions to dif- 
ferent xjircumstances will be frequently met with, 
on which a few expldnations will be deemed' de- 
sirable. The following particulars may be here 
premised, calculated to throw light on difFerenI 
parts of the diary and correspondence. 

'From the time Lady Maxwell became a 
widow, she resided in Edinburgh, or its vicinity ; 
{torn which, however, as will be seen, she made 
occasional excursions to the south. But ever 
after her conversion to God, retirement from the 
busy scenes of th^ world was inost congenial to 
her habits and pursuits. ^ In the northern me- 
tropolis, she»had her daily walks of benevolence, 
seeking to relieve misery in all its varied forms : 
in name and character she was well known to an 
enlarged circle of religious friends 5 yet, as a 
person figuring on the stage of the world, or as 
exercising authority in the church, she was not 
known. Her influence became great, and her 
usefulness extensive ; but it was silent, gentle, 
and unobtrusive as the fall of the evening dew. 
Confined by choice to her native country, from 
which she seldom moved, but when business 
called, or health demanded, and then but for a 
short time ; she lived in retired privacy, secluded 
from the gay and busy world. Being easy in her 
temporal circumstances, select and 'happy in her 
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acquaintances^ her path through life was gene-* 
rally even, and her sky serene 5 presenting few 
if any of those varieties which are to be found in 
the lives of the principal actors on the stage of 
this world ; nor of those whose path is chequered 
with every variety of light and shade^ their ho- 
rizon having experienced every vicissitude be* 
tween the cloudless noon of prosperity, and the 
starless midnight of adversity. Her life had a 
sameness, the sameness of matured, established 
piety, a blessed monotony of bemg, and getting, 
and doing^ood.' This will in some degree ac- 
count for a paucity of incident in the following 
Diary, which, in the estimation of some persons, 
might otherwise > have been invested with an 
additional interest ; but which need not be greatly 
regretted by those, whose principal view in read- 
ing, is, the improvement of the heart. 

Lady Maxwell was frequently the subject of 
severe conflicts j the grand adversary diversifying 
his mode of attack according to her age, expe- 
rience, and circumstances. When she first en- 
tered the field of her spiritual warfare, she was 
comparatively but a stripling^; and from her ele- 
vated rank must have been exposed to imminent 
danger.. If religion be ac all times amiable and 
attractive^ it is peculiarly so^n the youthful dis- 
' ciple. It is here that it obtains Its noblest con- 
quests. When, through its sanctifying influence, 
we see the ardour and impetuosity of youthful 
passion^ kept within proper limits, and directed 
to noble pursuits 5 the vain blandishments of 
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the world despisedy that the consolations which 
flow from the crats may be secured ;—*'Whcn 
we see the rich and honourable in early life, 
'^choosing rather to suffer affliction witii the 
people of Ood, than enjoy the pleasures of sin for 
a season^"' we ha^e iini^d a contdncii^ proof of 
the efficacy of graoe^ and are constrained to ac^ 
knowledge, that, the gospel is "the power of 
God unto salvation/' It was in the spring time 
of her days that Lady Maxwell gave her heart 
wholly to <3od. Being then in &e bloom of 
youth, favoured wiA a person cast in nature's 
finest mould, possessed of a mind superior both 
in its Mnd and culture, each capable of msing 
admiration and commali(Sng esteem; it is not tb 
be wondered at, tihat she had to grappie with 
temptations from the world, or that, in prose- 
cuting her determination to fdlow Qirist, she 
was daily called to deny herself, and to take up 
her cross. The above quaKties of body and mind 
procured her also various solk^ations i^iti to 
enter into the marriage state ;^ by whidh she 
might have formed an anianee with the Qrst fa- 
milies in the emphe, and considerrihfly elemted 
her rank: but trtiether from ohedienoe to the 
apostolic injunction 5 "be not unequally yolcfed • 
together with unb^evers," or on account of 
other reasons which cannot now be known, afbe 
never, except with regard to one offer, and ttet 
for a short season, entertained a thought of the 
kind. As her time and her talents, so were her 
person and afiections ofiered a willing ^5acrifce 
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to God : nor can there be a doiAt, that she ever 
iBd^uiged B temptation to revoke the sntriender 
thus wiliiagly HMKie. In the contemplation of the 
Divine perfections ag displayed in creation^ pro- 
vidence, and redemption ; in the possession of 
her God^ and in recommeiKiiti^ to others the Re- 
deemer of men, she found all that was accessary 
to give suitable eaip^ment to the energies of 
her nriad, and to gratify tfae^pErre, and elevated, 
aiid enlarged desires of her heart. 

^Bttt if religioii opens a source of pleas^U'e, at 
once pore and varied, rich and . inexhaustible, — 
tidapted to h\i»ift& society, m all its vamties, and 
to huisiain life amidst all its viclssitudef$^ so it 
likewise presents its i&jficuMeB, It bas not in- 
xfced yet been proved that these are more nu- 
merous, or more formidable, than those which 
are met in any ^rther pursuit, whether of know - 
iodge, feme, wealthy or pleasure ; and generally 
speaking, tbe Chiistian^s difficulties gtiadually di- 
minish ais he proceeds on his way. As passion 
is overcome «»d ^oirtrolled by grace, — tJie affect 
' tioiis deadened to earthly good ; — as the will be- 
comes acoistomed placidly to submit to, and 
cheerfully to enter into the wfH of Ood, and the 
mind formed to virtuous habits ;— as the tugged 
asperities of nature are filed off, by die power of 
the Spirit, and smoothed to patience, long-suf- 
feiiftg, gentleness, ai)d contentmcnt,-^ifficulties 
B« fovhd to %e 4ttties, and duties are relished 
•with dc^igiit ; — ^orosses form crowns, and tern 
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poral loss conduces to spiritual and eternal gain^. 
Thus as the Christian advances in the divine life^ 
and in proportion to his advance^ his way be- 
oomes more smooth, the sky of his prospects 
brightens and extendis, and the thorns of diffi- 
culty and opposition are deprived of their painful 
sharpness. 

^ Lady Maxwell's religion did not subject her 
to much oppositio||^ though its connexion with-^ 
particiflar body of Christians very early called 
into e:$ercise her spirit of sacrifice. She suffered 
the loss of many things, which had ranked high 
in her estimation: but she accounted them as 
dross, for the excellency of the knowledge of. 
Christ. It could not be expected that tnany of 
her own rank would court her society, and among 
these were her early associates, and principal 
friends. Yet losses like these she scarcely felt, 
and perhaps never deplored. There were, bow- 
ever,, at that time, in Scotland, some, though 
* not many noble,' whose minds God bad illumi- 
nated, and whose hearts his transforming band 
had touched, who esteemed vital Christianity 
their highest honour, and made the cross of 
, Christ the supreme object of their glory. Among 
these may be reckoned the late Viscduntess Gle- 
norchy. The piety of this lady was considerable, 
her usefulness great, her zeal for orthodoxy 
standing at a high temperature ; and her^ attach- 
ment to Lady Maxwell was strong, sincere and 
unaltered, in life, and in death. And y^t such 
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is the frailty tif human nature^ this friendship had 
its alloy, which occasioned both parties sipc^re 
sorrow. 

^W^etniina Maxwell^* afterwards Lady Gle^ 
norchy, was youngest daughter of Dr. Willidm 
Maxweil, Ssq. of Prestbn, in Dumfr^eafatre, and 
sister to -the Countess of Suflierland. *Bhe was 
early married to John, Lord Viscount Glenorchy, 
only son of the late Earl of Breadalbane, whose 
death, «oon after, left her a very young widow. 
^ Her understanding (says her biographer, the 
late Rev. Dr. Oillies, of Oksgow,) was naturally 
strong, -end her memory retentive. Her mind 
was poKshed by a liberal education, and richly^ 
furnished by extensive reading and observation. 
Her person was agreeable, her manners engaging, 
her ftuiey brilliant, and attended by a constant 
flow of good humour.' But, though ^ fitted to* 
shine in courts,' being visited by sickness in her 
twenty-third year, she, upon recovery, resolved 
to prefer devotion and utility, to gaiety and 
thoughtlessness; and her conduct through life, 
afterwards proved, that her faith was not fruitless 
of good works. Her private charities were indeed 
numberless, and great part of them unknown. * 
To sonde ministers, whose congregations were 



' * Dr. WilUam Maxwell died four months before ibebii-th 
of this daughter ; and' his widow, afterwards the venerable 
%Aiy illvff, 'iv^skiiig to {perpetuate the name of. a husband 
1^0 dear, called the fatherless jduld» WUhclmina. 

Dr. Gibbons' s Mem, qf eminentfy pious fFomen. VoLIL 
».264. 
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cot afflueat^ she paid rq^ar salaries i to Otli^rdy' 
occi^ional donations ; and to many ottiers^ stated 
annuities. Besides thed^^ant chapd atEdin- 
burgh/ which cost about 60001. and which bears 
her name^ she built and endowed a diurch at 
Stratbfi^n^ inP^bshire; and purchased chapels 
at Matlock in Derbyshire ; at Carlisle, at Work^ 
ington^ and at ]^ewton Burhill^ in Devonshire ; 
besides contributing along with {jady Henrietta 
Hope to the erection of Hope Chapel, at Bristol. 
This excellent lady died at Edinburgh, July 17thy 
1786, leading 5000L to the Society m Scotland 
for propagating Christian knowledge i 50001. for 
educating young men for the ministry in England; 
and most of the rest of her fortune, which was 
considerable, to other pious and charitable uses.'* 
Such a remarkable simihirity in the rank §nd 
situation of these two ladies,—- their personal en* 
dowmeats^ and mental accomplishments,— tbe 
manner in which a wise Providence had treated 
them,-^and the means which sovereign {;race 
iiad employed to save them, were sosimultaneous> 
as seemed sufficient to draw them together as 
by rieciprocal attraction, and blend their con» 
• genial souls in one, 

^ But, although in feeling, affection, and pur^ 
suits, they remained one^ the harmdny of sen* 
timent was soon broken, arid on certain sulgects 
they ceased to sec eye to eye.- The Viscountess 
Glenorchy, for a considerable time^ was aa inti* 
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ttuite friend of the Rev. John Wesley^ one of hi)s 
greatest admirers^ and regularly attended the 
minls^ oF the preachers in eonoGxion with him, 
at the Wesleyan cha{>el in Edinbui^h. But on 
the republication of Mr>.Hervey's letters^^. accon>- 
panied by a prefiAC^ written in. thd true spirit of 
a dogrnilical and angry coutrovertist^ a general 
suspicion was excited against what was called 
the unsoundness of Mr. Wesley's principlefl. It 
was then^ that Lady 0« along with some otltar 
persons of distinction, began to view Mt^Wesle^ 
as a teacher of heterodox opimpns, and under that 
view withdrew from him their countenance/ The^ 
went further^ and a powerful and determined 
opposition was set up. And it. certainly cannot 
now be denied, that if that systerfi of doctrines 
which has in this country, it is prcfsumed^ proudly 
and exdusiveiy arrogated to Itself the imposing 
aj^Uatien of fprthodoxa^j be right i Mr. Wesley 
and his adherents have all along, even fronr the 
beginning, been decidedly it) the wrong. If Calvin 
and Whitefield taught nothing, but the ittfallible 
truth as it is in JesAU ; a host of most distin- 
guished divines, as well as Wesley and Fletcher, 
have erred from that truth. But these are points 
on which the learned and pious still see cause to 
diifer : there are, however, some favourable in- 
dicationSy that they are learning more and more, 
toaroid questions which gender ^rife, and to^ 
contend prindpally, for these essential doo* 
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trifles^ in which all^ wtio hold the liead^ cdrcKally 
agree.* 

^ On these controverted subjects. Lady Max- 
well thought for herself ; and all who know the 
character and strength of her thinkbg powers ; 
the degree fai which her mind was furnished 
with whatever might laidits liatural eneigte^i in 
its search after truth; the calm, the close, the 
dispassionate wsrjrin'which i^ applied her mind 
to investigate any subjectof importance ; fdl such 
persons will hot hesitate in allowing, that she 
was ^ttite as competent to judge, and tb decide, 
as any other of her rank ; and will bdlieve that 
she acted conscientiously, and from conviction, in 
the formation of her religious creed. And, not* 

* The following^ reiAarks, by an eminent Scotch divine, 
are worthy of attention. 

'*^I»thi8 thing which y<m ca^ orthbddzy, u thing in 
widdi miittidnd ar^ imiTeisdlJr ag^reed, insmnach that it 
would ae^m to.be entitled to the priTilegce of an axiom or 
first principle to be assumed without proof? Quite the 
reverse. There is nothing'* about which men hare been, 
and still are, more diVided. It has been accoanted orthodox 
"divinity in one age, wHibfaf'hiUh been branded as ridicalons 
-fanatidsdiin ihe next, iris at this dny decatied tbeper- 
iedion of orthodoxy in one country, which in an adjacent 
oountiy is looked upon as damnable heresy. Nay, in the 
iame country hath not every sect a standard of their own ? 
Accordingly, when aiiy person seriously ilses the word, - 
' before wo Can understand his mtanhig, we 'miist ' know to 
whit cbmhranibn lie belongs. When that is kiiowa, we 
toittpiahead it per^tly. By the oithodox, lie means 
always those who agree in opinion with him and his party, 
'and >y the heterodox tli6se~who differ from him . *• 

' CtemfbtWiL^c, on 9y$* Theology, p. 114. 
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wUhstanding she had toaubduethe almo^Mn- 
vincible prejudices of. education and country; 
she was led finely to bdieve, that the iaeypir^di; 
volujnie teaches^ in the unsophiaticaM senne of 
the terms^ that '^ God is loving tq evfry ndap/' 
^^ and would have alf men sawdc;'" that, '^the 
righteous may turn from his. rigbteou(S|US8^ wd 
dieinhi^ sin.;" and that '^ the. Uood ofJ^jaa 
CbrisI deanseth from aU. sin/' . Bfl^ though sh^ 
differed in sentimentf wthi Kiady.Ol^MrPhy^ aiid 
some othet^ of. her early reBgioud acquaintmEice^ 
which at times occa^opfid paJoM exeroaes <^. 
mind, theise was no iiitecniptioh of- religious 
friendship, nor the smaUestdiiDQinttliop ot Chris* 
tiaaafiectio^. Like the two chaippimis of that 
day in the field of controveray, they went hand 
in hand, as fisr as thqr conkL; and when they 
could go 140 ftiTlher, watfaout a. derfeUctioii of 
principle, they kin(%.ag]*eed to di&t:. In ftct^ 
Lady Maxwell occupied such a respectable situ- 
ation, both for s^ense and piety, that her elo« 
quesce and influence w^ere ofteahi^Uy service* 
able in defending the dooferines of Mr. Wesley, 
and' bis mini9teis; and also in removing much 
bitter prejudice from the minds of those persons^ 
who, either had not, or would not have, any 
other m^uas of learning, the truth. With re&peqt 
to Lady tUenocehy, such was the. estimate ia 
which she held Lady Maxwell, that at her death 
we find her appcunttng Lady M — her sol^ exe* 
cutrix, and the principal manager of her chapels, 
both in England and Scotland.. This appoint- 
-D 3 
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ment^ as will be seen, devolred on her Ludysli^ 
much painfu) solicitude } but it abo led her into 
an extensive field of usefulness^ and furnished 
her with many sources of satisfaction and joy. 
Her call to this, work she steadfasdy believed 
was the call of God : and^ though she oftea de- 
plored the small success which attended some of 
these rdigious institutions^ with a scrupulous 
conscientiousness^ ^lifae carried into eflSect every 
tittle of Lady GleiiKirchy's will. There is>^ how- 
ever^ reason to beUeve^ that the anxiety to which 
she mA hereby subjected^ and the additional . 
labour whidi it imposed upon her^ had^ in her 
latter days, an unfitvonrable effeet oq- her de- 
clining healdi, and in all probabilily tended to 
accelerate her deaths' 

"* Another of Lady Miwweil's most intisiiite 
friends and cinnspondesits^ was. Lady Henrietta 
Hope> third daughter of John, Earl of H&peUxmt. 
This excellent lady was remarkably formed for 
eminence. Her understanding was clear and 
strong, and her judgment sound. By readings 
conversation, ^ep thought, and phservaticm, she 
greatly hnproved her intellectual powers ; and 
in early life afforded pleasing promise, should 
she survive to mature years, of being useful aiud 
ornamental to society. He expectations so/ondly 
entertained by her relatives apd friends were not 
disappointed. She manifested the ^^ nicest moBal 
sense ;" possessed a heart formed for friendship ;, 
had a keen sensibility of human pain, with an 
unceasing desire to relieve, or al leo&t allevinte^ 
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in every possible way^ the varied dbtresses of 
lier fdlow-creatures. Such aiF'iijPQiiable and be* 
nevolent disposition secured^ .feir her the warm 
attachment of all around where she resided. She 
was indeed beloved by aH wh0 had the happiness 
of her acquaintance. This afiection^ from supe* 
riors and inferiors^ is a circumstance always 
honourable^ and reDdered peculiarly so in some 
situations. V-' 

'^Yet^ though favoured 4^lik a mind thus en- 
riched with every virtue of the moral character^ 
united to the most lovely dispositions and en- 
gaghig manners^ it was not till her tw^ity-fifth 
year that Lady Henrietta Hope began to inquire 
about the great realities of eternity. At that 
time^ an impression concerning the one thing 
needful was made upon her mind, which .never 
After was ei&ced. Her own words upon this 
subject, at that memorable period, are, 'O to 
grace how great a det>tor !' Called at first out of 
nothing; and after twenty-five years obstinacy 
and rebellion, awakened from a state of sin, 
misery and death, and brought to the light of 
the glorious gospel, to the knowledge of Jesus 
Christ revealed therein, and (though by jbIow 
degrees, through various mazes, manifold temp- 
tations, and sundry trials, may I not, in all hu- 
mility, say) to good hopes through grace. How 
shall I praise the riches of that grace which has 
abounded towards me/'' 

'' Being thus brought from darkness to light, 
And her mind relieved from anxiety, respecting 
D 4 
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, her own state^ the Imguage of her h^ur t >¥a8 
that' of. the royal psaiini$t:/Wbat sbaU I reiMier 
-unto the Lord ?' Believing it her duty^ and 
viewing it as her. privilege,, she made an entire 
dedication of hersetf, with all she had^ or ever 
should stand possessed of,, to that great and 
gracious Being, w^ had dealt so bountifully 
with her. Nor did she ever breathe a. wish to 
recal the solemn deed ; no, the residue of her 
life, hy*iUi unifertn tenor,, providd th« sacrifice 
not only sincere^ but universal^ in so' far as her 
situation wouid permit."^ : 

The partieular cirounaaMincies^. wbieh, under 
God^ led to this' ioiportant'chanige in Lady Hope, 
have not b.Qen noticed t^hcorbiogin^er; but the 
nature a£ the eoirespondence between her and 
Lady Ma^cwett^ rendeits it highly probable, that 
Lady M — w%i» the honoured instrument employed 
by the Gceat{iead>ofti)e Church, m bringing Lady 
Hope to a knowledge ef God her Saviour. Tiie 
former invariably addresees the lallei! as her 
^^ Dear Iktughtery* and frequently si^bscribeth 
hers^f, ^^ YohMT affeetimtate Pareni in theOospeW* 
Between these illustrious individuals' there existed 
no jar of sentiment ; but possessing a oneness of 
soul, a congeniality of feeling, they entered cor* 
dially intio each others views, audi greatly assisted 
each other in their benevolent purposes. . Lady 
Maxw6ll was, perhaps, more formed for action^ 
than her pious companion ; she therefore had the 

■■.——■■ II m ill' 111 I ■■ I ■■ WH IM II m ^l l«l.»l«l ^..l I ...I - . I I I ■! » 

* eibhon's Mem, Vol, 11. p,3a0. 



pm^pfi, mmasmwl^ of %W^ ym9i cb%rities; 
bill JLgdy Hope^ whQiie i^mility, ^^ almost to 
«gjBS«^'' kep^ ber much, froflfi p^bli9 view, was, 
^\% re$[iects advice f|nd pccuqi^gry aid^ one of 
ii^r most steady and .powerful au^liaries. Lady 
llope evidently considered Lady Maj(;iYell as her 
spiritual adviser, and therefore laid open to her; 
with thewoptoAre^erv^d £r9§domj the diversified 
exercises of her mind • and |n the replies of the 
latter, there wU) hp pJbs^pcYed a splicjta^e, a 
|enderjtie3^, and aflfeption, truly maternal and 
Christian. So intimate and endeared was thid 
fciendshipt that fpr %eYeral years few days were 
Permitted to elipsi?, without some interchange 
ol expr^sioas of nwtual esteem«f 

Such wer;^ two of the Ulustrious companions 
ft Lady MlPClj|5e^ ; b^ sh^ b^d learned also to 
fondescend to pfsrson^ 0/ low eatate. She had 
in £dinbuq(h other intimate reli^oiis friends, 
with whom sh^ u&^d statedly to coipmune oh the 
deep things of God ; 9nd these, though epninently 
pious>. were principaUy selected from the humble 
walks in Ufe» Her corrospondents also became 
numerous; a few of the^ will be noticed after* 
wa£d&. But the maiiner in which her Ladyship 
^pent bee time mity be here detailed^, as tending 
greatly to illustrate mapy of her allusions*. ^ She 
had alwaj^,. especially after the death of Lady 
Crlenorchy, much business on her hands,, and 
had as much writing a^ might have empl<;iyed a 

* For particular^ respeqting the death of these tvro> 
aminenland pious ladles, see Vol. II. p. U. 
D 5. 
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private se<»reti|iy : .but as Ae tose esLflty, apj^iect 
herself closely, and did every tliiiig by rrfe, she 
lived and did much in a very short time, attd was 
able to -despatch the whole with her own band. 
During' the former part of her life, she rose at' 
four o'clock, certainly a very unfoshionable hour, 
and attended preaching in the Wesleyan chapel 
'at five, (morning preaching being v^v^l at that 
time,) but at a later period she did not rise quite 
So early. The time between rising and break* 
fast, was sp^nt in devotional exercises. She 
breakfasted in her eariier days at seven, after- 
wards, at eight o'clock; after which, she dis- 
charged the duties of the head of a &mily, in 
the character of a priest in her own bouse. From 
eleven till twelve was spent in inteicesiiion with 
God, for her friends, the phurd>, and the wcwld f 
and the intervening time was^ devoted to reading, 
writing, exerGise> and the performance of acts 
of benevolence to such as might require it. I^hef 
generally retired to her closet before dinner, and 
again as soon after dinnev as was at all ccmve- 
htent.^ The evenings, when she was ak)iie, were 
spent in readings chiefly divinity; and aftei an 
early supper, she again ieomtnitted her ftunily 
into the kind keeping of that Great Shepherd^ 
who never sleeps ; and then j halving sipent some 
time in praising the God of all her known and 
unknown mercies, she retired to rest, in full 
assurance of eternal salvation^ should she never 
see the light of another day. The history of 
one day of her domestic life, may be considered 
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9^ a fair spectmen of eveiy day^ exo^tiog the 
sabtNith^ and her more special acts of devotion 
on every returning Fndwf. This diqr was eon- 
scientiottsly set apart for ^ exercise of absti* 
nenoe^ as she coold bear it ; for the duties of 
impartial examination^ hnmiltation j and renewed 
dedication of herself to God« and \rk the latter 
part of her life^ it was on this day she took a 
retrospect of the week; in order to record the 
exercises of her mind^ and to enumemte the 
blessings she hlid received daring that period* 
Generally^ wMIe thus engaged, she had ^^ times 
of refreshing from Ihe presence of the Lord,'* 
which made any interruption^ except from 
evident ealls^ to otiier necessary duty, irksome 
and unpleasant. In this manner for the space of 
nearly fifty years;. 

«< Her virtiMs wslkea Umit C^aly] roand i 
Nw made a pause^ bob left's roid ; 

And care the Eternal Msstec found. 
His [various] talents well employed/* 

As she walked with God ia her own dwelling, 
so her heart loved the very gates of Zion ; and 
she shewedxthis^ love by -attending the house of 
ihC'Lord^ tot the latest period^ef hei' life^. when* 
ever heateh wookl pecmit^ She regularly at- 
tended the moming.and evening sermon in the 
Wesleyan Chapel on the Sidibatb-day^ until de* 
eUning .health liniited her attendance to the 
moping in winter^ She occasionally went to 
herpacish churcbi (St.Cuthberts^ or West Kirk,} 
land almoat constantly on sacramental occasion^ 
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Onthe:Umd»y^mTmig$, sbe wMipms^lm^t^ 
public pmyer^meetiag m Ihe^clittpeU luid ftfter- 
warda nttaded at the hmd-mMmg, at wfcuoh 
fibe al^^s sp^e witJ^ gveat freedMBi, whether tfa^ 
iadividaala pr«»eni were tnwiy or few^ poor or 
rich; aadi^alfrays laadeitapouit to speak at 
every iove*feiM which she attended, When 
nothtjDg extraordinary {veveQled^ the preac^her s 
ill Edinburgh viaited her. Ladyship on the Thurs* 
day in every week, oa whidi oocasioniihe a>et 
in clogs aksig with the prea<^er3» and sttch, other 
religious pei*sons as were^ freiquently present uo 
those days ; for the two-fold purpose of ^ijoying 
the privilege of ivM^tiiig in cl^«S|^ and. ^ sb»>riag 
the company and conversation of- her Lady^ip-. 
These weoe very solemn occasion^. iJt was here^ 
in a very peculiar manner, thatrt&e eleai:ness and 
extent of her Tiews of Oivine^tbi^s appeared, 
and the lustre • of the Christtm graces shone. 
Here was perceived the depth of her humility, 
the strength of her faith, the vigour of her hope,, 
the fervour of her love, and, the ardour of her 
zeal. Hereit ai^ared, how dead she was to 
the world, how far she wa9 saved from ^(^, and 
how entirely she was losing herself in the will of 
God : there was no appearance of exsiaHe tap* 
twtCy but a deep serenity of mind> a oonstancy 
of peace, and tin inexpressible fnlnesS' of love. 
The Rev, I>uncan M^Allum, who had known her 
Ladyship nearly thirty yeai-s, when referring to 
those occasions, observes, *^ThC place was' wont 
to be filled with the presence of God, and we 



bdrned wijdm us^ «s she tiUked to ua. i re-» 
mewber not in jaay lo«g ^grim»s^ t» bave en^^^ 
joyed equal ^a9ttf (^^ in the conv^aatimi of aqy 
Christifta 9» io hem ;: and I should look buck* 
ward witii. rtgret, if. I coukl wit look fonvwrd 

' Inunedi^toly after the ofteettni^y ^ ga(ve ta 
the preadber9> to f»y iaio the handa of the re^ 
speclive treasurefs^ her ua^oal rantoiliiitioiia fof 
the poor, laMl the support of the gospel ; and 
then proceeded to iuqmre after the succeaa at-^ 
tendteg their labours j the state of religion in each 
place in the cirei^t; how the claases in general 
were attended;; and iriietherithe work of Ood was 
prosperous in the oanaexion at bage: and in these 
inquaries she seldom lost ^i^t of the bick and 
poor of the Aock* In ooip^any^ and at tahle> 
she gave every. Aubji^et of. converaaiic^n a piou$ 
and proAtaUe jtuifn, tkat.fadl: present tnight be 
benefited^ . And as on these >Qeoasion8^ some 
young female relations wece fir^ently present^ 
Tor whose spiritual good dbe was. deeply sell* 
citoiXB^ she particularly salted the topilo of con* 
yevsation : to their state and feetiiigs ; dwelling 
most frequently on the pleasaatoess of religion^ 
and the donbt&lnesa of ett piety which was not 
Aceompaqied with a scriptural aasuranee of ac* 
ceptauee wth God/ 

From, the time liady Maxwell obtained justu* 

ai^ttertolhe£4itar« 



•a , ' TIM MM or 

fying mercy, she deeply felt the moemiiyot toll 
salvation from sin, white she clearly saw that 
such a salvation is a privilege . graciously exhi-^ 
bited in the gospel of Christ t a»d as she believed 
that the meritorious fonittaln of the Saviour's 
blood was opened, as well for all uncleanness of 
heart and nature, as for guilt on the conscience j—- 
that Divinf faitbfdkiess and justice were eqddly 
pledged to cleanse the believer from all unrigh- , 
teousness, as to forgive the penit^it his sins; 
«**that grace could reign until an end was made 
of iniquity, and the heart filled with the perfect 
love df God $ so*, it wiU be found, that widi an 
ardent, uniform^ pursuit of soul, she foUowcjd 
after, that she might be saved- as fiilly as a falten 
ereature, wearing a body of flesh and blood, and 
dwelling in a world of temptation, could be 
saved } that her body, and soul,, and spirit might 
be wholly sanctified to GDd« And as her Ghris^ 
tian. course is puiBued, guided by the clue of her 
own Diary andrCorvespandence, it will be seen 
that she attained to a;coiistant assurance of sane* 
tifying grace. After this happy period^ it i^vill 
appear that her strains of praise rose gradually 
in the scale, to notes more maslted and more 
divine,, until her triumpbaat spirit took its fiight, 
te uaito wkht the cbmrs above, in singing praises' 
to Him, who had l0ved her, and washed her from 
her sins in his blood. There were, indeed, iii her 
experience) moments of mental depression, but 
not of unbelief) there was a deep consciousness: 
of short-coming^, bjot no condemnation on ^c^ 
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count of backsliding. Her religion had it» 
varieties J but thesie were the varieties of advance^ 
the blade shooting into stalky then the ear, and 
the ear gradually receiving the golden colouring 
of maturity and ripeness r her inward experience 
had its changes^ but these- changes were (^nly 
^ose of the glorious rising morn, wUch shinetb . 
brighter and brighter to. the perEeci day^.f 
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Jdvantagei tf J^ih^gragAj^T^Ladi/rU~9 Diarif^^ 

AFTER the precedisg obsenratibns^ Lady 
Maxwell shall be chiefly her own biographer. As 
jaone but God and herself could know the varied 
exercises of her mind and. heart ;. so Ao pen but 
her own could have ever described them. Others- 
might tell of what she said^ and of what she 
did; but she will relate what she thought and 
what she felt: what, were the causes of her 
sorrows, and from whence arose her joys^ She 
will unfold the motives which gave life and 
energy to her actions, and describe the might 
by which she was enabled to perform them. She 
will tell of her hopes and fears, her inward con- 
flicts and spiritual conquests ; and give many aa 
important lesson ' to those,, who are seeking for 
^ glory, immortality,, and eternal life." 



April 2S. All the last week the Lord has 
been exceedingly gracious to me, giving me 
peace in believing,^ and at times joy; O the de- 

3 



lightful GBoments I haxe eicpeneiiced* . I bave 
found JmuA a most satisfying ^potttio^}: lint have 
been bumbled before God^ fj^ooi a. deep con^ 
victionof my want of confoitniity t^ bifi. I a^ 
ready* to Uunknpne ever Qxp^cpicfrd so mucb 
of his i^dne^Sj wbo did not: foel more (^:tbe 
trHnsfoFiQiQg inij^emee of giMe; I t«i earnestly 
-desirous' to ha^e* my heart adorned with every 
fruit of the Holy Spirit ; and my life with every 
virtue of jthci Cbristiap cbamctet). thftt God may 
be i^orifi^d in me, I now see.^ la a cKfferent 
manner than what I tofmrnfy] di^ thfttaUthe 
mercies l^mjioiy, ftottiA ciip>ctf} cfMiwalterto tlie 
sahration of jitty soill^ hmt^ beeQ-.piirdhAaed by 
the Redei»m0r4: This:endtai» huato iM» He i& 
myallin.all; 

July 14. The. Lord ia still ; niaroifiilr -and 
though often provoked J has not yet foraalcea me. 
I atiil^ through :mercy, bold^fast my ooafidenc^ 
though not at all times alike sthmg* I have ge* 
nej^y a persuasion that I ishall ovieroome. The 
Lord has givsen me pnecious promises on vrhieh 
he has caused me to hope ; and I daily, look for 
their accomf^liahment. With the apostle I am 
ev^abled^inisome measure toibrget^ ^^those things 
which aoe behind, and reach forth to those things 
which are before:" and at timesam soaninaated 
with tibe hopes of complete victoiy, that nothing 
seems to intimidate : but there ase abo seasons 
when^ thcough the power of corruption, the 
strength (^ temptation, and a se^^o of a thou- 
sand evils which still cleave to me, I am weighed 
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down, and am ready to sink. But he who is 
rich in mercy knows what I am able to bear, and 
proportions my sufferings to my strength. At 
present I perceive no object worthy my pursuit, 
but the will of God ; that is indeed precious. I 
earnestly desire to know it, and to waflc inlt; 
but for want of. poWer, and at times of incli- 
nation, I suffer keen anguish.' Lord God, perfect 
i^hat thoQ hast begun. ^ - 

Septeailher 16. My soul is restlessly pursuing 
God, withr a deep smse of the emptiness ot all 
cireated goiod : wi^out much sensible enjoyment, 
j:>ut witii great desire and expectation. And 
through mer<y, my anchor is fixed, and Jesus in 
6ome small measure is, my ^'wisdom, righte- 
ousness, sanctification and redemption/' 

•— - Sunday 19. To-day the Lord humbled.me 
by a ^bt and sense of my natural wretchedness ; 
1 was almost a terror to myself. At night my 
distr^ increased, and my soul was in an vtgony^ 
I seemed stript of all. I had no doubt of my 
adoption, yet the conflict was great} Satan raged 
mightily, but the Lord sustained me. When I 
thought of yielding, a secret voice seemed M 
encourage me to fight manfully. I was con- 
vinced that the Lord would not suffer me to be 
tried above what I was able to bear, and I happily 
found it so. Jesus drew nigh and streogthetied 
me, but rather with sustaining than with €om» 
forting grace. He rebuked Satan, and in some 
measure I hope I came off victorious^ yet in 
«very situation I see danger. When most alive 



DAliCT^ LADY H AXWBLL. 6^ 

to God> I am most sensible of the hioderanoes I 
ineet with from others^ and am prone to grow 
fretful and impatient i-^again, when I obtain 
victory over my enemies, then I feel a tendascy 
to spiritual pride^ which terrifies me. But miist 
I slacker^ my pursuit of Divine things beeause of 
this ? No, I endeavour to fly to the blood of 
sprinkling, and cry to Jesus* 

Octobers. For some days the Lord has 
been teaching me that in nothing am I to seek 
hfippiness but in himiself :<->-to ii«e other things, 
but to en^b^ him. It is a difficult l^son: With<» 
out much grace and constant ijvatchfulness, how 
natural is it to sink, at least in a measure^i into 
the creature. O how much has the Lord to do 
in me ! May I prove his utmost power to save. 
I am at a toss bow to tell of his goodness ; it is 
so great, nothing exceedsT it but my unfaith- 
fullness. The pains he is taking to make me meet 
for an inheritance among the saints in light, is 
astonishing. I sensibly find him giving me all the 
CQmfort I can bear. When low and depressed, 
he raises me up ; and when in danger of spiritual 
pride, he sends something which proves a proper 
ballast, tie truly does all things weU* What 
cause have I to praise him for aU that is past, 
and to trust hin^ fo^r all that i^ to cpijae. 

Nov^ 23*. Was pmch. hindered in praye^ this 
morning by wandering thoughts. This is at be-* 
setting evil of minef but in family-prayer,, my 
mind was more composed. I often feel more 
freedom from wanderings when pi^ayiag wi^ 



68 TH* U9S/OK 

Others tbma when tilcme. Pj^mised myself much 
profit, from visiting a Christian friend who is 
GOttfined' by. sickness, especially as at first I 
found it a cross^ Wheiv with her^ I experienced 
such an insatiable desire after God ; such an 
aching void within ; such a keen conviction oF 
the emptiness oi i^ll cieated good, as more and 
more convinced n^, I shall never qi^oy thajt 
fulness my soul demands but in God*. 

" Cme» O myMfii^ %9df H^^^h. 
Fill all tjiis.n^bty Ypjd ; 
l%ott,oii)y. capst my. spirit fill^ 
Come, my God, iny God !" 

Jn prayer, I felt a power and sweetness which 
ftiDy compensated me for taking up. the cross. 
In 'the evening, I enjoyed a tranquillity of mmd, 
a sweet repose in the blood and bosom of Jesus. 
I' wished much to profit others and myself with 
pious conversation, but they seemed determined 
to trifle. Through grace, I; did not catch iheir 
spirit, though this is not always the case. When 
they left me, after some time spent in minis* 
tering to the sick, I went to prayer, and felt 
what I am not able to express 3 such a sinking 
into God as I hope one day constantly to enjoy. 
All around- me seemed God : — eternity was at 
hand. I tested the good word of God, and felt 
the powers of the world to come. 

December 3&. My- joy was not so grqat.to^ 
My as^ usualk It; was a calm peace, my mind 
i^s stayed on God. But towards evening, being 



DAACTy LA0Y HARWELL. flP 

with those who were not deeply serious, a degree 
of trifling and lightness of spirit hurt me, and 
disturbed that frame I should wish always to 
enjoy; I mean, that stale of mind arising from 
a deep consciousness of the presence of God. 
My heart was taking an undue complacency in 
the creature, im<l this seldom fails to injure. 
When I retired, the Lord was exceedingly gra- 
cious, but this only served to give a pimgency to 
my distress. Shall I never be able to give God my 
whole heart ? At times, I think I do ; but being 
deceitful, it again insensibly departs frohi him. At 
other times, I see my danger, am on my guard, 
and overcome. I feel the frowns of the world 
not near so-dangerous as its smiles. How narrow 
the path that God marks out for those who would 
truly walk with him ; but though strait, it . is 
safe-and sweet in proportion. It is only when I 
step out of it, that I feel distress. 

——31. Upon a review of the great good- 
ness of God to me in the course of this year^ I 
feel gratitude and love spring up even in my 
hard heart. O how unspeakably gracious has 
been the Father of mercies. I attempted to 
spend the evening and night in meditation, 
prayer, and thanksgiving, both in public and 
private, and found it comfortable and strength- 
ening.. O when shall every thought be brought 
into captivity. 



^\ 
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Januaty 1^ Sunday. I was very early and late 
engaged with God to-day, but coqM not obtain 
that heavenly gale I wished. The want of food 
and sleep had in some measure stupified my 
mind^ but in the morning, a sermon from '^ Trust 
ye in the Lord for ever/' comforted and strength- 
ened me; and in the afternoon another from 
*' All are your's, and ye are Christ's, and Christ 
is God's,*' excited in my heart gratitude and love 
to Him, who had done so much for me. In the 
evening while at prayer, I felt desirous of devoting 
myself wholly to God, and attcnipted to renew 
the dedication of all my powers to Him. Oh ! 
that it may be more effectual than^ever, and that 
through grace I may be enabled this year to 
adorn the gospel of God my Saviour in all 
things. , 

^ — ^•*- 16. My mind was dull this morning, but 
the Lord soon after quickened me ; drew near 
/and surrounded me with his presence; shone 
upon my soul, and in his light I clearly saw my 
own state, and spiritual objects in generaL May 



tbe Lord mftke me faithful to the Hght he im^ 
parts $ I hare much for which to answer* He 
clearly marks out the narrow path in which he 
would have me to walk ; shews me the most ex« 
cellent way, but hitherto I hiave been exceedingly 
perverse*. O Lord, let the time past suffice, and 
do thou magnify t^ mercy above all thy Name, 
in continuing to bear with me, until I can all 
things do^ My soul felt earnestly desirous this 
day toglorifl^ God; to embrace every oppor- 
tunity for doing good which might offer, and he 
graciously aftorded me several, which I endea^ 
voured to improve^ The issue T leave with Him* 
I find it hardly possible to retain the Spirit of 
God, to preserve a clear sense of his^ pardoning 
Ipve alive in my soul, without being constantly 
employed in what has a tendency to glorify bim^ 
and to* p/ofit my fdlow-creatures. We may 
retain a fallacious hope that we enjoy the re- 
mission of sins, but our souls will not be alive 
to God ; at leait, thus accords with my expe* 
rience. In proportion as I grow remiss in at^ 
tempting to act for God or my neighbour, my 
spiritual senses flatten, my perception of invi«> 
sible things becoines dim ;— on the other band, 
I seldom, if ever, embrace any opportunity.^of 
doing.good, but it brings into my soul an addi« 
tional degree of strength and com&rt^ But; 
alas ! kow dull have I been in learning this im^ 
portant lesson^ and ho\v reluctant am I often 
to reduce it.to practice* Sometimes ovef come by 
a false mod^ty y at others, a degrlee of Itu^ur, 
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wbkh overspreads my soul^. and riders me in- 
active. Agadnst this last evil^ I find constant 
watcbfulness neoessaryr 

February 12. Since my laaUate (Jan..122,) grief 
has 6b8tracted my writings and I should scarcely 
now resume my pen, biit that I find a record of 
my es^erience highly profitable. I havefelt, and 
do stiUfifeel much^ on account of the death of a dear 
friaid. Aswoitlhaspierccd through my soul in this 
dispensation ; and yibt I have felt Mch an aoquies- 
cence in the will of God as I cannot easily express. 
I have great cause to adore bis condescension for 
the solace I enjoy, from a conviction that my 
departed friend is happy,*-*unutterab]y happy. 
Through* abounding mercy, for some time past, 
I have been on the stretch for God. Eternity has 
appeared very near. I feel in a good measure 
disunited from created things i^^tAy spirit pants 
for everlastkig rest, and struggles into God : 
my confidence in his pardoning mercy grows 
stronger, and my love to Him is on the increase, 
with a stronger desire than ever to go hence, 
and to be with Christ, which is &r better. 
Wtinrds amnot express the ardent desire which 
I feel to be entirtely devoted to God : to walk with 
Him as .Jfooch ; ; to cleave to Him with Caleb's 
spirit; «nd I trust to see the happy day. Yet 
while I thus write, I am Hae ^svbjeet of. keen 
distress, on account of my latent dt^rafrity ; my 
unprofitaUeiaiess, unfaithfiilness, andJngratitvde 
in. the midst of such amazing ^gopdn^s. 'Lord, 
hdp: liowl, forgive. 



Mardi'14. For some time 'I have been con- 
fined' 'v^h isickness. How gracious is that God 
I so feebly serve : 'he prepared me for this triil 
by causing his consolations to abound in my 
soul. In the former stages of this indisposition^ 
my p6wte flowed as a river, and death was not 
only deprived of IjSs stingy but even seemed to 
wear a pleasing form. As the disease gttined 
ground, I was not so lively ; distress of body 
seldom fails to depress my spirits. After suf- 
fering awhile^ the Lord has graciously raised me 
lip • agun 3 may it be to glorify him. To-day, 
he has blessed me with fervent desires after a 
higher enjoyment of the Divine presence, and 
has given me mn animating Tiew of the land that 
is afar off. O ! my God, hear the cries of one 
on whoiA thou hasi had mercy, and prep)are my 
heart to r'eceive whatever Christ has purchased 
for nit i dlow me not to rest short of it :-«-put 
thou a thorn in every enjoyment, t, worm in 
every gourd, that would either prevent my being 
wholly thine, or in any measure retard ray pro* 
gress in the Divine life. 

May 6. Pound this morning my soul sweetly' 
conscious of her union with Jesus, and seemed 
in prayer and meditation to be sinking into him.' 
Was tried in a tender point this forenoon^ but • 
found, through grace, power to give up my own' 
will. I looked to the Lord, and felt, that if hi» 
will took place, however conteary to my own^ 
I should be perfect^ satkified. Being in com«< 
pany to-day with some persons who were not 

Vol. I. E 
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serious, I was in danger of sinkiDg into lightness 
of spirit; and though iSod heard my praji^^.and 
enabled me in a measure to confess, him, I was> 
not so collected and deeply serious as I wishe^* 
What a privilege to be with those who are tiiuly 
alive to God. How dangerous the spirit ofj the 
world: though seemingly innocent, yet, ,a|aSf 
how it unbends the mind, and prevents tjtie full 
stretch of the heart after God. Hoiy shall. I 
praise thee, O my Lord, that I ^m no^ obligied 
to dwell with such triflers. Great are my privi'- 
leges : may I gratefully enjoy, and diligently im* 
prove them to thy glory.* 

28. Pelt languid this morning, partly 

owing to the body, which often weigjis.me 
down. Each day witnesseth zpy ardent desires 
to live more to God than ever; but, alas! every ^ 
retufning night brings the painful conviction 
of a practice which bears comparatively but a 
small proportion to these desires. O when shall 
my life and conversation testify that I dwell 
in God, and God in me. Lord, fulfil thy pro- 
mises. Felt desirous of doing something for 
God to-day, but had not the opportunities which 
I expected. Since I came hither, I have made 
many attem^pts,. but as yet have seen little fruit ; 
yet so gracious is my Lord, that upon my doing 
what he convinces me is my duty, he aiSfords mc 



.* On the Sth 6f fhis month, Lfedy Maxwell left Edin- 
buq^ $0 yisit lo^e .j^lative^ at a 4ifltanee| and did not . 
return vptil July following. 
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MDifAty for the most part iiidepM<fent of 
success. O for a heart burning with love to 
his name ; with zeal for hiir glory ; and a power 
each moment to do and suffer his will. Tilisds 
my highest ambition ; were ten thousand worlds 
put in competition^ how^ would I spurn them from 
me. At times this week, I felt strong touches 
of the love of God and Christ : happy presi^es^ 
I hope/'of the flame to be one day enkindled in 
mysoul^ never to be extinguished, but to bum 
brighter- and brighter, until it mingles with the 
full blaze of eternal day. If not deceived, I feel 
my dfssires^ stronger, and more abiding for the 
glory of God \ for an entire devotedness of heart 
and life to him^ and also mere fervent wishes to 
briug others to the knowledge and love of the 
Saviour. This produces more power to act for 
Gody and to confess him, than formerly; aeeom« 
panied with a constant fear, lest I should see 
him dishonoured by others. Whenever I do see 
this, it pierces me to the quick ; on the contrary, 
when I perceive him: acknowledged^ it gives me 
a heart-felt joy. 

June 3. Was not remarkably alive to-day, 
but at night enjoyed sweet peace. In the course 
of the day,. I found it a difficult task tq teprf^ye a 
person: who had spoken amiss. A fear of giving 
<^nce oft^i proves a snare. We should, desire 
to please s^ll, so far as we can consistently with 
their edification : but when this desire prevents 
our being faithful to them, it becomes a serious 
E 2 
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drill of wbicby alMi I ^ftmof^gvilty.. iliMrdf; 

— *— 19. Huve beeainogtly confined )>]r bodUy 
afflijOti<m amee kidt date» and duriag tiuM^ftioie^tiiiir 
eaceroiaes of nund have beeni/^rious. At aeasoi^^. 
I was most earnestly desirous :to be devioted 
U> God^ and eoijoyed tbe strongest breaithings ibr 
power to do and sufib: bid will^. ad^ my.'beaveas 
tbisi wlule» Jesus was precious^ and seemed nigb ; 
but as J gi^w worse in :body»^ my feaiB of tleath 
l^ecaitie paidfuK I also feared some serene and 
peri^^s tedious illness was ai^oacbing, and 
fe)t not fully resign^^ Christy ieU my appre* 
b^nsiouy drew near to strengthen j|iq; and though 
l^ &ith I saw him» and did nojb doubt of my* 
interest in him^ this did not orercpme my fear- 
Iuhies9. . This is an evil I have toi^ groaned 
und^; LprAi remove it^ and give me that fiiuth 

which 

M ■ ■ . p ain, and death defies, 

Most vigorous when the body dies/' 

61 the time of sickness^ I ^Ways appear > to my« 
self to lose groimd : my natural spirits grow 
iiitry flat; anid I seem to sink from Ood. One 
reason for diis* niay be, my complidnts are 
cMefly lOf a nervous kind. This last illness has 
doubled my cries for entire resignation to the. 
will of dod : then all shall be alike welcome ; but 
sts yet I almost tremble at bodily distress^ from' 
what^i hate hitherto suffered. O my BoA, hear 
my prayer^ disappoint my fears^ and enable me 



ifli et^^ sftnatioii to say c^dK^y^ '^Tby wiH 

•*~*- 20; Possessed power to fix the^eye df 
my sotd vpon Jesus^ aftd enjoyed soitie rec^U 
teetiM of mind^ with an earnest detfire for fnoife^ 
yet was fi^qu^ntly joftemipted. Was contrinced 
I had several tintM^ tlmragh (tie day spoken more 
Words tkan were neeeisaty. O fbr an entire 
victory over ttiis nnmly member. Wftnderings 
also distress me-: imagiMMmij justty termed the 
fool of- Ae house^ b indeed an ungovemabte 
factthy^. How unprofitable tlie train of tliolight 
^ito i^bkdi it often leads me I My soul longs to 
have cifery inovemeBt t>f my mind br6nglit 
iotesQigeGtion.<««-91st. Thife has been & day of 
sofElnng^ O that it may be fbr tli(S ftdrtherpuri- 
fioation of my sdnl; The fiery darts tyf th]& wicked 
one have beeiki shot at me witb fory^ ystt,; blessed 
be the AndMn* of all my merciesiy he ;does not 
snfibl- the fiercest of my foes to'robme.of my 
confiidenee; though often^ through aa^aish of 
eoulj, I do. not derive that comfort? from i^ tdilck 
i otherwise might. 1%6 manuer of 'Shlon is> to 
darlien^ or at least to diKrort otti^ ayes froiit tho^ 
bnght prospect % to fix them on cbe present 
pressui^e, whioh he fa9ls not to make as^ heavy 
as Infinite Wisdoifr permits, To^di^, he liaa 
sought to prevail by eadieavouriag to harass me 
with apprehensions of <xmitng evil; aadrbyiaQg^* 
gesUi^ Oat I should not be able to endvre, so 
as to-gljorifyGod; that his promises would fail ; 
tbat lie would leave me to the power of my 
B3 
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enemies ; and tli&t I ahoold dithonow hm^ dU- 
courage others^ and fall into despair, myself. 
Bat^ -when in the hottest of the battle^ I lixdced 
up to the Lord^ endeavoured to examine jthe 
l^und of my fears^ and they vanished into smoke. 
A secret persuasion filled my heart that the Sa- 
viour would fulfil his i^mises^ and that what J 
now sttlBfered was. to prepare me for, greater 
things than I had as yet seen. Indeed I have ever 
found that^ ^^ Pain is the parept^ woe the womb 
of sound important good/' A high venfsration 
for.tibe will of Godi onuses me in every circum- 
stance to ciy earnestly for power to s^r» V Thy 
will be done.'' This I woidd constantly prefisr to 
a removal of trials^ being.fnlly assured my ^ hap* 
piness does not depend on an exemption firom 
distress ; but in an unlimited resignation to Him, 
who is boundless love and infinite wisdom. He 
knows, as it respects measnte, waght, .and. du- 
ration, what ^^ best for each will prove." O my 
God, strengthen me, for I. am weak as helpless 
infancy. Thou, who knowest my heart; thou, who 
canst not be^deceived, even to thee, in the day, of 
•uffiaring, can I not appeal ? The desirei I have 
to be wholly devoted to thee,«— the sweet morsels 
thou hast enabled me to refuse, that. I might 
accomplish it more fully ; — ^the inviting enjoy- 
ments which lead even many of thy own jQ^dren 
captive, and: which surdy of myself I oomd nat 
have witiistood, yet ofteuer than once have been 
refused for diee ;^-^with what I have again and 
again suffered before I attained my present 
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stAtef, are all, I humbly trust, evidences of my 
Sincerity. And after all, can it be that I shall 
fell shott of the prize I have in view, entire efe- 
votitm of heart and life to thee f Forbid it, 
O ixiy God, and do *' exceeding abundantly above 
all I can ask or think." 

August 6. The Lord, who is continually 
loading me with his benefits, has twice this day 
remarkably interfered in my behalf. SurelyTie 
giVes his^ angels chaise concerning his people. 
Though I am poor and needy, he thinketh on 
me. 'In the evening, he preserved me from 
"broken bones to which I was exposed by a fall. 
A few hours after^ when walking home from the 
diieipel, I witnessed a most melancholy scene, 
occasioiied by the falling in of the North Bridge.* 



*■ Iteateluteel of this bridgpe^rtts Mr. Willkm Mylnc, 
who agreed witk the Town-councU of Bdinborgh to finii^ 
th^ work for 10,140/. and to uphold it for ten yeara. It 
was also to hare been finished before Martinmas, 1769 ; 
but on the eightli of Augfust that year, when the work was 
aea4y eMipleted, tiie vaalte and side walls on the south 
leH down*. and nine people were buried in the ruins, and 
Buuty Vfkoir^ hurt. This misfortune was occaioned by the 
foundi^tion .having o^n laid, not upon the solid earth, but 
upon the/rubbish ofHbe houses, which had long before 
been built on the north of the High-street, and whi<4i had 
been throwu out inio the hollow to the northward. Besideit 
this deficiency in the foun^tion, an immei^ hiad of 
esrth, which had been laid oyer the vaults and ajpches, in 
or^et to raise the bridge to a proper level, b&d no doubt 
conlnbu^ed to produce the catastrophe above mentioned. 
Enc, Perth, Art. Edi^. § 17, 

S4 



I had passed over this bridge aiK>ptfaw Jbpm 
before^ Wad wa^r withia less tbw. five minutes 
of pas9mg over il agaki» W^hen almost In a 
moment^ 4;be greatest naise I ev^ heard (exieept 
on a similar occasion^ wheal wa$ as remnrkably 
preserved) filled the ain Lt ^aemed as if; the 
pillars of nature were giving w&;*< Instantly 
the cry respupded,—^^ The bridge is fallen/' 
Amazement and fear sat on every countenance^ 
each poe •dreading his own loss. The iiord 
preserved me in some measure cpmpps^ and 
my views were clear^ : O haw predpi^f, did I 
feel Christ to my S0ul> ^d et«:r9ily a{ipea]::ed to 
open to my view.* The aensati^in of gratitude 
was so powerfol^ as almost to ov-ercpme me^ 
The injt^i^psition of Prqvidencewasfsp conspir 
cuous^ and I felt so unworthy of it, that I was 
overwhelmed with astonishment. Gratitude and 
love to God my S<iviour, who ^ppeai^ nigh, 
flowed into my soul so as to render meiilmost 
unable to speajc : indeed iny thoughts were too 
big for utterance. On the first opportunity^ 
I endeavoui^ to make a new sttriender of 
that life so graoiously preserved to lum who 
was so well entitled to it. I had often done 
this before, but here was a fresh call. O my 
God^ grant that this new obligation may produce 
greater .devotion of heart and life to thee. 

Sept^ 7* Was not well in body, but t»he Lord 
made me joyful in his house of prayer. Mr. W— 
preached 6n 1st John, iii, 2, *' Beloved now are 
we the sons of God,'* &c. He enlarged on the 



ipeml oiitilntodcnttricsby^wbitiktm mig^feitemme- 
iriiedler we vmre bto ptople;. fKbe L»id ntMie 
BOfianrefdy sensfiUe «£ his wodccn toy sDid. ir 

be cwateolfy airaves n^ #0 n^ kilmBt m U» 
bloody wi^aiit haiaD{pi«ocmrvfeta tiwe ttiarln : 
ydt thesd^ iA the siine tioK^ a«e;oomiboniise 
eKidences /nrhi^b oanool be: omtasohed \|4ilttmli 
Anger* > W99MimiafiiHriA^€0Hqpiflf^«ix|;«h^ 
>tfMi jswritois )>eopb> and mwarAg 6m 4 CBmm 
sulgtet% jDQijr apitita were hiAvied. I un<eflbo» 
anattlQ oS intanpeaatiee botb ia spodafag aad 
Ifcinldii^. ' Fxeqiimllgrf 'I' aiifibr incolivnieiuni 
from the latter when writing. Tlmd^t flnm 
ao.plmtiAiUy into^ mtf mind, that I lose one-Mf, 
b(fi)re Itan^fKOfatlj anawge the ffeBMuwIo!; awl 
fram Afar cams soindimcs da lybi write ai aii. 
The fom^ alst) is a snare in. cdnvecaktiony 
qnislog jlM tdt 9sak mmdi Bine^ than^ aponieH 
fleetkin^ I peroeaviel oogittQhaye.dime.. What 
I want la a coBstant seU^rescdfectian : iheeye <W 
my eonl eyer fixed upon Chriat. Lord, give me^ 
this blessiagji ai!u£anaUenie> to. stand poifeol and 
complete in thy whcde wtU» 

Oetober 13% l^nce last date (Sept. 9,) I haire 
been in.oMitousi motion^ hatriog tnuveUed alkwci 
fi!7e imndved mites, in aearek of/iisaitfa tajou^ 
and bodf • I anfendy longed' tor ais iacnoaae ^ortB 
the DIrine life, wd hoped the jonrn^' wikil^ ton*^ 
tribnto tomnrds it, w I ex^dyed seyer&l oppoFttt^ 
Qities of seeing and coiureraing with many hapf)^ 
£5 



CkriBtimiMj aad bad jmidi to lemHlc of liii^ good- 
ness of God to n^sdf. One mtaqposMon in my 
ftyoor I hope never to fo^iget. Atone particobu' 
place^ he greatly revived ray aool ; wfoomnionly 
strengtfiened my fiddi.in the promises^, and 
opened my month to speak for him m ajnaaner^ 
that^ knowuig my ntttnral shjrness of temper^ 
nudoes me astaniahed. Bat vAen he com- 
mands, power is ^ven to obey. Yet^ upon 
a retrospective view, of thisjoomey, I sieemuch 
aanse to blush and.be aduuned. I fed as much 
cmtritioii of .hewt on account of sin, and the 
total depravity of my nature, bb ever 1 felt in 
my life. O my Gody ^^ wash my foul heart and 
make it clean.'' 

. -«i«— 90. Hasre been sinkhig de^er in the 
knowledge of myself, tjum formierly. With the 
prophet of old, I have been led from one 
chamber of imagery to aiioiher, and made to 
mourn for Ihesecret abominations therein disco- 
vered. Had there not been joined to tbis painful 
discouery, a deep sense of the mercy of God in 
Christ, my spurit. would have failed, befoielum. 
But wlnle he sits as: a refiner's fire upon my soul, 
he supports me by the conscdations of his Spirit. 
In spite of my inward distress, this last week 
has been a most comfortable one. Hie word in 
pttUic proved very strengthening.; the work in 
my own soul sweetly according wjtb.it, while 
the Sphit of God deariy witnessed to both. I 
aho.eiQoyed, especiaUy in the Methodist chapel 
imder. sermons on Tuesday and Thursday nighty 



ah^iaaqplkabte conlscioiisiieiks'.of my unioii with 
imnBy a oneness with him, that is better felt 
than eEpiessed. 

' December 9. Fomd more power to-day in 
rq>roini^ sin than usual. I find it almost the 
hairiest task I have, fearii^ lestpei^lesfaottld 
imagine I do it firom a self-rigbteovs principlev; 
hot this, unless my heart deceive me, is certainly 
not the motive by which I am.aqtuated. Nothing 
could. make meida it, but the strongest con-^ 
viction of duty, and an ardent desute to do the 
whole will of God. There is, I acknowledge, 
lufeother motive .which lielps to determine me )--* 
a desire to be frae from distiess, and to enjoy 
comfort. The latter, I seldom fail to obtain 
when I obey ; the former I am sure to feel if .1 
refuse. Yet I am positive, the glory of God is 
with me the most powerful stimnlative to dfxty ; 
and has ever been so, since he gave his Spirit, 
to witness with my spirit, that I bddng to him 2 
but of late this has sensibly increased. 
; ...».« 29. Hove endeavoured to-do the will of 
God to-day, but have not had so much comfort 
in it as usual. Yet I desire to persist, and through 
grace to press v^orously on, in spite of all op- 
position ; that I may at last obtain, the glorious 
prize-^ of- uninterrupted communion with God 
here, and eternal glory hereafter. Often does 
he own my labours, by comforting, supporting, 
and animating my soul, and by filling me with an 
insatiable desire for power to be entirely devoted 
to hioks The road to this I know is, by en-> 
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dearoiniiig to be fritUbl to the light daeady 
imparted; by bdieviogcoiutantfyimChctstwith 
a lively faidi ; a faith always workiiag by IsveHiid 
purifj^i^ the heart. Faith> geAuiae finth^. is of a 
very active nature, leading ite poasesaors con^- 
tinnally to desire to be employed for the f^xxxf 
of Ood^ and the good of mankind $ ^d^ Aere^ 
fone, they endeavcnr to embrace every c^Jiortn* 
nity fot either ivhich may 6£fer; nay^ they wili 
even seek for opportonities* Q how does my 
heart pant to &el moi^ o£ Ute tnmsformnig. power 
of grace.. 

— p ai.. Thb being the last day o£ the year^ 
I endeavomed.to apend some apedd time with 
CkKl at B^ht, and had the comfort to find, npon 
examination^ I had^ upon the: whole, made some 
small progress in his ways ; especially, in zeai 
for his glory ^ . inr power tovactp ftnr him.;, indesires 
after entiite delvpiaoii, and also in fiiidi and love* 

how nunaiberless have his mercies been to me 
in the co)irse of tke last twriive months : how 
graciously and tetiderlyy and also bounti&Uy^ has 
he dealt with me^ In smne of his diiq»en«itloikS 
towards me,, his^nyercy has been so great, his 
love so astonishing, as no langnlge can ade^ 
quately describe. While meditating upon them, 

1 have often been ^^k^stt in wonder^ Ibve and 
praise/' O ! . my €bd, what am I iimt thou 
shouldest deal thus with me? What- diall I 
render unto thee ? 

** Take my body, sipiriti sou], 
Only thon possess theniide."- 



Maintaan wUat tibou \m wnnigkt in trie, tnd stiO 
keep me tbroogfa faith, until tfaba bast fidfUed 
ur me alLliie good pleasmie of. thy goodness. 



1770. 



Lady M-^e$tabMskata.Seko0i di EdMurgki^^itirH 
to Smtghtan-Hall-^ms the Go^il preached in her 
Hot$$ei^liimy tenih$ued* 



IT was on the second of July in thia ^ear^ 
that Lady Mascwcdl established a School in Edin- 
btti^b^ for the pui^iose of aflfordihg education 
and Christian instruction to poor children. The 
necessity of impressing the minds of the rising 
generation with scriptural truth, was not, at 
^e period alliuied to, so deeply and extensively 
felt as at present. But her Ladyship was folly 
alive to its vast importance, and her benevolence 
was not to b^ confined within the limits of 
eomfkion <atid every day charities. As her hwtt 
devised liberal things, so she was studious to 
find out new methods of usefuUMess, and her ex- 
trtiODB could only be bounded by ber abilities. 



This sdiool was ever after one of the objects of 
her pious sdieitade. Its sole tnaaw^ement^ and 
superintehdence remained with hersdf ; but as 
the benefits flowing from it were seen and ac* 
knowledged, others came forward with pecu- 
niary aid. Her ladyship was particularly careful 
to admit none as masters, but men of undoubted 
piety; frequently examined the children with 
regard to their improvement in knowledge and 
seriousness; and in a great number of cases, 
she was favoured with pleasing indications, that 
a truly religious concern had been excited in 
their youthful minds* She has also recorded 
several ilistances of permanmil good :— of per* 
sons who afforded in mature lUey decided evi- 
dence of established piety; and who gratefully 
.acknowledged, that thtir first religious im- 
pressions were received at this School. A few, 
after they bad been absent from their native 
country a number of years, returned to otkr 
their kind benefactress their tribute of thanks. 
But all the good that has been, and which yet 
may be done by this histitution, will not be fully 
known until the grave gives up-her dead. Each 
child, unless dismissisd on account of improper 
conduct, went through a regular course of in« 
struction for three years ; and at the expiration 
of that period, a bible was presented, to-be 
their guide and compani<Mi through life. At the 
time of Lady Maxwell's death, eight hundred 
children had enjoyed aU the benefitsof this;very 
laudable ^bmty : and it is still in active opes 



ration^ her Ladyship having by her will made 
provision for its existence, so long as time shall 
last. May its energies never be diminished* 

Bat in her endeavours to '^ save souls ficoni 
death," she .did not confine herself to the risiiq; 
generation. Other barren fields, needing culti- 
vation, soon presented themselves ; and she en- 
tered upon the work with a pleasing alacnty. 
Having suffered much, for some time, fi*om bo- 
dily indisposition, and hoping, that a residence 
in the country might be beneficial to her health $ 
she removed for a short period to Saughton-Hall, 
a venerable mansion at a small distance from 
Bdinbui^h. On witnessing among the villagen^, 
a prevailing. cardessness with r^ard to religion, 
she became deeply interested for their spiritual 
welfare. That she might convey to them reli- 
gious instruction, and if possible awaken them 
from their dangerous slumbers, she opened her 
house ; in person invited them to attend, and 
engaged different ministers to preach unto them 
the unsearchable riches of Christ. Many, gladly 
flocked to hear, and evidence was afforded that 
these labours of- love were succeeded by the 
Divine blessing. This, however, to some ap- 
peared irregular, and opposition was excited* 
*^Let all things be done decently, and in order," 
is certainly a Divine injunction; and there are 
some individuals, who appear to think, that to 
attempt to promote religion, or even to make 
any allusion to it, except under some conse- 
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. crttted dbme^ is a Violation cf this pte9q^t4 H^p* 
piljr for some of those v^Ageis^ l<ady M-r- thought 
diffeittnttfy braved the oppositian^ persevered 
in her beaeirolent efforts>. aod had to rejoioe in 
tiie work of her hands. To this praotice^ she 
steadily adliered through life/ wbeneiser she was 
called to resids.in the caiiBttj«> Were the rich 
and noble of our land to ftiQow her Ladyship's 
eKample9 and ^ve their jnfia^iiBe and eoeif^ies 
to the support and extension of godliness:; many 
an ignorant population would eigoy the mtsm 
at more eflScient instruction^ and many a pooe 
wanderer would be led into % the way o£ peace. 
Freqaent aUnsitms to theseinteresting particnlarl 
will occur in the course of the Diary. 



January L This day should have been given 
especially to the Lord, being the first of the 
year; but he who cannot err, saw meet to 
confine me to bed with pain and sickness. I 
could hardly fix my mind on any subject for 
five minutes together; perhaps a chastisement 
for fbrmeir evib, and surely deserved. I see 
more and more the propriety, or rather neces- 
sity of making religion our chief business, while 
in the enjoyment of health. How soon does 
disease disorder, at least partially, the fiic'dtties 
of the mind; thereby rendering us unable to 
draw at times even any rational conclusion^ 
with regard to the state of out souls*: 



*f Live, while you fire, the )ncred penmiui ccies, 
And give to God each moment as it flies." 

How reasonable ; Locdj enable .me 30 to do. 

— -:* 4. Had thi$ eVjening the benefit of some 
hours conversation with a sensible clergyman ; 
in t^e whole coarse of vriueh I think a catholic 
and moderate spirit prerailed* Woidd we be 
preserved from bigotry, how necessary is it to 
accustom onrselvesi to ttrink and speak on every 
s^ibject, especially <m reiigion, wkb-alibecal and 
generofHB freedom.^ fiJontending earnestly for 
fnndami^ntals^ wMI^ we cheerfitlly Idlow others 
to 6Sffet. ftoni us^' in • donbtfol opinions^ and: th» 
without a diminution of love to tfaeh)» Unques? 
tionably we shall eojay the greatest mn^u. of 
spirit witib those whose sentiments are in all 
things similar to our own; but we are also bound 
to love those who differ from us^ as n^ikibers of 
the same body, as living bnm^es of tiius.same 
vine, - 

O my God> let this heaisenly temper prevail in 
me ; deliver me entirely from narrowness of 
spirit^ from contracted views^. andl enable me 
with a pure heart fervently to love: all. that love 
the Lord Jesus in truth. I cannot help being 
entirely of the opinion expressed by an axiUior I 
lately read; that " no damnable error can dwell 
in a soul.nnited by a living, faith to Christ |-' but^ 
at the same' time^ I believe the hay and stubUe 
olT many^foolish opinions, built on that igood 
fanndatiouj will be.bucnt in. the day of tiiie Lord^ 
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while the soul that had imbibed them will be 
saved. 

February 9, This has been a day of much 
peace^ both' alone and when in company.- My 
views were clear, my faith strongs and Jesus 
nigh 5 and on a close exapaination as to the state 
of my soul, in the view of the approaching sa- 
crament, I clearly x>erteived that a great change 
had passed upon me, which in the word of 6od^ 
is sometimes termed ^^ a being bom again,'' 
sometimes '** a passing from death unto life," 
and again ^^beiiig translated &om th6/kingdom 
of satan into the kingdom of God's d^ar Son.'' 
My reasions for thus judging are. First, I found 
I had be^ convinced of sin, and brought into a 
state of bondage and fear. Secondly, I had 
been convinced of righteousness, whereby I had 
received jpou^^r to believe on C3iTist> and found 
the Spirit of God witnessing with my spirit that I 
was his child: and as a corroborating proof 
that my faith was genuine, I foutid, that it 
wrou^t by love to God and man,* and led me to 
purify my heart. Thirdly, I felt a continual 
hungering and thirsting, after righteoiisness ; 
ardent, and baUtual desires to b& wholly devoted 
to God, together with a deep sensei of the de* 
pravity of my own nature. 

' •— -^ 13. Heard a profitable exhortation^ and 
my heart seemed open to instruction and re* 
proof. I stand amazed when I perceive how 
^mall a proportion my progress bears to my great 
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priril^fes. Lord, qfAaSain my tardy pace. Where-^ 
fqre is it I move ao slowly? If not deceived, I 
am^ in a measure disunited from created thii^, 
and my desires are boundless and insatiable for 
spiritual blessings. Lord^ search me, and see if 
there is yet.undiscovered any way of wickedness 
in me, which, like the worm in Jonah's ^onrd, 
preys upon my spiritual constitution, and keeps 
me thus lean. I was.grieved to feel a proneness 
to-day to be displeased with others. Lord Jesus, 
thou art ^^ manifested to destroy the works of 
the devil.'' O then, ^^ Enter my soul, and work 
witiiin, and kill, and make, alive." Destroy 
every evil temper, unholy passion, and unruly 
appetite; save me from wandering thoughts, 
and idle words, with every foolish and hurtful 
desire. Let the leaven of tiiy grace spread^ 
until the whole be leavmed; then shall I be 
enabled to adorn thy gospel. 

-•i-^ 28. Found myself much hurried, witK 
a variety of persons and things, and had little 
comfort in secret duties, with but small power 
to glorify God in any way, or to resist my ene- 
mies. I have felt greatly defective for some days 
in love to God, in power and composure when 
engaged in prayer : and also a proneness to im- 
patience, self-will, and bitterness of spirit. O 
my God, I am oppressed ; undertake for me : I 
ardently desire entire devotion to Thee, but all 
my efforts towards it are unavailing. I seem to 
row against both wind and tide. O Jesus, of 
old thou didst command the winds and waves^ 



end tbey-fribqred 4ii0r;;<b Uvpu-spdaklihetem^ 
pest of mjr soul into a. calm & ^^ Lay the rough 
patbs of peeirbh nature evcB>*' and agaiic ^^ iDpen 
in my breast aliitleheaven/' In the itftamoon^ 
He who is rich ii^ mercy^ iatome nieasi^fe hdfled 
me^ and: .in the 0vening> I felt animated and 
comfertifed by comiverBing widiia.feUow^'traveUer^ 
whose sentiments .oonoeming: the* tbioga both of 
time and eternity, are very /similar 'totny^d^wa: 
yet nothing can satbfy but the^destmctioiei-of 
every thing in-medntos eoairary to the will of 
Oodw Without holiivess theare caandt. be bap-^ 
pinese.t Lord^ hear my pmy^r; dry up this 
corrupt foiantain, and unite me, wholly to thy* 
self, thut loMiy glorify^ Thee. 

April .!« : At sdven> hei^ a lecture fjrom 
John u 13 1 under which the eye of my faith Was 
clear as the jibining.of the aun at no<in-day: 
Jesus seemed to stand in the midst, uid I knew 
him/ as )tba Son: of €rod, and as my Saviour. 
Amazing mystery of redeeming love ! But, Lord^ 
let 'me sink deeper and deeper every day in the 
experknental knowledge of it. O let me sink 
into all the depths of humble. loT^e^ and also rise 
to all the heights of Christian confidence t tfaus> 
Lord> though a worm, I shall bring glory bo thee ; 
without (strange notidn of some) derogating 
from .thy. priestly office. O the various devices 
whereby 'Satan deceives the children of men; 
not only the wicked into final destruction, but, 
aksi*- the. children of God, whereby they suffer 
muchloss^. and. fall far short of that degree of 



gldry they miglit have biongfat Urn- here^ and 
of eanseqaaaK^e have eqgoyed tJieraselFes here* 
after $ many of them escapiiig onfy aa irifthtbe 
dfiin Jo£ their te^Hu Lord^ prevmt nie, ebe it 
will lie my awtt case. 

««-*H-26« Thi» evening I ardently desited to 
go totfaehouse of God ; anfl^ upon getting there, 
fiir i^ while CTJoyedniiieh.ceinfort'; but it war 
soon hiterrupted by bodily indisposition, l 
grieved to find Irwaa -so easfly incapacitated 
to 'Serv-e God; and, upon coming home, was 
induced to retire hastily :to rest ;.notj however^ 
without afterwards qnestiqnnig the propriety of 
my conduct in eo doingw il^aye^never ^let been 
aUe todeterminey to my own satisfaction, the 
boundary of Christian duty in this particular $ 
how far duty and privilege, should lead me to 
i^ist occasional' and slight indisposition, a^d 
persist in attempting 1x> go on as if inhealth* 
I know I have frequently felt uneasy in my mind * 
upon yieldjng^'top readily^ and* on die other 
hand, have felt ^eomf(Q«t and obtained rdie^ wi^hen 
I have resUtied painfnl feeling, rl also knowthat 
human nature in genoral is .incliiied to self*in- * 
dulgen<^e ; and, therefore, if we err, it is safest* 
to err on tbeodier side. 

— — 27* Pelt ikVLti to-day through unwatch*** 
fUne^ in conversation, though withr the godly. 
I sometimes suffer more when with these, than 
wbui with worldly people : with* thelatteif, we nre 
always on our guard; with the former, sus<*< 
pecting no danger, we loosen thtftdas of watelw' 
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foliiessy and then the eseoiy, ever waiting, easily 
gains an advantage. I also felt a degree of con** 
demnation, on aoconnt of not doing more for 
others. I feel ahnost constantly a paihfoi sense 
of my short comings. Blessed be. Ood, I know 
>ve are justified by faith in Christ ; but thra I 
know also it is my privil^fe to be wholly de- 
voted to God, to be employed every moment of 
my time either for, or/with Mm; and that in 
proportion to the progress I make in the Divine 
life here, the dq^ees of conformity I gain to his 
imagp, so shall the degree of glory be, wUch I 
shall eiyoy with him hereafter ! What a stimu- 
lative should this prove. It is a poor starving 
religion, if it: deserves the name at all, that 
would make uis wish only to esdBipe hell^ txadjmt 
to enter' heaven. ' . 

May 7* I feel impatient with myself, I am so 
unlike Jesus, and make so little progress in con- 
formity to him, though surrounded with pre- 
dous means. Lord, lay too thy hand, that onfy 
can bring salvation ; and, O, let me enter into a 
f^ler rest, sink into Christ, dwell in his wounds, 
be hield in his heart, and lean on his bosom. O 
deliver. me in heart and afifection entirely from 
this scene of folly and sin : ^niable me to main- 
tain a holy indifference to its smiles and frowns. 
I feel a painful r^pret that I have done little for 
God tO'-day. O deliver me from inactivity. 

--«-« 15. Endeavoured to spend some hours 
in the public worship of God, in what is termed 
by some a watch-night. How reasonable is it^ 
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or rather vrtiatapriyUege^ spnietiaies to lengthen 
otit oar deyotions; how much for the Chx;istiaa's 
comfort and profit. How much time does the 
worlding spend> to eaxam things that perish even 
in the using ? How many hours will the drunkard 
give to his cups, the plea^ure-taktir to his amuse* . 
ments? — ^and shall not thie Christian, whose object 
is. so much more glorious, be allowed at times 
also to qxceed the usual limits prescribed for 
worshipping God ? ^* Who shall prescribe a law 
to those that love ?" , 

July 2* JVIany opportuuities occurred to-day 
for the benefit of otl^ers, which I attempted to 
use. O Qodj withhold Aot thy blessjng. Do 
thou, r^parjciably bestow it upon the school 
opened m t^y Namfi: may many souls be brought 
to a knowledge of thyself in it. O God, we 
cledlcate it unto thee ; bless ic, and it shall be 
blessed. ■ . . , 

6. Pnjoyed more life and composure of 

spirit in n>6rning devotion. At ten, went to the 
house of God, where I was both disappointed 
and grieved. First, by finding the word at- 
tended with no power } and secondly, by ob- 
serving the minister at much more pains to in- 
culcate opinions, than to enforce the necessity 
of a change of heart, and a life of devotion to 
God. I cannot think chat this controversial 
manner and method of preaching is the most 
likely way, either to awaken the unconverted, 
or to stir Op Christians co press on for greater 
degrees of conformity to the mind and will of 
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Christ. When it is Much practised, I should be 
apt to fear'the heart is BbC deeply impressed with 
it sense of Divine things. 

Atkgnst 14. Since my last noting in writing 
the Lord's dealings with my* soul, 1 have been 
Confined ly bodily affliction; in the course of 
itj I experienced mucli langfuorupon my animal 
spirits, and also a degree of spiritual stupor. 
Before 1 was takeii ill, I enjoyed much fervour 
of spirit ; every' nerve felt on the stretch for <3od, 
breathing constantly and ardently after the Icnow- 
ledge of his iVill in all things, and for power to 
do and suffer it. I neter had seen it in such an 
amiable light j I felt willing to sacrifice all in 
order to attain. But; alas! how little did I know 
myself. When he shewed me he willed my 
affliction of body and mind, I shrunk bacJk, un- 
willing to drink flie bitter' cup. He has again in 
a measure restored my bodily health ; but still I 
feel a languortipon my spirits, and am to my own 
apprehension 'not so much on the stretch for 
God. I believe this is partly owing to my ner- 
vous system being greatly debilitated. . 

» 29, Saughton^HalL Was enabled to 
embrace the opportunities which offered to-day, 
both for giving and receiving profit, and found 
them comfortable. It seems as my meat and 
drink to act for God. In the evening, I attempted 
to bring some to the knowledge of Qod, by 
having the gospel preached to them in the house ; 
they flocked to hear, and the word seemed to 
fair with power on some. I felt this attempt 
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to do good attended with much inward oppo- 
sition, but afterwards enjoyed much comfort 
and strebgth'of soul. 

September. 6. Felt life and power in family* 
prayer this mornings Of late, the Lord givea me 
more oomfort in this duly than formerly. He 
enables me to enter into the spirit of prayer, and 
Xxyfeel what I say. It was at first a great cross 
to pray in my family, but now I see it is a great 
privilege, and would not give it up on any ac- 
count. How often do I kneel cold aiid lifeless, 
and in a moment he quickens and comforts me. 
Bless the liord, O my souL 

■ 8% When I take a retrospective view of 
this day, it appears as a blank, because I have 
dona nothing for God ; though I do not know 
that I have neglected any opportunity: but I 
long to be all for him ; continually employed for 
him. Many of the children of God are surprised 
at this language ; they think it not necessary to 
be thus employed ; that the Lord does not re^ 
quire it of us. I see \t both necessary and a 
great privilege \ I find it quickens my own soul ^ 
and that in proportion as I am alive myself> I 
' am desirous for the salvation of others; I am 
firmly persuaded, that continually attempting to 
fill up aU our time with and for God, is the. 
way to have our peace flow as a river, and our 
righteousness to be as the waves of the sea<. 
This I speak from experience, and think on^such 
a subject tbe strongest ai^aments may be derived 
from, thence^ At the same timg, \ feel folly 
Vol. I. F 
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convinced^ that salvati^m, from banning to end, 
is all of grace^ I bless God, I feel no desire but 
to build my hopes upon Christ. My heart de* 
ceives me much, if I am what s&me call an 
Arminian in that point : though I believe most 
people do Arminius injustice herdn« I think 
it is others, not him, idio build salvation on a 

- mere moril plan : but be that as it may, I leave 
him and all others to stand or fMl to their own 

. master ; what I want is, the possession of every 
blessing Christ has purchased for sinners. 

— - 1?. Proved to-day how unprofitable it is 
to dispute upon the things of God. It is seldom 
attended with sweetness of spirit, and what 
truth is there against which there is not a possi^ 
bility of raising some objection. But is this the 
most excellent way? Let us be satisfied that 
we are btnn of God^ and then welbave his pro- 
mise who cannot lie : ^^ They shall all be taught 
of God.'' My faith hitherto has not stood on 
the wisdom of man, but in the power of him 
Who cannot err. Upon my first turning to the 
Lord, I was soon aware of the distracticm and 
bitterness of sj^rit which prevailed among 
many, otherwise good people; owing to the 
variety of opinions wWch they had respectively 
embraced. This made me determine, that God, 
and not man, should teach me. I therefore gave 
myself up to him, and intreated that he would by 
his word and Spirit lead me into all truth. Not 
only into these prittciples, absdutely necessary to 
be believed \ but also into sudi matters of less 
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consequence^ that are most far his glory and the 
profit of my own donU Thn re<|iiest i often 
repeated^ and have »nice found the benefit of it. 
It has kept tne from holding any man's person 
in ttUdde admiration { and of conseqnvnce^ from 
implicitly folkmin^ a»y. What h^ been written 
by different imthdrs on hoith sides the question, 
I endeavoured to read with canUon, and received 
nothing bnf upcfiti sutisfoctory evidence. I find 
both safety and comfort, in neither reading books> 
nor conversing with any person, withont imme- 
diate ap^cation to the Lord, that I may rec^^ 
nothing from either, but what i^ agreeable to 
his holy wilL 

October 9. My unfaithfulness ye^lterday 
stirred me up to attempt greater vigHance to- 
day, and the Lord gave me opportunity fthd 
power; and much sweetness and strength, as 
usual, immediately followed my feeble eiforts. 
O how desii^ble it is to do the will of God. I 
sometitnes think being allowed to do this is 
reward enough, though I should not see any of 
the fnrit of my labours ; but be is veiy giuciotE» 
in condescending to shew at times, that my at- 
tempts are not always in vain. I do desire to 
glorify hiin : this by fi^ proves the ^ttongest «ti« 
inuktive to duty, and I think increases so a»i 
almost to supersede an other m<>tives^. Porsbnie 
dayti past, I hitve felt the deepest convictions of 
my heti^snes&, and inability to do any thiiig, 
but ia t am ev^ nhMmlil assisted ; and from 
^neS hhs sprung deep gratitude to God, for 
F2 
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the gospel plan of salvation. It is well for me 
that I am to be saved by grace 5 for I am nothing, 
have nothing, and can do nothing. The Lord 
often causes me to dwell upon my own imper- 
fections, follies, and miscarriages ;—^makes me 
sensible what a poor, wretched, miserable, com- 
fortless creatare I should have been, if left to 
the efforts of Mature | and this makes me admire 
his bounty and goodness to me* But notwith- 
standing this, I feel pride ; I am far from that 
deep humility which flows fronx a thorough 
knowledge of ourselves. O, how dull a disciple 
I am ! bow often do I need to be reproved for 
the same fault ! O, for power in all things, and. 
at all times, to do the will of my God. I look 
for this : — this is the perfection I aim at. It is the 
highest idea I can form of happiness ; the most 
refined and exalted enjoyment of which I have 
any conception 5— living every moment in the 
spirit of sacrifice; feeling my will, sweetly 
flowing with his ; but this the power of Divine 
grace alone can efiect. My Jesus, what endless 
praises are due to thee, who hast purchased this 
great salvation ; also to the Eternal Spirit, who 
applies it ; and, to trace it up to the Fountain- 
tead, to the ever-blessed Father, who planned 
it in the councils of eternity. All glory, honour, 
and praise to tl\e triune God. 

f— — 22. I seem to grow worse, instead of 
better. Q, that I might believe this appre- 
hension ^^'as occasioned by increasing light. I 
tvould not flatter myself, I wish to know the 
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worst. Shew me. Lord, as I can bear it, the 
depth of my depravity ; but let me also prove 
the utmost power of thy transforming grace. 
Wretched as Lam, I still thirst for the glory of 
God, aijd the salvation of my fellow-creatures ; 
and would wish, if strengthened, to do or suffer 
any thing, to procure both. Yet in spite of this 
constant ardour, I have continual need id be 
stirred up to greater activity in the ways of God. 
I find a propensity to sink into a supine spirit: 
this, I believe, is in part occasioned by a weak 
body, together with a delicate nervous system, 
and a natural inclination to solitude. Yet I think 
this last is well nigh conquered, by a strong 
de«ire to do all the good I can while in this vale 
of tears 3 though herein I am circumscribed 
within very nftrrow limits. Were my abilities 
equal to my desires, my acts of beneficence 
would be diffusive as the rays of the sun, and 
numerous as the sands upon the sea-shore. 

Dec. 18th. I bless the Lord, he has increased 
my communion with himself to-day. I found it 
sweet J yea, seemed drawn by Diviije attraction, 
to leave the creature, in order to enjo]^ my God 
by prayer and meditation ; while a sensible com- 
munication seemed opened between my soul and 
the invisible world. What shall I render unto 
the Lord for all his goodness! Alas, how in- 
adequate are my returns of gratitude, love, zeal, 
or activity. I have r^mch cause to blush and be 
ushamed, and also to lament that my progress 
in sanctification is so small. In the evening, 
F 3 



102 THB UFB Of 

r€ad. a sermoii on the pxvnieg^ of beliisveni, 
especialiy in their con^oiinioB with Christ. It 
proved a time of refre9hipg5 ft aeason of love : 
my views were cief^r.j my faith, love, and grar 
titttde were inpreasfad i wlule the Lord clearly 
nh^yn^^ me, th^t aU th^ through gra^e vfus mine, 
^'Q wondroijiQ grace, O boiijidless love!" At 
nighty while reaf^^ the ]|)ob|e t^m^ny which 
many of oW bore to tJi^ tr^th^ both by their 
life f^ deatii^ my soul fi^t 9101^ d^ym' Q^t tbnii 
for a^loD^f time^ foctbe^c^ salvfttHMft of Qod> 
I seemed, to mount up on the wing9^ of sjtfOQg 
desire. I had girieved for mAny leeek^ fcr the 
want of tl^ bl@0^B^< Since the middle of July 
last| when I waa aei^d witb a seisere iUne^ I 
seemedin a great mea»}fe to loae it : I thought 
i had never fully reooveved it, yet- my eiyoy- 
ments, as to the camfm^s o£ 7^igioa> have been 
greater than they were even then* O what 
cause, h^ve I to pndse the Lord, that since I 
came here, hardly a day has past in which he 
has not given me a special token of his love, to«> 
gether with peace in. believing* Indeed he has 
never suffered me to give. up. my ccmfidence, 
since thehapf^ day heUesaed me with it. Once 
or twice, for a day or twx>, soon after I obtiuned 
peaee, my evidences seemed a little ckKuded^ 
which threw me into great distress; but the 
Lord, who has abounded in all goodness to me, 
soon returned to me what I had lost ; so that 
these tossings seemed permitted, in order to fix 
me more solidly on 'the Rock of Ages. "O what 
shall I do my Saviour to praise," 
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Lad^ M-^^slHwry continued^ 



Janiuury 16. My commuiiioD with God^ and 
his d«ar Son^ has been deightfiil for some days 
past; O to havi it mrithnat these interruptions 
to i«hich it has hiOerto beea siibjcet. Could I 
receire an c^nnioii, embraced by tsanyi my dis*- 
tress on this ace6«uiit would mot be so gusat; 
iwhi^b is, that God witfadraios from the feottk of 
bis peopie without any ofienoe ^ven on their 
part. From the Scriptures^ I think it rather 
appears to be their pri^li^ to en^oy constant 
communion with hifi. In John xir. fS3^9 he seems 
to promise it : ^^ If a man love me^ he will keep 
my words ; and my Father will love him, and 
we will come unto hint, and make oiir abode 
wirh binu'^ In all &e {daees of die Old Testament 
I recollect at present^ sin is by God assigned as 
the only cause of pmiishing his pec^le^ or of 
keeping back from thenr any good thing : but 
in this, as in all things, I would wish to be open 
to conviction* I desiren to bless his holy Name, 
that, though I feel a dt§erence as it respects the 
degrees of communion I enjoy, yet he never 
F4 
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takes from me the witness of his blessed Spirit. 

what cause for praise. In the evenings felt 
access to God in prayer, and power to jnake my , 
wants known to him. 

February 11. Heard a profitable sermon on 
Rom. viii. 32. Towards the end, when the mi- 
nister addressed himself to the children of God, 

1 felt a sweet consciousness of being one of them. 
This was immediately followed by an anxious, 
earnest desire, to be entirely devoted to him ; 
find a painful conviction of my short-coming. 
I desired to be in secret, that I might pour out 
my heart toCrod: but when I got by myself, 
found a vMoit of holy violence in prayer. Lord', 
let me not rest short pf being wholly given up 
to thee. I see this at a distance, and O how 
much is it to be desired x-^-^alkmg mth God. 
For several days have enjoyed much sweetness 
in the exercise bi, waiting upon God; desiring 
his will should take place, and that in all things 
I should be resigned to it. . I have many things 
depending at present^ many fears, cares, and 
trials ; but find some comfort in giving them all 
up to him. J hope he is in some measure wean- 
ing me from created things. Lord, enable me to 
say, "'Tis done, the great decisive part, the 
world's subdued, and heaven has all my heart.*' 
*^ We are chained to this world by strong ties,'* 
(says a good man,) ^' and every sorrow cuts ti 
string, and urges us to rise ;'' therefore I would 
bless God for all,. but »io5^ for the severe. He 
did indeed choose me in the furnace of affliC'^ 
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tlon;— 2fe took ally and then He gave me all; for 
he gave me his dear Son, and having him I have 
all things- O for a deeper acquaintance with 
him, a closer union and greater conformity. 

March 2. I have been much hurried for some 
days, and variously tried ; yet the Lord so com- 
forts and supports me, that I hardly wish to get 
out of the furnace. I never felt so much recon- 
ciled to the cross : it is, I find, productive of 
many good effects. It weans us from the world, 
from selfy softens the heart, and breaks the 
stubborn will f yet this only through grace. Ifeel 
a disposition to lay as clay in the hands of my 
Divine Potter* I believe when the cross ceaseth to 
be necessary y I shall suffer no more. Lord, carry 
on thy Vark in me, in thy own way. Endea- 
voured to embrace the opportunities that offered 
for the good of others these days past. However 
unable to effect this^ my desires are no less than 
usual, and the Lord still continues to own my 
feeble efforts. 

22. To-day, I feel unwell in body, but 

i bless the Lord for peace of mind, and some 
eommunic^n with himself;, this supports me under 
the pressure of various trials* ^^ It is good for 
a tnKtiy* says the mournful pro^et,. 5^ that he 
bear the yoke in his youth." I have fou»d it so 
tor years* The medicine was indeed bitter, but 
since the cure has-been in any measure effected 
by it, it is great cause of thankfulness.. I would: 
siiill, CX my God, desii^e to be as clay in thy.hand,, 
aoid uot g^Q place to one murmuring thought :: 
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and if, (as I bdteve it is,) for thy glory, would 
farther desire, with tby servant of old, ta oount 
it a» joy when I fall into tribulation. Alas, I 
am far from this! O: my God, howr much is 
still to be done in me : work fct the glory of 
thy great Name ; and let, O let me enter into 
rest, that I may praise thee.- Have felt at times 
to-day a cloud of grief; not darhening, but 
pressing down my soul. There may Ji>e sorrow 
without sin. There is^ I think^ a degree of this, 
that has its foundation in simple nature, which 
doth not render us^ culpable in the sight of God. 
Lord, my sighing is. not hid from thee ; neither 
are the causes* of it. I commit all to thee ; O 
let it be in welMomgi What, in a great measure, 
quiets my. mind under every event which befals 
m^ is, resolving all into either thy express, or 
permissive wilt: and as such, I feel it precious, 
however' otherwise afflictiiw. Yet at times my 
distress receives a pungency, from a thought that 
frequently passes through my mind,* viz.. that by 
ray sin$, I constrain God to chastise me, Lord^ 
I would not willingly ofien^ thee ; it causes grief 
when I do. Alas, that I need so often to sorrow 
on this account. O Jesus, how precious art 
thou to me„ who feel I come short in all L do,, 
and in many things offend. 

April 12^ Found power through grace ta 
thank God, yea to rejoice, that I was disliked 
for Christ's sake ; yet nature seemed to think it 
severe. My soul was grieved this forenoon with 
U>e workings, of corruption j O for victory. Of 
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late^ I have fdt a painftd consciousness of my 
unprofitableness. I seem to Iiv« for no good 
end. Lord, stir me np, and give me power to 
do something for thee ; and do thou enlarge my 
borders. O let every power, faculty, oad talent^ 
be sanctified and set apart for thee* Thou, Lord, 
knowest what a grief of soul it is to me, that 
my abilities at present are circumscribed within 
such harrow limite. Had I millions, I would 
glory in using all to promote thy eause in the 
world* O make me fdthfiil in the small matter 
thou hast committed to m; trust.. 

May 4. The Lord enabled me to rise 
early, in order to wait on him this morning ; and 
though I did not obtain what I wanted, yet I 
find in general,, my expectation of the blessing is- 
weakened,, or strengthened, according to my di- 
ligence in the use of the means of grace which 
God has appointed. It certainly is the rankest 
enthusiasm to expect any blessing without the use 
of means. May the Lord give me that measure 
of grace, which will enable me to work as dili- 
gently, in the way pointed out by the oracles of 
God, as if my acceptance and whole salvation 
depend^ on it;: and yet at the same time, to> 
Vtust no more to it, than if I had not done so. 

June 17- Opportunities occurred to-day for 
the spiritual and temporal good of others, whicb 
I attempted to improve;, the Lord only can give 
a blessing.. Angels themselves without this, 
would be of no service ; and with it, the 
meanest creature may do good-. In the evening,, 
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obtained power to take up ray ctoss and follow 
the Lord; though it was not succeeded by any 
particular blessing : yet I find, every step taken 
in the unfrequented path of self-denial is of use. 
It strengthens our confidence in the pardoning 
lave of God, jand weakens the principle of self- 
indulgence, to which we have a strong natural 
propensity^ 

22. Being the fast-day before sacrament 

in Leith, I set apart all the forenoon for prayer, 
reading, meditation^ and self-examination ; and 
all the day and night for abstinence : and though 
very dull when I began the work, I have reason 
to say the Lord was gracious.. He seemed to 
melt down my heart under a sense of repeated 
backslidings (at least partial ones) from himself ^ 
shewed me tlxe evijs that remained in my heart and 
lifei and at the same timcj^ shewed me the 
things that were freely given, me of God. He 
gave me strong desires that whatever was amiss,, 
might be rectified, and what was lacking might 
be supplied. Upon a i-etrospective view of my 
state since last at the Lord's table,, I have 
much reason to mourn> that, iti^tead of having 
gained ground,^ I seeqi to have lost some. I da 
not find such firmness* in. taking up my cross,, 
nor such constant selfrdeniar as \ have expe- 
rienced.. O my God, have mercy on me, and 
let me noc sink from thee: stir me up for the 
gloiy of thy Name. Enjpyed a sweet time in 
secret prayer. tOrday, and thought 1 was enablecf 
in faith to plead a promise, forcibly applied to^ 



DARCY, LApy MAXWELL, 109 

my. mind some time ago, and which I imagined 
many' months since, the Lord was about to ac- 
complish: bnt these fair appearances he per- 
mitted to be blasted, (perhaps to try my faith), 
and my expectations grew faint, though still in 
a measure I believed the promise could not fail, 
^^ that it was for an appointed time, and in the 
end would speak/' I was therefore encouraged 
to wait for it ; and for some days I have been 
enabled to " hope against hope/' Yesterday, I 
seemed by faith to anticipate its accomplishment^ 
though without any knowledge of the time when. 
'' I had fainted, unless I had believed to see the 
goodness of the Lord in the land of the living/' 
'^ Wait on the Lord, be X)i good courage," O 
my soul, ^^ and he shall strengthen thine heart i 
wait, I say, on the Lord/' Though surrounded ' 
with a variety of trials, temptations, and inward 
conflicts ; with the concurrence of many out- 
Ward circumstances,. whi<di have a natural ten- 
dency to depress and weigh thee down ;, yet 
still trust in thy God,, and glorify him in the 
fires. He has delivered, he does deliver,, and he 
will still deliver.. O, what good cause have I 
still to trust in Wm for all things,, when he has 
so clearly revealed his dear Son in me j. and even 
in my deepest distress^ whether from within or 
without, never permits me to lose siglit of a re- 
wqciled God, or of my union with his blessed Son..^ 
What an unspeakable blessing: well may this, 
support me under every pressure. But how 
little acquainted with the Divine life are. those 
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who think and say, that there can be no distenes* 
of soul where there is a constant sense of an in- 
terest in Christ, I feel the felsity of this asser- 
tion. What numberless waves of sorrow have 
gone over my head, even in the space of the last 
twelve months. Many of them, indeed, if not ally 
unknown to the world, though many of them 
were from it. I confess, in them all the Lord 
graciously supported me, and in many of them 
be richly comforted me. He caused his conso- 
lations SO' to abound, that upon a review, I do 
not think I should wish to have been exempted 
from any one of them, except those my sin and 
folly brought upon me. I cannot tMnk that 
these could be either for the glory of God, or the 
good of my soul. 

Edihburgh,^ New Town, July 19. Since my 
last date in June, I have been variously hin- 
dered, and have moved from my lodgi^igs to 
this pikee, which, in all probability,, will be the 
last remove, till I go hence to be no more seen. 
I trust the Lord will give me peace in this place^ 
and greatly increase me, even with all the in-^ 
Grease of God. This new habitation was early 
dedicated to God y the foundation vjras laid in 
prayer ;. it was carried on and fini*ed witb 
prayer; and again, when I came into it, it was 
solemnly devoted to him.. Before that, he had 
owned it,, and in the space of two weeks that I 
have been in it, he has given me s\^et inti- 
mations of his love, the privilege of many 
r prayers from his servants and people, who also 
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have dedicated it to him. OmyOod^ do thou 
make it a habitation for thyself to dwell in ; let 
thine eyes be towards it for good, and thine ears 
opejft to the prayers that shall be put up in it. 

-'— 21, My spiritual joys have not been so 
great to-day. My time has been much occupied 
for the good of others, but I did not feel such 
neiames9 to God, neither such a clear perception 
of Divine objects as usual. Is there to be obtained, 
yWbile.here, such a stability in the ways of God, 
as will render our feelings always alike? Ah! 
no, — the union subsisting between the soul and 
body, is so close and intimate, and the latter 
necessarily subjected to such a great variety of 
changes from different causes, that these must 
unavoidably^ more or less, nffwt its immaterial 
companion* One would almost regret that, 
agreeably to. the present laws of human , nature, 
we can reoei\*e no impressions but through 
the gross medium of matter. What a gjboi:k>us 
prospect does revelation afford us, when this 
mortal shaH put on immortality; "when we 
shall know even as we are known." We shall 
then at fii^st sight perceive, .causes and their 
effects, without the tedious^ process of sea^ 
soning; -every facul^ of t2ie soul will be en- 
lai^d, made perfect, and commensurate with 
the objects and e^oyments of the heai^enly 
country ; but abo^ all, we sbaU,. if truly, good,, 
for ever^bask in the beauts of redeemii^ love. 
How surprising, that the thoughts of such, 
amazing hlis^ doe» not prove a stcoi^ec sttmu* 
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lative in our Christian course f Why, O my soul, 
so languid ? why not always praising ? Lord, 
forgive my duluess ; O kindle a greater flamie of 
Divine love in my heart, and let it never be ex- 
tmguished, but burn brighter and brighter, tilt it 
mingles with the blaze of eternal day. 

23. I bless God I have peace, but I do 

not feel the lively actings of faith; that inex- 
pressible sweetness which flows from a close 
communion With God, with which, through super- 
abounding grace, I am often favoured. How 
many persons, things, and places, have strove 
for my heart ^^^ but still through the agency of an 
invisible Power, the scale turns in flavour of 
God, and eternal things, I see, I feel the vanity 
of all below; and yet, how often, for a time>: 
am I overcome with those very things*which I 
in my judgment despise* This proves what an 
overmatch passion is for reason ; it proves, also,^ 
bow far we are fallen from that original rec- 
titude, in which man was at first created; but, 
above all, it convinces, me what a debtor I an* 
to God : who, without violently controling my 
will, hAs often, by a sweet Omnipotence, inter- 
posed, and drawn me from many things and: 
persons that would have otherwise proved 
hurtful; arreting (if I may use the expression)- 
l)oth my judgment and affections* Ever more, 

. O my God, do thou thus' guide and over-rule my 
determinations both in heart and life, till thy 

V love- has made an entire conquest. 

August 3. My spiritual joy hasin a measure^ 
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sabsided, and settled into a calm sweet con- 
fidence in God^ with a delightful conscioYisness 
of my union with Jesus. How far superior is 
this heart'felt knowledge of God, to the ab* 
stracted and metaphysical reasoningof the schools. 
While our knowledge of Divine things rests only 
on this latter evidence, its influence must be 
very feeble ; not sufficient to enable us to resist 
temptation, or to persevere in the path of virtue 
and true goodness. Pound my soul strengthened 
and comforted to-day by helping others in the 
good way. 

6. This has truly been a sweet day. I 

have enjoyed close communion with the beloved 
of my soul. Jesus has been very near, and as 
visible to the eye of faith, as ever a material 
object was to the eye of the body. This language, 
to those who are unacquainted with experi- 
mental religion, must appear quite unintelligible ; 
but, ^^he that believeth, hath the witness in him- 
self/* True, indeed, this is an argument for the 
truth, that can have weight with none but those 
who feel it. O that I could convey its powerful 
effects to the hearts of all. i Was a good deal 
hurried through the day, but having instant 
access to the tower into which the righteous 
run, I enjoyed much .comfort. How blessed are 
those whose God is the Lord. But O, I long to 
feel more of the sanctifying influences of those 
manifestations of Divine love. How unlike am I 
to Jesus ! How little of his mind do I possess ! 
\n the evening, walked out with a Christian. 
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friend; my heart felt aspiring to God: I saw 
bis name on all around me : the sky was un- 
clouded and serene^ a lively emblem I thought 
of a soul at peace with its Maker. Endeavoured 
to improve the time by religious- conversation^ 
and also dared to reprove notorious offenders: 
Were I to follow my natural inclinations^ I 
should wish nevar to find faulty but by the silent 
reprdbension of a better conduct* The oracles 
ofGod^ however^ are so clear in poinUng this 
out as aduty^ and it is so written on my h^art^ 
that when I disobey, it brings distress* I am 
therefihre constituned to do viol^ice to mysd^ 
rattier than hurt my own coaiscieoce^ and grieve 
the Spirit of grace. I confess it requires much 
prudnce and wis<k>m to determine the m0»9ier 
and Ae Umt; a deep consciousness of this 
oftea deters me. 

--'— 7» Alas, I have done little or nothing 
for God to^ky. J loi^ to be active as fire for 
him^ and steady »b the needle to the pole. I 
seem at pra^t to lead a useless life. Lord, 
point out my vroy; shew me if th^e is any 
thing ) can do for thee. I grieve to live as a 
piece of live-lumber in the world. I hope to 
hlive yet something to do; what it is I know 
not. I trust this hope and desire flow not from 
ostentation; but gratitude to that God who has 
done so much for me. Hed I thousands, I think 
through grace, I would spend them in propa^ 
gating the gospel, in spreading the knowledge of 
Jesus, ^^ that Uessed name that charms my fears^ 
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and bids my sorrows cease/' O what music is 
in tbe sound. Oft^n When I r^ or hear it, n^y 
Jieart (if I may u^ the expression) vibrates like 
a musical chord when its unison is struck* 

-— 25. In the evening, though iudisposed, 
felt n)uch desire to go ta tbe house of God ; 
which I did, but was disappointed. Tbe word 
capne with no power, and my joy was a little 
interrupted, from, a consciousne^ of unfaith- 
fulness. This by soHie m^y be termed a l^al 
spirit ; yet I can hardly see it possible how a 
real Christian om convert with the, word of 
Cfod, and also study bia own. heait aind expe* 
rience, aad not b€ ssmsiMe, thait bis comfort 
increases or dioiinislieis, accordiug to hia cIosq or 
cwelefts waUwg with Qod* I do not Imow that 
any cpn Vq more. wiUipg to ascaribe tbefwhole of 
man^s salvation to free grace ; yet I confei^, I 
see such a close coomiucnt between the reception 
of this gw^e, and a constant attempting to walk 
before God unto all well pleasing ; and a diligent 
use of every ordinaniQe of the Lord^s appointing, 
that, to speak my own experience, I never in 
any measure separate them, but I suffer \o6& in 
niy soul. Yet in this and all other mattars, I 
would speak with the greatest modesty, con« 
scions of my ignorance; and therefore desire 
never to advance my own opinion, either in con- 
versation or writing, upon any sal]9ect, without 
wishing, if it be wrong, that I may be con* 
vinced of it either by God or man. 

— ~ 28. I have cause to remaric the good*- 
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iiess of the Loi*d, who has in some measure ap- 
peared to me in a particular trial, the weight of 
which in part I still feel and fear. There are 
some occurrences in the course of Providence, 
Which, taken separately^ or only considered in 
themselves, seerti of little account, especially t6 
the careless spectator ; but, when viewed by the 
eye of faith, appear impressed with such re- 
markable characters of th6 Divine favour and 
special goodness, that adds, greatly to their in- 
trinsic value. They then bring with them a 
«weet and powerful convictioh of the interpo- 
sition of a Divine agency in our behalf. In the 
course of my small experience in the Divine life, 
I have much to record of the goodness of the 
Lord as manifested in this Way. O how far short, 
do I come in my returns for such a waste of 
love. 

September 5. This morning, while in secret 
prayer, the Lord gave me a clear and strong 
persuasion that he was about to work a great 
deliverance for me, and seemed to shew me iii 
what way 5 and that by the accomplishment of a 
certain event, it was his will to make good the 
promises powerfully impressed on my mind some 
years ago. The impression continued strong all 
the time I was at prayer. T cried earnestly to 
him, that if an enemy had done this, he would 
rebuke tlie adversaiy, and obliterate the remem- 
brance of it, but it still continued. If from 
himself, I felt as clay in the hands of the potter, 
willing, to be moulded as he saw meet } nay, my 
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^natural will seemed quifce broken and sweetly 
flowed with his. I purposely refrain from men- • 
tioning the particulars of this manifestation^ -till 
the accomplishment of these promises proves it 
to be of the Lord* He has in great mercy hi- 
therto kept me from being deceived by dreams, 
visions, revelations, and all the train ^ of evils 
consequent upon giving implicit credence to 
every impression made upon the mind; many of 
which owe their birth only to thp. operations of 
satan, or a heated im^ination; and I trust he: 
Avill still keep me. But entirely distinct from 
this wUdJirey are the clear intimation^ which 
the Lord sees proper at times to give his people, 
of what h(^ is about to dp for them> either in the 
way of deliverance from trouble, or of particular 
trials that are about to befal them, where per- 
haps his glory and the. good of their souls are 
concerned. This is entirely agreeable to the ex- 
perience of scriptural saints, as clearly appears 
frpm the account given of Abraham, Joseph, &c. 
and is corj'oborated by the testimony of many 
now living 9 among whom, if I may mention 
myself, I would say, poOr and undeserving as I 
am, the Lord has condescended, often^er than 
once or twice, to deal thus with me. O how^ 
familiarly does God deal with his children^ 

— ^ — 27- I feel an increasing desire to be 
active for God, and a growing zeal for his glory. 
For some little time my meditations have been 
mostly confined to this one thing, what can I do 
for the Lord? Alas, my sphere is small, my 
3 
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circle teiy narrow; not so my desires^ they 
compass kidgdottM^ and woidd subdue nations 
to God. O that my borders 'were enlarged : I 
partly beliere they wiU. How are our fallen 
natures i^gnifled by being permitted^ and em- 
powered to love' and serve God; yea, in being 
made partakers of the IMviijie nature ! How un- 
fathomable the depths ot redeeming lote ! Lord, 
strengthen and stir up thy unworthy servant to 
dedare thy loving-kindness, to testify of thy 
faithfukiess, yea^ to proclaim to all that thou 
art God; worthy to be praised and had in re- 
verence. Alas, that I meet witii so few who are 
like-minded. Most thmk it is enough if they 
save their own soul. Some suppose it is pre- 
sumption ; that, Usza-Iike, they will be smitten 
by the Lord, if they put their hand to the ark. 
CHihers (strange imagination !) think if they were 
to be active in the cause of Christ, or shew any 
seal for the glory of God, it would be to esta- 
blish their own righteousness, a building salva- 
tion on' a moml plan, and a pretending to add 
something to the finished salvation of Christ. 
For fear of this, they dare not do any thing. 
They sit ddwn with their hitnda across, and rest 
satisfied that whatsoever is c^dained will come 
to pass« Unquestionably, ** known to God are 
all his works from the beginning,'' and his work 
shall be wtaught, though not by them. They 
will lose much of the ciMfif6rt they might have 
ei^oyed fore^ and a great degree of thi^ glory he 
would ha^ givto them hereafter. *^ For as one 



DAUCY^ hkDt BCAXWBIL. 119 

star differeth from another star ia s^ory : so ako 
is the resarrection of the dead/' O^ when shall 
we see thai generous sphit of piety, which pre« 
vaBed amoi^ Ifae primitive ChriMians renved ? 
They were not satisfied with barely saTing their 
own souls, they usedaU thar influence for the 
good of others and the glocy of CM; idl they 
bad was devoted to his servtoe. Notimm -mer- 
cenary viewf^ or from supposing they conld 
thereby gain eternal life» No, a modi more ge- 
nerous motive stimulated tfadr endeavours. 2^ 
lave of Christ constrained them. What a pity, 
tkat this noble incentive to d»ty does not operate 
in a more powevfol BHiniMr upon, their successors* 
I am afraid the fove of tie tvorid eonatraiBS many 
ot them tx> a very different conduct* Th^ do not 
enter so deeply into religion, as to enjoy the 
comfort of it ; of consequence, they seek hxp^ 
fioeas in die creature* This takes theur hearts 
from God, and mskes diem drive heavily on In his 
ways ; and perhaps at last, vfh&i they come to 
die, diey esa^ as with the skin of their teed). 
It is hardly possible to expnsss die folly of this 
oonduct ; it shews die* deep and universal de- 
pravity of human nature 5 that men can prefer the 
husks of this world, to communion with God. His 
willU, that we should walk all the day long 
wid) him> Enoch-like, eyeing his gloiyin all we 
do^ and consecrating all we have and are to him* 
This the apostle terms our reasonable service, 
but is it not also our highest privilege? Lord, let 
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my future conduct shew continually that I 
esteem it such ! O save me from the errors that 
are so rampant among the professors of Chris* 
tianity, in precept and practice^ upon the right 
hand and the left. From dwelling too much 
upon the privileges of the Gospel^ to the neglect 
of its precepts; and also from the leaven of 
phwisaism^ in supposing that the strictest atten- 
tion I can pay to the duties of religion, will 
merit my acceptance with God* May both be 
kept in their prpper place. 
^ December 11. I now take up my pen to set 
up my Ebenezer, saying, ^' Hitherto the Lord 
hath helped me." Since my la^tdate, he has 
appeared wonderfully in my behalf, and given 
me. to find it is not in vain to trust him. This 
he has enabled me to. do for some time mor^ 
than usual, even when all things seemed to make 
against me, and I have not been disappointed. 
He has wrought out a present deliverance for 
me, not in the way I looked for, but in his own 
way and time, which is best. This instance of 
his seasonable goodness, has increased my faith, 
confirmed my hope, and strengthened my love. 
O that my future life may be wholly devoted to 
IBm, who ha9 done so much for me, and who 
has given me cause to expect still greater things. 
This is wholly a temporal deliverance, but at the 
same time stands connected in some measure 
with my profession as a disciple of Jesos ; and 
is such .a proof to me of the faithfulness ai|d 
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goodness of God, as I hope wHl pi*iyve very asefld 
to me, in enabling me to trnst in bim with an 
QDbouhded confidence for the future. 

19. I found the Bdoved of my soul 

near in morning, devotion ; and in the forenoon 
my mind felt sWeetly led out in heavenly medi* 
tations : all around me seemed Qod. With what 
propriety does the apostle say, ^^ To be spiri* 
tuaUy minded is life and peace/' The soul that 
enjoys communion with God, can witness the 
truth of the assertion. Id proportion as this 
Divine life prevails, a deadness to the things of 
time and sense increases; the perception o£ 
heavenly olgects grows clearer; the soul sees 
God eyen in outward things ; . and endeavours to 
make his glory the uttinaate endiof every action : 
she consults him^ on all odca^ioas, and finds 
direction in the minutest steps of life : whatever 
occurs, whether joyous. or grievous, is carried' 
to a throne of grace ; where a degree of holy 
familiarity and nearness 19 flowed, which is 
better felt than expressed. There the. happy 
soul, without tuiy reserve p<Mirs aU her joys and 
sorrows,, her hopes and fears, into the bosom of 
a reconciled God and Pather. If a trial is feared, 
it is either averted, or power is given to bear it 
like a Christian. All desire of worldly things is 
lost, except as they stand more immediately or 
remotely connected with the glory of God; 
and even in that case, all dependence uiK>n an 
aroi of flesh for obtaining them is removed. If 
a babe in Christ can witness the truth of the9e 
Vol.!. G 
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thhigB, €>) tvimt' da tbe fatbers eirjoy? ?! My Cknt^ 
let me know by Inpfy exparieiiGe. 

20. Bndeaiiiotired t© seti npMA this day 

^ prayer, exanrimi^n^.aiid^&BtiDg, adi&i^«&-my 
conslitutian wmilitj perraiiu and IfaBEHecaiise to 
be thankful I fdl a> greatctr degrM<}f heavenly 
* niinde<ine6s than I: ipraofdiy &el. <m these bo 
jcasioRs-; and if my^ heart, dkl. net ^oezvemej 
ibmid reason tocondi)4e^ bwaa not going baok 
In the Dmoe tife. My neasoosi foe thinkkig so^ 
mem ; First, my feetihg imr. squib tisxie a grmter 
^wer to; cast all mj oaves jon:Gof^i and; to trust 
in him, tfaantusuaL Seoondiy, vtot^ 4»]to^V8f of 
course}, less, dependence vpom an arm of fl«5b«» 
Thirdly, gmater love toCiod, md m^re) pother 
to own bim and)biii cause beiDre«i«ar.. F6arthly, 
greater stability in bis wsys^ and iaiso furore eom- 
fort',^ together with ar;gromii^ desire to: be w^boUy 
conformed, «D' least so< ia: as- humanity will 
permit, to bisholy will« BotO whafi oanse did 
1 also fisel to blusfa^. grieiFe^ and; he asAtaimed. 
Lond, rectify wh^ is amies, supply what id 
lacking, and give not over stari^ing^witb: me, till 
t^y love haa made an entire eoo^picBl^ till I am 
lost and swallowed up ih^Tbee* 
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Remark's tfn the IXUtyof Tasting — on ike Smiranttrii 
^of the LoriPs Supper — the Manner in whi^h it is 
administered inScoiland-^Diartf continued. 



IT was aMwttt. this peiio4^ \So^ Lady ^l-^ 
commenced a practice, which han tteen already, 
briefly adverted to^t that of setting a^t wery 
JViday, feir the dotti^ of fastiog, setf-exaifttnatjeni) 
and prayer, 'to ■ these solenin exercises> , on this, 
day^i she regularly and consdentioudy attended' 
throir^QUt the rfemajndefr trf her life> wd at 
these seasons shv w*a geherrtlly favoured witH 
more thtn ordidai^ consolatiOft* How is it to 
be aeootmted for, that the duty of fasting, is, 
at present^: so little regarded liy the ^nerdity of. 
ifd^itwis' pfofessc^s ? The fastKlays of <rar fore- 
fathers, vece fiontioafly retakiedi bftt there is. 
abundan4^> reaiioii t^ si^pect^ that the name of 
the thing is^ dearl^'all UM^t renoiains of it« Is t^ 
because Chtbtiao* have adopted a more regular 
^od aba«5i»iou» wode of living iiow> tlian did 
O fi 
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those of former times ? Or, because some have 
attached a superstitious importance to tills 
matter, do professors think it may be totally 
neglected ^by them with impunity? "Fasting, 
fiays Jeremy Taylor,^* is a proper, apt, natural, 
Uiual expression, and an exercise of repentance ; 
it has some natural and mariy collateral advan- 
tages." ** It is," observes another distinguished 
Divine, " a help to prayer 5 pai-tipularly when 
we set apart large portions of lime for private 
prayer. Then especially it is, that God is often 
pleased to lift up the souls of his servants above 
all the things of earth, and sometimes to wrap 
them up, :ts it were/ to the4;hird heaverfs." It 
will be seen, that Lady M*- in her ^attendance to 
this duty, realized in her experience all the 
advantages here described. 

^ The light in whiqb her Ladyship viewed the 
communion of the body^ and blood of her Lord, 
deserve also to be particularly noticed* She 
looked upion this as aa act of obedience to a 
solemn binding command of her Redeemer, 
given at a time and under circumstances so 
awful and endearing to Christians, as should 
cause it ever to live in' their remembrance; she 
viewed it as forming a bond of union among 
God's faithful followers, as being one of the 
nearest approaches to Deity, and most intimate 
participations of himself; as fumisbing one of 
the choicest means of grace, in which God seals 
his diildren ; she moreover considered it as a 
pra;ctical avowafl of the Chtistiali's attachment to- 
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his bord^ and a pnblic reneveal of his covenani 
engagement. For her to have learned, that 
there were in the world Chri9tian persons^ pro- 
fessing the power of godliness, and declaring 
their love to Christ ; zealous in their attendance 
on pnutential means of grace, yet living in th^ 
glaring neglect of this divinefy instituted ordir 
nance, would have appeared to her such an 
anomaly in r^igion, as to involve in . itself ^ 
palpable contradiction • These views were in no 
wise peculiar to hersejf. This is the . light in 
which the Lord's Supper is viewed by every 
serious person in Scotland, ^ while its binding 
obligation on every. Christian .is acknQwledge4 
even by the profime. It is there considered as 
the test or sign of church membership ; and how 
far any kind of connexion with the Christiaa 
church can constitute a member of the universal 
church of Christ at ally, without^ conmiemocating 
his dying love, as opportuurty may offer, is ^ 
question fairly open for discussion. The stress^ 
likewise, which the mii^isters, north of the 
Tweed, lay on a proper observance of the 
.Christian passover ; explaining its nature, disr 
playing its use, describing the qualifications ne-* 
cessary to a worthy and profitable participation 
of it, and urging its indispensable obligation ; 
all of which are warranted by Scripture, and 
justified by .the importance of the ordinapbce, 
have a tendency to awaken general attention, 
excite desire, dmw a full attendance on those 
occasions; and as great expectations are raieed^ 
G 3 



so spUitwl pi?ofilii)g most Uft^e^pientfy ^eMaes." 
Lady iM*^ delightfuUy «K^rM^ ovevy c^ppr^ 
ttttHty o€ Ihift kiDd^ hot o<ily •at .oiae Imt ^at >dif^ 
ferent phurob€s>. and obo. at the <^a)^l n^i^^e 
hec atteodaim was qonstaqt ; and gensrally, if 
IK^ iniMiobly^ .sbe ^sp^rieoMied tbeui slwifi^ *oC 
rdresbiog ^mnvtte^raseiu^ of llie Jji^. 
• In some «( Ae«aHtifao^ wlikh tiofec'to Jihosa 
«easo»s^ iher li^^hip mil iia iScwmd ^esqiiBaBiii; 
her tbft&kliitetess^ fer hasikig ^b^ii «naUad tOi 
remain ^intil the dose -of ntbe onlinuica« tfo^a 
person Unacquainted *^f^tik <1ie oiatwe <of a 
Soolidb saoramaiaC^ 4mA tallu8tQnfttwill(naHl^a«&*' 
fUmoAa^n. In 4hc fOfndoas ^wkhm^ and <«^ie^ 
eially In the cities aad itoimei thp Mtoilier ^rf" 
aommutjiiQaiita ii $» (giaat^ itiiat #ie aemeiee i^ 
goMraily comtianed fiir aevwal hooiis* i^ on* 
frequentiy from eleven in the mornings unttt 
fisurinthe afternoon ;^ so that few pessons caa 
conveniently remain (the tv^le of 4;he tipae. 'She 
rnann^ also in wbioh the deasffentB cf i bread and 
wine vara distributed^ and the lengthened ad- 
dresses fcoi(i different mimters^ tend to pvotBiet 
tihe service. Axid, liiongfa^ to an vpiniterested 
obsenrec Afaere way often be, ml least, the ap^ 
pearapoeof ,oc»kliisionj yet^ fiDOin^keiwqdiber of 
ministera present,, apd tibe coi^e^ent .isari^ty of 
minis^terialtaknts whidh are oaUed kiio eKordse,. 
tedioosness is giseatly ai^oided. £ftpeciftUy to 
Uiose, who, as Ltidy M*<^ was accustomed to doj^ 
^discern the Lord's body," solemnity andde^* 
voikm ]{eign thi^onjH the wbole, and to:tbe.endl 



BAR€T> SMMTKi&WSLE.' 33^ 



diheli agaia d8laillheK.a9WB /History^ 



February 6, Since my laat flate^ January 29,. 
the Father of mercies hath visited me with 
affliction. Buty Oy how gentle has heen his rod! 
How much mercy has he mixed in the cup! I 
have not in any previous* affliction enjoyed so^ 
rnwch .of God. 1 was allowed sweet communiojt 
with him^ while from fh,e hepnnlng, 1 was 
persuaded there "waa no dea£h in the cup. When^ 
on a sicklDed} what friend is Tike unto God?' 
"Who can support^ who can comfort lil:ehim> 
^is^a3es areliis servants, th^ come at his com- 
jjiand, apd as he speaks to flie proud waves, so 
he does to themj " hitherto shalt thou come, hmt 
BO further." toed, I desire to devote my spared 
life to thee^ O, let all I have arid am be thine : 
hrace jeveryjiervCj invigorate iiiy animal spirits^, 
jscatter the Jife of .Jesu& tbrou|[h every part, and 
stin^tify the whole. The Locd hath this dajr 
ftiUy completed what many months ago he 



* it ^wmmt l»€ acknowte^gel that ^ Sootltb^ evmnU/y 

/* JQat tk%se parsons, jmwmf^v^ who <ga4i«r 4heir ioiiof • 
loatioD of tl\es^ times from the jprofane description diawn 
by the Uceptlous aiitlior of * The Holy Eair,* will be pie* 
pared to 'form an dpmion t)f purttanicsl intelleot and piety 
from 4hc ^uffboi^ery 'fif Butlar m 'bin Hudftrastie rant.'.' 
G4. 



]28 THX L»» QF 

enabled me to believe he woaltl do. How great 
is bis faithfulness^ how great is his condescenision 
to me, even to me! What shall. I say; I feel lost 
in wonder ; words fail, they cannot express my 
grateful sensations; and~ shall I not trust him 
for what is to come? Yes, my God, through 
thy strength, I will believe not one word shall 
fail of all thou hast promised* What mercies 1 
have experienced since the Lord first inclined 
me to seek his face ! I may indeed say, they 
are more in number than the hairs of my head. 
I have committed a few of them to writing for 
my own benefit, but how niany have I omitted, 
or neglected. . liOrd^ write tliem upon my heart. 
I blush, and am ashamed, when I think of the 
poor returns I have made ; of my numberless 
backslidings, repeated miscarriages, and baisie 
ingratitude ; I would deeply lament them. O 
blot them out by blood Divine, bury them in 
eternal oblivion, and for thy Name's sake, give 
me power to walk before thee unto all well- 
pleasing. I have felt for days, past constrained 
to stimulate others to love and serve God. What 
an active principle is lovei ^^y I ever feel its 
sweet influence. 

8. The prejparation before the sacrament 

in the Cannongate. The Xiord hath dealt boun- 
tifully with me to-day; I can truly say, my com- 
munion has been with the Father and the Son. 
When I arose in the iporning, and began to 
examine the state of my mind, I found God was 
with me to bless ; and in secret prayer, I wi^ 
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permitted into tbe preseticercbamber^ and obr 
tained most endearing and heart-ravisbtng viewsr 
of GoB) as a faithful fiop ; . as a promise-making^ 
and promise-keeping God: I baye proved bim 
so indeed, and I, will trust bim. I bave felt my 
soul to-day abborring sin more tban ever, and^ 
earnestly longing to be wbo)Iy giv^n up to God. 

10, Sunday.. Witb greater earnestness 

tban ever, I desired to go to tbe Lord's table. 
4^rose early in the mprqii^, and spent a long 
time in secret, but did not feel remarkably alive 
till within a very little Of my going out. I went ^ 
to prayer, and was enabled to plead the blood 
of Jesus with such prevalence for all I wanted 
at hiis: table, as t never remember before, and it 
was a truly profitable day« My. tide of. spiritual 
joy did not run so high ^ I baye felt it ; bpt I 
epjoyed unutterable peace,, and felt surroui^ed 
with tbe love of God my. Saviour. It seemed 
as a bulwark unto me.. Faith felt almost lost, if 
not; in sight, at least in enjoyment. In my way 
home at night, I* was blessed. with heavenly and 
heart-comforting meditations of God, and his 
aOnazing goodness to me. When I arrived,, the 
Lord fed me with the manna of his love,, and 
blessed social prayer aqd Christian conversation. 
£ternal praises tp the God of. all grace. 

11.. Ii oaonot expresa^ the goodness of 

God to*day,. words will not convey, an adequate 
idea ofi iUto others. In the inorning.feH unwel}, 
nature cried,.,' spare thyself,', but in the midst of. 
weakness I lodged to go to the church. . My bo$^ 
G6. 
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soon Mg^beS t/tr^mgHk^ m^ iUhKyagb lihe dliy I 
w«s fniMumd with svwBt ^eeoimasiaB with mjr 
$bd and 8«noi)r« At :half; ftfuO; tm, l^eanl » 
discoHiM^ from^ '^ AlMde yi» in 'Bftjrdam.*' 'She 
W«tr(fe seemed peoaliMfigF addreesed to^ me^ and* 
the i^thde seraaoa was^ood to my sottl^ suited. 
to4»y«xperieiioe. •Biitmy.<s(ml|iIi«o»tt}NMnbled 
lest any enemy >dbettld >gec in^ *I felt so eentered^ 
IB <jod, Aat the tbcnights ^f even « partiiftsepft- 
Bation was like de«lh. immediately after the 
sermon, went 4o visit the sick ^atill^ny^nind was^ 
pivseFved'in peffeflt peaoe^ aiid in ^«eat eonde- 
Bcenlslon iie Messed ^&e words spoken io the af* 
fiicted^^ I liad> soon sftec^ the fv&afmt ef being 
with those, who were -ignorant ^ iSfodi tbia^ 
€»ttsed.iDe to eryjearne«% to 4ivn/to ppesem^e«ie 
froHi'ii^iiry; «nd4ie heard *cpeinthe<hi«g wbict I 
feaeed; enabled me to ^lefifess him, «nd all the 
timeto e!\]oy deligbtfid communion with himself^ 
My ^oymenfts hme been very gteait to^ay*, I 
think 9 have had^'«»eMure of that, peclect love' 
thait .oastetk out all slavish lean.- • ^LoFd^ whence 
is^Hlhistgoodnesste-nae'! ^ fost a gratefisl -hearts 
'Maintain iii^hat4hott.ha^WFong^. I^fe^-dwcA- 
ing in ^€k>d. {Raises'— |H»Hees—pndse8«. 

96L How dhall I deso^ the deIigfa<Aik 

comoiunioB I 'liave enjoyed wiik God to^ay t--^ 
the permanent re^t I have Crood in himi tie 
4ias^^ce#ie.Hi0nung,«centinualfy'bi«fithed upon 
<iny soul^ nnd by ^ iKvifie oKpination^ my eorfi 
^lasconttnuafiy breathed Ibadcii^lai^* H^ienf: 
fose in the inoming/i&It'my^NHtl^iii&arlan* 



#]h1$ kit, ftfter bMikft9t» imcSimA M> leilnmiavt 
Mid jMnet jfogM. isBiofei a g^d ^tbM at <bhe 
ibroue df gtraoe, wA ImM^taly «ftar th» lio«d 
>^w ikeMT und^gn^ sue ilt feel i^eftOHiMiFiii^ 
iMiit iof ^pBommm»fh^if (kh$ Sadcmr*: ^ If a 
jaMU jbvie ine,. br lyttfeMpt mf viv»nb( and^jr 
£|itliQr fERill love hkxif Md fine ifvitt wme unite 
turn addd jMke 'Oiir abode Tfith bm^'' J^^ »!▼« 98. 
To :tito <Hner inmb Qf^shk &»i^i)0j D^ao 
particular claim,- mA ibe teJige^r I «€^y vff(^ ae 
conveying a more distinct idea, of what Uirough 
altoundin^ mercy I have enjoyed, (ban any 
words I can use. After all, it is more than I Can 
i^{Hieci«^^ hard, wbaib is 9ian^ Wbat/a^ I, tb«t 
ibcn fi^oi^dfifU; 4eal «o famitia^j w^ m^t I 
<MWio|t 4i<|W 4mH inxi 4tot ^ l^ord ba9 givoi 
,ine 4# ^ig^^ for <Mtfqe lii^ a .$m4i// metmiu ^ 
diat pecfeot low wbicb^oastetb ant fewcj a l«»l<; 
pf ^tk€ d^otioQ^ liord^ iaerea^e it, mmI kecjp 
jbt :^ nm h % I f*E^ ^^ I should grieve tiq^ 
SjB^rk, aan} ^htta^ cfMis^ Ibee to defiriv^ lae of it, 
though tiii# feai; UmbypMing? wd I feeljuos^e 
fiOfiftrimHjIli 

•T****^^!^ After writiqgthjeat>ov^jia8t.n4g^, | 
^(^ad aucb^ 4e)jgbtfid inter^^aiuw wit^ 0^4 
hefer^ I v^tired, «»,to mik^-me r^gne^ Itbe mmi^ 
dsity^f jjM;eipc!|iptii)g 4t^ ^ tidd);^; a^^os^fry m^t. 

poured j<i np^ip vff mf^ th^t I &U i^eei^ filter 
vitb tt^)loy$ f4 iQod^ 1^ through tfa^ «jgjbt I 
was «pc9pwpoly di»(iBt«^5^tb f^g^tCuldi^afm^ 
aa4,^^ Job^ scared mA vi^iow* Ia Ibe mdat 
1 
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of them I bappily «W0k€i^ iuid found mfjdj in 
Ood continued. In a few minqtetf^ 1 4igaiii fell 
asleep^ and again suffered si&filar dlitre$s. To 
what shall I impute thisP To ttte^power of evil 
spirits ? To xthe d^ep ebrrupttbn of my heart ? 
Or, to some bodUy disotder, which agreeably to 
the laws of sympathy must affect the mind ? To 
whatever cause it shobid be attributed^ surely. I 
have much reason to be thankfbl that it was but 
a dream. And dreams are but 



• interludes which yancy makes, 



While mouQxch Reaspn sleeps — tliat mimic wakesJ*^ 

Praises to my God, through the day I enjoyed 
commiinion with him, and a measure of that 
restin him, wfiich I have experienced fcH' some 
T^eeks. In secret prayer I was allowed access, 
and fbiind power to plead that nothing but the 
•pure iovie of God might dwdt in my heart. I 
felt a degree of languor on my aiiiiiial spirits, 
-and once ot twice in the course of the day was 
grieved to* perceive, that my manner and spirit 
savoured of hastiness ; especially when speaking 
of those,* ^om I'thought were acting wrong; I 
<hp^e -1 mbiirned over this, and ihajde H fresh ap^ 
pHeatSott to the blood of; sprinkling. When shaH 
ti^ese Canaanices be driven out of" tiie land?^ 
When shaH* I possess thttt-invifitci^le patience and 
^flfiedmess which' lid provocdtiO!i!r caziimdve ? ^ 

March IK Recovered a m^aslire< of comfort 
and strength which I hadldst'ycatieWRiy, by not 
being sufficiently^ courageous' in reproVingiin-i 
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but Still I tiioarn for my ingratitude to Ibat Qod^ 
wlio so uncotDinonly l<mds me with his benefits* 
The remains of impurity idiieh I still feel is 
truly an intolerable load ; and especially of late^ 
since I have been blessed with so much nearness 
and delightful communion with God my Saviour. 
This makes me exquisitely sensible to the least 
touch of sin^ and ciiuses it to produce the most 
pungent sorrow. Lord, give me all that freedom 
froni it, which thy word holds out as my privilege. 

Snndav 15. A day much to be remembered^ 
wherein 1 enjoyed communion with my God. His 
joy was my strength ; whereby I was enabled to 
wait upon him much longer than usual itt his 
house of prayer. In going to his table, I sang 
his praises, feeling surrounded with his goodness; 
Words fail when I would tell how much of his 
love he shewed me. I feel immersed in the ocean 
of Divine love. Silence roust speak that praise I 
oannot utter, the language of immortality alone 
can adequately express it. 

April 10. .Sitidie the 5th Inst. • I have had 
another proof that fne Lord is the hearer and 
answerer of prayer. Fearing a certain trial, I 
cried to him, and entreated he would make a 
way for my escape. His former goodness in 
similar cases, led me to trust in him, and I was 
not disappottited. He has appeared for me, and 
made me sweetly sensible it was hSs own doing. 
This, as at other times, has produced desirable 
oonsequences^-i-inerease of love, confidence, and * 
.4esire.for more conmiunion with him. For some 
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.day» my joy has not bow m gretii i mf rimrs 
Juive fa^ii jcteftTy y^ J JMkvje not &k 00 near; 
wm^riogs bare gfetBt/^ imfx»8»A jm ishite ti 
fituyer. 'My be&nt b fim> pmoed, beeamie I id9 
Aot makt 'gveatar pvogfs^a in Ae IHvsDe Ufe ^ 
AodteeaRise lAonot fidd soandendirbiietthMif 
after ^Sod-i^^ftfter my^ Gom^ mj^ 4ilf. Jionr gi>eat 
iU»e «ti}{ii4ity whioh h&iaip iapo» fn)L ;Bpb4t ! Aft^ 
teftven adores Timbs^ wilb a; cofttiwal .fiajne <tf 
>;>v^ wbiob biiiviis up ^vf ly. o&er de^iee j^ all o«i 
.tartb U jhb^ worJkniUQsbip of tby hands^ iFom 
^om thou iwUy 4emauda3t an u^oeasiiig 
/trilNiite of pj»is€ ; bnt ^e^p^aciaUy,. hhw <^^g\^ ihe 
£fle pf devotion ie be eimtinmiUy aaoending from. 
the A^ar pf a i^mtef ul beart in ^dKby ^^bUdren t 
Tboae wbMi thou ba$!t i^deeme^. %vkm^ hearty 
iJiioiibA«( 6[el&ee» wd made tbioe by faUh in 
£MbBU Jiow kMid 9boiuId be tkrir notes ot 
jprajaet how wftm ihw l^itfef how gt^ their 
aetiyityl wha^b camye bave I to obide n^ opM' 
heart I Comoj Bord^ apd ao AU it wlb ^ pufie 
iloi«^ tbM; I miy not lor a «noi»ent loa^ the 
wfirn^eft ^im of it. What bevhteand' di^tb^- 
of tb^ loiv^'OfnGipd 4fnt attaiaaUk ia tbte^itfe !«^ 
wbat aoa»tant oommuaioii ("^nadiat uninterrapted 
peaoet^wbat cloae wfltfcingt ^tfafese J bfve 
^e^yedmo^loiisoadeinontbs^nbaf^r?^ birt^ 
^» bMT littfr4« iimnpaiaaon wHbnteA I mights 

WM^^^J^^'^^^m^^^*'^^*' Not Uiat I'betiie*^ 
oi^iArf^ f^^^Hm attainable- ia Aia- wurUi yet 
1 bioj^iagt always ^ be aM^n Xlhxiat^ bat 1^ 
d^;i^ to attain the t^t^^ensMi pf a jowgipaib^ 



BARer^ >uayr kaxwbll. ISS* 

and 4ieii the t^oMHi^^ ^gf^t^ and firmness of a 
fittfa^. This i an ironraMed by the wocd o{. 
GoA to €Kf>ect» 

^^ Yet when melted in the flanie,. 

Of love, this «ball be all my plea, 
*1^ t^ chief 4f sinncn am, 
0ykt4l«ii>i)|ied^)Vie."' 

By thee€onomy 6f grace all beastmg ia, &fi<^ 
fifiust be for ever excluded. '* Let him that glo- 
^iethy" sayB Jehovah^ ^'glory in ^i6> that he 
undevstandeth and 'koowethi me.^* How }ustl 
IC I know mysdf^ I would glory,4n nothing else., 
fiat alas !' how is my glorying in a manneF made 
^oid^ because I know so little of Him j — ^have 
made such poor cetoms^r*-and because the child 
remains so unlike the Parent. 

-•*-*- 98l Soit} my soul feels com^led and 
quickened ;.my mind more stayed on Clod : wan- 
derings in seocet letper^ and I eajpy neater access^ 
Met yesterdi^ with « tiM I did not ^expect, 
lyiow often does that come ui^on iis^ we looked 
Qot forj and how seldom^ OB liie other* hand^ do. 
■we smart •under apprebooded evib. Lord^ in 
ikS^y as in all other things^ '''Thy win be done/' 

*^ N9 croa9^ i^o fuilR^iJiig I4«clinej^ 
Onlj let all my heart b» thine.'' 

& the sQpjBrlaliiiV' liiq>p|ne8|9i of iiaving <3<)d«our 
DeconcjSed fibther^ and pf being in any measure 
moidded i»to hi^^.wttl ir WhoC ^ constant stneam* 
of comfont flows feom this fountalin. lit ibluiiils 
the ^edg9 of cvei^ tcid,. and. psfw the proger 
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relish of every earthly enjoyment ; things and 
persons we then keep in their proper place, and 
God !s our chief good, while we " stand fast in 
the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free/' 
Indeed, if we be " again entangled with the yoke 
of bondage," and the love of the world prevail 
in our hearts, the love of Ood will soon die 
away, and we shall lose our relish for Divine 
things. How necessaiy is it from the mopient 
power is given us to believe on Christ, with that 
faith which removes condemnation and brings 
peace, to have always something further in view ; 
to be constantly growing in grace, and going on 
from faith to faith. If we do not attend to this^ 
.we shall most assuredly lose ground,, and again 
recede. 

"-^■^ SO. I h&ve found a degree of uneasiness 
creeping into my mind, because some things were 
not going on agreeably to my wish.. This ought 
not to be I ought so to trust in theLord, that 
my soul might be like MonntZiou,, which cannot 
be moved. This naturally leads me to regret 
the littleneiss of my grace, and mf^es me exf> 
amine what Lhave and what Iwcatt.. The result 
of this has been, especially of late, to convince 
me that though I have not all I wish> nor wh^t 
many other Christians enjoy, yet I have much 
more than I am properly thankful for, or always 
sensible of». I find; my reasons fOr rejoicing 
evermore are so great and niany^. that I wonder 
any- thing but sin should ever move me. I per* 
€:<BiVeit is a ousfortuue, if L may be. allowed the 
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€Xpres8ioxi> to be cast in too soft a mould. My 
nature is often deeply affected, when my spul, 
or spiritual part, remains unmoved; and were 
it equally supported by the animal powers, I 
should enjoy much more firmness than I now do. 
But this, with every other weakness mseparably 
connected with .humanity^ will be done away 
when I get above. O glorious day I-^transporting 
thought! — ^when ly even// shall be admitted 
to behold the b^tific vision, shall see my Jesus 
in all his splendour,«<Hshall'see without a vail 
that Ood^ of whose goodneds I have so laigely 
partook. Language and ideas fail I What mortal 
can express the happiness that real Cluristiaiis 
^faall then enjoy I I must leave it until I learn 
the language of immortality. But O, my heart 
ought to burn with love to the Father of Merdes^ 
who has invested me with a legal title to that 
glorious kingdom, by revealing his Son in my 
heart! I would that every moment my soul 
glowed with seraphic love-— with heavenly ar- 
dour ! O qualify me for the enjoyment of that 
.glorious place. 

. May 5. Still my God is good, and has allowed 
me much of his presence to-day, ^ile variously 
employed for the good of my own soul, and 
that of others. Yet in the afternoon, I had 
cause to lament my want of a greater degree of 
faithfulness to the Lord. He did not deprive me 
of the comfort I enjoyed, immediately, but by 
degrees; soon after, reflecting upon my ingm^ 
titude^ and seeing clearly what I ought to have 
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iwcy^ El-fiMMid it fBanoiabod. &irel3r,iftBBBe i», &•* 
aofe oor <i»imfcuttatUe ^ath to >wBlk m^ bntlfast 
#f >4uty.. Tim j»ia:fni^ter lU^ct, aodlfiBdit 
ConfifiMd % dfti^ lej^ieFienm. ;Be9)il£ may 
miiiAedheinflfilYHK, ifihey dnre^ hj tbankkig, aad. 
tigrMg^ )t)ie gtmpAimi^^ suohia libcBly mth it^ 

tiCHmK|r'pewer!t0 34l%:or toieiivtfiwnAnie asthojr 
sbflMe ji—tot (cf tone thmg i ^m lauMmBy jeertsiiv 
if 4S»y'WOvid preterm ^hek ihenrts rig^ "v&tii 
(Bftd) Mkd Abeif coBMimeos :be properlf kh- 
4QdnMd> ihqr .will metmqiBf wmtaamptJoA<fmDe 
it ibfljrttabe the iibcrty;^ ieiiker koxmit ajay^dutg^ 
iirA»^A» Jhoi^'tbiiigs ftfae£|iint of iGod^oondenss^ 
▲^bortjr qpmnchiwefl ai Ais expense^ Hke niotf 
namt Mp4 jo( Jiondqgi^ tioir absucd^ tbeii>. Aik 
JMi«d e ooMtdratiQiis ^lobaige saf duty, mA 
jte adiracijnttiw of i^gnriil^. if twe db^ we mitft 
XMwaeqiffiiitly qvarnd iriA all the piohibitioitt^, 
ftnd ii^nnottoofi, and eidiorlaiioDS^'we meet widi 
is tbe^QnasksofTratk. If 1 knowany fliiBf ;aC 
Jnte Ifbeoty, #t is torlave ny Qpd^ amd to avoid 
sip. This is the liberty of the gofifnel) «nd 41 
Jf^mxum oone 4t i«. May idie l^tli .enable mie und. 
^ iuB f)ee|fle to iwAk ia it. 

Migrd6. ^r the last eight days it ii^ teen 
a-seasoa of ameve dDwavd^rial ; ^these genemfly 
:uce Ite heaviest, ^o «dd io my Mfferings^ my 
^ody ivQsafflieted ; land for many boufs ouy miod. 
ivas eo ^harrassed^ wlviA w stupid^ I ^ovid^ not 
•fix it for two 'ndnutefl on Dfriae IsUoga. i:ai» 
Iba&lo&d this laat complauit was not s^sflfened 



hgigtif^.wmibkt0 39ielLord in mero^ noncmid 
Ri9rvi3»iiK|^ iokmred my<nems^ iund iqoUned nw >t» 
firy unto iii» i mul thooi^ >I had noi; ioiicS^ 
i^orofoi^t, Tp^% underneath .1 Mi tbe ?Biceirla8tiQg 
1^9(116 ^orQUyrfiOfrpoHiag^ie, yeft>.fitreiig^cDiaf: 
0)6 i0 flft^etcamfi. He Jb a gMrtcmBd&od, Bud 
mU iiPi (Suffer. l^xiiiUikei^'to >fae leBY 
Sieb»t jtbty ^wg^.atile; ^No^ lie hm timmised te 
^^give ibBMgtb rto b» {)iMipte: lbs Jioid xvUt 
bless iA» |)Mpie^Hh;psfioer ' I ten /set my oei^ 
todKiteuth.QCdub pre^HOjosiiviDiB^ :;^«t^ to 
satisfy my miod fully, I waBSt^acfoil^eridegoeeiqf 
li^l; tmA leguid to Us MriU oMKMd:ulii^:ine in 
MmeithingR, 1 fed « i^ttgtwlit&BarteiryyUgmg 
to my omo, jtnfl a dread lest I should /mbtate 
im*^- fi«iely ;fae nmBt iiaive* mronght me toJUa. 
MM^aMdetthw^^-rf^SIl he /then suffer iie.giea^ 
lo/err, reitber in prklciple or in praotioef Hxh^ 
^raan m this case, sinful as iieis, would not; fiir 
kse : a ^pacious rGcxL 

' .J[iHie26u I ha^^ -taken up too muGli itioie and 
thoi^bt to^ds^ with .temporal things^ ivhichlns 
a dittle iutfcorritpted my cloae communion .wiA 
the ^Faibei: of Mercies. O for poiver not oifly to 
Uue hut tQiwM in the £pkit« J ham ^nem cen* 
tirely given up to the Lord,, what has engfosaed 
too muohfof my thoughts .tmd oqfnvecsatiMi for 
two days past, i b^Iiave vit ris ^from himself and 
tiiei?efore hope b^ witt auueeed it. Htnr aarrov 
is the way we fure , called to snalk in, .would we 
enjoy jconstant communion with God! ¥et I, 
telieve it 'Consistent with every laveful situalaDii. 
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and ocGupittion in life. Though oiecessarily em* 
ployed m out^v&rd things^ still through grade, 
the heart may be at liberty continually to attend 
to an indwelling God. This will natqrally lead 
us to watch in all.tbings ; but without a measure 
of ibis recollected watchful spirit, it is impos- 
sible to walk closely with God. I have been 
more injured lately for \yant of a greater degree 
of this, than for some time backw With it I ex- 
.perimentally know, we may retain, in the midst 
of worldly employments, a constant sense of 
4he Divine presence. 
. July 20. Sunday. Slept but little through the 
night; rose very early; spent some hours in 
secret with the Lord, and found access to him. 
Bat bow shall I express his goodness to me 
through die day. It was indeed one of the days 
of the S(Hi of Man : the waters of the sanctuary 
were as a great river : I could indeed adopt the 
language of St. John : ** Truly our fellowship is 
with the Father, and with his Son Jesus. Christ. '' 
In si^vend things I had the petitions I asked of 
him. *^ The joy of the Lord was my strength,'-* 
for 1 felt no weariness, neither want of food ; 
this not only at the Loin's table, but also through 
the day. 

— *— 2L As soon as I awoke this morning, 
I enjoyed free access to God ; this continued all 
day; wherever, I went I fotind '^im; in public, 
in private, and in secret. Whence is this to me, 
that my. God should de^l so bountifully with an 
unfaithful, unfruitful creature. I feel so utterly 
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unable to tell of all his goodness^ or to express 
my gratitude — ^all 1 can say falls so sh6rt of what 
I would and ought to say^ that it leads me some-' 
times to give over attempting it^ and in silence 
to adniire and adore that depth of love which I 
feelj but cannot comprehend. May I go many 
days in the strength of this meal. But^ O my 
God^ I do not mean so as to receive no more for 
sometime. No— I want every momeht the in- 
tercourse open between thee and my soul ; that 
I may be constantly drawing out of thy fulnes3 
grace for grace^ till thou sbalt receive my happy 
spirit home ; and even then^ I shall live only by 
the continual emanations of thy love to my soal. 
While in this vale of tears, O encircle me every 
moment in the arms of Divine love — thm^e only 
am I safe. 

— — 30. My spiritual joy has sensibly abated 
for some days : — " Yet I will trust in the Lord, 
and stay myself upon my God.'' Npt that I am 
walking in darkness, only when I reject on the 
deep and close communion I enjoyed with him* 
lately, I now iseem coinparatively at a distance. 
The bare recalling of the happy time to mind, 
has often since in a measure renewed it :— -^^ He 
that Infth my commandments, and keepetb thetn, 
he it is that loveth me ; and he that loveth me 
^ shsdl be loved of my lather ; and I witl love 
hih], aud will manifest myself lo hifn." This 
Scripture promises a permanent rest and hap- 
piness: there is no interruption mentioned a» 
unaToidable. And yet many good people, I do' 
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not know why, bare received it as a proposition 
qmte oonclusive^ that while in this wcnid^ we 
must be as unstable as "veater. It is generally 
said the arguments drawn from experience ar0 
most satisfactory. Were I to admit this^ an^ 
•argue meitely from what my ex|ierience has 
hithttrto been, it wonM certainly lead to the 
adbptioB' of the above opiiiion. But if tb&g^ne-^ 
Talityof/Gkristians live much- beneath what the 
wordof Cfod describes as their priviteges, must I 
Ijience* infer it is impossible to live up to them f 
I casmo^t think the eoirolosion would be just> 
^apeeiaUy as I can see no foundation for such an 
opinion in the Oractrs of Truth. Therefore, £ 
would not permit ifkir experience to have much 
influenee m determining, my judgment, con*- 
ceming the degrees of grace attainable in this, 
life. The ix>rd knows I do not here speak- as 
one who' has already attained> but rather as one' 
who is- dteply c(Kis<fiouK^ that as yet, exceedingly 
little is attained. Yct> I believe, that in spite ^ 
the niitiiberless infirmities' inacf»tabtycoanected> 
With flesh: and bloody 6od is both able and 
Milling, to make mt ^'r^oice evermop^.pray 
without, ceasiogp. and. in levery thing to. givef 
thanks,;'^ At the same tictie^ 1 believe, tbirt no 
degree ot gvate can. exempt us from being very 
seasihteof adifier^DM at one time feom another 
as it respects the memurt^ of spiritual comfeW 
andjo(yv y^- *. 

Aupiat 7« Friday i Brdas indisposition o£ body^ 
was prevented uatng: that degl:^ of ^iMmtnee L 



generally 4o on this day 3 not from ady saper*- 
stitious regard to FvUaigf .more than any other 
day ^ only I find it profitable to set onedeqf, apart 
for more special acts of dedicationi Was sen* 
sible of an increase of life and powen In the 
evening enjoyed much profitable conversation)) 
and found a blessing both in social and secr^ 
prayer. Inward trials and temptations. have boea. 
stronger than usaak What a. burden da I stiU. 
feel the remains of indvyelling>s]<u Lord, give 
me all the liberty I can enjoy in this life, 

8, Still I groan^ being burdened*. AimI 

yet, what a mystery, I every moment,. mom OTr 
less behold, the glory of God. in the face of it^wf 
Christ: I never lose sight of a vecoaciled God^ 
O what cause for thanks^ What a great su|iportf 
must this prove under every pressure; uaque^-* 
tionably It is; yet here is no coutradaotio]i« h 
believe the -clearer my views of/]>mne obj^ts 
^re^ and the closer my. communion with Ggd isf. 
the more exquisite will be my senaibUity of- sin« 
What grief does it gjve^ to feel any; things inme. 
cantraiy to the God of love. . ttow^ doaa it miC 
me to the hearty that I should ever gri^e hi^i 
patient and good.&piriti In^tbe evening .w^nlr.to 
the chapely.and heard a. sermon. fr^iB ^f.i^Htt^ 
childi-en, abide in him^si that, ,whm-)Mf> ^hftl^ 
appeal:^ we. may have oonfi^^^n^^ &lidr «io(^ he 
^ashamed'before him at bis coming.-' T!oym^ 
the end of the service, mj, soul felti Bgimzii^i 
with desire- imd expectati^ttlpr a bl^eifiqgjk< w^«^ 
singing, these- Jinje^*;-— . , ; . .... A 
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' Oire, give me all my soul requites, 
All, all that is in tbee^" 



I felt as if grasping all tliat iieaven could bestow. 
* 14. This has been a day of sweet sere- 

nity and unutterable peace. I feel at h loss to 
express my enjoyments under sermon. at five in 
the morning. The Lord was present ; the word 
came with power; I felt surrounded with his 
goodness, as Jerusalem is said to be with moun- 
tains. My soul was fed with manna and fatness. 
I felt more firmly persuaded than ever, that the 
Lord would not suffer me to be tempted above 
what I am able. How good to wait upon God : 
he has been at my right hand all day, and my 
communion with Jesus has been near a^d de- 
lightful. What I lament is, that my conformity 
still remaiins so comparatively small. O that I 
could extirpate every foe he has in my breasc. 
But, alas ! I have no might against this great 
army. It is his own work, and, Lord, my eyes 
are unto thee for deliverance. How comfortable 
to know, that though my enemies are potent, 
Kb is Omnipotent ; though they are mighty, Hb 
is Mmighfy. 

September 24.r 'Hie lessons I have been 
learning for some time past have been. First, 
To endeavour to keep the eye of my soul steadily 
fixed ^ upbu the Lord Jesus, as the only way to 
ibtaiti whatever I wji^t; and to, be preserved 
:iboin wanderihgs and ^puprofitable reasonings. 
Secopidkf, To cry v^hhout interniission to Jhe 
Lord for purity, that I may be more fully qualified 
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to act for God. When it wiil be for thy glory, 
enlarge my sphere of usefulness, and con- 
tinue my constant desires of doing thy will : O 
let me not lose any opportunity my present 
xsituation affords. - Shew me. Lord, if I am 
cutting off ail superfluities ; all unnecessary ex* 
pense in apparel, furniture, &c'. &c. Surely this 
is a privilege ; yet not esteemed so by nature r 
it loves what is new, grand, elegant, extra- 
vagant. I did so as well as others, till he who 
is rich in mercy opened my eyes and shewed me 
a more excellent way. Yet I fall short. Were 
salvation by works, I should be undone : eternal 
praises to God it is by grace through faith. 

For some time death has wore an amiable 
aspect ; I have almost longed to get away. No- 
thing checks this desire so much as a hope to do 
something for God before I die : esccept this, I 
have nothing to do here. Tbe world to me has. 
lost its charms : I see through the vail ; it is 
too thin to hide the cheat. In God alone is my 
comfort : Jesus is the only source of my con- 
solation. I am pained by the righteous^ as well 
as distressed by the wicked. The former are so 
torn by prejudice, faction, and party spirit : — 
the latter, so awfully dishonour tbe God I love. 
Lord,, see the ways of both, and heal them. 

October 12. Thi^ morning had the clear 
witness of God's Spirit with mine, that [stood 
accepted through the Beloved. This animates 
and invigorates the soul,^^k all her combats with , 
sin^satan, and the world. Faith is indeed a> 

Vol. L H 
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pneciouft gift. How mysterious in its nature, and 
in its workkigs ! What a new world does it lay 
open to the eye of a believer ! What glories does 
it display ! But, above all, how inconceivably, 
yet certainly and sweetly, does it unite the soul 
to Jesus! producing a relation and connexion 
much nearer and dearer than any earthly one. 
O Jesus, what constant source of consolation art 
thou to my soul ! 

-Fr-^^24. Have been confined by sickness. The 
ixmI was gentle, but I am never laid on a sick 
bed without being convinced I have not sufficient 
grace for that situation. Ever since the Lord gave 
me a relish for Divine things, I have had a desire 
to be continually employed for him. When con- 
fined^ I seem to be laid aside from this delightful 
work, which depresses my mind, and often robs 
me of that degree of comfort I might otherwise 
enjoy. Now surely this is an evii, and bespeaks 
me defective in point of resignation. Yet, so gra- 
cioas is God, he generally brings good- out of it, 
by stimulating me to ^ry moi^ earnestly for that 
measure of grace which shall alike enable me 
to be devoted to him in sickness as in health j 
in adversity as in prosperity. In the course 
of this last iilneeHS, I felt at times so ardent in 
prayer for this, that it almost seemed more than 
my feeble frame could bear. 

November 25. My soul has been exceedingly 
sorrowful for some ^^reeks. I think I have net 
experienced such deep and variegated distress 
since I knew the Lord. My inward conflicts 
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have been very severe, i was truly in an agony 
Of soul, and many outward things concurred to 
aggravate my aflliction. What adds a pungency 
to my sorrow is, theomusual workings of a proud 
heart, and an unsubdued will ; neither of which 
are willing to stoop to the present cross. My 
whole soul feels as if iri confusion* My God^ 
let not the spirit fail before thee. — ^O speak thi« 
storm into a calm. 

'< Omnipotent Lord, Bfy Saviour and King, 
Thy succour afibrd, Tky righteousness bring: 
Thy promises bind thee Compassion to haTe» 
N^w, now let me iGaid tiiee AHm^ty to saye*" 

' 30. I now take up my pen to record 

the mercy of my God who has looked upon my 
affliction, and in some measure removed it. In 
my distress, I cried unto the Lord, and he heard 
and delivered me. He calmed the tumult of 
my soul, and said to the raging billows and 
roaring waves, "Peace, be still." Bless the 
Lord, O my soul. 

December 24. Through the abounding good- 
ness of my God, my inward conflicts have been 
less severe for. this last week, than for months 
past ; and I have enjoyed a measure of commu- 
nion with the Father and the Son, in company 
and when alone, in prayer and meditation. Yet 
I have had the pressure of many outward things, 
and sometimes fears lest my inward quietness 
was owing to want of att^ur in the pursuit of 
Divine objects. I am m&raliy certain that my 
faith is stronger, my views clearer, and my 
H 2 
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enjojrment of the sweet intimations of the flavour 
of God more lively : only I think I do not 
possess that painful earnestness of spirit^ which 
I have experienced. Lord^ let me never rest but 
in the full enjoyment of thyself. 

This year is now drawing near to a close^ and 
I feel a painful conviction^ that I bjive made 
comparatively but small 'progress in the Divine 
life. O that before it ends the Lord would come 
and finish the work begun in me^ and let me 
enter into the rest of perfect love. Lord^ hear 
the prayer of thy handmaid. 

31. I have repeatedly to-day renewed 

my engagements to be the Lord's^ in time^ and 
to all eternity. At night, heard a sermon ou 
^^ Arise, and depart, for this is not your rest." 
Whije attending to it, the Lord shone upon bis 
work on my soul. My interest in Jesus was as 
clear, as if written in the most legible characters. 

<* Meridian evidence puts doubts to flight, 
And conquering faith anticipates the skies." 

O wherefore is the Deity so kind ! Astonishing 
beyond astonishment ! Heaven our reward above^ 
for heaven enjoyed below ! 
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Diarif continued. 



January 1. And is the former year gone — 
goncj never to be recalled ! — ^Where is it ? Lost 
in the ocean of eternity I Awful thought! Not so 
the deeds I have done in the course of it, thei/ 
are faithfully recorded in the Divine register. 
O my soul, how wouldst thou blush at the 
recital, were it not for the blood of Jesus. — 
Blmh, did I say, alas ! how confounded wouldst 
thou rather be ? In it would be found, ten 
thousand times more than enough to condemn 
thee to all eternity, were it not that Jesus stands 
between the Father's wrath and thee. O '^ Jesus 
my hope, for me offered up," "how shall I, — how 
cau I sufficiently praise thee! I lament the 
coldness of my heart. I would it were ever 
burning. Seraph-like, with love to thee; but, 
alas ! how insensible is it to that vast love that 
*^ thee inclined, to bleed and die for me !" O for 
more love ! 

I awoke, and got up very early to begiu the 
year with my immortal Friend; but through 
H 3 



150 THB UFB OF 

a£Biction of body was prevented going to his 
house^ yet the Lord made it a sweet day to me. 

19. For these two weeks past, I have 

had cause every day to bless the Lord for his 
goodness to me. The additional power given 
m6 some time ago, to rely on him for the 
accomplishment of his promise, still continues ; 
to which is united, a measure of faith, love, and 
zeal, for the glory of my God, and the salvation 
of others. This last week he has afforded me 
delightful communion with himself, in secret 
prayer, meditation, and conversation. I also 
experience that Christ is more and more pre- 
cious. I seem to see rhore than ever the immense 
vdue of his blood, as a fountain to which I am 
permitted to have daily and hourly recourse, for 
the removal of fresh-contracted guilt ; for con- 
tinual short-comings \ and for further degrees of 
sanctification. O Jesus, in thee is all I want — 
but for thee, and my interest in thy complete 
atonement, where should I appear, — or hyvu 
should I appear! Confusion would for ever cover 
me, and my best deeds. In thee alone is all my 
hope, and all my comfort. Of late, my heart 
leaps for joy at the very mention of the name of 
Jesus. I can truly say, 

<< Jesus, thy blood and righteoQsness, 
My beauty are, my glorious dress." 

O how cordially does my soul approve of the 
whole plan of salvation; but stilt I grieve daUy 
for my unfaitbfutaesS| upfruitfuln^ss^ unwatch- 
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fulaess^ these three erils are a source of much 
sorrow to me, 

26. For these seven days pBLst, I hftvc 

expenencedy in various ways, the goodness of my 
God. The means which he has most blessed has 
beai secret prayer : this I prove iei holy pre* 
servative against the many snares of an evil 
world. By »^ I am fortified, and. in some 
measute enabled to bear the trials Di^hich are 
constantly occurring in common life. There is 
no situatk>n in life exempt from triab. To be 
*' from all things that disquiet free/^ is incom- 
patible with a state of humanity. To suffer so 
as to glorify God, is all we can ask or expect. 
Some weeks ago, I fotind meditation the way in 
which I ergojred most of the presence of the 
Lord ; but he varies this, as his wisdom jsees 
best. I have felt the pressure of several trials 
for a long time, but have been allowed to cast 
tny burthen on God ; and, especially of late, he 
has given me an increase of power to trust in 
him. My faith in the promises is also sensibly 
strengthened ; but still I lack that degree of it, 
which would enable me to lay present hold of 
them : yet, I believe, '^ He that shall come, will 
come, and will not tarry." This forenoon, I 
found Christian conversation and prayer truly 
blessed. The Beloved of my soul drew nigh, 
and comforted me, and others with me. Several 
opportunities also occurred for the good of 
others, which the Lord enabled me to embrace; 
O that he may bless them. He is very gracious 
H 4 
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in this respect^ anc( as he knows I am prone to 
be discouraged^ he sometimes condescends to 
let me know, that good is done by my feeble 
efforts; this animates and encourages me to 
renew my attempts. I seem to be in my element 
when acting in any way for God. My soul 
truly desires to be wholly His; but, O, how 
far am I from this. For some days I have en- 
joyed a calm abstracted frame of mind — free 
from creatures — cleaving to God. 

February 14, Friday, Endeavoured to set this 
day apart as usual for prayer, abstinence, and 
self-examination. Upon the whole, it was pro- 
fitable, though not remarkably joyful. This last 
week the Lord Jesus has drawn very near to me, 
ajqd wonderfully manifested his presence; so 
that I have seen and conversed with him as a 
man with his friend: yet these visits of love 
were but short. O to have them more abiding. 
Were I more holy, I should enjoy more of God. 
It is this, (when we are accepted through the 
Beloved,) which capacitates our nature for the 
enjcyjrment of Him. The pure in heart see God. 
My soul desires holiness, but, alas! how little of 
it do I possess. I have cause to be thankful 
that my evidences of justification remain satis- 
factory, but this is . not enough ; I pant for the 
full image of God. 

— - 25. The accomplishment of a gracious 
promise on which God had enabled me to trust, 
appeared very nigh—just at hand. I have looked 
almost eVery moment for it, yet when attempting 
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to lay bold of iC^ I have found a painful inability 
and impotence. God only can give power to* 
believe, so as to enable us to possess any pro • 
mised blessing. All is from above-r-nothing is 
left for human boasting. Lord, I desire it should 
be so : I delight to give thee all the glory. O 
then magnify thy mercy above all thy Name. I 
still feel wanderings in secret, though not so 
many as last week, and also fear my communion 
with God has not been so close for some days 
past as usual ; yet, I thirst to glorify him in every 
possible way. I feel, in this time of almost 
universal defection, much drawn out in desire 
and prayer, to be enabled and honoured to. 
confess God ; to bear my testimony against the 
sins of the times, by my lips, from my heart, 
and in ray life. May God give me power so to 
do. He favours me, even in my narrow sphere 
of action, with many opportunities daily to act 
for him, and causes me to delight in being so 
employed. If he accept my mite, it is great 
condescension; I ask no other reward. He. 
knows if I had all, 1 would through his grace 
give him all, but, alas ! I have nothing. What 
shall I render unto. him who has done so much 
for me ! Lord, shew me, if I can do any thing 
for thee ; thou often workest by the weakest in- 
struments. Lord, here am I, send me ; but O 
direct my every step.^ At present, I am per- 
plexed with regard to some temporal affairs, and 
fear to trust my own judgment, and even that of 
others, lest 1 should mistake the Lord's will con* 
H6 
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ceraiog me : O my God, cause light to arise. I 
ghre op all to thee, do thoi; guide me in all 
things by thy nnerriDg counsel, in the way that 
shall bring most glory to thee, profit to others, 
and to myself. 

March 9. When speaking of the Lord's good- 
ness to me this forenoon, I sensibly feit the. 
IMvine life increasing in my soul, and was 
enabled to believe he will do great things for me. 
In the same moment my spiritual foes made a 
fresh attack upon' me; but I felt sweetly resigned 
to suflfer all my God should permit them to do ; 
and was forcibly persuaded he would give 
strength according to my day, and fully perfect 
what concerns me. I often find, when ready to 
be discouraged with outward and inward trials, 
I am instantaneously lifted up and comforted. 
Surely this must be from my invisible Friend, 
the Lover of my soul. O that I bad a deeper 
sense of my mercies, and of my infinite obli- 
gations to Jesus Christ. That this may be the 
case, O Lord, reveal thyself more fully. 

11. These two days experienced rathefr 

a degree of languor on my mind, and feared lest 
I should take rest in the degree of freedom I 
had obtained from the fiery darts of satan; I 
cried unto the Lord to prevent this^ for of all 
states, I dread a hiketvctrm one. In the evening, 
went to the house of God, where the enemy 
tried in an uncommon way to afflict me ; but he 
over-shot his mark. I was for a few minutes 
distressed, but quickly my God came to my 
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relief, and poured the consolations of his Spirit 
into my 90ul in an abundant manner. How good 
is God ! and how malicious is satan ! but he is 
a chained enemy, and those who believe in 
Jesus shall triumph over him. 

— 16. Opportunities of various kincte have 
crowded upon me wherein to act for God ; with 
desire I have attempted to embrace them, and 
have found comfort in it. My soul constantly 
thirsts to glorify God, and these are my happiest 
moments which are thus consecrated to him. 

to be able to fill up all my time with and for 
him. L hope I am always employed in what 
has either an immediate or remote tendency to 
glorify him ; though still, alas ! hbw much time 

1 comparatively trifle away. O that I could learn 
to redeem time : Lord, teach me. Jesus to-day 
appeared very nigh and clear to the eye of faith ; 
but my soul is grieved for want of more fervour 
in secret prayer. J do not agonize and wrestle 
Jacob-like, and I am also distressed with wan- 
derings. Lord, cure these evils. 

29. For the last week have felt much as 

usual, only not so muchyoy, yet my evidences of 
justification are clear, through mercy very clear, 
and also possess a grateful sense of it^ I con- 
stantly prove this a great support under distresses 
of various kinds. Lord, thy goodness is great to 
me in this respect. O for equal clearness in my 
evidences for sanctification. Of late, I feel pain- 
fully convinced that I do not pray enough: Lord, 
give me a spirit of prayer and supplication. I have 
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taken some steps in an affair which as yet is only - 
in embryo, — a larger attempt in the way of doing 
something for God than I have as yet tried. O 
that be may succeed it. If my heart do not deceive 
me, his glory and the good of my fellow-crea- 
tures are my motives : of the two, 1 find the 
former proves the strongest stimulative. What 
an honour to be permitted to act for God. Lord, 
thou knowest this is vAy highest ambition. 

April 5, Sunday. In coming home from the 
house of God, Jesus felt intimately nigh. He 
seemed as if hovering over, me with eyes of ten- 
derness and love ; while the silent language of 
my heart was 5 — " I charge you, O ye daughters 
of Jerusalem, that ye stir not up, no;- awafce my 
Love till he please." I constrained my Lord to 
abide with me. I found He was all in all to me. 
I felt deeply convinced, that nothing but Divine 
love could wean us entirely from the world j 
but that a fullness of it would effectually do this. 
It is a good so infinitely superior to any thing 
the world has to offer, that, with an omnipotent 
sweetness, our judgments are convinced, while 
our affections are wholly captivated. O to feel 
it ever thus. This is indeed very desirable ; yet 
the heart may be right with God, when there is 
not such an overpowering sense of this con- 
viction present to the mind : but I am conscious I 
do not sufficiently advert to this^ I am too n^uch 
affected with the alteration of my /ramc*; when 
I believe it is partly owing either to the body, or 
the strong effect of powerful temptation. 
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^— 11. I have cause to say the mercies of 
my God are new every mornings yet there' are 
seasons when he more richly displays his glory 
in Jesus Christ :— increasing my communion with 
himself^ and making his love flow more plen- 
tifully into my souL But at all times, hpwever 
tempted or tried, in great condescension, his 
Spirit bears witness with mine, that through the 
Son of his love he is reconciled to me. Accord- 
ing to his gracious promise, he does more and 
more establish me herein ; especially when most 
on the stretch for sanctification : then it is the 
Divine witness shines with peculiar brightness. 
Lord, how infinitely am I indebted to thy free 
grace ! O for a heart continually flaming with 
love to thee. At times a languor overspreads 
the surface of my soul, which frequently dimi- 
nishes my spiriti^al joy 3 but as Jesus Christ,^ 
and Tiotjcjf, is the foundation of my hope, I am 
still, through grace, enabled to hold fast my con^ 
fidenc^ But this also is the gift of Hod, and 
he makes me deeply sensible of it; and that 
every grain of fwth, love, hope,.^joy, &c. &c. 
comes from Him, and is maintained by Him. I 
have nothing but what he gives me ; I am nothing 
but what he mxxkes me 5 and I rejoice that it is 
so. I want more^and more to lose sight of self 
and torifiience in myself, and to trust in the Lord 
alone. He still continues my ardent desires to 
promote his glory, and affords frequent oppor- 
tunities in which to act for him; with power 
cheerfully to embrace them ; and this not from 
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l^al or selfish motiTes^ but fram love to my 
God. 

— ~ 14. Again this morning my God made 
his goodness to pass before me, When I awoke, 
these words spontaneously flowed from my 
lips several times:— "Seek the Lord, and his 
strength; seek his face evermore." When I 
arose, the curtain of mortality seemed drawn 
aside, and I got a Mount Pi^ah view of my hea- 
venly inheritance. My soul appeared to mount 
up on the wings of faith and love, and beheld 
all the good land. By faith I saw m} God, and 
sweetly viewed him as my Father, with whonr I 
should be to. all eternity, when a little more time 
on earth had elapsed. I would have gone im- 
mediately up >to him, and no longer on this side 
Jordan stopped. How cheerfully could I have 
bid adieu to all below. But, Lord, thy time is 
best. Quickly after this glorious manifestation, 
lest I should have been exalted above measure, 
th^e was given to me a thorn in the flesh, but 
in it Isaw the goodness end wisdom of my'God. 
Yet how amazing is human frailty ! • I found it 
brought a dqgree of heaviness into 'my soul. 
How easily am I uflS^ed. Lord, wholly subdue 
mywilL If it were lost in thine, all would be 
alike. O forgive my weakness. Through the 
day, experienced much sweetness and liberty in 
secret and social prayer. When at. the throne of 
grace in private, just before dinner, I was fa- 
voured with a small d^ree of that rich display 
of future glory i sew in the moming, and was 
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ma(te sensible it was for me. Ama2diig, stu- 
pendous mercy! O the heights and depths of 
redeeming love I O to be lost in the glorious 
abyss I 

" 21. For some time after my last date, 
the power of the enemy was restrained, and I 
had peace in all my borders 5 enjoying a measure 
of the love of my God, and strong faith in 
Christ \ but after that, satan was permitted to 
try and tempt me in a way I have not felt for 
some years. I saw the cloven foot, yet could 
not, from the nature of the temptation, avoid 
being distressed. After two days thus su£fering, 
the Loixl rebuked the adversary, and there was 
a calm ; thu brought with it a temptation of 
another kind, a fear of a Laodicean spirit. O 
Lord, deliver me from this foe, make and keep 
me active. Trial succeeds to trial. We must 
endure the cross in one way or another : it is a 
piece of necessary discipline in this state of pro- 
bation. In a/4 I want from my heart to be able 
to say continually ; — " Thy will be done/* In 
entire resignation to the Divine will,, lays the 
true happiness of man. But nothing, except the 
all-transforming power of sovereign greice, can 
effect M» ; by nature we are as prone to follow 
our own will, as the sparks to fly upward. 

29. Endeavoured to strengthen the 

hands of some of the Lord's people, who were 
variously exercised ; though I needed rather to 
be comforted myself; but in attempting to assist 
others^ I am assisted myself. I hare often 
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observed, that, however distressing my own 
situation, if an opportunity offered to glorify God, 
by doing good to others, especially spiritual 
good, my own distress was for the time sus- 
pended, and I was enabled to speak as if going 
on my way rejoicing ; but when the occasion 
was oyer, my own distress has frequently re- 
turned. Surely this also must be. of God, for 
by nature we are prone to sink under trials, arid 
inclined to complain when speaking to others. 
I am^ certain I can never have good cause to 
complain of God. If in any, or in many ways 
, I am exercised. At is for some wise end ; and 
besides, I know I have deserved to suffer much 
more. I have always reason, therefore, to speak 
good of the Lord to others, and thereby en- 
courage them to go on in seeking and serving 
him. At times his people may be in heaviness 
through manifold temptations, but never without 
a needs be, to justify it ; and still the ways of 
wisdom are ways of pleasantness, all her paths 
are paths of peace. 

May 12. The last week I have endured what . 
seemed to my weak spirits a great fight of 
affliction, which still continues, and has to-day 
considerably increased. I desire to do and suffer 
all the will of my God ; but' though the spirit is 
willing, the flesh is weak. Never, since I knew 
the Lord, have. I had at the 'same time such a 
complication of trials. What adds greatly to 
ray distress is a want of power to bear them 
with a becoming firmqess of mind. For a short. 
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time I possess this, but when trials press hard 
upoQ me, I again lose it^ and then I suifer most^ 
acutely- Yet, I believe, that deliverance will 
come — that all shall work for my good — that my 
God does all things well, and — that I shall yet 
have cause to praise him. The surface of my 
soul is often furiously agitated ; but I bless the 
Father of Mercies, who enables me, though 
tempted, to hold Jesus by faith. And though 1 
am encompassed with variegated outward and 
inward trials, my heart constantly thirsts to glo- 
rify God, and he enables me to embrace the 
opportunities which occur. 

18. Taking my eye of faith a little this 

morning off the Lord Jesus, and giving way to 
foolish reasoning, I involved my soul into dis* 
tress. While we steadily look to him, all is 
well, and no trial proves too strong : we walk 
with ease, and without fear, over the tempestuous 
sea of life ; but whenever we look down to the 
yielding wave we begin to sink, and are tossed to 
a^d fro: O to be presewed from such folly. 
Enjoyed, this forenoon, the benefit of Christian 
fellowship, by which my soul was strengthened. 
I bless God, amidst all my trials I find myself 
solidly fij^ed on Jesus as the sure foundation, 
and my mind is in a measure stayed upon the 
Lord. 

— ' — 21, Friday. A day in general sacred to 
the interests of my own spul and others, and the 
cause of God. In the forenoon enjoyed much 
time alone, but trials so abounded, and their 
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weight so increased, that I seemed pressed down 
under thdr load, and could see no way of deli- 
verance. I endeavoured, by repeated prayer and 
meditation, to cast all my care on theLord ; to 
justify Jiim in all hb dealings with me; to stir 
up my soul to trust in him; who had hitherto 
been with me in the fire and in the water, and 
often delivered me ; and I felt a d^ree of power 
to stay my soul upon him, and also to hope he 
would make a way for my escape. I enjoy at 
j^esent, in spite of the sable curtain which seems 
to be cast over all roy^ concerns, a secret hope, 
almost a persuasion, that the womb of Provi- 
dmce is pr^fnant with some events of great 
importance to me. May I in every situation^ 
whethi^ prosperous or adverse, be enabled to 
glorify God, loid to suffer all his righteous will. 
June 2, Still the Lord is conducting me 
through the fire and through the wati^, though 
I dare not say he leaves me comfortless. At^ 
times, the consolations of his Spirit flow sweedy 
into my soul, and my spirit cleaves to God in 
faith, believing he will order all things well. 
At other times, the enemy obtains an advantage 
over me, and musters before me in dread array 
all my present difficulties ; and adds many ap- 
prehended ones to the number. He suggests 
also that the Lord deals hardly with me, and 
that his promises will perhaps fail. It is thus he 
subtlely vi^rk^ upon remaining corruption, and 
raises a mighty storm in my soul, so that I am 
almost driven to my wits' end. Nothing quells 
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the tumult but a fresh ^tct of self-dedication^ md 
an endeavour to fix the eye of faith upon the 
Lord Jesus. I feel more and more that carnal 
reasoning is an enemy to the work of God in the 
soul, yet to this I have been more tempted of 
late than for a long time. There is one good 
effect I experience from my present trying si- 
tuation } I see more than ever the valae of the 
Bible, obtain more comfort froAi it, imd from 
the prayers of the saints. I am sfill tried at 
times with wanderings in prayer, with impa- 
tience and self-will. I groan to be delivered. 
Formerly a weak bi^dy pressed down my soul, 
but for some time a distressed mind has much 
affected my body. 

July 1. Since the twelfth of June, I have 
had much affliction of body. iTie Lord chas- 
tened me, but I was not given over unto death. 
O that the rod may answer the gracious desigk^s 
of my heavenly Father. In the course of my 
illness, I had not much comfort : at times, the 
Lord drew nigh, refreshed my soul, and com- 
posed my spirit ; but at other seasons, through 
the pressure of my disorder,* I was unable to lift 
up my heart in the exercise of faith and prayer ; 
when I did, the Lord was at my right hand. 
Since I have been raised up, the Father of 
Mercies has allowed me a large measure of the 
consolations of his Spirit ; yet he permits me 
to be exercised with various trials. O that, in a 
more sensible manner I felt them bringing forth 
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the fimito of i%bteoiisness. My piiii l c gga are 
great, bat still I hare to lament my progress is 
•mail, hordy quicken my tardy pace, for the 
glory of thy great Name. 

23. 1 have experienced, since my last date, 

a sensible increase of communion with my God, 
with a deep consciousness of my unworthiness 
in ei«ry respect. He has graciously kept me in 
the trying hour; delivered me from giringway 
to evil reasoning and unbelief; allowed me also 
many sweet seasons in secret and social prayer, 
and has blessed in a measure the means of grace. 
But, O, how unfaithful am I, and how an- 
fruitful I A constant sense of my short-comings 
abides with me, though often through the good- 
ness of God without condemnation, yea, some- 
times with a strong sense of his love. O the 
depths of Divine grace ! What cause have I to 
wy, 

" Depth of mercy ! caD there be, 
Mercy still re8erF'4 for me! 
Can my God his wrath forbear ? 
Me, the chief of sinners, spare?" 

The Lord has in mercy removed some of the 
trials with which I have been so long exercised ; 
but has permitted others to succeed them the 
most unexpected. Keep me, keep me, gracious 
God, and never let me go. Since last night, I 
felt a degree of unbelief, which threatened to 
make dreadful havock in my soul ; but I cried to 
my God with strong cries, and he graciously 
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interposed. Whc^ is a God like unto our God, who 
passes by the transgressions of the remnant of 
his people. But I am vile, I abhor myself. 

August 26. For the last three weeks, I have 
been travelling for the benefit of my health. 
During that period, I have seen and experienced 
much of the goodness of the Lord, and much of 
my own weakness and proneness to depart from 
the living God. Have endured strong tempta- 
tions and trials, and have not been so faithful as 
I ought to have been ; this has proved a source of 
much and keen distress. Lord, what is man; 
.What am I ! how wretched, poor, and miserable 
in myself. Even after all thou hast done for 
me, how unable to withstand the smallest temp- 
tation ! Yet, in spite of all my unworthiness, 
how gracious is my God. At times, on the road 
heaven itself seemed to be open: I might ask 
what I would. My communion with my God 
was near and delightful, and my union with 
Jesus intimate. On reflection, I seemed' to haVe 
been employed rather in erg'oying than in Atm- 
gering rfter more. This sjMritual feast was soon 
succeeded by a flood of temptations and trials, 
where, alas, I failed : yet the Lord did not 
cast me ofl^, but sweetly melted down my heart 
with a godly sorrow for sin, and poured his love 
into my soul. O the goodness of God ! 

18. For the last two weeks, I have been 

tried without intermission ; yet have had many 
delightful moments, in which my God has been 
very near, and my Jesus very precious. Indeed I 
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have it to say, to the glory of free grace, that I 
every moment behold God reconciled^ through 
the Son of his love : though the degrees of sen^ 
sible comfort, and nearness to him^ greatly vary. 
I often feel such fieiy darts from the enemy of 
my soul, as almost terrify me ; at other times, 
future trials are represented in^such frightful 
colours, that for a short time they fearftiUy un- 
hinge me* In all these distresses, real or ima- 
ginary, I find no cure,' but in looking simply to 
Jesus, and cleaving close to him ; but then he 
supports and comforts me. — ^The Lord has con-^ 
descended to sheiv me his will, in a most asto- 
nishing manner, respecting one of my trials* 
Btit, alas ! what shall I say ; when the Lord has 
shewed me his wfll, I seem not to have power to 
comply, all within would oppose it. The 
struggle is great between a strong desire to sa- 
crifice a//, and obey my Gpd ; and an ardent 
desire to act so, in all things, as to secure the 
approbation of the thinking and judicious part of 
mankind. But, Lord, if thou call me to give 
this up, yea, to fbvsake all and follow thee, 
Abraham-like, I would cheerfully ob^. 

Octobers. Endeavoured to set apart this 
day entirely for the coqcems of my soul, but 
was not rdieved of my present load j I mean 
various trials pressing hard upon me. On the 
contraryj ray distress was greatly heightened by 
those, from whom I expected help. O my God, 
I desire to say in the midst of all, thou doest all 
things welL If I suffer, it is surely needful, and 
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less t^n I deserve. O sanctify my troubles^ and 
when tiioQ seeest meet, remove them : only let 
me not be tried above what I am able^ neither 
suffer me to mistake thy will. I commit myself 
and all my concerns into thy bands. O enable 
me to possess my soul in patience, until thou 
sendest deliverance. Be not thou a God afar off 
in the day of trouble ; but nigh at hand, for thy 
great Name's sake. The troubles of my heart 
are enlarged, O bring thou me out of my dis<« 
tresses. Remember thy precious promises. Let 
it not displease thee^ that I plead them with thee ; 
I would bind thee with the gircfle of thy own 
faithfulness. How mysterious are the ways 6i 
Providence. His paths are in the deep waters, 
his footsteps are not known. He giveth to none, 
account of his matters. Though not permitted 
to doubt of the favour of God, and having 
besides many precious promises on which to rely, 
I feel at present, like Jonah, as if in the belly of 
hell : so tempted, so tried, so tossed, so per- 
plexed, so surrounded with mountains of diffi- 
culties! Lord, clothe me with the whole 
Christian armour, that I may be able to with* 
stimd in the evil day, and having done all to 
stand. 

November 15. Felt unwell this morning, but 
was blessed in social prayer and Christian con- 
versation. I was greatly animated, and all this 
day my expectations have been great respecting 
the accomplishment of some precious promises, 
I seem to have had at times a foretaste of the 
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bappiness I hope soon to e^joy,. Surely my God 
is near^ and he will turn again my captivity; 1 
have expected every time I have gone to prayer^ 
that he WQuld burst my remaining bonds aaunder^ 
and deliver me out of 4the hands of my enemies^ 
that I may hencefiQirward serve him intrue ho- 
liness^ without fear^ all the. days of my life. 
Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly. - 

December 18. The LcMrd has been gracious 
this week in rei^training my enemies, and al- 
lowing me a .measure of communion with him- 
self; in blessing his word in readilig, and by 
inclining me in every possible way to act for 
him« He has indeed made this a very com- 
fortable day. In the morning I was (cied, and 
for a moment I was ready to yield, bat.q^ick as 
lightening came the Lord to my assistance. I 
endeavoured to give the^ cause of the trial to 
himself; he comforted me, and has removed it. 
How tenderly does he deal with his children ! 
He also to-day strengthened* my hands, by my 
helping others in different ways j especially in 
conversation and social prayer. In the former, 
wh^h speaking of the Lord's second coming, be 
made me to. rejoice with joy unspeakable ; and 
while employed in the latter, I was made to 
mount up %on the wings of faith and love : God 
the Father felt benignly nigh. Th'e joy of the 
Lord in a peculiar manner, this week, has been 
my strength. I have walked up and down in his 
Name, rejoicing for the consolation. He has 
heard my prayers, and answered them, both for 
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myself and otbera. On Tuesday^ I asked ear- 
nestly bis cmnfortable presence, when intending 
to meet with a Tew Christian friends for prayo: 
and rdigious. conversation ; and he was unspeak* 
ably gracknistousall. O how good is God ! But 
satan has varied his temptations. When much 
distressed in body and mind on many accounts, 
be tempted pae t« despondency, and unbelief;' now 
that the Lord is gracious, and has enlarged my 
borders in a spiritual way, he* tempts me to eelf- 
approbation. But my soul abhors the thought : 
the Lord has. made me as fearful of this abomi- 
nation as of hell itself; nay, more. I have cried 
to the Lord against it ; I have repeatedly fled to 
the blood dF Jesus, and endeavoured to lay very 
low before my Ck>d, and the force Of the temp- 
tion is abated. 

•— — 29. For some time the Lord has been 
exceedingly gracious unto me. Last week, he 
made me walk more immediately in his pre-^ 
sence : appealing to him for what I did and left 
undone. My fellowriiip in a low degree was with 
the Father 4md the Soji. My love to secret 
prayer, and power to abide in it more than usual, 
still continues; and though I do not always 
.obtain immediate answers, I reap generally the 
fruit of it afterwairds; by finding when with 
others a power to keep my mind stayed upon 
God ; to hold coaimunion with him, and ability 
to converse with profit : it also keeps me more 
sensible of his presence wherever I am. He has of 
late condescended to bless serious conversation On 

VoL.L I 
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rdigious. subjects to my own soul and.othera} and 
also afforded me many opportiinitiea to act for 
lum^ by doing good to my fellow-creatures. 
7%isy I thank God, in f^tiU my element;, not from 
any expectation of gaining heaven by it; that I. 
know is the alone purchase of the blood of Jesus ; 
but from a more noble principl^^ove to Jesus, 
and a desire to glorify God. I would that all 1 
have and am were d cvattd to him.^r-Yesterday 
the Lord taught me a useful lesson. I had gone 
to his house with large expectations ; and after 
waiting upon him in the use of the means, 
without feeling more of his power or lore than 
I had brought with me, I grew dbsatiafied, and 
felt a fear lest I should lose what I alreiady pos* 
sefsed : immediatdy I felt a deep conviction^ 
that it was my duty and privilege to cleave as 
dose to God when dry and barren, as wbf ii fidl of 
Divine etmeolkuion. This^ as if. coofimg from 
oiotie, penetrated to th^ centre of my heart, 
eM, brought with it a poorer to comply, which 
led me. to hojie it was from God, and it has in 
some measure abode with me until now* 
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Remarks on Providenae-^Diar^ cofttinmd. 



DURING several months of the last vid 
present year^ and indeed at different periods of 
her life. Lady M— appears to have been greatly 
exercised> by being odled to pass under dark 
and mysterious dispensations of Providence. Shef 
was habitually accustomed to adore Jehovah in 
his government of the world. She firmly be- 
lieved, that every event, small as well as great, 
was subject to his sovereign management and 
controuli that the operations of his hands ex- 
tended tp all the minute^ circnfnstances of her 
life ; and, therefore, gratefully relied upon the 
consolatory declaration, **The very hairs of 
your head are all numbered." This, with her, 
as we shall have frequent opportunity to observe, 
was not an idle speculation, but a practical 
pciaci^. Sbe^ therefore, diligently sbugbt ifi 
know the will of God \ not only as it related to > 
-the interests of her soul, but also to the ar- 
rangement of her temporal concerns '; by studying 
his word; by persevering in prayer ; by attend- 
ing to the indications, of his. providence^ fnd, 
I 2 
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in shorty by acknowledging him in all her ways. 
Yet, at different seasons, she was permitted to 
Vander through a tedious night of providential 
darkness, before she received the accomplish- 
ment of the promise, ^* He shall direct thy 
paths/' It is in this way the Lord frequently 
^^trieth the righteous," and calls into exercise 
their patience, their fidelity, their fortitude, their 
resignation. Yet his promise cannot fail ; if they 
endure as seeing him who is invisible, he will bring 
them forth as pure gold. The Christian believer 
should, therefore, never despond ; should never 
give way, no, not for a moment, to dishonourable 
thoughts of God. Though all around be gloomy 
and portentous, though not a single ray of light 
dart across his path^ yet, let him rememb,er> 
that all is u^der the guidance and direction of 
that Almighty Being, who has never once failed 
to deliver his people out of all their troubles.* 

January 17- Upon a review, as usual, of the 



* Hie foUowing judicious aad practical remarks on this 
sublime saiject, by a Lutheran Divme, f deserve the most 
senous attention. ''Providence displays the wisdom, 
goodmis, poWer, and other attributes of God ; we should 
fheref&n skn^ his perfeeli«to in it. The providence of 
God governs us with oool and oonsui^mate wisdom and 
goodness ; we should therefore avoid all nuAi censures of 
it. God governs us with uncontn^able power ; we should 
not therefore attempt io resist Ills government, as if we 

t Vide Sohnii Op. ton^i ii. art 19,-deprovid«atia. 
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past year^ I found it had been a time of great 
trial from various quarters^ and also of great 
consolation. Upon the whole, I had reason to 
conclude, that I had made some small advances 
in the Divine life : but when I considered the 
privileges which I had enjoyed, I saw much 
cause to be ashamed that I had attained no 
further. I endeavoured to humble myself before 
the Lord, and to renew my covenant engage- 
ments to be his : this I found myself heartily 
willing to do, and he made it a profitable tinie 
to me* O that I may, if spared, be more faithful 
to niy gracious God this ensuing year ! Since its 
commencement, I have experienced his goodness 



would provoke the Lerd to jetdotay^ by pretending to b^ 
stren^BT than he, God* gvrerns by ibeasw; we sbottld 
therel^re neither tenq>t Mm by negleotiii^to use them» nor 
vainly abuse them to superstitious purposes. God extends 
his proTidential care orer the most minute objects ; there* 
fore we shonld aroid anxious solicitude, and i«ly upon liim 
£ot a supply of all our wants. Since, in providence^ all 
instruments are to us only what it ploaaes God to make 
them, we should take car» n^Ver to utQr^ice to mur own 
net. However prudent our plans may be formed, and 
however successfully they may be executed, «s all erents 
depend on God, we should pray to him with submissioD 
and Gonfldenee. Since profidenee is the management of 
God, we should seiner be proud in prosperity,- nor dis- 
trustful in adversity." Lady M— i^pears to have had 
these importalit truths engraven on her heart by the finger 
of God % and the support which she thus secured to herself 
during seasons of severe trial, are strikingly exemplified in 
y^ many of the following extracts. 
13 
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in many ways. Mercies and trials hare been 
blended in an uncommon way. 

March b. Still I am kept looking for a deli- 
verance from spiritual foes^ and also from tem- 
poral difficulties^ that I have not yet experienced. 
My soul pants after a fuU eujoyjnent of my God ; 
all things^ persons^ and places^ seem empty. 

that he would quickly come ! The attraction 
from above is powerful, though more in desire 
than in possession; yet the little I do enjoy 
creates such a fervour in my soul for more, as 
admits of little or no delay; such a thirst as 
nothing but God himself can satisfy* In the 
midst of trials and temptations, both outward 
and inward, he keeps me strongly desiring, and' 
feebly attempting, to embrace every opportunity 
that oilers for glorifying him in every possible 
way. And in this, he is not a barwn wilderness 
to me, but comforts and strengthens my heart. 
Often, in tender mercy, he condescends to let 
me see he accepts of my desires to serve him ; 
yet my heart is pained I do so little for him, that 

1 love him so little, and am so little conformed 
to him. I have long esteemed his Will very 
precious, and in some measuredelighted in it ; 
yet, alas, how often does my nature in some 
things spurn at it. Lord, this is my misery,, my 
hell. O destroy all rebellion in it, with a sweet 
Omnipotence ; this, O my God, tliy mighty arm 
alone can effect. 

. 18, I hardly know what to make of my 

present situation. . My views of spiritual objects 
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^eem ckear, my &idi pratty strong, and 'my 
desires after enti)re derotion >ardeiit : yet I lieel^ 
to my omi apprehension, lotigaid and dnlli have 
little sensible comfort $ not so much power to 
abide in secret prayer, and many wuiderings 
both in secret and family prayer. I feel in danger 
of repining and growing impatient^ because my 
God delays his coming, in that foil and per** 
manent manner he has promised. But in spite 
of all these discouragements^ as to myself, 4he 
Lord is enlarging my sphere of usefulness ; in • 
creasing greatly niy opportunities; enabling me 
with desire to embrace them ; ^d aotnetimes 
not only suspends my spiritnal distress xdien 
acting for him, but also silences my oompliuasts, 
and gives me freedom and power to speak for 
him. Perhaps he may see it needful to keep* me 
low as to spiritual enjoyment, lest an abundance 
of both should puff me np. O my God, keep 
me from spiritual pride, that dreadful evil;-*^ 
but would not more of thy grace humble me ? 
The more I have of thee, the more I should 
loathe myself; the more I should see of my own 
nothingness. 6, come then, gracious God, over- 
power me witti thy love ; swallow up my soul in 
^hee ; nothing less will satisfy. 
. . April 12. Still He, who cannot err, ^ees meet 
to suspend the accomplishment of precious pro- 
mises, and to exercise me with many outward 
trials, and inward pressures and confticts. Surely 
he does all things well. What 1 know not now 
I shall know hereafter. The language of Pro- 
.14 
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vklencn, in some dispensatioDs^ I cmuiot under- 
stood ; but must beliere what is, is best, as it 
must : be the expcess or permissive will of God. 
Yet I.&nd> however it is with me, as it respects 
either joy or sorrow, prosperity or adversity, I 
am eoahled, in a small d^ee, to pursue inva- 
riab](y the glory of God* I think this is ^e 
habitual bent of. my soul : though, alas, I come 
far short, and find much in me .to oppose the 
will of God. . Yet Lam struggling for deliverance, 
for full conformity to it. " 

May 17^ For these last three weeks^ I Jiave 
endured a fight of afflictions, . from almost every 
quarter. The Juord has shewed his power in 
strengthening me to bear them, by enabling me 
in some measure to cleave to him ; and, in spite 
of a/r opposition, to believe he would perfect 
what concerned me; that not one word should 
fail of all the things of which he had spoken. 
I'he Lord, I know, can save me in a storm, but 
constant trials are not pleasant to flesh and 
blood* At times, when seemingly pressed out of 
measure, I have felt a d^ree of impatience^ 
unbelief, and many other evil tempers^ which 
have been cause of sorrow to me; at othei: 
times, I have sensibly felt a present power im- 
parted from on high, whereby I have been made 
as if impregnable. My enemies might do their 
wor^t, but could not overcome. Tkis was 
indeed comfortable, especially as it was attended 
with a sweet perauasion of victory ; that if I 
would stand stilly I should see the salvation of 
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Gad, Within this three weeks, I have had 
twice Mt opportunity of sitting down at the 
Lord's'iable ; neither of the times were attended 
with remarkable comfort; but a cleaving to 
God, by strong ftith, in the midst of many 
trials. As it respects some of these trials, he has, 
while in prayer, and laying my distress before 
hixri, cleariy pointed out my way, and succfeetfed 
me in it; others, he leaves me yet tO grapple 
with^ but I am not comfortless ; for at all tiraei^ 
I see him by faith as my God in Christ, though 
not with the same degree of sensible comfort. 

June 8. Since the 17th of- last month, Hlia» 
been a time of variegated trials'. God is love, 
and giveth no unnecessary pain. Surely then he, 
who cannot err, seeiS it needful I should be thus 
severely tried. So perverse is human nature, 
even after sovereign grace has in some meai^ure 
rectified it, that without frequent painful visi- 
tationis from the lenient hand of the Father of 
bur spirits, we should often go astray. In spite 
of all i suffer, I feel, when in any degree free 
from the strong influence of powerful tempta- 
tions, a secret persuasion, that I shall not only 
overcome at last, but enjoy even here below^ a 
great rest from sin and self; that the Lord will 
bring me into a wealthy place, and make me 
glad according to the days wherein I have seen 
evil. Hasten, Lord, the happy time. For some 
days, I have had a great struggle 5 have been 
obliged to fight against principalities,, and powers, 
and the rulers of darkness ; but, endeavouring 
15 
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to trust in the faithfulness and mercf of my 
God^ in the &ce of the army of the aliens, I felt 
mightily strengthened from on high; and was 
enabled through grace- to put them to Sight. In 
every combat^ I find my only safety lies in 
cleaving to God^ in believing resolutely and 
steadily in the Lord Jesus, in opposition to all I 
either feel or fear* 

21. Since the 10th of last month, the fur- 
nace of temptation and trial has been hotter; 
yet, in the midst of it, I think my soul has been 
panting after God, breathing intensely after all 
the life Divine; though tempted at times to 
think I was growing indifferent. When attacked 
from every quarter by my foes; I have, at 
seasons, sensibly felt a power from on high 
resting upon me, whereby I was enabled to 
endure temptation <with silence of spirit ; — ^but 
at other tlmes^ when they have pressed very 
hard, I have been in danger of giving way to 
hard thoughts of God; instantly, I was ma^e 
sensible of my danger, and obtained power to 
stifle them in the birth. I have often felt the 
Lord peculiarly gracious to my own soul, when 
attempting to do good to others; and, some- 
times^ upon the bare mention of the name of 
Jesus by another^ he has so sweetly manifested 
his presence by faith, as is much better felt than 
expressed. He greatly encourages me to act for 
him, even in the midst of trials, by the present 
reward he bestows, and he still increases my op- 
portunities for it, with power and inclination to 
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use thepa. I bftve of late felt strongly tempted 
to doubt of my interest iu Jesu9> but endea- 
voured through grace to repel it : then he drew 
nigh, and ga?e me repeated proofs gf his dying 
love to my souj, and thereby, for the time, 
strengthened my faith; I was enabled to resist 
satan, and he fled from, me^ When the. force of 
the trial abated, and the clouct/^w^re scattered, 
in God's light I saw light, and wa9 assured I did 
believe in Jesus. O that these trials though in 
then^n time grieyqus^ may prove the means of 
rooting and grounding me in the love of God^ 
and filling me witU all his fulness, 

July 18. The Lord . is still continuing his 
goodness to my soul ; he has for these two weeks 
given txte a greater d^ree of commumpn.with 
him, and nearness to him;. mora power. and 
AweeUiess in secret prayer, .and at tipnes a re- 
markable, enjoyment of his presence. Gspecially 
la^t Lord's^ day, in the afternoon, when in his 
house of prayer, I felt surrounded with his 
goodness : heaven seemed let down into my soul. 
But I was soon stript. of all> and left to fight 
every inch of ground with my enemies. All I 
could do was to fly by simple faith to. Christ, 
and entreaV he would not permit my foes to 
deprive me of what he had bestowed. I think 
my prayer was heard, for when the battle was 
over, I/elt he had kept what I bad committed 
to him, und I hope I was no loser. > Surely there 
is one lesson the Lord means to teach me by 
.the$e repeated conflicts^ and vitriable frames^i 
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via. that Ae chmges noii that in ever}*.9t»teJ 
should be persuaded of it^ andinviariabfy' trust 
him. Lord^ enable iiie constantly to do this. 

r- 24. I have cause to say, " Bless the 

Lord, Qmy soul, and all that is within ale» bless^ 
^is holy Name/' He has indeed been gracious 
to me ; O that I could make suitable returns \ 
Since Tuesdays last week, the Lord has made 
much of his goodness to pass* before- me. He 
has enabled me, by faith, to retain that degree 
of additional felloM^hip< and communion with 
himself^ which he gave me two weeks ago ; but 
it has been by fighting every inch of ground 
with my spiritual foes. Satan has tried every 
artifice to rob me of it ; — ^he has had recourse to 
pleasure and pain ; to smiles, and frowns ; but, 
through the tender mercy of my God, all his 
stratagems have failed. My mind is still staid 
npon God, trusting in him. He has deeply con- 
vinced me, that there is no way to retfdn any 
blessing but by simple fatthy cleaving close to 
Christ ; and flying from evU reasoning, as from 
the fac^ of a serpent. \Vithin these two nneeks, 
I have indeed proved the truth of this. 1 have 
been tried various ways, and in A\ Ibund tiothing 
would avail nae but this method^ but this has 
succeeded, in the midst of fiery daHs> wan- 
derings, dryness in duties, fears of losing what 
I had attained, and deep, piercing convktions of 
unfaitbfolness and unworthiness. Last ^Lord's 
day, I had an opportunity of renewing my 
engagements to be his for ever, by sitting down 
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at ilb^^We^ and be made it iftdeed a time of re- 
freshing^^'fttmi his praselnce. I enjoyed sweet 
commatiidn Wkb God 5 sahation was for walls 
and buli¥atks I my mind was truly stayed upon, 
my God J and f was^nabldd to endure as seeing 
him who is invisible. My meditations of him 
r Were sweet, &ith sboAe with a meridian bright- 
ness all the day. I cannot express what I en- 
joyed; I was encompassed with his favour as 
with a shield. Yet in the 'midst of all this, Satan 
had wellnigh deprived me of it; but I lied to Jesu^ 
for help, f^id he succoured me : and this day the 
Lord niade my peace il6w as a river, and gave 
me sudi. a degree' of fellowship with himself as 
I cannot exprcfss. " O for a heart to praise my 
God." He made me very joyful in his house of 
prayer, while I heard a tfery profitable and prac- 
tical discourse by Mr. Erskine, from Joshua 
xxiv.15; ^* But as for me and my house, we will 
serve the' Lord." I found thh was the resolution 
of mff^hedriy atod the language of my practice^ 
though^ conscious of continual short-coming^ 
and many eyils. From the moinent f sat down 
in the church,, some time before the service 
began, I enjoyed swieet and strong communion 
with my God. His life and love flowed into my 
soul. I v^as made to ride upon my high places ; 
and was^ fed with the heritage of Jacob. After- 
ward8> -fearing my enemies^ who are always 
nigh on ^ch occasions, I ci'ied to the Lord to 
confirm ^y soul, and keep me from sin and 
aalaii-s:aina he graciously heard and answered 
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. lue. While I cctaversed yfiik pt)|e{!js,.)te made 
xny moantain tq staad s^ottg, a|id>gftVie ni0 qlear 
views of what be had doae for me* Q my. God, 
what cause have I to say, %hio\x art a fiMj^ful God, 
and thy. tender a^rcies ane over' all .thy work3! 
Bless^ the Lord, O, my souU 

— "— - 26. The Lord this day heaped bis favours 
upon me.. Being called from home in the way 
of duty^ he not only disappointed my fi^ars, but 
greatly excfoeded my expectations. How great 
is his goodness. While on the road, <beaven 
seemed let down into my soul. I truly expe- 
rienced, all the day, the accpmplipbme^t of the 
gracious promise made by our blessed Lord, 
John xiv. 2^. W^hether sBent pr speaking ; whe- 
ihec }n secret-prayer or reading; whether medi- 
tating or employed ia ejft^ulatory prayer, it was 
indeed one of the (kys of the Son o( Mft&t My 
enjoyment of God did not consist so much in ra^^ 
tiiTous feelings, or eaftaticjoy, as in solid^ delight- 
ful, deep conitmmumwith God the Father, and God 
the Son, through the eternal Spirit. This dif- 
fused tlirough my soul such a heavet^j/ serenity^ 
such VL divine sufeetness and unutterable fecLce, as 
mocks all expression — language fails.. Ti^e Divine 
origin of all this, I think, ww pro^ied by its 
effects ; which were — ^oot confidence in tbe fleshy 
nor self-exalting, or approving thouj^ts ; no-—* 
but a consciousness of unworthiness, of unfaithr 
fulness, and weakness : yet joined with a sweet 
confidence in God ; hanging upon him by con- 
stant prayer and faith^ with filial fear pf ojfeading 
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hitp^ and a continued self-exariiination^ and re- 
newing tbe -aense of his presence. O my God^ 
stablifth and strengthen my sonl^ and keep me 
in the faoUow of thine hand^ for 1 am weak as 
helpless infancy. On retnming hoaie^ I felt in- 
disposed; but the Lord continued ki» goodness. 
O heavenly Father, succeed the feeble attempts 
made to act for thee by helping others. 
. August 5. This day also, I have to record 
the loving-kindness of the Lord. From morning 
till night, my time was spent for God, in acting 
for the temporal and spiritual benefit of my 
fellow-creatures. The Lord made my mountain 
to stand strong; my fellowship was with the 
Father and the Son. Hiough my usual tiuic ::: 
secret was much abridged, my God did not suffer 
me to lose by it ; but enabled me to enjoy de-^ 
lightful intercourse with himself, in sitting down 
and rising up, going out and comhig in. '< O to 
grace how great a debtor.'' I feel much led to 
.be instant in prayer, that the Lord may confirm 
nfiy soul, and not let any enemy rob me of what 
b^ has given me. I trust it is the beginning of 
good things ; and that now the Lord hath begun 
to accomplish his promises, he will not leave off, 
till he hath done all for me of which he has 
,«poken« Surely not one word of his shall fail : 
He is a faithful God. I' do not think I am yet 
. possess^ of all I think included in the blessing 
of entire djsvotion i I believe I enjoy a measure 
of it. I am eniabled to believe in a fuller and 
larger measure than Usual, and have a more 
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constant and deeper commtinion with Gdd^ and 
with his dear Son than formerly. My heart more 
than ever cleaves to the means of grace,* aftd I 
am more blessed in them; I have a keener 
sensibility of evil ; stronger desires after all the 
fulness of God ; and a greater resting' in him. 
From these evidences and fruits, I conclude the 
Lord has deepened his work in my soul. O my 
God, give the clear and abiding witness of thy 
Spirit, to testify unto me what thou hast done 
for me.. Give it for sanctification as thou hast 
given it for justification. 

— ^ 17. Still the Lord continues to bless me, 
still he enables me to cleave to him by faith, 
and to believe for the blessing lately received, 
even when much of the sensible comfort of it is 
withdrawn. This I think one proof of true faith. 
When we only believe in consequence of great 
joy, and lose that belief as soon as the joy is 
gone> we make comfort the foundation of our 
faith, and not the testimony of the Holy Ghost. 
Still, however, I must believe that true faith is in- 
separably connected, less or more^ with love, joy, 
and peace. The Lord still gives me to feel mo^re 
comfort in morning devotion ; and this forenoon^ 
I enjoyed the privilege and found the benefit of 
Christian conversation and social prayer. Just 
after, I spent a long time in assisting those who 
have set out in the gooii^Jray of God, and proved 
it of use to myself. 'H6w closely connected h 
our duty and interest; and herein tfppearstbe 
wisdom and goodness of the Most High^ 
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Sept^WS^ I bwe not that d^pree of com- 
fort which I baEve e^njoyed, neither thpt cletimess 
respecting the increase of grace the Lord gave 
me of late 5 -yet I dare not give it up. I fly from 
doubting of what the Lord has done. He has 
given me so many promises, that I must believe'^ 
but it is a time of temptation* Lord, stand by 
me, and let me not give up the beginning of my 
confidence, as it regards tlie last blessing. 1 
have been for some days unhappy, from a fear of 
losing through unbelief what the Lord has done 
for me. 

* — ^ 17* For several days my soul has, I 
think, been pursuing after m6re near and ii|* 
timate communion, with God; if there be aQy 
difference, it «eems rather increased. Wherever 
I am, this is the habitual desire of my heart ; m 
comparison of it, all otlier things are as nothing. 
I am kept crying constantly to the Lord fc^ 
it, under many discouragements, outward and 
inward ', and find the necessity of asserting my 
liberties in the face of satan and sin. I still can 
believe for the blessing lately received, in a small 
degree; but more from simple faith than enjoy-' 
raent. Jesus so sweetly manifests his presence 
by faitb as I cannot easily express : he i$ truly 
precious to my soul, as the chiefest of ten thou- 
sand. I am uncomfortable, if I do not every 
mom^it find coi^Mtuunion with the Father and 
the Son. I do in a decree experience this, but 
then it appears in my own eyes so far short of 
what 1 expect, and also think included in the 
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bl^ssbig of entire dfifotioB, diltt I ^m sometimes 
iu danger of despising the day of stnall things : 
but again^ when I look to the amazing piromises 
the Lord has not only made in general in hia 
word, but frequently applied with power, to my 
^uiiid, I am greatly encouraged to prQ^Jloni; to 
pray always and not faint; because, ''He is 
faithful who has promised, who also will do it.'' 
I have it to record, to the glory of my God, that 
when I attempt to do any thing for him, either by 
speaking for him in my own house, or visitii^ the 
sick i^broad, he greatly assists me, by inecea^ng 
my communion with himself, and giving metofeel 
sweet liberty in my own soul. But still I feel a 
degree of darkness and uncertainty on my mind, 
with regard to the Lord's will concerning me in 
some particulars ; though for some time I have 
had power to stay my soul upon him, and to pray 
that he would accomplish '' all the good pleasure 
of his goodness, and the work of faith with 
power/' I have felt less ^sweetness in secret 
prayer than for some time. 

21. My communion with my God has 

been almost. uninterrupted for several days : 

** Not a cloud did arise, to darken the skies, 
Or hidfe for ft moment my Lord from my eyes.'* 

1 have not had much joy, but sweet pe^e. The 
Lord Jesus has been unspeakably precious. His 
name has indeed been as ointmetit poured forth, 
and my soul has cleaved to him : He is truly the 
desire of my eyes, and the delight of my heartj^ 
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the sonrcii of all ' my consolation. Bdt I know 
little of him, in comparison of what I might, 
and hope to do. Many, oppdrtunites ate daily 
offering whereby to glorify God, and profit my 
fellow-creatures, which the Lord still inclines 
and enables me to embrace. I am deeply con- 
scious that of myself I can do nothing ; but I 
am fully persuaded, that the wealcest Instrument 
in the hand of Omnipotence, is e^ual to the 
most arduous task: and he ^sometimes conde* 
scends to shew me that my word«, though spoken 
in weakness, do not always fall to the ground. 
Independently of this cohsideratidn, 1 feel con- 
stantly desirous to fill up all my time With, and 
for God : to take every opportunity that he gives 
me for glorifying him in every possible way. 
This often makes me singular, and reduces me 
to the disagreeable necessity of walking and 
acting not as others do, which gives oifence. 
People often assign a cause for my conduct, that 
only exists in their own imagination, viz. that I 
think myself better than others. This gives niQ 
pain. It is certainly contrary to my natural 
temper, /to say, ^* Stand by, I am holier than ' 
thou.'.' But 1 cannot help it, it is a cross, and 
I must either bear it, or walk contrary to the 
light imparted from on high. 

October 3. In the course of these last eight 
days, I have been variaosly tempted and tried ; 
but have also experieoGed the Lord's goodness 
in many ways. The force of trials and tempta- 
tions has, in some measure, impaired my joyj 
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secret {Nnyer^ and reading the Scriptures j study^* 
ing tte« proipi^esi and praying over Uiem; 
looking and longing for their acoompliahiBent > 
pained' wUb my distance from God, and yet 
unable, to get nearer. Y^ I endeavoured to Atir 
up others to trust in him, and could reaaop well 
upon (be immutability of his promises ; but fdt 
little benefit from it myself, I feel, more 
than ever, caUed to truat in the.promiaes, but 
am unpommottly tempted with unbelief. . O what 
an hj/dra is this foe ! Lord> subdue.it. I bc^ 
to think one fruitful source of distresa to me, 
is, a spirit too anxious, too vehement, . and too 
restless. I fear^ I attach an improper importance 
to my effdi^ts in attempting to go on in the good 
way; at least, I am beginning to suspect d^ere 
is something of this in the case. I restlessly use 
duty, and mean after mean, as if the Locd could 
or would do nothing without me* In one s^ise 
tins is true ; but I fear I trust toa much to the 
use of means, to my own feeble eilbrts, and do 
not simply, toie ikem, and yet look above them, 
to their great Author. One reason for my 
thinking thus is, I am perfectly uneasy if ke|M; 
from any ; and if at any time laid askie through. 
affliction> and especially if confined to bed, I 
am ready to conclude all that^ time is lost; as if 
I was not as sc^e when stiffering the will of 
God, as wbien dwng it: or as if the Lord can^ 
not operate on my soul unless I aai found in 
some active duty.. Lord, if this is really my 
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ioUyi eduvmce me clearly of it, and cnire me 
thoiroughly. O may .1 ever remember that the 
greatest work of all is to believe. 

— — 31. Tound myself profited to-day by 
taking up my cross^ Was also benefited by 
social prayer, and Christian converse upon the 
deep things of God j and by endeavouring to 
help a' Christian friend out of the mire of temp- 
tation, otherwise stronger in the faith thah my-^ 
self. O the fascinating power of temptation ! 
Lord, what are the strongest Christians, without 
thy continual aid ! Perhaps, I stood more in 
need of the exhortation than my fnend ; but V 
find it is much more pl-ofi table, when I meet 
with Christians who have many complaints, to 
encourage them to trust in God, to exercise 
faith and love, than to join in complaining, by 
telling them all my particular grievances. I may , 
have much to bewail, as well as them ; but I 
have often found in encouraging others my own 
soul blessed, my faith strengthened, and love; 
increased. My soul has been restlessly pursuing 
after God; I have felt more power ta abide in 
prayer; to trust that the Lord will finish his 
work in my souli and accomplish all the good 
pleasure of his will in me, and the work of 
faith with power, even though I should, in the 
course of Providence, be deprived of those 
helps which I have found pecuUarijF useful. In 
the view of this to-day, I found I could repose 
my soul an God* Sur^y no creature, or thing/ 
can be of any use to me, but what he makes 
3 ' 
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them; of consequence, if be remme ooe^ be 
can raise up another. Lord^ increase my tmst 
in thee. 

Nov. 12. Since my last date, I have been 
sorely afflicted in body. O that it may bring 
forth the peaceable froits of righteonsness. 
During the first day or two of my illness, my 
mind was very languid; so that I could hardly 
put up one petition. The Lord in mercy kept 
off the enemy ; I was more free than usual from 
inward conflicts ; but I felt much confusion of 
thought, owing in part, no doubt, to the violence 
of the disorder. I felt much, but feared more ; 
and in the event of death, almost dreaded ap- 
pearing before the tribunal of God, while so 
stupid and confused. I forgot, that his mighty 
power coikld in a moment make me fit for it, 
if it had then been his will to have called me 
home. What a multitude of thoughts, unrea- 
sonable and false ones, does unbelief produce. 
How amazingly, also, is the whole frame un- 
hinged, when the nerves and spirits, are af- 
fected! Were it the will of my God, how 
desirable would be an exemption from these 
afflictions, which deeply affect either. ^' A man 
may sustain his infirmities, but a wounded spirit 
who can bear.*' This completely unmans.one; 
all our natural fortitude is lost; we then fear 
where no fear is, and dread a thousand evils 
that never befall us. In short, we turn adepts 
in selfrtormenting : with the poetj I would say, 



BARCT^ LAPY MAXWBLL. 193 

''All deaths, all tortures, in one pMig conbi&'A) 
Are gentle, to tbe tonnents of the mind." 

When raised from a bed of sickness^ I felt 
piercing convictions ' of nn&ithfulness^ unfruit- 
fulness^ unworthiness ; and was ashamed to look 
up to God : I had made so little progress in his 
ways, and yet for years had been surrounded 
with every spiritual advantage; I felt so little 
of the mind of Christ. At the iame time, my 
views of Jesus, as my God and Saviour, were 
clear; and I was -so encompassed about with 
precious promises, that I was kept from sinking. 

— — 22. I felt once or twice this morning, 
strongly tempted to €mger and prides llie Lord 
quickly shewed the danger, and I think gave me 
victory. Yet satan nearly disturbed my comfort 
ju&t aft^, by suggesting that I had given way in 
jsome degree ; and, therefore, "I had better give 
up, at least, part of tiie happiness I enjoyed, for I 
had po title to it/* I saw the tAovea foot — ^was 
am^are of bis intention, and cried to the Lord to 
rebuke hira. I fled also afresh to the blood of 
Jesus, lest I might have contracted anyguiH; and, 
immediately after, my God was indeed gracious 
— ^increased my &ith and love ; avd wonderfully 
opened my mouth, to declare his goodness tp 
my^ soul, before those who feared and loved 
him. He riso enabled me to keep up the spirit' 
of religious conversation before others ; and 
encouraged me by some persons declaring, that 
they had received benefit from my former 
conversation, and attempts to help them. How 

VoL.L K 
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condescending was this to my weakness, but 
I fear I felt too much complacency in it ; for 
though I went with enlarged expectations in the 
evening to his house of prayer, all was unpro- 
Atable> and 1 was much disappointed. Lord, 
make me dead to all approbation but thinej and 
surely that will not make mc high-minded. . 

December 31. The last day of this year. O 
that I were able to look back with satisfaction, 
QEi a year spent wholly for, and to God. I can, I 
think, truly say, this has been my constant aim 
through the whole of it ; but, alas, I have come 
ifar short, and have reason to say, ^^ It is of the 
Lord's mercies that I am not consumed.'' O my 
God, as thou hast brought me to. the end of 
another year, accept of my grateful rtbaoks for 
all the goodness thou hast made to pass before 
me in the course of it. O sanctify aU the dis- 
pensations of thy providence toward^ in^rfpr- 
give all my sins in heart or life, known or 
unknown. O permit, and enable lAe,. in tiiy 
strength, to devote inyself afresh unto thee, with 
all I have and am, or ever shall have. . 

" Take my body, spirit, soul, 
Only thou possess the whok.** • 

Through thy grace, may I, while I live^oaly 
liye to thee ; and when I die, nifiy I die to tl|«9^ 
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Jmtiary 13, This day, though much employed 
with God, I waa much grievled ^ith hardness 
of heart and unbelief. My heart would Mill 
pant after full communion with God ; this only 
can satiny my soul ; but' O my faith is greatly 
tried, by the accomplishment of the promises 
being so long delayed. I see, both from the 
word of God, and the experience of Christians 
in all ages, that this has generally been the case : 
they have been tried to the uttermost, before 
the Lord performed what he had spoken ; espe- 
cially when he was about to do any great work, 
either in them, or by them. Yet I am v(5ry 
impatient. Hope deferred maketh my heart 
sick. The trial of my faith is both precious and 
profitable ; but it is also very painful : surely the 
blessing will be sweet, and very permanent, when 
it does come. Through the whole of this dajr, I 
was tempted to relinquish hope, and was ready-te 
K2 
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say, I shall never see the fulfilment of the pro- 
mises. This was my infirmity^ and though the 
Lord suffered me to ciy long, yet at last he 
applied^ to my mind a comfortable passage to 
quiet my* fears, and to strengthen my faith : 
^^ And a man shall be as a hiding-place from 
the wind, and a covert from the tempest; as 
rive^ of water in a dry place ; as the shadow of 
a great rock in a weary land/' Delightful words ; 
I have often experienced tjhem. true. Jesus hath 
been very precious to me, and clear to the eye 
of faith. Temporal things were also distressing 
to me. I had cried much to the Lord, and had 
obtained i^p answer, which greatly discounted 
me; n^y hands were hanging down, and my 
Ifiiees waxing feeble : but concerning this also, 
}iis ivord t^rou^ht relief : ^^ I have been with 
tiil&e in six troubles, and will not leave tbe^ in 
the sevfsntb.'* How great is his goo4ness. O 
Lord, lyh^n wilt thou enable me to n^ake some 
smiail return, \^j loyii^g t^^ee with all my l^^t. 

.Q why 4^?^ ^^9^ ^^P ^^ P^^^ ^9^^ ^ ^^S ^^ 
.s]^h a painful dist^^nce fropi the§ : — a soul that 
jip arde^itly desire^ and ^^o oonstafitly pants, for 
ijnii^terrupted cppam union with thee ; for po\ver 
to wfJk with thee like j^noch pf old. O have 
t9pJ9[ipas3ion on me,, and i>ring m^ near* 
: — -^2S, Su^da^. i have endured 'f'^^^^- 
gffi^h of spirit: for ^pme time. My. lieari i^ 
]]>f^ifiK^\^W^J^ W^^S within jtpe JJiro^ the 
ctj^]»pwerof unbpjipf; Imef|Q> as it rplatcw to 
jh^l|cpogipiis}^p€ji^t 9JF^jtrecip]is prom^ef* With 
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respect to my intertst in Jesus, I btess the 
Father of merties thel« is no tift'<ferlaitity on 
this Bibjeet: all is clear, and Jesos is ift rtjy 
heart thcf constant hope of gloi?y. But this cttnuot' 
snflace; y^t it ought, I think, to afford me more^ 
Comfort 'than I seem wifting to recelte. Like' 
the ctifSdrefn of Israel, the bondagfe of corruption 
and nbbelief is so galling, I e^nfrnot, through 
angtSSh of sphrit, listen to any thSng comfort- 
able : satan, also^ is permitted to sift nie as 
wheat; hitherto the Lord hais prayed for me, 
else I had utterly fdfled. Yet, I hftVe criuse to 
«hig of mercy, as well as of jtidgftient. Not- 
withstfttfding ftif variegated distressed, th* Lord 
hath-bi^bughtrnfeiiygrdcious promiifcs, with' pe- 
culftif force ahd sweetnei^s', to my re*%ml)VAtoce ; 
both* it cotfoerfas mjrself antf som^ o^ my nMf 
rethekm^f: O how tha^Wul ought 1 tote: but; 
akkyimy dH^tr^ss is so greaf, I fail mich ia this 
deHj^hiefhl duty. My heitrt feels moi^ and tb^e 
emptiM of things below, they grow veiy in* 
sipid. This spiritual circtrmicisfon is truly pai»f-« 
Mi but I beriete very ne^essaty for thtesoiitthttt 
wbuid entirely be devoted to God, I wait foi* 
God — ^my sotil doth wait; yea, in the midst' of 
my distress it pants for him. I c&rinOt lite at 
this distance. I would fain hope rest and deli- 
verance a^ at hand : matters appear to be ap-' 
prbtfcKihg to a crisis. O that it might be now : 
Spe^, Lord, for thy servant heareth. 

February 1. Enjoyed precious meahs of grace 
to-day, wHich were in a measure profitable. 
K 3 
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My heart panted after more of God, yet I met 
with a trial which felt severe. I was tempted to 
evil tempers ; butienjoyed power to look to Jesus, 
and was delivered : they obtained no place in 
my heart. I never so clearly perceived the, dif- 
ference between temptation and sin. , It made 
Jesus precious to my soul as a strong deliverer. 

' 4. Found power to abide in prayer this 
morning. I felt several times as if inwardly. 
Warned to expect that something painful was 
Qbout to happen ; but I did not enough regard the 
secret intimation; and, therefore, did not arm 
myself as I ought to have done by prayer. When 
the trial came, I was hurried and unpr^ared^ 
and did not as usual cry for the Lord's presence 
and direction, and I smarted for my foUy and 
unfaithfulness. After it was begun, a horror 
seemed to seize my spirit. I then ft^red my 
foes, and looted to the Lord for help. He was 
gracious, and enabled me to cleave to himself, 
as a girdle to the loins of a man. By faith, I 
saw him that is invisible, and my soul felt 
sweetly and sensibly anchored within the vaiL 
O how good is it to have Jesus for our friend 
in the time of trial, and to find him near for 
our assistance. 

-^ — 21. For some mornings, as soon as I 
awoke, my thoughts have spning up to the 
beloved of my soul ; and he has felt very nigh, 
and my hold of him strong. Lately, I find most 
power to enjoy communion with God in medi- 
tation, in conversing with others on spiritual 
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sul^jects^ in reading, and in gaculatory prayer. 
Was enabled to-day, in some measure, to be 
faithful to God, though at the risk of losing the 
favour of man» Lord, make me more faithful. 
Have .lately enjoyed more power to feed upon 
the promises ; they are very sweet, and my faith 
in them rather increases. 

-24.^ A day of great indisposition of 

body, and much faintness in my spirit. None 
living have a greater call than I have to improve 
the moments of health allowed me ; for when 
sick, I seem quite laid aside. O my God, give 
me power, and grace to use that power, to ]ive 
much in the time of health. But I would fain 
live alike to thee in sickness, as when in health. 
I find it more easy to do than to suffer the- will 
of God. In all things let thy will take place in 
me. O subdue all things in me^ to thyself. Let 
me delight myself in thee, and to thee commit 
all my ways. 

— — 25. The Lord has in mercy raised me 
up again. O that I may be more than ever de- 
voted to my God. A. degree of languor through 
the day overspread my soul, yet I felt more of 
the spirit of devotion, more desire to call on 
,God, and a greater relish for spiritual things.' 
Iti this I differ from many others, for most 
people speak as if they were most serious when 
most afflicted; but, on the contrary, I feel most 
alive to God when I enjoy the largest measure of 
' health. 

March 7* For some time, I have enjoyed a 
K 4 
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more intimate into'course^ and deeper acquaun- 
ance with Jesits. Attempting, frequentiyi to 
make a full surr^sder of my heart to him, has 
proved a moat delightfid exercise; and hehns, 
on every such attempt, felt just at hand, and 
willing to receive it. This has been- attended 
with a present reward. But while engaging in 
this deli^tfiil exercise io-dtgr, satan tempted 
me, in an uncommon manner; yet that is no 
reason why . I. should desist; (tekward trials are 
rather fewer thamosual, and those which remain 
I am enabled, to give up toijod; 

17. I fed mudi discouraged with* the 

remains of a body of sin and^ath; Math the 
sins of my fiuiiily and of the plaee where I Iivew 
On all these accounts, my hands are han^g 
down. Indeed most thinga seem' to w«ar a 
gloomy aspect. jA&a natlon^^iUsre'are wa^, and 
rumoucs ofjwarsi — as.- a churdb^ we am torn 
by factions, parties, prejudices, an^ dtrern- 
ties of opimoa^i among those of u»>\i4»»-are 
in any degree serious ;---olhers;^ and, aiasJ the 
greater part, care for none x)f these things, bvt 
are at ease in Zion ;— ^s incfiiridmb^ mucb car^ 
nality> worldly*mindednes8> and insensibility 
prevail. Will not the Lord be avenged <m ipvoh 
a naticm as this ? What reason have we txx fear 
that the gospel will be taken from us, and sent 
to a. people more deserving of it. O Lord, in 
the midst of deserved wrath remenib^ mercy; 

' 19, Sunday. This morning the Lord 

turned my captivity. I had no remarkaWc joy. 
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but a heavenly sweetness diffused through my 
mind, and all uneasy solicitude was fled. Yet it 
seeAied a different enjoyment from what I expe- 
rienced last week. Jesus then appeared clear to 
the eye of my faith, as much so as any material 
object could do to the eye of the body j but nmo 
I had no such particular view. It was a sweet 
peace in general, with an increase of spiritual 
life. This continued all the afternoon, espe- 
cially till I went to the table of the Lord. Satan 
often attempted to disturb it, but was not per- 
mitted ; though he had laid a snare for me of 
which I was not aware. I fear I did not alto- 
gether escape, but I cried to the Lord, and ap- 
pealed to him that what I had done was in the 
integrity of my heart, and he had mercy on me. 
There is danger on every hand. I had many 
petitions to offer up to the Lord at his table, and 
I do hope they were registered above, and will 
be answered. Immediately after communicating, 
I felt a decrease of spiritual enjoyment, and my 
indisposition of body returned ) but still I en- 
joyed, through the whole of the day, a measure 
of what I received in the morning. 

April 7* Since my last, I have experienced 
many trials and many changes. Sometimes 
flushed with hopes of speedy deliverance, and 
then I went on comfortably : at other times, I 
have sunk down under discouragements, fearing 
I should have to continue long struggling with 
my enemies; this never fails to weaken my 
hands. My health has been very precarious^ 
K 5 
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and this also has tended to depress me. . All 
must enter the kingdom through much tribu- 
lation : it is a piece of necessary discipline ; it 
helps to humble, and to keep humble, our na- 
turally proud hearts. Even Jesus learnt obe- 
dience by the things which he suffered: shall I 
then complain ? Lord, I do not, neither dare I 
ask any exemption from suffering ; but I may 
entreat for power to be able to glorify thee in 
the fires. O hear me in this t^jg, then shall I 
patiently submit to all thy rightequs will. Yet, 
in the midst of trials, I am not left comfortless; 
the Lord still blesses me with refreshing seasons : 
but nothing short of continual communion with 
God, and all that freedom from sin which Christ 
has purchased, can satisfy me. Allthis the Lord has 
promised, and I must and will believe his word. 
14, The Lord has given me a little re- 
viving in my bondage. His mercy endureth for 
ever : he will not always chide ; neither will he 
keep his anger for ever; he knows the spirit 
would fail before him, and the soul which he 
hath made. He is my chief good, the constant 
enjoyment which I desire : — yet, amazing, how 
slow my progress in the pursuit of this' Eternal, 
Supreme Good. Lord, do I not love Thee above 

ali? 

*< Is there a thing beneath the sun„ 

That strives with thee my heart to share? 
' Ah, tear it thence, and reign alone, 

The Lord of every motion th«re ; 
-. Then shall my heart from earth be free, 
When it has found repose in thee.^' . 
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My God has condescended wonderfully to com- 
fort my distressed heart; to strengthen my faith 
in the promises, and my trust in bis mercy and 
love : both are increased, O may they continue. 
By the cruel force of my spiritual adversaries ; * 
by the variety and continuance of outward trials ; 
and by united and severe inward conflicts, I was 
indeed brought very low, and was driven to 
extremity. I listened too much to the enemy ; 
looked too much at the temptations i and gave 
too much heed to carnal reasoning : all of which 
only tended to increase my distress. But my 
God had mercy on me ; rebuked the enemy, and 
also gently reproved me. O Lord, I acknow- 
ledge the justice of the charge, and grieve for it. 
Do thou give me patience ; for that^ as well as 
every good gift, cometh from thee. O bestow 
it largely upon me ; that, in the midst of suf- 
ferings, I may glorify thee. Having tasted that 
thou art good, how can I live at this painful 
distance? — my heart so cold, my faith so 
weak, my love so languid. O teach me, thou 
Divine teacher, the blessed art of every moment 
panting after full communion with thee ; and yet 
without impatience, never murmuring at thy 
stay, nor wishing my sufferings less. 

— — 16. Sunday. Had many opportunities 
to wait on the Lord in public, and did it with 
composure until the evening ; but then the enemy 
endeavoured to distress me.. I am, I believe, 
much too prone to judge of my state by my 
frames and feelings ; and thereby, at times, draw» 
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falae jcoucliffiions. I bdioire^ would: we aseectain 
the reality of our Gonrerskm^ no iB«Murd fee&ig» 
sbaold in general be excliisivefy depended on.: to 
these should be added decisiTe evidence' in our 
outward conduct. Unquestionalstly the witness of 
God'a Spirit with our spirit, aa naentioned in 
Rom. viii. 16, is more satislaetory than any other 
single evidence ; tins I have : — but, to prevent 
mistake in such a momentous- affair, it is also 
necessary that we have the oi^^watd fruit of the 
self-same Spirit* These togethfciti' if properly 
attended to, will ascertain clearly what state we 
are io. Lord, thou hast my heart, take it more 
fully : let it only beat for thee, O unfold more 
of thy saving beauty to mj- mind : — ^brefdc with- 
full blaze on my enraptured soul. 

21. My God has remarkably appeared 

in my behalf, as it respects my Charity School, 
about which I was in dauger of h&ng plunged 
into difficulties. From continued bad health, the 
teacher had given it up. I had no prospect of 
anotlier, far less of one like-minded ; and from 
this,, and other circumstances, I almost feared 
that I should be obliged to relidquisfa my bene- 
volent plan. After repeated applications *to the 
Lord, by myself and others, he enabled me, to 
believe that the school would be provided-fer, 
and that be would be my guide, director, coun- 
sellor, my God, and my all. I was satisfied, 
thoiagb. I had no particular person in view^ only 
I strongly. hoped that he would incline the heacfe 
of...tbe« present teacher to remain ; accordingly. 
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in afew days^ he came and totd me he could not 
think of goin^ away, iioid had therefore refused 
a place of more profit ahdiless fatigue. Surely this^ 
was of God. The good man said, there seemed to 
be soTKiething very remark^Ie in it, for after he 
had fully determined to leave the School, hi& 
mind suddenly changed, and he felt as if almost 
obliged to rdinquish his determination. The 
Loird also appears to be opening a way for my 
assistance, wilteYegard to the expense altet)dii)g 
the school, whs^'haa* greatly increased; and, in 
pisesent circumstanees, would be more than I 
coold well aflbrd.. Surely he doth all things well. 
O that 1 could trust him morei 

May&. Since my last date, the Lord has 
dealt bountifully with me. My time has been 
anusaaUy devoted to the temporal^ but much 
more for the- spiritual benefit of others, and it 
has indeed been a preeious season io myself in 
various ways. O to be enabled to improve to 
the uttermost. all' my mercies. My God, teach 
me. this Divine art, aikd let me not, as^ I have 
hitherto too often done^ prove unfruitful « I feel 
at a loss where to begin to enumerate the mercies 
of the Lord, manifested to me within these few 
days. When conversing with others upon the 
th^s of God, especially with those who were 
just setting out. in the religious life, my soul has 
been greatly blessed, my communion with God 
increased,, my views of eternal things made ^Try 
clear by faith, and particularly of God the Father 
and God the Son. O how sweetly has niy Jesus 
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manifested his presrace^ and fixed my sod 
steadily on himself. O that I may never forget it, 
and that these delightful visits from on high may 
prove more than ever of a transforming nature. 
My God has given me fresh instances of his faith- 
fulness, which have evidently borne the stamp 
Divine. To him be all the glory. The Lord 
hath also refreshed me much, strengthened my 
hands, and comforted my heai^t^r^by giving me 
to know, that what I have siSA ettd written' to 
others has not been in vain, '^^^zing good- 
ness ! How wonderful are his ways ! How great 
his condescension! Lord, what shall I render 
unto thee! He can and does choose what 
instruments he pleases: — even ram's horns, if 
the Almighty fiat go forth, shall prove sufiQcient 
to demolish the Nvalls of Jericho. O that he 
would abundantly increase my usefulness in this 
respect, for he hath set my heart upon glorifying 
him in this way. I have enjoyed more power 
and sweetness in secret and family prayer than 
usual, and have been enabled in a degree to live 
by faith. The Lord has also inclined others to 
assist me in my labours of love. — ^ 

" O for a heart to praise my God." 

These are but a few of bis mercies to a poor 
worm : but O how defective have been xsxy 
retunis : — ^how many have been my faiKngs z— 
how continued my short-comings : — how nu- 
merous my offences ! O my God, be not strict 
to mark my iniquities. 
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. 19. Conversing with a very particular. 

friend on the work of grace in the soul, and 
of the cause of God in general, Jesus drew very 
nigh, and dilBFused a heavenly serenity over all 
my soul. How inexplicably doth faith realize 
spiritual objects. The bodily eye does not per- 
ceive with greater clearness a material object, 
placed full in its view, than the visive faculty of 
the mind, enligl^tened from on high, does unseen 
things. Surely, gey Lord, it is heaven when thou 
art nigh j and ;what is hell, but thy total absence. 
O permit me every moment to feel the powerful 
attraction of thy love, and let it prove of a strong 
assimilating nature. I was indeed made to sit 
in heavenly places this evening; it was also a 
time of refreshing to my Christian friend. — 
While I now write, the Father of Mercies is 
watering the parched ground with fruitful 
showers : should I live to see to-morrow's sun 
shine in his brightness, I shall be able .to per- 
ceive a growth in the plants and flowers that 
adorn my little garden. Why, then, do I not 
perceive a similar increase in the garden of my 
soul, so often watered as it is with heart-reviving 
showers of grace. My God, shew me, if there 
be any worm at the core, or any little foxes 
which hinder the growth of the tender vine 
of grace. If there be, with a hand graciously 
severe, tear them hence, though all my nature 
should keenly feel the stroke. The Lord has 
made outward things of late take such a turn. 
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as has a tendency to increase my itiwatd peace} 
to strengthen my faith in his promises ; and to 
increase my trust in his goodness and mercy. 
He has inclined the heart of a particular feittale 
friend to throw, her mite with mine into the 
treasury of heaven : I mean, to unite with me in 
bearing half of the expence of my little charity- 
school. We have now upwards of thirty young 
cmes, who are not only taughJt reading, writing, 
arithmetic, &c. &c. but are jil^ trained up in 
the fear of God; every method *being taken to 
lead them to the saving knowledge of him, and 
his Son Jesus Christ. He hath in mercy hitherto 
countenanced this attempt, and has of late given 
me greater cause than ever to believe he will 
bless it more and more. O my God," do thou 
richly recompence with thy heavenly grace, the 
souls of thy hand-maids; whose hearts thou 
hast inclined to devote their substance to thee ; 
and do thou enlarge our borders, and enable us 
to go on with increasing zeal in every good word 
and work.* 

June 9. I cannot as I would express all the 
goodness the Lord has made to pass before me 
for some weeks. It has been a time of suffering 
and enjoyment. I have experienced much of 
my own weakness and helplessness, and also 
much of the power and malice of my spiritual 



^ The friend alluded to in this ettract, is Lady Hen- 
rietta Hope. 
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enemies ; bat my time of extremity wafl the 
Lord's oppottanity^ and be manifested hl^'gfood-' 
ness to my soqL E^cially on Sunday last^ 
when almost pressed out of measure with out- 
ward abd unexpected trials ; a storm had nearly 
arisen within. I was greatly agitsM with fear, 
lest I should lose what the Lord had wfOtrjfht for 
me. I was also griered to find tJie strength of 
ray own wiH^'^fcried to the Lordj and he, in 
great mercy^'^i^ly and literally answered my 
prayer. He restored tranquillity to my soul, and 
gave me that d^ree of sweet fellowship with 
himsdtf I bad before the trial. Immediately 
after, my heart felt so melted down with a sense 
of my own unwortbtness, and his goodness, ai 
I cannot express. — I harQ upon the wliole, eu^ 
joyedt ratben more commtfuion with- my Qod 
for some, time past tha» mual. When- 1 $pmd 
time.witb othens for his sake, he>is pecuUatiy 
gracious, and sweetly manifests hl9 presendifi 
My perception of Dhrine objects is ve#yctear; 
nay peaceis. madr to flow as a river ; while Odd, 
irith fnH: and: cbmdless demonstration,^ conveys 
bis pronaaed grace to my soul. O Lofdy I w«aild 
reoosd these . instances of thy goodness^ thai 1 
nray no4r forget any of tby:beiiefit» ; anditha^my 
trust for future uiercnes may be si;i(eng«beDted $ 
but, abovealT, that thy Name may be gtorified." 
July 1. The piywer of temqpitationt has been 
pskifnl for soma time. I' have been almost 
ready to cooolude that4> was receding, instead 
of advancing; I felt as^^ if etript of all, excepting 
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a small gnun of faith. By the light of this^^^I 
discovered I was justified, but I eajoyed liltle of 
the comfort of it. I have indeed been made 
sensible> that all I enjoy I hold of vGod, I fcmod 
I could not possess one desire after hims his 
waysjt or his peo{^e, unless he bestowed iL I 
have experienced but little fervour in prayer, 
and apparently small profit, from the public 
means of grace. I anitjalsc^^HLiif^.loss, how to 
account for this unc0¥Si^^aUfi itate. Is it, 

my God, a punishinen^^fnieidtlM^ for my un- 
faithfulness ? Or is it a si^iJang deeper into 
iself-knowledge ? Lord, thou knovvest; cause me 
to know it ; I dread the fornier ; O to be deli- 
vered from it. I believe I had also given way to 
a degree of carnal reasoning. . How many are 
my foes,— when shall I obtain victory? To-day, 

1 am beginning to emerge out of this sea :of 
temptation. O my God, set my feet upon a rock, 
find order my goings. 

-— 11. Upon the whole, a good day. Found 
Christ precious and near, when strengthening 
the hands of a distressed disciple; also, in a 
measure, when employed in prayer, praise, and 
Christian conversation. In the evening, spent 
, much time with a female in conversing with her 
on the salvation of her soul. O how did I wish 
for the gift of convincing speech. What comfort 
would it have given me, could I have solidly 
confuted all her objections, and reached her 
heart with self-evident demonstration. But this 
power belongeth unto God ; yet I know he can 
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bless, and make dfectual the weali^st words» O 
that he may do this in the present case 

August 2< I have gone through much distress 
for some days ; I trust the Lord is deepening his' 
work in my soul ; 1 hope the time is at hand 
when he will bring me into the wealthy place ; 
it is indeed, and has been, through fire and 
water. My foes are now very bitter against me : 
satan rages mighl$ly. O that his time may be 
short I am nfe(i£|M^Eiitlted to entertain one 
doubt of my inteftt$CJ -in Christ ; yea, I feel my 
boul every moment united to him j yet so great 
is the power of temptation, that satan makes 
even God a terror to me, and I am afraid of his 
judgments. I have dreaded lest the enemy should 
drive me away from God. He does drive me 
from a throne of grace, at least, often attempts, 
and makes me feel a terror while at it. My 
anguish of spirit is so great, my unreasonable 
fears so strong, I can listen to nothing that is 
comfortaUe.^ I am astonished with amazement, 
my natural spirits are like to fail. H6w long. 
Lord, shall my enemies triumph over, me ? My 
flesh is wasted off my bones, and my spirits are 
drank up J O Lord, cut short thy worjc. Yet in 
the midst of all my distress, I feel eager to grasp 
at any opportunity to glorify God, by. doing good 
to the souls or bodies of my fellow-creatures* 
O my God, come to my help, deliver my poor 
soul» and I will praise thee. 

26. Through mercy, my views of Jesus 

as my Beloved have been clear this last week. 
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As I have rode of walked by the Si^ay, my 
meditations of Intn have been sweeti O how 
amazing, then, these unreasonable fears, with 
which I have been so painfully harassed. ' SiJfrely 
they must be the restflt of strdtig tettipUitidn : 
or art thou, O my God, in this Way cariying on 
thy work in ttif soul ? I do! ndeed feel stripped 
of all sdf-dependence, tCt*]^!^2^0Ye timn usirtil. 
I see and feel thatP? a^^nii%, yea, worse 
than nothing. I fed as fMf^rfd' of God, 2Lttd 
aai terrified by his judgments. . iThiS' must cer- 
tainly, in some nieadure, be owing' to thSt coeI-'^ 
trariet^ to d holy God that is still to b^' found in 
me. Is it not a degr^ of tbAt fear which has 
tormeut? and which keeps rfie from dfeBghting 
in God as I might. A tho^«A^^d natiiele^§ fetos 
often srtrtrrotiftd me, and satfiMf for sortie ifnbfhfelits 
wffl suggest uwworthy thought of G6d, wheti 
yet I kftow^ he is my God. This dtiifts xtp mf 
spirits, and pfev^nts, at l^i^t for the time, alt 
the WWml desires of my sotil after hitft. Itftfen 
fear death, I feat paiiii, I fear distress of v^Mou^ 
kinds ; I fear-^alas, vfl^kt fear I not, whrdn thutf 
forcibly driven from the centre of aJl tnfe rest 
and joy. It is indeed wortnf#ood and gill. O* 
when will it end ? Where, Lord, are the great 
things which thou hast promised ? Tliat entire 
sanctiAdation ; that constant conimunion with 
thyself, which thy promises hold out as the pri- 
vileges of thy people ? Surely these promise 
cannot fAil; Is this. Lord, the way in whlbhTmust 
be led to the accomplishment of them ? If so, I 
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would fain s^y, " Ti^ will be dane/' l^uty O ! 
it is a thprny path, a riugged road 5 it tries^very 
grain of grace whii?h thou hQ^t give#i. Y^t I 
long to glorify Gfod. I see emptijaess written on 
^11 creat^d.good : every thiqg is insipid tbftt does 
not leafl to hifp. 

Octol^er^. After travelling upwards of .five 
bundr^ miles for t;he benefit pf my h^tb, the 
Jjprd |Hts ^%:J|gft»|ft^ me tp my habitation in 
peace. He Xs j.f^ff|f;^fui(jQd, jand h83 given me 
much cf^use ^ ^l^J^- g<^od of his N^me. He 
preserved man and beast by the wftyi yw> won- 
derfully preserved us, when exposed to immiuent 
danger, and when others vfere cut off by tlfe 
sanie d^ger ai^ci at (he same tir^ie. How great 
is bis gQodness !— He alsp gave me many oppor- 
tunities to attempt, m yunpus ways^ to lead 
sinqers to t^e knowledge pf binaself : «nd in this 
delightful, |mport{^i)t worjc, he afforded me great 
encouragement. ,0 my Gpd, bless \\\e$e feeble 
attempt§^ anx} then they .i^bf^ll not bfi ip vnin. 
My Gqd g^y.e me aUo to taste pf hi^ Joye, at 
di^f^ent places of worship pn the road ; in secret 
j^pd social pr^y^r, aj^ in frequent couyera^tion 
with bis popple. Lord, tho\i art good, though 
I Kmi unK¥oi^hy. Tbi3 wec^ pitf^, aince I came 
hpme, the Lord has increi^ed my l<vve to him- 
^If, my MHBfoTt a«d lib^ly in secret prayer ; 
and hfis given me to fi^el Qhirist unspeakably 
pr^ciqv^, sUogeth^r Ipv^ly. My b^rt hw g««e 
Q^t j^i^ch aft^v him ; my CMtb b§s been a^iig 
in, him i ^4 |iiy view« cjle^r of hm : %t ibe ataie 
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time, I had a pungent sense of my nnnrorthiness^ 
unfruitfulnes^, and want of gratitude. This 
would have greatly depressed me, if the Lord 
had not been so gracious ; but he drew my heart 
to himself^ abstracted it from created objects, 
and made me partake of a Supreme good. 

——31. This evening, under a sermon on 
Abraham's offering up Isaac^"^ Jestrs drew nigh, 
and povrerfuUy manifested J|jg prince by faith. 
Satan {Attempted to reasouvjnte out of Mw, by 
endeavouring to persuade me to impute it to a 
feverish imagination, but he did not prevail. 
What an enemy is he to the comforts of faith, 
to simple believing. When the soul gives way 
in any measure to his subtle arts, it is amazing 
how soon it darkens the mind, and obscures the 
brightest manifestations of Divine love. Lord, 
ever give me that strength of faith, which will 
bring cloudless demonstration that it ceiaes from 
above, and may it at all times work by love. 
Felt often to-day strongly tempted to evfl tem- 
- pers, and am not certain that I entirely escaped 
unhurt. O inyGod, give me light to discern 
between temptation and sin. It is only in thy 
light that we can, in certain cases, distinguish 
the one from the other. My heart is srtill^ pained 
with a want pf greater conformity to my Jesus. 
Ilangfor his image to be wholly impressed on 
my soul. O how little do I know of God, or 
myself. How small a degree of his love do I 
possess t 1 pine from day to day for more, but 
still do not l^taab. I long for secret praver, yet 
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often, vffaen ak)n6, 1 do not feel power to wrestle 
for the blessing. I may say, with the poet, 

• * Scarce I begin my sad complaint, 
When all my warmest wishes faint ; 
Hardly I lift my weeping eye, 
IVbeit all my kindling ardours die ; 
Nor bopafiii^or fears, my bosom move, 

November 19?q ^liiMu^;''^er the Toion Sa- 
crament. I wduftFVdSdW the loving-kilidness of 
my God to me oh all the days of this solemn 
ordinance. On Saturday, he gave me much 
time alone in the forenoon with some comfort. 
In the afternoon, he carried me to his house of 
prayer, and it was a time of great refreshing 
from his presence. The subjec^t was a delightful 
one : " How Qhrist communicates his love to 
the believing soul." Though the manner, and 
some of the expressions of the speaker, were 
exceptionable, I was raised above it, and en- * 
joyed sweet communion with God' the Father, 
and God the S(5n. I had no remarkable jcy, no 
rapturous extatic enjoyment ; but a calm serene 
possession of that pieace which passeth under- 
standing 5 a degree of a silent heaven of love, 
better felt than expressed. I saw God by faith, 
and had a distinct view of Jesus as the second 
Person of the ever-blessed Trinity; and enjoyed 
delightful union with him. From this source 
alone, all my blessings, all my spiritual enjoy- 
ments flow. I have generally a peculiarly sweet 
consciousne^is of this important fact, which 
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ws.wers two v^u^ble purposes; it makes Jesus 
UDspeal^^bly pr^jous to me, apd it tends to 
keep me bumble — ^to wean me from self-righte- 
ousness, with its constant attendant self-con- 
fidence. At seven in the eveniogt heard a 
sermon in the cbf^el, on '^Exumune yourselves 
whether ye be in the faith/' Here also the Lord 
shone on his work in n^ sof^t jmd my evidences 
were clear and satisfactoqf.ni ¥# I ^^^ f^^^t of 
late, tempted not to write, or ^peak of fbe^ood* 
ness of the Lord, lest I sl\ould be in a mistake ; 
because I do not feel as if these manifestations 
brought with them a proportionate decree of 
holiness. O Lord, }{ this is frpm satan, give 
me victory over it; if from th^, make me 
certain of it ; and let me be able to act as thou 
wouldst have me : thou knauie^ig I would not 
impose a thing of nought upon myself, peither 
would I deceive others. At nigbt I endeavoured 
solemnly to renew 9iy covenant with Qod, and 
then went to rest as if i^ the arma of Aivine 
love, 

14. The Lord heard my prayer^ gave 

me a m.easi^re of healthy and .enabled . me to 
wait upon him ip (be or^inf^nce of the supper. 
Again he allowed me to eqjioy commm^pn with 
himself and with his dear Son* Not 9i^pbjiofr> 
but in a measure the accompli^bmcMt-of Christ'a 
gracious promisCj John xiv. 23. In mju^ I 
felt very empty, but looking to jCa^t by fajith, 
he shewed where all fulness dwek,'a;|^^ 0ft /(fr 
me. O tbe unsearchable ricl\e» pf Ctwisit ! 
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15. The turt flay bf the fcHSt, ind I 
5cBOW not but the g;reatest. Here, also, the liofd 
dUapfj^ottU^d^iii^ fearsi, rahed me op this motn^ 
ing in a tneasBre of health, and agaia brought 
me -Jtb: bis hoiisev We bad -a tttodt excellent 
^CfmoB'frAmj -^^^^The jpy. of 4lie hovA is yow 
^stoeiigth^f I ndt only heard with composure^ 
litri truly > ttld^ialM-'^vtas mrish me. I felt a holy 
fear of Sin«t4l¥in*1fily Iv^art^ and a dread lest 
I ^haxM lose 'itflftiB^ ^oyed, On coming homey 
tny heart was wai-med With deep iin^iressions of 
Divine love; O that they may prove permanent, 
andxtf k more'transformitig' nature than formerly*. 
O.tbat I ttm^Jbe en&faied osore than ever toglo^ 
Tiff Cbvl,. and adort) hisige^pd. 

— *w4i0; ' Svaee Satvrdfgrlast, I hwe jesijoyed a 
sensible increase of faidi, Idwy joy, and peaoe. 
•Jeias Has^'Mi'sarroutHled me with- his presence 
as wonis- fall ine to 'Express. I have been en - 
abled to beliefe*in him, mieefa more than usual, 
ivitlica •tnmg live^' f ai tfa. I have bad Waller em^ 
^oyment of him, and ekax^d more steadily to 
bian, tnojpunrg,- noon, atid night. Whesil awake 
in Ute night, he Is with me ; and in the morning 
when I look up> I lUti still with Mm. I cannot 
cIotbr.'isn words wiiat I have enjoyed in Obrtst^ 
for soma lime : he is naspealiably preottMis I O 
tbat'blessed Name, it scatters my feius, it warms ' 
aad eftGvtes my hopes. I. dd love my Jesw a 
ljl4k,'Mitnd ardently loag ict love him. 17 we. O 
to te filled widi tiiis' Divine principle* Lord^' 

Vol. J. L 
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L^rd/ lot the wHnedfi ^f thy Messed Spifft 
clearly ascertain lo me what thou hast done for 
mc, that I may give all the gloiy ^ thccj and 
fake all the comfort tboQ ioteDdc$t I sboald, 

29. This day my peace has flowed as a 

deep, mnnin^, and silent river. I have been en- 
hbled, through 4nercy, contincially to r^alwse the 
presence of C^, which broifgbt a «Weet so- 
lemnity upon my spirit'; and Jbic constant cry 
of my heart has been: O Lord, confirm and 
establish tny fioul. I had last night an extra>4 
ordinary dream.* I pfece no sort of coivfidenee 
iti dreams, bnt <ronsider them in general as tht 
wanderings of the imagination, ungoverncd by 

- , - - - -I r - I ■ I I I ■ II ^1 . I l^ r I I . I J ■ I. I I 

* '* Mrs« Carter,^ says the p^et Cowper, in a letter to 
La^y Hesketh, ^* thinks oa the etibject of dreams, as every 
body else does, that is to say, according' to her oivn expe- 
rience. She has bad no extraordinary ones, and^ therefore, 
Accounts them only the tfrdioary operations of her fancy. 
Mine are of a textuBe l^at wiU not auifer me lo ascribe 
them to so iDade<|uate a cause, or to any cavse, but the 
(iperation of an exterior agency;. I bare a mind, my dear, 
'(and to you i will venture to boast of it) as free from su- 
perstition as any man living", neither do I give beed to 
dreams in general as predictive, tlibttgb particular breams 
I lielieve to be so. Souie rery sensible persons, and, I 
iirp^eaei Mrs. Carter ameiig tliem, will ackoowlet^e, tbat 
in old times God spake -by dreams^ but:efirm, with much 
boldness, that be hath since ceased to do -so. If you ask 
them n'hy? Tliiey answ^, because he hiis revealed iiis 
will in the IScripture, and there is no fotigl^ any n'«M tbat 
lie shonld instruct or ad^oniab .4is A»y 4»eains. 1 jpraat 
liiat, with Yespejotte deqtaiies.ftid j^ec^itsi he hath left us 
:p want of Bot)iing ; but faaa he thereby precluded himself 
.iu ai)y of the operations of . bis Providence ? Surely -not. 



season ; . yet. this dfeam s«en>s • ^aroevyjiat rer 
ma^ ksble/ Dariog sjeep-^ 1 su(>f>o^ mysqlf iu 
ft'dei^btfttJ garde^ m^ilitatiftg on Di^iae tlu»gs* 
aud asking of tb<: Lord, tor GouAf ai^' my spid iu 
the blessings he had be»towed> and that he would 
giyG me a« eyidjenoe,. hj? whiioh- 1 raijghl couclude 
uQ the certainty. oMias^ bayii»g. accompUsl^ i^ 
me -hiis gmckito':' |Mroiiii$69> Qii Ippking: u])r t(;> 
the heavens^ t^^^y^^p^psei^ed remarkably c\ear; 
luid seirena*^ Ijmmbdi$tfely> tliere wasseen in the 
ftrmament^ a baU: of fire about tbe Vize of th^ 
foU inooiLi fioam benee \^'»| emtttied ai stroam of 
liquid &wuay isilicb cbtrted dQWo on xne^ with 
»{iecaxliac mdiemco. TbU I was gi¥en to uod?rr 
standi iPssa.&eiBfliieiice of the Holy Spirit, th? 
operation^ of whicb wei^ $Q powfrfal ppoi\ my 
seiil, that tibey^a^naibly alfecte^ my bo4yj aiid I 
stood in amazement at the power and goodn^s* 
of my God. This irepress^atation, duying sleeps 
might no dotxbt be ocscaaiooed by my prayer* 
m^ meditations having run mudi oo the same 



It is perfectly a difTerent consideration ; and the same need 
there was of his interference in this way, there is- still an4 
ever mast be, while man continues blind and faltible, and 
(k creatuije beset with dangers, which he can n^i^her foresei^ 
Bor deviate. His operations, however, of this kind are^ I 
a^low very rare." 

Hayley's Life of Cowper, 7d edit, 4to. Vol I. p. 239. 
For an able disquisition on the interesting phenomena of 
dreaming, the reader is referred to Professor Stewart's 
Elements of the Philosophy (f the human Mind, part 1. 
chap. V, § 6. 

L3 
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subjects before I went to rest. 1 leave it witk 
the Lord, and would only pray, thai I may feel 
the operations of his Spirit as powerful upon my 
soul when awake, as I supposed I did when 
asleep. 

30. To-day has been ranch as yesterday ; 

if any thing difTevent, my soul is more confirmed 
in the belief of what the Lord bath done forme, 
though my sensible comfort has not been quiteso 
great. A Divine calm has overs-pread my soul, 
and a secret testimony in my heart seems to say, 
thsit the Lord has in a small measure accom* 
plished in me his promises. But this must be 
much stronger, and the fruit of the Spirit much 
more abundant^^ before I can be satisfied. In 
the evening, I heard a sermon from> ** Said I 
not uiato thee, if thou wouldest believe, thou 
shouldesf see the glory of God^" The text 
forcibly struck me, and the whole sermon proved 
solid and substantial food to my soul. 

81. A day in which my God made more 

of his goodness to pai»s before me, than I atu 
able, to convey a proper idea of, either by speak- 
ing or writing. It is better felt than expressed. 
I enjoyed a stronger sense than ever of the 
witness of God's Spirit. While in the church, 
Jesus appeared clear to the eye of faith, as the 
King in his beauty ; and God the Father seemed 
to bind Diy heart to himself in a degree I had 
.ijot formerly experienced, and in a manner I 
cannot express. I felt dwelling in the secret 
place of the Most High. My mind was kept in 
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gerfect peace, and sweetly solemnized with holy 
awe, because so surrounded with, and so im- 
mediately in, the presence of. Jehovah. O my 
God, what shall I say unto tbee ? i am lost in 
wonder^ love,, and praise ! O confirm my soul I 
keep nie^humble, and let the great deeps of 
redeeminjg love be mbre than ever broken up iu 
mysouL- 



me.^ 



Diary continued* 



Januai^^S. The last year ended on Sunday 
night ; which I endeavoured to spend with God 
Jn prayer, and in recalling the blessings he had 
bestowed upon xnein the course of it. I found 
abundant cause both for gratitude and humi- 
liation. Many were the severe distresses, both 
of body and mind, under which he had sup^ 
jiorted nie, and from which he had graciously 
delhered me. O how richly, how bountifully^ 
has he dealt with my soul ] I cannot express all 
his goodness since November last. He has been 
L 4 
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which rel^e to the pFo»perit}r of mysmi; and 
he mil aatnredly perfect wbttti reai^ioetk to 
be ' done* Lord, make me luore grale&l^. and 
more humble. Let not Ibe foot of i^ubritcial 
pride comie tigmosi me« In the beginaiiig of 
this jemTy I most solemnljr andcheedbU;; devoted 
myself^ with all I have, and am, or ever slmll 
have, to the Lord. I trust this was done in his 
own strength, and in the name of his beloved 
Son : and I as^ed* maay, favours which I hope 
he will not withhold. May I more than ever find 
him as a wall of fire around me, and the glory 
in the midst ; that I may be preserved from my 
foes. I am very weak^but O that I may be 
enabled to glorify him in soul, and body, md 
outward estate ; and so enjoy him, that not one 
intervening cloud may ever obscure my path j» 
but light, unsullied light,, always shine on me. 
^^ He that foUoweth oae^'* says the Saviour, 
*^ shall not walk in darkness.** 

, 4 15. I have had many precious visit* fram 

above latqly, but 1 have also had maay sevem 
iBUiard conAicts ; at tia>es, I felt as if in.aii a^ayi, 
astonislied and so^re amazed. I was in hopeei 
these severe trials were at an end, at least for ik 
season, a»d that I should enjoy pe&ce in all my 
borders; but U appears I must still fight oo« 
Lord, tboii seest what need I have to be more 
than ever clothed with the Divine armour. Let 
me not turn back in the day of battle, but grant 
me 
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'* A ptttient, a victorious mipd, 
That life and all things casts behind^ 
Springs forth obeilient to thy call ; 
An heart, which no desire can move. 
But still to Ifdore, beli€vc, and love ; 
Give nie my Lord, niy life, nay all." 

What has, and dees stiJI add to my present un- 
easiness, is a degree of "uncertainty respecting 
the true state of my soul. I dare n6t denyj dr 
call in question^ what the Lord has lately done 
for nie, iu reference to the blessing of entire de- 
votion I and yet through the force of temptation, 
!• cannot find that satisfactory evidence, from the 
witness and fruits of the Spirit, which I know 
to be the privilege of God's people :r-*nat that 1 
entertain any doubt of my acceptance in the 
Beloved; but I want to be more clear, as it 
respects the grace of sanctification. Lord, stand 
by me in fierce temptation's hour, and make me 
faithful. Keep me from grieving thy Spirit ; 
and when this stoma is past> may I experience 
more deep and lasting communion with thee. . 

16. My God. has looked upon my distress, 

and rebuked the enemy. I now: enjoy d^lightfu^ 
fellowship with Ihe Ffither and the Son ;-^a holy 
serenity of mind — a Divine tranquiUity of soul. 
Forbid it. Lord;. that I should ever sink from this ; 
O let it continually increase. I have indeed beei^ 
made deeply sensiblt;, .within these Itvst few days,^ 
that I have nothing, * and am nothing,, but' what 
God makes nie> and gives to me : I felt stripge^- 
^f/everj;^. thing, )mt a power to cpnfide, by naked 
L 5 
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faith, in the promises of a faithful God. I fought, 
and feareid, till I seemed to sink Uowa into a 
degree of stupidity and indifference. This was 
very alarming to me, who hut a few days before 
enjoyed communion with the Father of Mercies^ 

what is man ! How unstable ! — Was this great 
transition Caused by sin ? or, was it the effect of 
sore temptation, permitted and sent, to try and 
prove mc, and by that means ta fix me in a 
more permanent possession of the blessings be- 
stowed ?' Lord, give me to know this, if it be 
thy will : in thy light may I ever be able to dis- 
tinguish between temptation and sin. O let me 
now walk m®re humbly with thee than ever: may 

1 watch continually, and every moment prove,, 
that T/iou art love: 

'^ Lote excludes the selfish passion^ 
LoYe destroys the carnal mind, 

Love is here my full salvation^ 
Lo^e to tliee and all mankind." 

O my God, fill me with this Divine principle r 
permit me to launch far out into the depths of 
this unfathomable ocean, which neither knows 
bottom nor shore. 

— -. 26. Waked unwell in body, but O my 
God has been good to my soul. I have enjoyed 
«weet inward rest, a sinking into God. I have 
felt the gracious influences ©f his Spirit visiting 
my soul, and I would fain hope increasing the 
fruits of the Spirit in me^ My heart seemed; 
Hke a garden, kid open to the vivifying arid me- 
fioriBiting beaais ef the sun. ^Txat the' Lord has 
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recBtitly given, I find can only be retained by 
constantly living by fa[ith; by constant watch- 
fulness^ and constant prayer. Lord, keep me 
thus employed. But after all, it is only thy 
Almighty power that can preserve me : these are 
only the means appointed by thee. O my God, 
make mis more grateful, more- active <iu thy 
cause, and more passive toothy wftlX 

r 27. Stili the tender mercies of my God 

triumph over all : my nnworthiness. This also 
has been a day of sweet resting in God. 1 cannot 
easily express> what I liave enjpyedv It was not 
a spring tide of senaiUe comfort and strong joy ; 
but an onutterable* sweet'^-peaoe, and solid com- 
munion with th& Father and&)n; and this as ; 
nuich.when with others as whctt< alone. My 
views of Jesus, as the. King, in Ws beauty, have 
been so clear, as i cannot clothe in language; I 
have been enabled -also to confess him before 
men, which is surely my great honour. O how 
shall I sufficiently praise my God andSavionrl 
I felt it easy to-day to take up my cross. Q the 
powerfal influence of Divine love-i» the*rdigiou8 
life. O Ldrd> left all my j)ow€rs be devotion, and 
alt my. passioHS'iove* 

E^ebruary 8. In tfrfe course of these eight days, 
I^have had manifestations of the goodness of my 
' God ^ felt a measure? of •resting in bim^ and awlHHr?* 
gering and thirsting aftei^ more communion with 
hina^. especially in the means of grace. I have 
felt such burning desires after a Caller possession 
of my beloved) Lord as 1 caimot express^ whib^ 
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at the Ume time^ be has felt very nigh unto 
me, I cannot sufficiently pmiae him^ but he 
knows I desire not to breathe bat for bim i and 
to live every moment to him. Yet stai> I have 

^ cause to lament^ that I have so little of the fruit 
of the Spirit. With vehement longings, I breathe 
after a great increase. I -feel reason to gide^-e, I 
am not more active for God, and more faitbfuL 
I have great encouragement to embrace eveiy 
opportunity which occult ;, for my God conde- 
scends to bless my feeble attempts, both in 

^ writing and speaking to others. I still feel a con-- 
viction of what t'be Lord has lately done for me y 
but, O, it is surely the smaUesi degree of the 
blessing of entire devotion which I experience. 
How far short is it of what I expected. The 
Lord will increase it; but, wh^a I consider^ how 
sensible for months past he has made me of 
an increase of communion with himself — how 
constantly he has permitted me to see Jesus as. 
the King in his beauty i and to feel closer union 
with him, with other outward evidences, I can no 
Icmgcr doubt: all these, cpmbine to convince 
my naturally unbelieving and suspicious heart,, 
that the Lord has, in a measure, certainly -done 
according to bis promise. My business is to hold 
fast whereunto I^ have attained ; and^ tturough 
grace, daily to , increase. Lor^^ help me so 
to do. 

17- O my God, words fail to express 

the sense I feel, of the goodness thou hast made 
to pass before me this day« lu morning- de- 
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Totiei)^, the L^rd felt delightfully liear, and drew 
Qfie near to hioisetf. While dressing, I found it 
good aail cotnfcHtc^e to- meditate on what the 
Lord had done for me. All the forenoon, I was* 
a good deal hurried with outward things, but 
my mind was preserved in peace. Jesus was 
every moment »igh> more conspieuotis to the 
ejfe of faith than eKner. My communion with 
Father and Son was clear, distinct, and comfort- 
able, in a degree which often amazed me, con* 
sidering the many things that were coutinualljr 
occurring to draw ordijive «ie from God. What 
I have enjoyed to-day, has been infinitely more 
than I deserve, or am able to express. I believe 
I have had a measure of tite witness of God's^ 
Spirit;, not only for jastification, (this, through 
mercy, has been allowed me for years,) but>. 
also, for the late increase of grace. Lord, con- 
tinue and increase it, and make me humble, 
watchful, and diligent. 

■ 20.- Wa8> rather htimed this morning,^ 
and yet composed at the same time. The surface 
of the soul is often agitated, when there is. solid 
happiness and peace at the bottom. In the after- 
noon and eveningjK my soul was more comfort- 
able, and the witness of the Spirit was still 
stronger for the last increase. At night, wem 
powerfully drawn to prayer with a Christian 
friend ; and while engaged in it, I felt what L 
cannot describe^ such an amazing atrength of 
faith as I had not before experienced. I seemed to 
have pow«rwitiiGod> and to prevail. It was as if 
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. by the eye Of fiilth, I bad seen God on a fchrbne 
of grace^ bidding me ask what I would^ with a 
promise that it should be given to me. O how I 
endeavoui"ed to improve the opportunity, by 
asking life, spirituai life, for those brought to 
my recollection, acd they were numerous. Tbe 
fervour of ifty spirit seemed too much for my 
body, it was a time never to be forgotten. Lord, 
grant me the petitions I offered up to thee, and 
accept of my grateful acknwvledgments for thy 
rich goodness. 

-— 21. I find myself often tempted to un-* 
watchfulness, and to an improper degree of cheer- 
fulness : 1 want to be more sweetly solemnized. 
In all things I want to walk in the most ex- 
cellent way. . I want a greater equality of temper 
and spirit. Sometimes, I feel a disposition to 
.silence, and I fear this is frequently mistaken r 
— ^somctimes I speak to others with, at lejLst, 
the appearance of displeasure ; — ^sometimes, too 
quickly J and^ — ^sonietimes, I speak too much. I 
wish all these things done away, that in all things . 
I n)ay adorn the gospel. 

26. My God has been very good to ma 

this <Jay. Though much u Ith others, and <^ven 
in a crowd, he gave me sweet peace and holy 
liberty of soul. ' My fears were dlsappoiritedi 
I bad power to realize the presence of the Lord 
by fiiith, and enjoyed holy composure of spbit. 
He gave me frequent opportunities for social 
prayer, which were comfortable. Yet I* geo^* ^ 
rally pepeeive> upon examination afterwanfe^ ( 
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how far I have ooroe short. I then see how I 
might have glorified God more — that conversation 
might have been more profttable — that I should 
have been more deeply serious. Jesus, I fly to 
thy blood: O let me experience more of its 
virtue. Make me more holy, more thaakfu}, 
more faithful, more bumble. In the evening, 
when my visita»ts left me, O with what desire I 
got alone to converse with Gbd^ by prayer and 
meditation, and Jesus felt unspeakably preciouis. 
Truly, I do love hlm> but I pant for power to 
love him more ; to be lost in love ; to know my 
every action, word, and thought spring from 
love. 

'27. This day, also, my God has^ been 

good. Secret prayer was sweet, and my medi- 
tations on Jesus were delightful, in going out 
and coming in, and my views of God clear. The 
Lord sefemed in mercy to be confirming my soul 
in the grace bestowed 5 but still I want strongeip 
evidence, a larger measure of the fruit of the 
Spirit, and a clearer testimony of the witness 
Within ; I hope my spiritual borders will be greatly 
enlarged. Jesus is peculiarly precious to me, my 
heart finds sweet repose in hkii by faith. I see 
him now constantly as the Kii^ in his beauty : 

«^< Insatiate to the spring I fly, 
I drink, and yet ain e?er dry.'' 

Lord; shall I ever be fully satisfied ea this side 
the grave ? O give me more of thyself^ occupy 
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fll 9iSMe i» mo^ stamp ttiy lovely image more 
Culiy op me. 

March 10> Sunday. W^a unwell iu body, but 
felt (kaiWA out.to.priiy for the minister^ and that 
I miight obtain a blessing by bitp^ and of a 
trsitby my God answered my prayer for his own 
Nmhi^'^ sake«. It was a season of refreshing from 
Ih^ presence of the Lord. He manifested him- 
self to me in a wonderful mimAei:. How pre* 
(^QUpdid I feel Ghrist!. How gtoriously he ap- 
p^a^ed to the eye of my faith! I caimot ex- 
press what I felt* I could scarcely refrain from 
lipeakiug out. O my Jesus, what a vast unfa^ 
thomable ocean of unexhausted love art thou ! 
What a ho^rt^reyiving prospect bad I to-day of 
living for ever with Christ — a happy, an endless- 
eternity. Amazing! Amaziidgl O the depths 
of the richies of redeeming love.— In the evening,. 
I went with enlarged expectation to tlie chapei^ 
and tbere» also, the Lord wa^s gracious to me. I 
enjoyed a Divine composure, a heavenly serenity 
of sioul,. whUe my communion was with the 
Father and the Son» Truly God is good to Israel, . 

— 13, The Lord in great mercy is enabling 
me, thiiQUgh the kind assistance of others, to 
supply the wants of hi^ popr children more iban 
ever. Fi-orii particular causes, I have it not in 
my power to give so much of my own money 
as I could wish ; and he inclines others to give 
me of their substance f^r the poor. He ki^pws 
what a delightful employment this is to me. He 

6 ' 



Ibe desire h(^ has gteei^ Q:ik»tM tMy mhMt 
m^ hktkfuh and WM U^' tkft) di«p<Mt of sneb 

flislp?es^d vm. I dvwd> Im»9 wbat tbA Lnrd 
Iia3. bi^Qi^K«^ or ainking^ wto a Uiodtoean apiril^ 

evar QH tih Hr^ah /m OMj^ fxreaaing oa^on^ 
UwaUy . Qi ve awer l^rd^ the dfsif e of mjitf lieiot* 
I aeed a otore wsatobfiil apirit, £ greater stteiioB 
of spiritj^ a loptft QonilMit attoAtioB to an ia^ 
dw^J9S Qoti, These t^^o days, I hare fidtM if 
too wiwari^ Lord^ deifen tby voirk m mf 
bearu O remambef. tby prettma promlier 
'< that thy Spirit shall be m Wn^ aa H veU of 
water, fii^offOig ipp imto etevQ^ Ufe/' At 
nigbt, faqod ^bn^tiaii eoaveraatioii 9»^: sp^M 
prayer very delightful a^id profitable 1 t^bi^diSt 
fused a b<^avenlyaecu»atm through m^.aw S^t 
J oaniKH rest here* O my God,, draw xny heart 
more closei^y to thy^elf^ apd poasess my whole 
aouL. 

April 10. Spent nmk tim^ iiv the tdnmm 
with a Christian friead,. and fouod it truly sweet 
to «^ak of Jeaiis, that delightful aouree of all 
my 8a€i!ed joy* Ju&t after,, umted, for some 
time, in soeial prayer with the same person^ 
when. I ei\joyed a season not to be forgetleA^ 
heaven seemed let down to earth. The sight of 
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heairetiTy objects was oo' clear to ^the eye of my ' 
mind, that faith seemed lost in sight. Jesus was 
more intimately nigh than I can possibly express;, 
and while I wrestled in prayer for blessings to 
my own sottl aod others^ bodily strength seemed 
to fail, through the ardour of my spirit. I even 
hubentedthe weakness of mybedy> which would 
not admit of my spending the whole night iii 
prayer. When I got alone, immecyately after, i 
went again to a thpone- of grace, and lelt much 
the same. Cktot gratilude,, and more power to 
improve these precious seasons. But-Jn the 
midst of my happiness-, satan was- at hand, ait* 
(evnpting'to mix mywine witti^ water>L by sug- 
gesting, ^^ surdy some dreadful triaK is at band, . 
mad your joy then will soon beat an end.'' I 
bad so often experienced this to be the ca^ for-> 
merly; that I did fear it. 

■ '22> ^Through mercy this has-bted a good 
day $ ' I was carried above all^ I both feared and 
felt, while hearing: a sermcm from,. ''^ All* are 
yourS) and ye are Chris's, andChrist is God's.'^ 
TOMlnotexpi^esS'What a precious time4 had; On 
Coming.out of the chu£cb, I desired to be dis- 
solved and to be with Christ I could with -ease 
have^ bid a <illa^adieO' to all belowi Immediately 
after, enjf^ed muck Christian conversation. In 
the afternoon, had a- call to speak for God, 
which I felt a cross,, but'took it np, and truly it 
was- made a season of' love. The Lord Jesu» 
drew very near as the altogethei* lovely. 



BAKCV^ LADY MAXW£LL» S0& 

" How sireet aiid awftii !■ the place^ . 
With Christ -iw^in the. door»; . 
Mlii}9 evi^rbistin^ loye 4t8pligr». 
Th« choicest of her stores.'^ 

24. I have been mercifully flavoured with 

many opportunities of profiting abroad and at 
home. Spent mtich time in visiting the sick, 
and foundi it good to be so employed. My soul 
was animated and elevated while speaking of the 
things of God. I felt, that if I had had a thousand 
hearts^ I would have given them all to him ; that 
if I had been empress of the world, I would have 
esteemed it my highest honour, and richest privi- 
lege, to have devoted all to God. This spirit and 
temper prevailed powerfiilly in my heart, when 
I was informed a certaifi person had said; ^'Had 
they been Ltidy Maxvvell, they could not have 
given their hearts so soon to God.^' , Out of the 
abundance of my heart my mouth spake : " O 
my God, it is owing to thy /ree, rick^ and aver- 
ftmoing grace, that ever I was inclined, or enabled, 
in any measure, to give my heart to thee.*\ Q 
possess it whole, and leit it evermore glow with 
love to thee ; may even my face shine with tfiy 
image. Make me steady ; fixed upon the rock . 
of ages. May I prove invincible to all the power 
and malice of my enemies ; and to thee un-^ 
divided glory shall be ascribed.' 

May 16. I have been for some time very 
unwell in body, but the Lord has been very 
gracious to my soul. For several days I have 
been attempting to know the will of God con- 
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for the benegt^ol my bmli^ Wbik meditating 
and praying on tliia 9m\geciffihe^Mii&mng Scrip- 
tures were bLX)ugbt to my mcoUection^ with 
sem^rkable powes and a^^^tsiess^ ^^And (he 
cbiW(i;^n,<^f .Xira^ t<?ok. the^r j^mrnies out of the 
^4^rj9.e^s.Qf Sia^ ^ apd. th^ ^lond rested io the 
i»rvl4ejca«s8 oi P^8^^. 4ad( tl^^. iSi^ look their 
joqmey^ according to the OQii0La;ui?dw^ of the 
Wrd bj t^ja baud ofiMose*/;*— ^f B^l^. I s^ 
aA augpl befpife ttiee^ tp. Ic^ thee in, |he way,. 
RQd tp bviug tl^^ into, th^ j4a^^ w^ich I bfve 
pirepaM.f't FcecuHi% i^ftcdai A^9 • " Audi 
will biriug tt^ blijo^J:^^ ^ w^X^ \sftrjtc^.tiljex;kft^]wf 
fWtif J. I wiULkad theo^ i^ p^tji^ th^J; t^^hlMr^ eot, 
koown : I wUl m^ke dar]^e$s light b^fcH-e thejpay 
d^ud ccx^ok^d tAiing^ str^igW These things will 
1 4o to tb^m^Aud ^ipt^fprsaVq thf npu'/$ From tjie 
^timatioQs^ of I)^ini9 Proyj^epce al&o^I xe^t 
satirfi^ that k. is. the bga^'i^ wiU I sbpUi^ 'go>,aad 
1 leave &e ii^ue <3tf i^ wit^ God. 

May 84, Irfaft Edinburgh, and went to Bl^ck-^ 
liheiyis. Whfti a pre;cious time. ! My C^d was 
UUto nat^ ^ a pl^ce of broad rivers the wh^ole of 
the W4y.i My communion with him and his dear 
Sou. was unspeakably deUghifuL Embraced, the 
epportunities tha,t oflfered for the sipiritual good 
of others. This, J; always find, brings an addfc- 
tipiipJ degreve. of stre<)gth>tQ my, aoi|L 

* Nuajbrtrs ». 12, 13. f Bxodus xxiii. 2a. 



-*~-25i Sel'owe this moniti^ for 5La«iief, find 
'^Ined there. X^ftiesshig things bappetied on the 
road, Wl my mldd ^(vns preserved in peace. At 
this plao^ enjoyed moch sweetness in social 
prayer and Christian conversation. In the eren- 
iog, cante to Kdso, mufch fafigtred. Had mtich 
profiiableconversation by the way, and felt potrer 
to realize the presenile of God, andllad eonafort 
in prayer, secrfei and social. 

May 26* jBR?/.s«, i9im^ay. -Corffined to bed all 
day with indisposition^ and unable to fix my mmd 
on Divine subjects ; btit yet m^ God was With 
toe. In the afternoon ttoe Lord dmv liear, 
lessened my afSfction, and Increased my comfort. 

27. Left Keldo, after attempting to do 

some gfood, and* dinged at a half-way house. Ponttd 
it profitable to speak of the works of God by the 
way. My communion was sensibly with the 
Father and Son. Wsagreeable accidents hgaln 
occnrrftd,btrt we wereiireaerved, man andl)east, 
tinrd all fear respecting myself was prevented. 
How good Is God:i In the evening reat-hed 
Wooller. Pound it very comfortable by the way 
4n meditation, conversation, and In atteimpting i6 
do good to some we met with btt the Wad. OA 
coming to this place, having a Ctergyman With 
us, we went to the Dissenting meeting-housei 
where be gave us a* good sennon^ I cannot -ex:-* 
press how precious Jesus was to my soul f how 
clear td the eye of toy faith I It was a time to be 
remembered. • Quickly after, satan was permitted 
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io sift me with his teinjitotioos and Qery daris : 
hut all is well whea God is thercw ' . 

28. Left WooUer this nioraiog* AtMoor* 

House the Lord made .much of bis goodaesa pass 
before me, especially in social prayer. Lwgaage 
fails to express what was enjoyed by myself and 
those who united with me. Mai^y opportunities 
were embraced^ by myself and fellow travellers, 
to do good in various ways ; not^ I hope^ in vain, 

for a heart to prais^ my Qod ! a|id tp reo^m- 
her and improve his goodness. In the evening 
reached Morpeth, under a sweet gale of heavenly 
influences. My heart burned within 'n>e while I 
spoke of the heights and depths of Divine Love : 
such an inexpressible sweetness diffused itself 
through my soul, that I cannot convey an adequate 
idea of it to another. God the Father seemed 
as a pillar of cloud, shining bright by the way ; 
and Jesus felt as if surrounding me with tender- 
ness and love. My meditations on both were 
inexpressibly comfortable* On coming to Morpeth 
late in the evening, many difficulties occurred : 
also precious opportunities of attempting spiritnal 
good to others, which were cheerfully embraced ^ 

1 trust not in vain* 

29. Left Morpeth this morning, much 

comforted with the thoughts that good had been 
done, and that the Lord had. sent us to that house, 
against our oivn inclination, for this x'cry purpose. 
We were do sooner ;on the road, than dangers . 
and difiiculties surrounded u&. I was wonder* 



BARCT^ LADV MAXWBLL. 889 

fijl1y^tcei%lheeed to bear^bcm 'withcoBbposare^ 
and to assist . others ^ and. we were graoioosly 
delivered.' I was ted much out in prag^r to be 
ma^e failbfui to Qod^ and was very siensible of 
thed^ferofbek^uafaiOifiiL Ifeltasifmoidded 
into the Will of God. . Reached Newcastle at two 
o'clock. Spa&t» rqpeatedlyy sooae time m prayer 
concerning wbatlfeared, abd' then left all to. God. 
i must ree<K'd4tt» tbie honoiju* of his goodness 
and mer<7, ha heard and quickly answered me ; 
and, to my great ftstonishment, did moi^ethiih I 
couM have expected. 'O how good is God ! Still 
difficuliies were in our wt^, and still, tUrough 
mercy, wit^ overcadie. them« 'la^beoi^ning wc 
reached Durham, after seeing the 'Wtttcbful core 
of God ki vour jivesenretion ; and here we have 
:• st»d till now, the 30th. Lady Glenorchy bas been 
^very Ul, and i have beeB'^imcb indisposed. Much 
i>{^ the faithfuliif^ of 'God I liare etperience4 
since I came bere. Social and secret pm^er has 
been much blessed. ^Undef* many discourage- 
ments, several opportunities have been embraced 
for Ibe spiritual good of others, both saints and 
sinners. Foiiow them vriAh-thy* blessing, 0<5od ! 
and make me bwmble, ««id garatjeful : .<3Qntlnue 
thy goodness, and in. much greater abuiidaw^-. 

;..rr-H 30. Set oui^his mornii^ from Pucbam. 
My joys kiid not abound by the way, but my faith 
remained the same. Lady G— continued wfeak 
imd unwell. At mid-day relu;hed Harrow-oii- 
th^-HtU: bete her iltaess increased, and for. the 
first time, 1 felt ufleasy about her. . I went ^ue^ 
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«nd eoidMroitred to ety^to taid^ yUti^^hAf he 
filled mc Avitb ^omfo»U I «0«w dtiib^MfcT^ sticli 
intkuate isnioo, aiMb i*c»qpf e^te4i^gfad^tf^e^ 
I felt HnkiHi; itito 4viiD» eWe^Mn p it ^ l wid ^r 
joiicneyy aoMl idl tny iamltety imii^gooi^ Tlfmogh 
mef(^ and v^iib tcomfort, vh( reMUV^M^Htig^ 
ton at ]Rgiit« H«t«e, as fa> 6wrf plMd^ HMff^hbig 
TVaaratteti^ptedfor<jod. Asoii^DppoCiytiitjr'tras 
f mbraeed, 4uioCher oiibred. 9^ to Ite taitMal I 
Many letii[rt:aticms to; im^^adbnoe^Mid tdli{)lea9are 
with othercs were <$i||»l'lDt inyM^aiy^ but tbrotrgh 
mercy my mirtd was k^tin-fieace, Tfceir effect^ 
I found, was tbig ; they madc-m^lMt^aii^ more 
to cease from man^ ai>d to dljo^ oloser to God^ 
I fcit atim^cikrted to, <!K»itfess Mm in ^vMkc, tetltog 
eveiy other coiiii^mtion4Ul to the giro«iid. This 
always brings com font and «trefi|^b^ 

Jobo ]. Left Dat4iiig«6t) tb» momings «od 
aboftt mid-day reached ^NorAeUettooi > Here { 
eajoyed a, |»rofitable t^m In reading tbe Scrip*- 
tares to l^idy Gh-^ Iti' ap^kkig from thtm, and 
in social prc^'er. Attet ^DiDeir, vvhe» with others, 
my mouth was nwmd^rfulty oipened /to speak'of 
the Mysteiy of >f^eeming lo^e, and tbegreai 
priTileges of Ctaftsfiaiifs. In the evemtg^ we 
arrrif^d at Bowughbridge, aCter enjoying delight- 
fnl meditation and conrersatioo on the rdad; iipre 
I^ spent much time in a^driH a^d'socM prayer, 
and found it 'food to baso-amptoyed* About 
nine o'dock at night,, th^agb inercy, reached 
Kdntesbot^ugh^ trniisuaUy . fatigued i»body ;. tat 
the Lord was good to ^ aotil. O* Wbntia wtek 
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hare lengon^of DiTinecomforte ! of communioa 
and fdloirship with God I How constantly have 
I been perooitted to see the King^ even Jesus^ in 
hk bcMljf^ O for a grateful heart t 

JmM 2. Sonday. My joys have been sensibly 
i^tod tcHday. I thought I saw the cause, and 
my Iiearl was pained within me : I could neither 
enjoy perscms nor things. I feared sinking from 
God, and die thought distressed me. I attempted 
to confesB God before men, but my own soul was , 
languid. O to be faithful ! 

— — 7* This morning we left Knaresborough, 
and ineacbed York for dinner. Found power, by 
the way, to speak upon the word of God, and 
light seemed to shine upon it. While ut this 
place, even when with others, I enjoyed inex- 
pres^ble comfort in my soul ; delightful inward 
liberty. God was with me of a truth ! At night, 
wad severely tried, and felt keenly. 

-•-— 8. Visited the sick, and those devoted to 
God, and came to Tadcaster, where we dined. 
Here Jehovah thundered with his mighty voice, 
and lightnings flashed around with awful gran- 
deur, but I could say, through mercy, 

" This awful God is ours. 
Our Father and our loTe»" 

He everted his power, and manifested his good- 
mess, in sparing the lives of those who trusted in 
him. When the storm abated, I enjoyed much 
sweetness and liberty at a throne of grace> with 
my domfNimons. At night> came to Leeds^ much 
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lired : We had faiQch profiiaMe CoieverMkkk <m 
tfae road^ and I enjoyed bomfbrt m taf novil. 

— **^ 9^ Sunday. When I drbse in tfce oaord- 
ing, my God and Sarionr was af ifiy right hmd. 
In secret prayer I had nearness of access; Foiftid 
it good to be in tlie house of God, morfang^ after"- 
noon, and night ; and social prayer was^ as wtial^' 
deMghtfui. . ' 

«-«~- 10. Still my fdlowship is witii God^ and 
with his dear Son* Whenever I haV^ been^ be 
has given me power to realise his presence, and 
to enjoy his love : persons, tbingis^ and places 
have led me up to hkn. We viewed the Ihfinntiry 
and Cloth-Hall^ at Leeds j and the Moravian 
Establishment^ at P^tsey. I was keenly tried, 
and much pained at the latter place : I dso feared 
I had not acted and spoken as I should have done ; 
this added to my sorrow. I asked of the Lord 
power and opportunity to do what I well knew 
was his will in the present c^tse^ and he^ iti ff»epcy, 
granted both^ which satisfied me. At nig^t we 
came to Halifax, very late, and much fetigaed. 
Here also trials awaited me ; my body was 
afflicted, and my. tierves and spiriis wisak, tmt 
still my God was good. 

11. This morning my indisposition w?^ 

removed, and I enjoyed repeated opportunities 
of profiting, both in public and privl^e, whicff 
Were not in vain. Had comfort in my soul, and 
(cfmi converds^ion on Divine subjecta, atid social 
prayer, truly profitable. 
.. .^u.^12. . Felt triecjl with many iMitowifd cir« 



qilBMtam^s^ 9194; kaew oot hew lo «et; but. 
sinairiy/rQqueated of \G0dW direct into hh wilL 
TbfJ lior.di ip .i»«i?cy, beard my prayer, disap- 
p(a«tiedj«(^ feftre> ai3id grcs^fly exceeded my ex- 
pectntipndf IiiL the morninj; weiatt to Hickman- 
white^ wh^e we spjent three hourg :ki Ibe house 
(^ God^ axid Jheardiwo good $ermOQB b/.(!i£^ent 
ministers* . I fbund. lit a delightful tim^: Chri^ 
w«3 umpef^^ly precious^ and ^le^r to the eye 
of faith; bq shone with increasing brightness to. 
my sou]^ a^d through the day gave me power to 
spe^k olOJiely to others on experimental religion. 
At night easfie to Rochdale, happy in my mind. 

•— — 13» Unwell in body,, and uneasy, fearing 
I had giriered the Siurit of God, Wh&t a mercy 
to have, time fountaia ever open. This morning 
came to Manchester. By the w^y, my heart was 
melted with a sense of the goodness of God, 
oompared with my own nnworthiness, and was. 
amazed at his mercy.and tenderness towards me. 
Was mu(di la company while in this place, yet 
had power in the midst of it to enjoy God, and 
to act fol: him.. My soul pants to live more to 
himf to be more holy in heart and life. Came to 
Bolton at night. 

«-*>^^ 14. &\)oyeda delightful time in morning 
devotion.: my faith was strong; a iovmg con- 
fidenoe in my God prevailed in my heart. Here^ 
also, endeavoured to be usefbl to the souls of my 
feUow-creattttes. Dined at Chorley. Felt power 
te speak for God by the way, and by faith iMdidd 
God the iE^tberi eind God the Son. The|«gK '^ 
M2 
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ffcat • tenddrtacSd^ ^iietrs me ivbat I y^ ^ laek^ 
what is amiss, and ako enaU^s me to iery for a 
ftupply, and then gradousl^ bestow^ it. Ldrd^ 
thy goodness is unsearchable ! O makejne grate* 
ful, make me faithful, make me fmitful, for thy 
Name's sake ! — Came to Prest<>n at o^bt. 

15. Dined at Gargtang. Temptation was 

strong : I looked to the Lord,' and endeavoured 
to stay my mind on God. He weims n^ more aod 
more from created good, and' sh^urs me that He 
only is truly good. Lord, I belieVe It. Came to 
Lancaster at night ; was unwell in body, but com- 
foFtable in soul, and temptations ivere abated. 

» 16. Sunday. Remained' at Home aU^ay 

through indisposition. Had m^ch profitable con- 
tersation on the tbipgs of God, but 4iot much 
joy. . ' . 

' -^ — l/- This morning my failh wias strong, 
and my views clear, but sufifere4 a degrfee of 
heaviness through manifold lemptaittens* O that 
iii all J may glorify God I Came^tb Kendal at 
Right : '^vas very comfortable here 5 Christian 
conversation was profitable, and- bocial prayer 
.^weet.- Embraced the oppoiii|uities which W€re 
presented for benefiting others. • 
; — — 18. Came to Penrith, iiere had n good 
deal of conversation with tlie landlady on the 
suligect of religion,' and gave her >|ome serious 
books. ' '' . » _ 

• .-ia4-^la Dined at Carlisle. Had power to 
ootivi^fs^'bii the things of God, but was unwell m 
bbdi^« '4i^e enjoyed repeated opportunities for 
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social an^sedcet prayerwv FavmJoLihe worehip.of 
God delightful, especiaVatthe Gatbesdri*!, duriuj^ 
&ie afteraoo» service.-: I Mtyihi: ppesence df 
.Jehovah,; and; made; a soleirin: ai^d: unreserved 
surrender of myself to God, and. found it vei^jr 
delightfal. ; Tlik I repeated at. the inn^ Came to 
Larigtbwn at liight. By the 'way, the Beloved of 
my soul "WAS: eicceedingly precious. , ; 7 

-r — 20. Dined at Langholojw On the road 
enjoydd the presence, of God,' tvith,dear views of 
Divine objects, b^t felt an unusu^ incapacity, 
or rathier want of inclination^ tq (converse on 
even my favourite topics^ Enjoyed much time 
for prayer, with ^n increase 1 of potver to afisidt 
others. C«w«»^^-w^^nk 4t nighl^ and still the 
Lord was good. . . ? 

——21.. Set out. this morning veiy early, 
indisposediin body, but better in soul. Found k 
good (to speak on the things oi God, and to read 
♦Ilia word, i Breakfasted at Selkirk. Felt pained 
on leaving this place, that I had not attempted to 
rdo more for God. . Dined at Bankhouse. By the 
way, the:Lord preserved me in time of danger; 
but I felt grieved-, * fearing I had not acted as I 
ought to have done. O how narrow is the way 
of entire .devotion ! What constant wat^^hfol- 
ness' Is nicessary ! At Bankhouse my rao^th 
was opened td speak for God 5 my hands were 
strengthened,: and my heart comforted. In the 
evening came lo Dalkeith; stopped a few minutes^ 
but heard mefeinjcholy tidii^s, which obliged us, 
though late, to go on to Edinburgh* Tbrdugh 
M3 
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mercy my mind wais very comfortaUe^ and my 
God brought me t» my habitation in poace^ after 
having experienced much of his goodbieas. Be 
^ had aUo preserved my family daring my absence. 
How great is his feiflifiilne8s«^ 

July 27, I have for many weeks experienced 
much of the goodness of the Lord.' I have 
wrestled much with God j my fluttering spirit 
has fatigued my breast. Jd»us has drawn me 
sweetly on^ both by the attractions of his beauty, 
and by the invitations of his word. He has been 
unspeakably ptecious to me 5 his name has been 
as oinltment pouied forth ; my meditations on 
him have been tmly sweet 5 he has appeared 
altogether lovelv. ."« ^^^^^uiages me by 
j.i- |/»vvious promises to press forward. The 
foUowmg passage, spoken in reference to his 
Church, has been frequently and pow^erfnlly im- 
pressed OB my mind. Ocight I not to take 
encourag^nent ^nd comfort from it.? ^^The 
Lord thy Ood in the midst of thee is mighty ; he 
will save ; he will rgoice over thee wifli joy; he 
will rest in his lore 5 he will joy over^thee with 



•* Hie Edil^r has hettn imputed ii insert lAie ^hffvi extract, 
vldoh desciibei the nuttidier bx ivbipb her S4sdydup ui.. 
Variably tra¥elled ^ froma hope^ t^M^ther iC^itetiaii traveiUers 
may be stimulate^ by it to foUew sucli an ezeellent example. 
They might ihu^ become tbe honoured instruments of 
.tBcattering tbe seed of l^e on many, hidierto, steiile and un- 
«uhi7ated spots ; and, <^ Instead of 1^ hri^, ttii^ come 
up tbe myrtle tree*" 



DARCT^ LAST fefe4KW£J.L. 24^ 

Btnffli^/'^ FrechvA wonb f What caa we 
4esire more ? ' • 

August 3. My God baa increased my faitb> 
lind Iov«, and desire^ since la^ Sabl>ath» when I 
had an opportunity to partake of the ordinance 
of ^he supper. I experienced ou .that day more 
than I seemed able to enjoy ; - yet not a rapturous 
joy^ but strong Mtix, foU confidence ; and since 
then my spiritual bordets have beea^ in a small 
measure^ enlarged. My feUow^p with the 
Father and Son is more, intimate^ and uninter- 
rupted. I am enabled to realize their presence 
wfaererer I am* My oaedttatio&s aj?e deUgbtfnl, 
my. views dear^ and many, very many opportuni- 
ties are afforded for the spiritual and temporal 
good of others^ with power to embrace thern^ I 
ci^oy an inupease also of (he fruits of the Spirit. 
-—-80. Enjoyed a delightful season while 
m^itftting on Divine things ', on the goodness of 
God to my sonl, and on the love of Jesus. On 
riding out soon after^ I was exposed to dai^er ; 
znd, through the weakness of my nerves, was 
greatly agitated for a few minutes ; but the Father 
of Mercies quieted my fearg;* What a strong 
passion is fear ! how involuntary I How poor 
and weak this mortal frame! To how niany 
painful feelings is the soul, that Divine spg^ 
snbgected, while imprisoned in it, and from which 
no degi^ee of grace cati procure an exemption « 
In the evening, spent much, time in seeking to 
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promote the spiritual benefit of some yx>xmg onea, 
and it was truly a profitable season ; made so by 
the cheering, animating^ delightful presence of 
my God and Saviour. O hov¥ richly does my 
God repay my feeble attempts to glorify him. 
He is not a hard master; he rewards liberally. 

September 10. I enjoyed many privileges to- 
day, but from pain and sickness could not im- 
prove them aa I wished. Yet'my God was good. 
I still fear stopping short, and see clearly my 
works are not perfect. This day met with a 
most unexpected trial. I endeavoured to give it 
up to the Lord, and was preserved in more peace 
than I expected. My God, let thy will be done, 
and may I heartily acquiesce ! O for more holi- 
ness !^In general, I find that every degree of 
increase in the grace of God is preceded by a 
proportionable degree of humiliation and self- 
abasement. What cause have I to be humbled 
in the dust ! I need to pray always ; and yet I 
am not so much as I otight to be in this duty. O 
for a more prevailing spirit of prayer^ and more 
constant watchfulness ! 

.12. The Lord convinces me that I can- 
not retain the measure of grace already given, 
without continually pressing on for more. He 
shews me how much is yet to be done in me, 
but does not permit the sight to depress me.. He^ 
on the contrary, encourages me to seek after, 
and expect, all that holiness which Christ has 
purchased for me. He draws me sweetly on by 
the consQrations of his Spirit;^ and by the words. 



lote in ther^fpf trial and das^ger*, > p)^.^w jgrjes^ 
a prirUcf e3i;sr: it p^ hfive a God to gp tP ii} ^^^sod^s 
of necessitj^ii . >> . • 

October 3* f \t has been a season of «evere trial 
$inc^ this day w^k« 1 have noX beei|i so much 
alive to QQd, :npi' eujoyed power .to ,wr(}stle. in 
prayer, neither, that degree of delightful ipjter-. 
course with my, heavenly Father. I bave^ beeii 
restless and uneasy, though perhaps ^not enough 
sp. I have gQne. from reading to prayer, from 
prayer to reading, and from that tq nij^fiitating^ 
but still Qo^ld not find what I sougl^t — dut^tuate 
communion with God.- I canpot perceive, -aiur 
particular cause for this change. Faith discovered 
God the Father ; I still saw Jesus as the. King [n 
his beauty^ and, still I could believe and plead the 
promises 5 but I did not fed 3uch^ a degree of 
spiritual life, npr so much comfoirt-^ as usiial^ 
and my spirit was grieved. Sureljf thq lior^ has 
some wise end itt view by this severe dia^f psa-. 
tioh. O that it may be fully eifecled . Ia me ! , I 
fear lest I should have grieved the Holy ^firit, 
and tbu§ brought it oi^ myselC Givq me,.X<o;'d, 
to see this, if it is so. I have feUvefy definitive 
in watchfulness 5 but alas !• wlxat can.wc.dQ ]^ly^ii 
the Lord eeems at a distance. ., He is.otjr.:pnly 
proper spring of every degree of, spirit uaLobe- 
dieBce : lall our \vell'springs of life^re in him.. ; 
---~ 6. Nature was conquered* this, mo/uingji 
and my heart wa^ comforted in secr^t,^ ;I ifeU^ 
gi-e at e r de greeof sniritual life. JnthefQi'enoon^ 
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it Chorcih^ ^lijdyed a settse of tiwl^^ 
Jesus appeared Icrrely to fbe eye of fintib^ O the 
J)ower of Divine love ! My QaA, f^ mp every 
moment to experieqce its utmost power> its trantk 
forming efficacy. O to 'be lost in lore! — I have 
been sensible to>day of a greater dwtracUon of 
beart from the things of time and sebse^ and a 
proportionate increase of nearness to^heavenly 
objects : the one is^ I believe^ a consequence of 
the other. Ilie Lord teaches me more and more 
the vanity of all below the son. I ieel also^ at 
timesj the fiery darts of satao^ ^vlrich makes 
Christ precious. At present I am very sensible 
of the necessity of keeping near t6 God : it is a 
dangerous time on man^ aceoiints. O lo be able 
to stand steady to the end^ firm as a wall of 
brass, and as an iron pillar strong : unmoved by 
threatening or reward; ^uniformly gMd^ as a 
witness for the truth. Lord, this is my ambition. 
— ^—21. I have this day a fresh proof of the 
f(\ithftilnes8 of the Mxtot High, and of Oe certainty 
.; of the accomplishment of the promises, which I 
wocdd here record to the glory of God, and for 
thecbmfbrt of my soul. Some weeks ago, the 
person who taught my little Cbarity*schoo), was 
taken from me } and this caused me considerable 
perplexity. IhejborA was entreated to provide 
another, if the continuance of the school Would 
be for his gltM-y. My mind was impressed with 
these words : ^ Stand still, and see the Salvation 
of the Lord.*'* This, for a time, retbived my 

♦ Exo4ps;3Bt. IB. 
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fears, but difficulties increasing, they again re- 
turned. I cried to the Lord, and his word again 
came to my relief : " He will fulfil the de&ire of 
them that fear him ; he also will hear their cry, 
and win save them/'* This again calmed my 
mind, and when in prayer one day, in secret, 
pleading with the Lord that he would direct me 
to a proper teacher, there was evidently set before 
my mind a person 1 had never seen, but remem- 
bered having heard years ago, that he taught a 
school. This intimation I kept to myself, and, 
like Mary, pondered upon it, and at the same 
time made all proper inquiries respecting the 
person. Others, well qualified, were repeatedly 
applying for the place, but still 1 thought the 
man thus brought to my recollection would 
certainly be procured. I still, however, pro- 
ceed^ed cautiously, and guarded against an im- 
proper haste. I al$o continued to cry to the 
Lord for direction. After a competent space of 
time, and many inquiries, this very individual 
has engaged this day to teach the school ; and he 
appears well qualified in all things, to my mind, 
that is material; above all, he seems a most 
serious young man, and desirous io glorify God, 
by being useful to immortal souls. I do not 
know how he may turn out, but feel at present 
sweetly satisfied that the L«ord has provided him. 
Wliat prdse is due to a prayer-hearing aud a 
prayer-answering God ! 
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22. Words fail to express what I have 

enjoyed of the goodness of God to-day. Faith 
seemed lost in fruition. My views of the Father 
and the Son appeared to have attained an unusual 
degree of brightness j almost meridian. O what 
an exuberance of goodness have I been per- 
mitted to enjoy t so much so, that my heart 
began to meditate terror. Satan tempted me to 
thinks " surely some great distress is at hand.'* 
Indeed I have often hitherto found, that the Lord, 
before any trial or affliction^ has been uncom- 
monly gracious to me. But why should I antici- 
pate evil ? Teach me. Lord, properly to enjoy 
and improve present mercies. I fear I did not 
improve to the utmost what I have eiyoyed to- 
day. O to feel more of the transforming power 
of grace in my heart and life ! I long to be more 
holy, more like my Jesus, that all my nature may 
shew forth the glories of the Lamb. I want to 
drink deeper into his Spirit; to experience a 
greater oneness with him ; a more intimate union 
with the Source of bliss. O, I would be all divine, 
as far as humanity will permit ; in other words, 
I wish to enjoy all that conformity to my Lord it 
is possible to enjoy while in the body. I am still 
favoured with opportunities of attempting to do 
good to others,, and have much delight in the 
employment., 

November 27* My views of Jesus have been 
clear, my mind flxfed on God : much comforted^ 
with Divine love in conversation and social prayer^ 
More than ever, my God favours me with oppor- 
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tunities of acting for htj»^ by doing good ia 
various ways 5 and in mercy he. also gives more 
iDclination and power to be tlius employed* I 
desire to be full of good works, and f tea from all 
dependance upon them. If my heart does npt 
greatly deceive me, this is not my temptation i 
all my trust is in Jesus : here my. anchor is fixed. 
What a stream of constant happiness flows froin 
a union of soul with him. I do hope that. the 
Lord, agreeably to his promise, is establishing, 
strengthening, and settling my souL I have felt 
for the last twelve months more rooted and 
grounded in love, and in the ways of God in 
general, and yet find less confidence in myself. 
The more God does for me, the more do I feel 
dependant upon hin). My strength consists in 
living by faith upon Christ. He is my all in all : 

" For closer communion I pine, 
I long to reside where thou art." 

O glorious thought, that I shaH dwell to all 
eternity with him I — ^Transporting prospect ! 

December 6. In the course of these eight 
days I have experienced much of the goodness of 
God : have enjoyed much sweet and more unin- 
terrupted communion with him than usual. My 
Jesus has been ever with me,as tayKingy glorious y 
and yet so condescendingfy gracious, ^s to con- 
strain me to love him. Often, when his name 
has been mentioned, as usual, I have tasted in- 
effable sweetness : my heart has leaped witUift; 
me with joy that he was mine. What must it be 
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to dwell for crcr with him, when a small taste 
of his love here is so delightful ? O wliat am 1, 
that I should be thufi fkvoured ! Lord, make me 
jhore grateful, more humble, and enable me to 
improve thy goodness more. I am still permitted, 
at times, to feci particularly my o^vn weakness, 
and what satan would do if allowed : this mates 
me dread self-dependance, and enhances in my 
estimation the valne of the Saviour. I am still, 
also, deeply sensible of the peculiar goodness of 
the Lord, when I attempt any thing for his glory, 
in the way of assisting others. Q how gracious 
is he on these occasions ! But still, in all I come 
short, and have much cause to be ashamed and 
humbled. . 



Diarif continued^ 
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JanuaiyJ. My God has made his goodness 
to pass before me this day also. He has sweetly 
drawn out the desires of my heart after himself, 
and given me by faith to see him who is invisible. 
O what a substantial good is God to the believing 
soul : and when he more sensibly manifests his 



pres^nee^ what a hfeavdn does it prodiioe. Upon 
a review of the last year^ I And itifimid cause to 
praise my God, tdio, ift tbe course of it, has 
done more for one than ever. He has accom- 
plished many of his precious promises, and given 
me to enjoy communion with hifnsdf ; and to 
feel a mote constant sense of my union with his 
dear Son : and in a more lively and dear manner, 
he permits me to see him continuially as the 
King in his beauty, and to dwell always under 
the covert of his precious blood. Indeed I am 
not sufficiently grateful for what has been done 
for me within these last fourteen months ; neither 
am I sufficiently sensible of it : and this prin- 
cipally, because I see so much more which ne- 
cessarily remains to be done, and so mueh before 
me not yet obtained. I see how much I stand 
in need of sinking deejier into God, of being ^ 
more deeply rooted in his love, and more free 
from wanderings. I cannot bear the thought of 
resting short of any measure of grace attainable 
here. Yet how slowly do I move in th« heavenly 
road : amazing, indeed, is my tardy pace. O 
how much more feo must it appear in the eye of 
God, and of angels. ^ 

25. Smce the I8th, it has been a time of 

trial, especially by sickness, which brought a 
degree of languor upon my i^irit. It generally 
has this effect upon me, less «r move,^ on which 
account I do $ot -lisei so resigned to bpd^ly 
affliction as is, 1 believe, my privilege. Tboi^h 
I believe a-degyee of , this depjteissioii of spirit I 

2 
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must experienee wUle in the boiely.- How com- 
fortable the prc^pect of being aa inhabitant of 
that city to aH eternity; where none ever say 
they arc siek. Till then^ O my God, enable me 
to pass the time of my sojourning here^ not only 
in thy fear, but in as perfect resignation to all 
thy dispcosations, whether joyouis- or adverse, as 
humanity will admit. . In the course, of these 
days past, my faith has been much the same, 
though myjqy was not so great. I have enjoyed 
a sweet con^oiisness of my union with Jesus; my 
l>1ace of defence h$u$ beai the Munition of Rocks ; 
I have been fed with the Bread of life, and the 
Water of Life, according to the gracious promises 
of a faithful God. I have alsR) had such com- 
munion with the Father of Spirit*, as to make 
me wonder, that a holy God could dwell with 
one that had so little of his image. O how 
ardently has this made me breathe after more 
holiness; my heart has panted after the Jargest 
degrees of sanetification. I have enjoyed some 
sweet seasons . in secret and social prayer, -and 
this evening felt my faith for the blessing received 
in November, 177^$ cpn^rmed; also my expec- 
tation of retaining it strengthened. Daily op- 
portunities of doing good are granted me, .lath 
strong desii!es, and some power to use them. 
Blessed be God tot all his niercies, 

Februarys. In the course of these ei^ht 
days, I have felt variously. Have ofte^i^ad 
sweet views of Jesus, and at tiipes felt him so 
nigh, M> very cteai! to the eye of faith, that f«itl| 
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seemed lost m sight and eqjoyment. I have 
been constrained to speak of him to others as 
the Chiefest of ten thousand. What ineffable 
sweetness do I taste^ when the name of Jqsus 
is mentioned : an instantaneous heaven springs 
up in my soul. But^ O ! how is it^ when so 
highly favoured, that I do »ot gix)w awre like 
my Divine Master^ Surely 1 do not i^iprove the 
glorious visits .as I ought, else Lshould gain more 
conformity to him : my soul longs, fpr more of 
the Divine image. I feel, ashamed before God 
and* man, that I am not more holy, considering 
the advantages I enjoy. O Lord, reniove the 
cause, that the effect .may cea^e ; and make me, 
as the King's daughter, all glorious withiQ. 
Every day, I look to make progress in the Divine 
life I but, alas, bow are- my expectatiofis disap- 
poititied : for in all I do, or say, I gome short ; 
yet the Lord bears with me. But shall it be 
always thus ? I enjoy God in secret, prayer, 
especially in the morning ; and I enjoy him in 
social prayer, in conversation, meditation, .an^ 
reading : but how can all this be, when I am s^ 
unlike him ? O to be holy as God is holy j to be 
meek and lowly, as Jesus, to sink into all the 
depths of bumble love, aud rise to all the heights 
of Christian confidence. I may say. with the 
poet 1 — 

. " My earth thou waterest from on high, 
- But make it all a pool ; 
Spring up, O Well, I ever cry,. 
Spring up within my ioul. 
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• Wkb loe I know, 1 IMiiuw art, 

But th« duiiiot'Ciiftoe } 
Unless thou pUntest in my ii^art, 

A constant paradise." 

This is truly the language of my heart. 

March 96. These last seven weeks, I have 
been severely afflicted in body, and port of the 
time DO less so in ipy sbuU O may my {God 
sanctify the afflictive dispensatioQ. He has pro^ 
mised that I shall be brought out of it as gold 
seven times purified. In the beginning af this 
illness, the Lord was exoeedingly gracious. I 
could not exi^ess what I enjoyed in the love of 
Jesus ; truly God dealt bounlifully with me. But 
i^terwards I was left to feel my oWn weakness, 
and to grapple wiih strong temptations. Satan 
thrust sore at' me, one night,* when very unwell, 
so that I was ready to fail and utterly sink, I 
cried to the Lord, and he made kis word my 
support. The Lord has raised me up, though 
still weak ; but I have be^i closely tempted and 
tried since, and my spiritual joy is much abated. 
I do,not feel so near to God, nor my views so 
clear, neither my faith so strong : I feel as if out 
of my element. My aiemies have been permitted 
to make great havock in my soul, at least to my 
to own apprehensioj:i ; • but surely the Lord will 
rebuke the adversary, and greatly increase me 
. for his own Name's sake. I feel deeply unworthy 
of it; O how far back do I feel in the Divine 
life ! Lord, restore to me the joy of thy sal- 
vation : O bring mji soul out of trouble, that I 
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mty praiaa tlite; and CMfl« tWa ^^iction to 
brinf forth the peitcefiUe fmits of. righteousness, 

Mty 3. In the course of ibis last fortaight^ I 
baye feH yarjkmeiy, O that I oould say^ I iiad 
improved much. This i dojre not say^ but thmk 
I can vriA some d^^roo of tr^th i^rra, that I 
have hungered and thirsted i^r it : and if my 
Jieaift doestiot decaive me^ I have sunk deepen 
into God : felt more fixed in hioi 9» in mj centre. 
I have experienced more iawavd r^^Uection, 
my scml more staid on Qod. Jesus has been 
truly pirecioQss my heart has indeed felt him 
nigh ; and he hss proved a source of sweet coUr 
solatioa to my ^ouL 

June 12« Still I have cause to praise God^. 
who deals bountifully iri& me: stiU I am> through 
roercy^ permitted to ei\}oy sMreet fcdloWi»hip with 
my Q&d and Saviour^ and, in genera]^ am kepjt 
mider the influences, of the Holy Spirit r O wt^ 
praise is due* Yesta^day^ and tiie day before^, I 
felt keen anguish, from a fear that I had grieved 
the Spirit of God. O how the thought pained 
me : I cannot say easily what 1 felt. May Al«- 
mighty power and goodness keep me . every 
moBfient exercised as my Lord woakt have me I 
O to be preserved fcom every touch of hhrn^ 
Jf this is possible la^le in the body, let me, Q 
my God^ hiq>pily prove it. I find it is only by 
looking to Jesus, I can either increase^ or retain^ 
^ivhat he has bestowed. The Lonl does, I think^ 
more than ever, enable me to live by bdieving 
in him, and looking to him. My life in a small 
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degree, is one conCinuod looking up to bim^ 
•dwelling under the covert of hi6 Uood^ and tied- 
lizing the presence of my God; fitV- Spreads a 
heavenly serenity through 'my mind^ ttntf sweetly 
solemnizes my spirit. The more I live after tAas 
manner, the more fixedness of tiiougbt T expe- 
rience^ the deeper I sink into God ; bat, rafter 
all, how poor my progress. O for a quicker 
pace, a swifter motion. Still morning devotion 
in secret is sweet; I enjoy comfortable bco^s to 
my Grod, and am enabled to plead the promises, 
and depend upon- tkem as ^^ yea,* andamen/' in 
Jesns. 

19. Where shall I begin to fpradae my 

God; I am astonished at his goodneite^ when I 
consider and feel how unworthy I am f bow un- 
profitable, how unfoithfdl, how far short in every 
respect. Yet he condescends still to let nae see 
by faith his unclouded face. ..In compariaon of 
former experience, he has brought me into a 
wealthy place ; but I am much short oi what I 
expect. He has promised greater tiMUgs, and i 
know he is faithful, and will perform ail his pro- 
mises. If any thing, my communion with God is 
increased ; O what, sweetness do I taste in Jcsos ; 
how precious is he ! how constant mysense of a 
vital union with him-^as the bnuich in the vine, 
so do I feel in him. But I long to drink deeper 
into bis Spirit, yea, to be filled with the^ entire 
fruit of the Spirit. I think he gives me an in^ 
creasing'deadness to the world, tc^ether with a 
proportionable degree of life m the ways of God, 
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In. the nudst of tbfc Divfaie comforts I .ei^joy^ 
satan tiies mapy ways to tempt aad dJiatress ine. 
On last Lord's day» ttiougfa confined^ my spi- 
ritual consohUioiis were so great, I was strongly 
tempted to believe it att a dekision, because they 
were ' not.of a ntore transforming nature : but 
Jesus lifts up a standard, when the enemy thus* 
pours in. God ^^eai^ so clear to the eye of 
£Eutb, it was n6l possible it could be a deception.* 
and Jesus sbone into, my soul with tranrscendent 
brightness. Indeed, I hare reason to blush, I 
am not more holy; but! must not deny the 
goodness of my God becauaebf this: no^ rather 
I must dcare closer to him. 

--r- 30. Since my last , date, trtily God ha<» 
been good, I. cantiot express m^hat I pnjoy in 
Jesus ; I am, throug^h. amazing mercy, privileged 
to walk wiih him,'aj)d talk with him, as a man 
with his friend* I ever feel him nigh, though 
the blessed view is not always attended with the 
same degree of comfort ; but in general, I am 
made to sit in. heavenly places with him, to cleave 
to, him by a lively faith, to dwell under the covert 
of his faiood, and tb.foUow after him, "VHiile I 
7iaw write, my heart feels him sweetly nigh, the 
eye of faith beholds him clear. In a small mea-* 
sure, I eiyOy the accomplishilneut of that pre* 
cious promise, Zech^ ii. 10* . O Lamb of God, 
was ever love like thine* I still eiyoy sweet 
access to God in secret and social prayer $ and 
pcort it, iwy comfortable to talk to others upon 
the C0Q^<(ins of their 'immortal souls. I-fre* 



qttently have mtidi <ft tte pH^seoceof my Be- 
loved in the ^eat C9hgtegfik>nfi^ in different 
places*. ' Hi>w great nsy ob^^ioss. ' tb free 
grace, i do long to make mitebte retarm* O 
for more love to Ood^ taott {lower to live to 
hk gloiy. I am not enmigh on tbe MelkHx for 
God : I do not hold forth idie^word of Jife c<m- 
stantly in thai amiable fight dot I itish. I am 
often pressed down with indiapoaition of body, 
with WMk 6{)irit« and nerves. This oauMRi'me to 
appear at times as if 1 Was nnhlippy. Which 
grieves mes I wlih to shew to all, tUmt real re* 
ligion can raise hnman natnre iibove every 
sorrow. While in the body^ I know we mast 
tb^'j w« sliall aofier from vi^ons canaea «id 
quarters, My heMt is pained from day to day, 
with the dishonour done my Ood by tiiose tiiat 
know him not; and, alas, by too many that 
profess a knowledge df him« These conses will 
perhaps more or leas remain until I join the 
church triumphant ; the only plaee and company 
that claitn, and possess, an entire fipeedotn from 
sin. 

— ^ 16. In the course of these two weeks, I 
have been more tempted, and thy spiritual en- 
joyments have not been so great as before; 
though still I feel deep cause to praise my God. 
In general, I rest in him; yet at times, I feel 
uneasy, perhaps partly from these weaknesses, 
that are more or less inseparably connected with 
humanity, and partly from temptatim. i ted 
that tiiere is nothtog so much tenda to impose 
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the miod| a&d to keep it rel^iously recollected, 
as a €oi|stant sem»e of tbe presence of God. If > 
atany time^ from some of'^ above causes^ I 
am in dfingei: of befug unhinged^ a look to God 
by faith sete ^U to rights. Immediately all the 
affectionate powers of t^ soul are collected^ and 
fixed upon God^ as on,* their proper ceoivev and 
a heavenly sereuily ensues* It is, more th^u can 
be expected while in this vale &£ tears, to Hnow, 
no seasons of weakness* May I be enabled every 
moment to lay as passive clay in tibe hands of 
royXSod, and have all the good pleasure of his 
will take place in sae« This is sufficient, but' 
indeed my heart pewits with strong desire to feel 
the utmost power of transforming grace. 

August 8w Itti the course of these eighteen, 
days, { have experienced great and frequent 
vicissitudes of feeling ;. sometimes very comfort* 
able, at others, much grieved, dejected, and 
tempted. Upon the whole, my spiritual enjoy- 
ments have not been so great as usual^ and I 
have feared sinking from God. Yet he has been 
very gracious in enabling me to help others, iu 
soul, body, and outward estate. He has fa- 
voured me with opportunities of strengthening 
the weak hands> coufh-ming the fed)le knees, 
softening the hard heart, and greatly encouraged 
his people to trust in him ; both by prayer, con* 
versation, ai^d letters. Tits is aU hia ow^ doing, 
and therefore to him be all the glory. I have 
been lately minsually led out to wrestle in prayer 
with God for more of the Divine life, and t9 
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hunger and thirst after every blessing purchased 
for me ; but stiH I do not advance as I wish, 
still I feel painfully short of what I would be. 
I am amazed at my unprofitableness^ unfaith- 
fulness, and unwaitchfulness. Oibr aff the grace 
God is willing to give ; and pdwer to use it all for 
him. When, Lord, will it be? I enjoy much 
sweetness in pleading the promises in secret and 
social prayer ; but I t*annot express how much 
my heart is pained that I do not love and serve 
God better, that I have not more of the Divine 
image. I would be all on fire for God, a flame of 
love. Iwould experience ufiboimded confidence in 
him, unlimited resignation to him, and have 
even my countenance strongly marked with a 
deep sense of his presence. ' But, alas, I am 
far from 'this : I am not so faithful as I ought to 
be to his inward teaching ; ' I am not all attention 
no his secret voice; I am easily unsettled ; I 
want a greater equality of spirit and temper ; I 
would be always the same ; neither much elated, 
nor depressed ; but continually serene, humble, 
and cheerful : I want more silence of spirit, 
more victory over my tongue, a deeper and more 
constant consciousness that God is with nie, and 
sees mfc. I need more of that perfect love that 
casts out fear j that degree of it, which would 
enable tifie to cleave alike to God in sickness as in 
health, fn pain as in ease, in death as in life. 
How ^od is G6d, who bears with me I and in 
Ijpfitc «if ell my failings, yet gives me to see him 
a»d hid dear Son by faith; and keeps me con- 



met 
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stantly sensible of my union with him. Within 
these few days, he has rather increased me ; he 
gives me to see his gracious hand in what befalfs 
fne, and makes me to believe he will^ according to 
his promise, be my counsellor in all things. Yet 
I feel I need patience to wait the accomplishment 
of the promise: I am often tempted to impa- 
tience, but as often checked immediately. For- 
give my haste of unbelief, O thou God of love 5 
and enable me to wait patiently on thee. I need 
more patience, I find also, with my fellow-crea* 
tures. O Lord, thou seest how much I need an 
increase of every grace of thy Holy Spirit. O 
bestow it this day, that I may praise thee. 

September 10. I have been lately variously 
affected and tried, and my comforts not so greiit« 

to be always the same I How devoutly to be 
wished, but I believe not to be expected while 
in the body. Yet I may look for that measure of 

'grace, which shall keep me cleaving to Go<l in 
all states. O my God, give me this, enable mfe 
to glorify thee at all times, and it sufiicetb. Of 
late, I have been strongly tempted in many 
ivays,>and I fear, not faithful. O how this mortal 
foody presses <lown the soul 1 As it respects at- 
tempting to do godd, I do nbt know that there 
lis Buy change, though my attempts are not 
always attended with the same degree of comfort. 

1 have grieved lately, fetcring my comrauniop 
with God has been less. O that he may ren^^ ^ 
the cause and the effect^ and accomplish all 
promises^ I go frdm here to-morrow for b<i 

Vol.1. N 
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health ; O that as ii$ual^ my soul may be happy $ 
may I hftve much i^au^e to praise him^ when 1 
returu. 

October 6, On Friday last, my God brought 
me home in peace to my family, with my health 
better than when I went from hence. The ways 
of my God towards, me, in the course of my 
journeying, have been mercy and truth, thoegh 
I have not enjoyed such strong consolations as 1 
generally do. The state of my soul has ratbeir 
consisted in heart-melting, and deep conVietions 
q{ my short-comings, whieh tended much to 
humble me before God. Yet I felt a desire to 
do all possible good. At first, felt reluctant to 
this ; but that conquered, my desires and op- 
portunities were increased ; my encouragemefnt 
great ; and my soul was thereby strengthened 
and much comforted. The means, in which the 
Lord gave me most, of his presence was prayer, 
especially social. I seldom bowed my knee, but 
my God and Sa.viour drew nigh. Since I came 
home, I feel a sensible increase of thirsting after 
righteousness, and of communion with my God ; 
my views are more clear, and my &ith stronger^ 
The storm of temptation is abated, and suc^ 
ceeded by a sweet calm ; my bodily hqallb also 
is better, my nerves and spirits more firm, and 
I have found my family and connexions well. It 
is mercy all ! — ^what praise is due ! 

November 3. For these last seventeen day^^y 
ijjy God has dealt indeed bountifully with me. 
Close, sweet, deep, and almost uninterrupted^ 

2 



1>ARCY> LADY MAXWBLL. 26/ 

has been my fellowship vnth God the Father and 
Son. O what a glorious privilege is communion 
vrith God ; it is better felt than expressed : it is, 
&s a good man describes it, the lively actings of 
the soul upon God by faith, in holy exercises ; 
in which he communicates to us the sense of his 
favour and acceptance, filling us with joy and 
peace^ and making us abound in hope, through 
the power of the Holy Ghost, and shedding 
abroad th6 sense of his love in our heart. Amaz- 
ing goodness and condescension! Astonishing, 
that sinners should be thus favoured. What in 
his love do I not' possess ? He is with me by 
night and by day^ my last thoughts at night are 
his, and my first in the morning spring forth to 
him* He unveils the glories of eternity to my 
faith, the land that is afar off is brought nigh ^ 
wherever I walk> or move, I mieet my Jesus, 
who possesses all my affections. In a small 
dc^ee, I can say with Dr» Watts t 

** If lore, that pleasing power can rest, 
In heart so hai*d as mine, 
Come, delirest Saviour, to my hreast. 
For all my love is thine." 

«-^^-» 22. O tbftt all my powers might praise 
iny God, who deals so bountifully with me. 
Still I dwell on high. Through abounding mercy, 
I have had many sweet seasons in the course of 
these eight days^ in public, private^ and secret^ 
in conversation^ meditation, reading, hearing, 
and praying* I have enjoyed habitual coijin 
xnunion with Godj clear views of^ and sw^et 
N 2 
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intercourse with nay beloved Saviour. He has 
often, (to use the language of scripture,) made 
my soul as the chariots of Aminadab, and caused 
me to sit in heavenly places with himself. He 
has shone into my soul in all his attractive beauty, 
and captivated my heart. In general, he now 
teaches me more than ever to live continually by 
faith upon him 5 he is my life, my strength, my 
comfort, my all. Yet still I am weak, 1 am only 
strong in his strength, and in hi^ pure light 
alone |I see light. I cannot praise him as I would : 
notv, while I write, how sweetly nigh do I feel 
him, how clear by the eye of the mind do I 
behold him ! O Jesus, what hast thqu done for 
me ! My soul longs and frequently attempts to 
set forth his beauty to others, and I hope not 
always in vain. 

27. My God has increased his goodness 

to me since Sunday last j I have indeed dwelt iu 
the secret place of the Most High, and abode under 
the shadow of the Almighty. My views of Jesus 
have been brighter than e\'er, and my int^cqurse 
by faith more intimate arid sweet. I am not able 
in the language of mortiality to express what 1 now 
enjoy in him J and what uninterrupted commu- 
nion I am permitted to hold with God the Father. 
Yesterday was indeed one of the days of the Son 
of Man ; when meditating ^ppon Divine things, 
and fearing in the view of trials, unfaithfulness 
to God, the bright glare of eternity seemed to 
ol)scure, or rather to annihilate all below the 
un Future glory was unfolded to my view. I 
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felt almost as an inhabitant there, and more 
than ever formerly^ did I feel under the powers 
of the world to come. This was after coih'crsing 
with a Christian friend about two hours on the 
things of (God : but satan soon suggested, surely 
more severe trials than ever are now at hand j 
which was likely to embitter my present heaven. 
I started back, as it were, and feared to receive 
fTiore from God, Lord, how wonderful are thy 
dealings with me; how good thou art in an- 
swering my prayers ; for this last was an imme- 
diate return to ray request. I asked the Lord, in 
order to make tne faithful to him in the time of 
trial, which I viewed at band, that he would give 
me to see and feel time swallowed up in eternity, 
that every worldly consideration, such as the 
fear of man^ &c. &c. might vanish. 

December 27- Various causes have concurred 
to interrupt my writing, but I find I have suf- 
fered loss by it, It is indeed a good thing, to 
watch constantly over our heart and life, to 
attend diligently to all the Lord's dealings to- 
wards us, and then to record them for our be- 
nefit: nothing but necessity should make a 
Christian neglect it. For these last four weeks, 
my comfort has not been so great. I have been 
greatly tried in body, mind, and outward estate ; 
and the Beloved of my soul has not felt so nigh) 
which made me feel them heavier. My spirits 
and nerves, also, have been affected, and alto- 
gether conspired to bring me into heaviness. I . 
have been unusually detained from the public 
N3 



270 THB I4FS 07 

means by afiiiction of body^ and have feared 
continually^ lest I should get into self-indulgence^ 
which has added to my trials. But .according to 
the wonted goodness of my God> though I am 
unworthy^ I look to be increased. At times^ I 
have been refreshed with a sense of the presence 
of my Godj and Jesus has also been with me ; 
but my communion with the Father and the Son 
has not been so near and sweet as usual. I have 
felt a partial distance^ and one reason of this has 
been^ I think, a necessity of much attention to 
outward and worldly things, with a variety of 
trials from without and within. I have been 
harassed, and sometimes driven, and sometimes 
drawn^ from steadily looking to Jesus« 
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Diar^ continued^ 



January 1. On this first day of the new year, 
I feel inclined (tuay I be enabled,) to make, a 
fresh dedication of myself, with all I have and 
am, towy/ God; yea, a more full and unreserved 
surrender of myself than ever. Lord, accept 
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my^Miiflce; 0.may the altar sanctify the gift, 
and throagh thy sovereign grace, may I live more 
to thee, do more for thee, and prove more of 
thy sanctifying and saving power. May my 
communion and fellowship with thee be sensibly 
increased, and continued, if spared, through this 
ensuing year. May I be made more faithful to 
thee, to thy cause, to my fellow-creatures, and 
myself. Lord, I would also offer up to thee my 
family ; O be the God of it, and enable me to 
walk before . thee in it, in a perfect manner ; 
ruling it only by giving light, by a deportment 
becoming the gospel. O how defective hitherto ! 
I would also, O Lord, offer up to thee all my 
. relations ; O accept of thctai, and make them, 
by faith in Jesus, thy children. O let these re- 
quests be registered in thy book of life, and 
answer me in the joy of my heart concerning 
them. 

I feel a small increase of grace in my soul, 
more comfort in prayer, more love to God, 
and the fiery darts of the enemy are not so fre- 
quent. Upon a review of the last year, I find 
many mercies^ spiritual and temporal, for which 
to be thankful. I have been favoured with much 
of the sweet presence of my God, and his dear 
Son $ with much inclination and a degree of 
power, and very many opportunities of doing 
good to the souls and bodies of my fellow-crea- 
tures. I give them. Lord, up to thee, follovif 
them with thy blessing. I have also been fa-r 
voured with many deliverances^ with regard to 
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son], body, and outward estate. Lord, power^ 
fully sanctify them to my good. But, alas, I 
find likewise many, very maiiy, things to lament ; 
much unfaithfulness, unfruitfuluess, ingratitude, 
&c. &c. O what is man ! By nature what a com- 
pound of all evil ; and even after, by the greac 
goodness of God, he hath passed from death 
uhto life, O how defective j what continual short- 
comings. Lord, thou knowest my pen does not 
note these things as words without a meaning, 
only common-place expressions; no, my heart 
feels the truth of what I now write, and 1 most 
sincerely regret that there should be pause for it. 
Help, Lord, O help thy unworthy servant to love 
thee more and serve thee better. 

30. Friday. This has been a precious 

day. I have experienced much of the goodness 
of the Lord since I wrote last. But on Wed- 
nesday and Thursday, an unusual degree of 
languor overspread my soul, for which I could 
not account, afid I did not seem so much alarmed 
as usual on these occasions; this ^Iso grieved 
me. To-day, in mercy, the Lord revived me ; 
and at night, in his house of prayer, he made 
much of his goodness to pass before me. In 
meditation before the service began, he shone 
upon his work in my soul, led me baek to the 
days of my folly and ignorance, and shewed me 
what he had done for me; gave me to enjoy 
sweet and clear communion with the Father and 
Son, and deeply And feelingly convinced me, 
how totally ignorant I was of these great thinga 
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till he revealed them to me : in short, my Gpd 
led me into a delightful train of meditation upon 

^ his past goodness to me, and gave me also a 
preseht possession of himself and his dear Son. 
Immediately after, heard a profitable sermon on 
the last verse of the 32d Psalm ; " Be glad in the 
Lord, and rejoice, ye righteous : and shout for 

. joy all ye that are upright in heart j'* which so 
corresponded with my meditations, and corro- 
borated the* truths and views given me just before, 
as was most comfortable : I had cause to praise 
my God. But when shall I love or serve him as 
I wish ? 

February 7* Still my Jesus is with me and 
very precious : he hovers over me with eyes of 
tenderness and love. Are these expressions im- 
proper? Are they enthusiastical ? What heart 
but must flame with love, when Jesus fills it 
with his presence! 

*^ Are passions, then, the pagans of the soul ? 
Reason, alone baptized » alone ordain'd, 
To touch things, sacred. O for warmer still." 

I cried to my God to-day to establish me more, 
and that my communion with him may be more 
deep and permanent ; for as yet I find it admits 
of small and painful interioiptions ; I mean, as 
it respects spiritual joy ; and is at times lessened 
with fears of having grieved his Spirit. It is not 
easy always to draw the line between temptation 
and sin. I have entreated he would shine on his 
work in my soul, ^nd testify clearly, with me- 
N 5 
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ridian brjgfbt^ess, what be has done far xne ; that 
I may give the glory to himy aud take all the 
comfort he intends I should. 

March IL Still outward and inward trials 
continue. I prove the body a cumbrous load ; 
it affects my soul in many painful ways. No 
affliction /or the present is joyous. What grieves 
me most is, that I do not glorify God more in 
the fires. Yet he is good, and, at times, gives 
me a sweet sense of it in prayer, reading the 
Scriptares, and conversation; and at. the Name 
of Jesus, still a heaven springs up in my soul, 
I believe many of my painful sensations are the 
effects of bodily complaints,, and I doubt not, 
many are caused by unfaithfulness. Yet unpro- 
fitable as I am, the Lord is good, and gives me 
many precious promises to support and comfort 
me. Lord, thou art faithful who hast promised, 
who also will do it. O strengthen my faith, and 
fill my heart with a greater power of obeying 
and delighting in thy will. Thou hast graciously 
said, not one word shall fail of all the good 
things whereof thou hast spoken. Lord, increase 
my power of living by faith, enable me to cleave 
to Christ. I find the Father and Son, in general^ 
continue clear as the objects of my faith ; but of 
late, the degree of joy resulting from that faith 
varies much, though hungering and thirsting after 
all that God is willing to give. Manifold temp* 
tations often cause heaviness, and bring such a 
languor and inexpressible uneasiness upon me^ 
as fr(S(|aentIy mifits for duty \ prevents ji^te^Sj^-f 



ness of spirit while in it^ and often shortens it. 
May I be taught to improve to the utmost every 
situation. To^day^ I have been struggling into 
God^ though with little comfort ; till at nighty in 
meditation^ God the Father, and Sob, seemed to 
draw very nigh. I have cause to praise the Lord, 
who, in spite of the weakness of my body at 
present, in general gives me sweet access to 
, himself. But in every dutyy in ev^ry grace^ in 
every trialy I see and feel such continual short- ' 
comings, and great defects, as is truly painful 
and mortifying. O to bcrevived as the corn, to 
grow as tfa» lily, and to cast forth my roots as 
Lebanon. 

April 7. One of the days of the Son of Man. 
I enjoyed much of the presence of my God, when 
with his children in the forenoon ; and when 
walking out with some of them, and talking of 
the things of eternity, the Lord drew sensibly 
and sweetly nigh, so that my heart was quickly 
made as the chariots of Aminadab. Soon after, 
an enemy was at hand, and I felt keen distress, 
from a fear that I had done wrong. Satan at- 
tempted to pour in as a ilood, especially when I 
went to the chapel in the evening. I fled to the 
blood of J^sus, cleaved to him strongly by faith, 
and he felt near .to help imd comfort me. Yet I 
could not get entirely free from the fear that I 
had grieved the Spirit of God; this was very 
bitter. How uninterruptedly sweet would my 
life be, if it wcTe not that these thoughts fre- 
quently occur } perhaps from a real cause, £or: 
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want of a greater degree of watdifulnesa. At 
timeS; a word will escape me, that upon strict 
examination afterwards, I find did not entirely 
coincide with the feelings of my heart ; then 
keen anguish ensues ; words in common use^ but 
to which little if any meaning is attached. How 
long is it before we entirely, unlearn every im- 
proper thing we have learned in a state of nature ; 
and even when we think we have got free of them 
all, how often, when least expected, do they 
return. 

-— — 19. Sunday. Since my last, my soul has 
been hungering most vehemently for more holi- 
ness. A thousand worlds, had I been possessed 
of them, seemed nothing to give in exchange, 
could I have purchased it. My soul felt at times 
much discouraged with the thoughts of my poor 
progress in the ways of God ; but often, within 
these few days, in secret prayer, when thus 
grieved, my Jesus manifested himself sweetly 
unto me ; shone in all his beauty and goodness, 
and attracted all the affectionate powers of my 
soul. With ten thousand times more tenderness 
and ki;idness than the dearest earthly friend did 
he strengthen my hands, comfort my heart, and 
encourage me to go on. O how does this Divine . 
goodness endear him to my soul ! Yet still I 
languish and pine, because not altogether like 
him. O for a deeper work of grace ! O for more 
faithfulness in improving what is already be- 
stowed ! To-day, being the Lord's day, I found 
it a g^reat cross to be detained front public wor-* 



I>ARCY> LABY liAXWBLL. 277 

ship ; but thought it a duty^ and proved mj God 
nigh at hand in secret prayer : bad there a sweet 
Mew of being for ever with the Lord ; and O how 
delightful was the prospect ! 

May 30. From various causes, my writing 
has been interrupted for a month. It has been 
a time of much temptation and trial, in body, 
mind, and outward situation, O that I could 
add^ in all I have been faithful ! Alas, it is not 
so. When shall my complaining be at an end ? 
When shall I love and serve God as I wish, and 
my communion with him know no interruption ? 

that the time would speedily commence. Since 
my last date, I have had precious seasons, times 
of refreshing, many instances of the goodness 
of my God in various ways ; but upon the whole^ 

1 have cause to lament that I have not made that 
progress I might, neither been so faithful as I 
ought, especially in the time of trial. fFeakness 
oi nerves and spirits^ subjects me to painful 
feelings. Yet I have felt the interests of Zion 
dear to me, and a greater spirit of prayer for 
her prosperity than usual, and the welfare of 
individuals belonging to her. I have been also 
stirred up to appear moi*e in public for the cause 

.of religion; I mean by using my influence with 
others in behalf of the peace of Jerusalem, and 
have felt comfort in embracing the opportunities 
that offered for the spiritual and temporal in- 
terests of others. F^imily and secret prayer has 
been sweet, and when permitted to Jiiear, the 
word preached has at times been profitable* 
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Last' nighty I traly proried it so^ my commmtioxi 
was with the Father^ and the Soo^ though still 
not so near as usual. I have had severe bodily 
illness^ and since that, there is a degree of 
languor I have not conquered^ and also weakness 
whereby I am easily afirigbtepi and unhinged. 
O to be strong in the Lord : O to enjoy all he 
can bestow^ all I can enjoy. 

June 7^ Sunday. Found it good to> wait on 
God in public. This forenoon, went to church, 
through difficulties, but did not repent it; the 
Lord was with me, and where Jesus is, there is 
heaven : O to be every moment thus favoured ! 
Yet I think it Is holiness^ rather than comfort^ 
. which I pant after. I see the beauty of holiness, 
how desirable to have the whole image of God 
stamped on the soul. This— /Ais is the object of 
my desire, the subject of my prayers, my medi* 
tations, my conversation : O how mortifying 
then do I feel it, to have so little of it O my 
God, attend unto my prayers, hear my cries, 
and give me the thing I long for ;-^give me the 
mind that was in Christ ; remember thy own 
word of promise concerning this, upon which 
thou hast caused me to hope. In the evening, 
being obliged to be With others, I was grieved 
to find, upon examination at night, conversation 
had not been so profitable as it should have been ; 
my heart, was pained : what need for constant 
watching. 

——21. Sunday. This last week, my soul 
b»» been lo&ging for more of the Divine imager 



BARCY^ LADY MAXWELL. S^ 

desirous of glorifying God^ and being asealons for 
his interest in the world ; for promoting of which, 
several opportunities have been given me, with 
power to embrace them, which gave comfort. 
I have felt Jesus very precious these days past } 
at the mention of his Name, he has frequently, 
and instantly manifested his presence, attended 
with, a joy better felt than expressed. I do taste 
salvation in his Name. O to know him better ; 
to love him more ; and to feel greater conformity 
to his image ! I pine for this, and am pained 
that I do not adorn his gospel more. Upon the 
whole, I do not think my communion with God 
is so constant as it has been. Holy Father, 
discover the cause, and remove it ! It has been, 
for some time past, a season of manifold tempta- 
tion, which has brought heaviness. My nerves 
and spirits have been much affected. The com- 
plaints, under which I have suffered, are great 
•enemies to the joy of faith. This day, though 
unwell in body, 1 have attended the house of 
God, morning, noon, and night ; but found little 
comfort till the evening, under a sermon from, 
** Return unto thy rest, O my soul.*' Here my 
Jesus was benignly nigh } my views of God, and 
bis dear Son, sweetly clear. This seemed given 
to prepare for more than one trial, which I soon 
met with. " How good is God ! 

July 2. Upon che whole, since this day week, 
the Lord has increased me : my views of Jesus 
are brighter, my faith stronger, and attended 
with more comfort. The grand secret of the 
Chri^jtic^ life h. living, by faith, ever keeping this 
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Divine principle lively, and vigorous, and con- 
stantly fixed upon its capital obfect. Without 
thia we di-aw little supply from Christ ; and since 
we can do nothing without him, how^feeble, bow 
uncertain^ how interrupted must be our progress. 
For some time I have lived more by faith ; the 
actings of it have been vigorous, and my in^ 
most soul has been on the stretch for more holi- 
ness. My communion with the Father of Mercies 
has been greater than tor some weeks past. My 
sweetest time for secret prayer is early in the 
morning. I also often prove the Lord near in 
social prayer. In the moruing, when I first open 
my eye-lids, O how delightful, do I feel it to fly 
by faith to Jesus ! and continually through the 
day, not only to attempt a constant living by 
faith upon him, but also in every particular thing 
I do, to look to him for strength and wisdom ; 
and wherever I go, to realize his presence, and 
repeat my acts of self-dedication to him, opening 
my heart .by faith to receive him afresh ; and in all 
these attempts he is even at my right hand. Yet 
for closer communion I pine. ' O when shall my 
longing desires be satisfied ! . I still feel it is my 
delight to act for God, and be gives me many 
opportunities to encourage me herein. The Lord 
gave me to know yesterday, that he had blessed 
a conversation I had, some years ago, with one 
of his own cliildren, to the quickening of her 
soul, and she has prospered greatly since. O to 
possess in my own soul all that God is willing to 
give ! Lord, enlarge my borders. 
August 6, The more I s^ and know of the 



■E DARCY. LA]>Y MAXWELL. 281 

? -V'* * 

world, tlie less I esteem it, and the more I desire 
to be delivered from it : to live, indifferent to its 
smiles and frowns. O what vanity and vexation 
is the portion of those, at least many of them, 
that enjoy much of what are called its good 
things. My soul, keep thou free from it ! I had 
an additional conviction of this to-day, by con- 
versing with an aged disciple, much connected 
with those in high life. In God alone Is true 
happiness to be found. My soul feels drawn 
out to be much in secret prayer; to have 
much communion with God ; and to be faithful 
to all about me in every respect. It is a grea^t 
thing to be altogether a Christian. 1 pant to be 
such. 

31. I have had sweet seasons these two 

last weeks. The public means have been more 
than usually blessed, to me. Jesus has been very 
precious to me, and near. I do find, wherever 
I am, the Lord is with me ; agreeable to that 
gracious promise, long since deeply impressed 
on my heart : ^* Have not I commanded thee ? 
be strong and of a good courage ; be not afraid, 
neither be thou dismayed : for ihe Lord thy God 
is with thee whithersoever thou goest."* Upon 
strict examination I find the Lord has done mor^ 
for me than I am always sensible of. Strong 
temptation sometimes obscures my light, and 
diminishes my joys, and outward trials press 

* Joshaa i. 9. 
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upon me ; these often cau6e agitation of spirit, 
und InequiQity of temper and aflfectian, which, in 
a degree, unhinge and grieve me* All this may 
be without sin ; yet 1 ardently long to be freed 
from it, because, it is very possible others may 
mistake it for sin. / want a perpetual serenity 
of mind. If by this is understood a continual 
sameness of feeling y I fear before I experience it, 
mortality must be put off. I want to prove the 
utmost power of transforming ^ace, whatever 
that is. O, my God, satisfy my longing desires ! 
I think I suffer loss, at least in point of enjoyment, 
by not meditating enough on what God has done 
for me : an eager desire for what I have not yet 
obtained carries me away. Lord, do thou regulate 
all my irregularities^ 

" Here all my powers I bring, 

Manage all the wheels, 
And govern every sjjring." 

I am still kept hungering af^er more power to 
glorify God. Lately he has opened a large field 
wherein to attempt it, and gives me powec to 
walk in it. May he succeed my humble endea^ 
vours. I feel a sweet persiiasion that he will. 

September 14. The first week of September 
I enjoyed much of God iq public and private, in 
meditJition, conversation, and secret prayer ; 
with many opportunities of doing good, with 
health of body, and a keen hungering after 
righteousness. This last week my enjoyment of 
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God has not been so great : at different times my 
communion has been increased^ Jesus has been 
near and sweety and my heait has panted after 
all the life of God ; at other times, I have not 
felt so comfortable; trials have depressed my 
mind ; temptations have distressed me. I have 
liad keen convictions of my. short-comings, with 
-most ardent desires for all the grace I could re* 
ceive. I am persuaded that I do not pray enough; 
that I do not watch enough ; that I do not suffi- 
ciently deny myself : and, for some days past, I 
have had a conviction, that I do not so much as 
usual realize the presence of God. My spirit, 
I think, is not enough solemnized, nor my temper 
so equal as it ought to be. Surely these thingci 
Qr^ discovered that th^y may be rectified* O my 
God, operate powerfully in me 5 make me after 
thine own heart. I desire to be all glorious 
within, to be all for thee, to give thee each 
precious moment as it flies. 

October !• This has been, indeed^ one of the 
days of the Son of Man. In secret prayer, in the 
morning, the Lord made much of his goodness 
to pass before me. How precious did my Jesud 
feel ! How strongly did he draw my heart and 
affections to himself ! This delightful intercourse 
is better felt than expressed. O that it may 
prove transforming. In the forenoon, I took up 
my cross, in order to do what appeared my duty, 
and was for some hours most uncommonly tried ; 
but my communion with the Father and the Son 
wa$ so constant and sweet, I was carried above 
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all, and was assisted in the midst of these, trials, 
some of them strong, to embrace opportunities 
that offered for glorifying God. In one point I 
failed, which grieved mej though not entirely 
certain that what was asked of me was duty :. 
but O how unspeakably gracious was my God ! 
In my way home, such ineffable sweetness, such 
heavenly views, filled my soul as I cannot ex- 
press. I felt as if disunited fi'om all below, and 
not a cloud interposed for a moment to hide my 
Lord from my eyes ! I could have bid adieu to 
all below, and gone to b^ with Christ, which 
would have been far better. I saw in the fore- 
noon, in the course of the trials I went through, 
the reason of the uncommon goodness of God in 
the morning. O how good is he ! - 

November 13. A long interval of a month 
and three days has intervened since I wrote last, 
in the course of which I have passed through 
variegated trials of soul and body, and have 
much cause to be humbled -before "God, that 
when in the furnace I did not glorify him as I 
ought. I find all past experience's are insufficient 
in the time of trial, unlfess the Lord command a 
blessing with them. I have had a recent proof 
that, no ^* affliction fpr the present is joyous, but 
grievous 5" yet there is doubtless many valuable 
lessons to be learned from it. I have more than 
ever been taught my own weakness; also, the 
vanity of all beneath the sun. Much comfort 
• prececfed this illness 5 and, in the beginning of 
it) Jesus often drew sweetly nigb^ which gave 
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comfort ; but it wa^ not abiding. In the course 
of my i]lne86^;aU the powers of heii seemed com- 
bined to distress nae. So strong was the stream 
of temptation, that the Lord was a terror to me : 
his judgments made me afraid. I was driven 
from prayer : mucH of my usual relish for Divine 
things forsook me. I felt almost driven to despair. 
The Lord only knows what I have suflfered. O 
how q^iickly should 1 have been consumed by 
the fire of temptation, had not the Lord said, 
^^ Hitherto shalt thou come, and no further." He 
also said, that he who had shewed me great and 
sore troubles, would bring me up again from the 
depths of the earth, and revive, and quicken me, 
and comfort me on every side. The former he 
has done 5 the latter still remains to be fully ac- 
complislied. Since I grew better in body, I have 
, been in a state of great weakness, much harassed 
.at times with that fe^r which hath torment ; at 
other times, comforted with the presence of 
Jesus. But the sinews of my endeavours to do 
good have fell as if broken asunder through what 
I have suffered, and tfie ardour of my soul is 
damped. Yet surely the word of the Lord must? 
stand. He will accomplish it, and perfect' what 
concerns me. O what a great matter is it to be 
faithful in the time of sore trial and temptatbn ! 
My fears have been increased from my views of 
the state of public affairs ; judgments are hanging 
over us, and few are sensible of it. Within these 
two days 1 have begun to be more active for God, 
and my comfort has been greater, my spirits 
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have been l>&tter, and my body stronger : surely 
I may look for good days yet. O to be more 
devoted to the will of Ood ! then, safferings would 
not cut so deep. 

22. I have been rather languid these 

nine days past. Still it is a time of trial in various 
ways. I have not reguned what, to my own 
apprehension, I lost in my last illness* I think 
tny loss hasi in some tiieasure, been owing to a 
sinking, in a degree, from th€f life of faith $ not 
deaving so stead&stly to Christ as I ought in the 
time of distress, and by judging of my state more 
hy feelings than by fditA. The Lord is increi»- 
tng my desire to do good, and tabling me to 
embrace the opportunities offered ] but still inj 
comfort is less : I do not feel so much communion 
ivith God, neither such a constant power to 
realize his presence^ neither such delight in him i 
still a degree of fear i-emains. My hopes have, 
as yet, been disappointed as it respects the. fruits 
of my last illness. 

December L Was both profited and most 
severely tried to-day. The fear of losing a valtt- 
iible Parent was deeply afflicting. I fear What I 
felt was not fully consistent with resignation to the 
tvill of God : nature was overcome. I know that 
" unreproved shci may drop a tear i" but I felt 
too keenly. I was enabled to cry unto the Lord^ 
and he hdped me. For the present he has^ in a 
t^easure^ removed 'my fears, and filled me with 
gratitude, but my will must flow more deeply 
with the Divine wilL 
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•*-— $& t have been oppressed these last 
three days^ yet no trials seem to discourage me 
from attempting to do good to others, as opportu* 
nities offer. But I lament I do not obtain greater 
victoria oVeir my enemies, and make greater 
progress in the Di\4ne life. Years pass quickly 
on; but alas! how little improved. This thought 
cots deep upon a mind desirous of being alt light/ 
all life, all love. Yet, in a small measure, I do 
daily converse with God by faith and prayer, and 
daily see Jesus as the King in his beauty. While 
I now write, I feel him precious, and see him 
clearly* O to be more like him ! 
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Jandslry 1. The Lord has brought mcl to seie? 
another year. If spared, may I glorify him mor^ 
than ever, by being more faithful, more fruitful, 
and more active in his cause: this is the ardent' 
desire of my soul. On a review of the last year, 
I have cause to say, my God has been truly good j 
the consolations of his Spirit have neither beed 
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few nor small. He bath visited his unprofitable 
servant with many refreshing seaaons, and often 
delivered, from bodily affliction ; given me many 
precious promises^ and numberless oppol^tunitles 
to promote his glory^ by attempting td be useful 
to the bodies and souls of my feltow--erei|tures. 
In all^ I have come short. I can scarcely perceive 
that I have made any progress heavenward* When 
shall my complainings cease ? O to be ^ holy 
and happy as my God waits to make me ! Through 
the course of the year, I think I have in general 
found more profit in reading the Scriptures, more 
comfort in secret prayer, especially early in the 
morning; and also more power and courage to 
act for God in a public way. He has discovered 
some new methods for this, which he had not 
before shewn me. May the syccess of my 
attempts prove that they were from himself, and 
may he daily enlarge my sphere of usefulness. 
For these last three months, I think I have en- 
joyed a greater degree of establishment in his 
ways ; yet, ejtcepting some precious visits, with- 
out much additional comfort. I have also had^ 
during that period, much perplexity about the 
true state of ray soul ; but whether this uncer- 
tainty arises from any loss of grace, or is the 
result of carnal reasoning, I am at present unable 
to determine. Shine,- Lord, upon thy work 5 
give the witness and the fruit of the Spirit in a 
much larger measure, that \n thy light I may see 
light, 
— — 7« A happjr day^ Jesus was precious jto 
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Diyaoul this forenoon when from home. I fclt 
a heavenly serenity shed through my soul ; en- 
joyed dear and distinct actings of faith upon 
God and Christy with a power to realize their 
dacred presence; Repeated acts of self-dedica- 
tion produced confidence and comfort; but I 
aeglected some opi)ortunities of doing good. O 
bow unprofitable! Tiie Lord> in great mercy 
and kindness^ condescends to encourage me to 
go on in his waya : he enables me to rely on bis 
word of promise ; and I believe he vrill^ in mcj 
'^ fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness, and 
the work of faith with power."* This is what I 
want. Be it, Lordi as thou hast spoken : hasten 
thy work| that I may glorify thee. . , 

-— ^ 21, For iome days 1 have been the 
subject of severe bodily affliction, but have en- 
joyed much comfort in my mind. The Lord has 
dealt tenderly with me. In general my view^ of 
. Qod and Christ have not only been clear, but 
productive of more deep and steady comfort. 
Within the la$t eight days I have been obliged to 
be much with others ; yet, so gracious |ias the 
Lord been, that I have been permitted to enjoy 
delightful feUowsibip with the Father of my spirit, 
and with the adorable Redeemer of my soul. O 
to enjoy this^ an^idl it» blessed efiects, to the 
titmoat possible extent ! Though thus comforted, 
temptations of various kinds, and some of them 
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very painful^ hare attacked me ; and siai I iriduni 
tliftt tny coafbUfiity to the Divine itnage is so 
small and defective. I fear, while I retBain in 
the body I shall not cease compliuning. , At 
preseat I suflbr from a too great inequMity of 
spirit. I am too easfly moved. The rev«?seof 
this, at least in a degree, I believe to be mj 
liappy privilege. How far a constitution netortdly 
weak, rendered so by various causes, may prevent 
all I desire, is a question I cannot easily solve ; 
^r how far these variations may exist without 
^y mixture of sin, 1 am also at a loss fully to 
determine. May be that knoweth all things give 
me to know, and also to prove, the utmost 
efficacy of Divine grace. At present, I /eel weak 
in bo<}y, weak in mind, and unable to -spend 
much time at once in any duty ; yet 1 am cbm-' 
ibrtafoie. I am very desirous to be foithftil to. 
those around me, both by precept and prMtiee ; 
but am sadly defective. * ' 

February 2B. Since my last date I have felt, 
^t ttflACS, most anient desires for more dc^voled- 
nessof heart and lifetoiGk>d. I fear self^indul-* 
geuce, and am on the watdi against it ; yet, from 
constant weakness and frequent indisposition, I 
am, I know, in danger of it. Bat the Lord hath 
said, '^ No weapon formed against thee sAiatt 
prosper.'* I also fear that worldly cares oecupy 
too many of my thoughts, and hurt my souL 
Lord, help me to cast my every care on thee. 
My cooversatiod in my family is not so spiritual 
as it ought to be« I determine to improve in 
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this. This night, when reflecthig on past ex- 
periences, I was sensible of a growth in graces 
My.TiewB of God and Christ are more clear, my 
peaoemore constant, my power to act for God 
greater, but I still live below my privileges. I 
fsar I am not imfMcoving to the utmost my present 
situation. It has long been a time of great 
^empitaiion. • O that it may prove a purifyin|^ 
furaaee^ 

-<-^— 2&. Was often, this morning and fore* 
noon at a throne of grace, yet could not obtain 
that intensity of mind and heart I desired. O 
what is man ! Without continued aid from on 
high he is all vsreakness, unfaithfulness, unprofit- 
abteness.^ How great the long-suffering of God 
that bears so long -mth him ! When visiting the v 
sick to-day, found my views of God the Father, 
and Son, clear, and my meditations sweet ; all 
nature seemed to wear a smile: indeed, the 
beauties of nature ever tend to elevate my mind> 
find thus carry it up to its great Author^ O to 
be more spiritual I I found to-day, by attempt- 
ing to communicate happiness to othen, I 
secured happiness to myself. Surely our Lord's 
words are strictly and literally true, " It is mom 
blessed to give than to receive.'^ But in all I 
say, or do, or thinkj I fail. Holy Jesns^ I fly to 
thy atoning blood for pardon, and to the blessed 
Spirit to sanctify me« Make me as Ae king's' 
daughter, all glorious within* 

•p^-*-^ 27. Ohow graciotts was my God to-day ! 
He g«ve me a delightful prospect of eternity, 
O 2 
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clear and bright views of hiin^eirand of bis dear 
Son^ and a sweet persuasion of bfing for fvcr 
with. him. I cannot ejtfsily exi^essi w^M:«i*f^^ 
my fedings on the occasioii,.bat tvniy, q|f mejlii 
tations were very beavenly. What 9,fpul<i^|i^fyf 
tug portion do I find my Qod an^ Saviaitr<] How 
{fifinit^ily superior to ail the world .ha& to /oj^rJ 
I rejoiced in my heavenly inheritance. Thtfvi'as 
late at nighty and I regretted that sleep .sbmld 
jnterrapt my enjoyment. But a little while^and 
I shall get rid of mortality. No night shall then 
^intervene ; there shall be one eternal day to sing 
ithe praises of my God and King ; and I shall do 
this without weariness and without fainting. What 
is man^ O Lord, that thou shouldest thus provide 
lor him ! Amazing love! ^'Ood only knows 
.the love of Ood." It is far above o^rfeeblecom- 
^prehension. 

-^-^-^ 29. Was enabled to rise earlier tius 

.morning than nst^d, and hi various ways my trust 

.was in God. In the forenoon went to church, 

and heard with sweet composure ; was preserved 

{from wanderings, and enabled to realize tbe pre- 

signed of my God and Saviour, and to attend to 

his word rhore closely than usual. On coming 

Ihonie wAs in a comfol^table frame, and was 

desirous to return thanks to the Lord for his 

goodness. As I wafc eaeitering my closed, the 

i following words came powerfully to my mind : 

*y The Lord is good ; a strong hold in the day of 

: trouble, and he knowelh then^ thM trust in him." 

This made me fear trouble was at hand, espe- 
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cUlly when T considered what I enjoyed last 
nighty and, as usual, it damped my comfort. I 
prajned^to the Lord, that if this was from an 
bmiiSy lib wdtiTd remove it ; but, if from himself^ 
ti^'^dtrld eibable me to profit by this kind and 
Ic^asbnaMe WflTirnfai;. Lord, fit me for whatever 
tfi6A )A^ prepared fbr me, and be thou glorified 
ihtiit. ' I would gtVe mvself to thee, all I hav« 
atld am. , 

March 9. My fears, expresied on the 29th of 
last month, were weU founded. Since then,* I 
haire beeh sev^trely and unexpectedly tried ; bat 
my Qod htts been good, snppprted me, and 
brought me through. Prom weakness of sphrii 
Ktid ntrues, the animal frame was more agitated 
than Was needful } but I hope this may be with- 
otit sin. My severe distresses in early life, with 
a firm belief of the Christian religion, which 
q<li1ckly followed, and a comfortable persuasion 
of iny interest in the glad tidings of the gospel^ 
produced a serenity and solemnity of mind, with 
a sobriety of manners, which have, more or less^ 
abode with me ever since : . but latdy, from 
weakness of body, I am sooner agitated than 
formerly. This, at times, grieves me, especially 
as those who may perceive it may suppose that it 
fibwrfrom a different cause. Do thou, Q Lorc^ 
strengthen me with strength, both in the inward 
anddutward man, that I may not only appear, 
but reatli/ be, always calm and religiously col- 
lected. T^ach me, heavenly Father, ever to 
maintain the dignikfj the purity y the sanctity^ of 
.0 3 
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the Cbnstiask dmgmAeri aided by Ay bktted 
BfMrity my I duly add to my ^ftith^ oomrage; 
and to oomage, knowledge ; and to knowledge 
temperance; and to tempenooey patience; and 
topatienoe^godlinesa; andtogodfiiie88,biodieriy 
kindnesa; and to broHierly kindness, diaiity."* 
The Lord has enabled me htely to see more fally 
the ranity of the worU, and die emptiness of the 
creatnie ; and thongh natnre' is pained, by the 
discorery, grace eoaUes me to bless the Lend for 
the nsefal lesson. It increases my desire to know 
more of God, and to derive aU my happiness 
from him^ who is a fountain ever flowing, and 
ever full. 

It has also been much impressed npon my 
heart lately, to be grateful to the Lord for hk 
mercifiil interposition in behalf of this natita^ tt 
not per mttting the Perish Bill to pass, as it retrtea 
to Scotlaod. May his unmerited goodness pre- 
date a proper efibct on the minds erf his people* 
How inexcusable must we be^ if we continue re* 
gardless of our -own best interests, and of hia 
glory. His hand has long been lifted up against 
Englaady Irdand, and America, but as yet we 
y^iH not see. In the present case, with Joegard 
to Scotland, how mercifully has the stroke been 
averted^ Hadtbe penal statutes, which are in 
force against the Papists, been repealed, and the 
encouragement intended by the Bill given diems 
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m lii ImeMm probabiljty the Protestant Cfiu,se 
iirouki buve been bt-eogbt low^ ami how fearful 
nmst haye be^n the consequeoces. But our God 
is merciful to an imgrateful^ insensible people^ 
O that, we were wise, tliat we would eoqsideF 
the^e things, apd act accordingly. 

-— ^^ 13. Another day is past^ and I am so much 
neater eternity. O that I could say, I had got 
iwarer to my God ! I have felt a greater stand- 
11^ aloiue with God ; a willingness to seek and 
fipd all my happiness in him. I have felt dis-* 
posed, if called, to give up the creature, even 
Christians hitherto much valued. I have also 
^perienced an increase of desire to live only to 
God ; to fill up all my time with and for him^ 
tud £^t sweetly animated to embrace every op* 
jKBrtni^ity that offered for doing good. Spent much 
timi^ in Christian conversation; found reading 
jirofitable, i^d loolcing to Jesus sweet, lyiy soid 
felt drawn out with strong desire to adorn die 
gospel ; to be not only blameless but ei^emplary* 
liOrd, make me so, 

April 11. Sunday. Jesus appeared lovely to 
the eyie of faith this morning, though the emana- 
tions pf his love wei^ but faint. Being detained 
M bo«ne in the forenoon, I wished much to im- 
prove time in secret with God. I felt groaning 
for more liberty, had more power to plead in 
prayer, and more composure than usual. I 
endeavoured to lay all my wants, my desires, my 
hopes, and fears before the Lord ; and pleaded 

O 
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htg promises for sanctification; which tnre 'inatty 
and extensive; but I want more fertouR I 
attempted to search into the state of-mf sMlr, and 
to detect the causes of my Want of p*o«p*rity, 
at least in the degree I want it. I seentifed tt> see 
many, yet could appeal to the Lord ttiat I wished 
them all removed. It has for some thrie been a 
season of trial-^ and from various quart^t^. I 
have been more than ever called upon to live by 
faith, in opposition to the aspect o^ Pi^vi^toeis 
and the evidence of my own feelings, whichfare 
often painful. My domfort flows purely from 
ilooking to Jesus, believing in him, and from 
feeling my soul united to him. I scarcely find 
any thing in myself to rejoice hi. Whetheir this 
is oiving to the work of grace not going on'iH 
my soul so well as formerly, or from my behi^ 
more delivered^ from self-confidence and self- 
complacency, I cannot determine. Blessed God, 
do thou discover it. - 

25. In the intervals of public worship 

to-day, I had sweet meditations alone. 1 have 
reason to think that I grieve the Spirit of Ood, 
by not being always sensible of, and gratefpl foi^ 
what the Lord has done for me ; and this thi^tigh 
an ardent desire of H>ore grace. My views of 
s&nctification are so bigb> so extensive, that! 
sometinies think I am scarcely at the threshold 
of a religious life : I conclude fcvery one lias 
more grace than myself; and feel ashamed to 
speak of my experience, my attainments are so 
small. Yet through the great goodness of my 
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Lord) At other times I am constrained to declare 
<i'halJio has done for me, and if my heart does 
not d(«oei%-e me, I simply speak what I feeL 
\ t ^fyiif 2^. Varioiis have been my hinderanoes. 
•inoe 'toy last date^ Through necessary inter-* 
eotlfse «Mrkh others, my time in secret has been 
fi'equently shortened, and my power of realising 
tbe^-presence of my God and Saviour not so 
oofi^tant ; this created fears that my sou) was not 
so aM»cb aUve as usual. The fear of death baa 
been more prevalent than for some time.; and 
for a moment, at different seasons, the fear of 
God's displeasure has given me great anguish. 
Satan has had recourse to various stnatagems, 
to distress my hiind ; while my addresses to a 
throne -of grace have not be6n so fervent as for** 
ineriy, nor my power to abide in prayer so great. 
Within these few days, the Lord has tried me in 
t tender point, and \ am not certain but that 
nature felt more than is consistent with entire 
resignation* Lord, search and try me, and let 
iK» foe prevail. Let my wiH ever sweetly flow 
with thine, as soon as discovered. While 1 
mention my fears and distresses, I would not 
oniH mentioning the goodness of my God, wbo 
bas frequently given me delightful seasons^ in 
secret and social prayer, in intercourse wkh his 
t^bildreu, in his house of prayer, and at his 
fable. 

Jtine 5. I find sutan is a great enemy to the 
^se of the pen, especially i<i this way, and I am 
not always aware of the temptation.^ Since my 
O 5 
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hat jdMe, 1 am seneibfy streogltoied both iit 
body and mind. I baye €4>taiued greater victoriea 
overAatune, than for many moptbs past^ and 
have ako found the word preached more profit- 
able. Upon the whcde^ iny soul b animated to 
ran with greater alacrity in the good ways of 
Ckxl. The passion of fear has not been so pre* 
dominants I have enjoyed ralhi^ more comfort, 
with a greater equality qf spirit, len^per, and 
aflfection. With desire I have been led to em* 
bcace the opportunities that offered in which to 
do good, but still I am painfuUy short of my pri- 
vileges. When^shall I be all I wish i 

— — 18. I enjoy greater nearness to God, 
more sensible comfort^ and aconsiderable increase 
of hungering and thirsting after righteousness. 
The word -preached has been more profitable, 
especdally a sermon on, ^' Blessed are they that 
hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall 
be filled.*' Here I found food peculiarly :#ja.ited 
to my spiritual ^te, and heard my own state 
exactly described : It was indeed a precious time* 
I have also found social praya: and conversation 
with Christians mudi blessed, biit I have had 
liykewise much bodily pain. This, with ine.at 
least, generally lessons Joy, but lave ^and resig- 
nation may be always the same. I perceive I am 
but a babe in sanctification, O to experience 
the strength and stability of a fiither in Christ. 
Nothing short of a plenitude of gospel i^race <:an 
satisfy me, a full and constant enjoyment of 
Father, Sop, and Holy Ghoi^t. 
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July 10. . I am almost At s^ loss to express 
with any degt^ of precision what has beep the 
state of my mixid for several days» I thUik I have 
iiot been so much alive either to yain or pleasure 
in the Divine life as I ought to be. Outward 
trials press hard upon me, and I fear occupy^ too 
much of my attention ; satan, I find> labours 
hard to keep me dwelling upon things without, 
.well kuowing9 if he can cany this paint, he wHl 
.ef&otually diminish my comfort, and add to the 
weight of trial. I am in some measure aware of 
this device,, but not enough so ; for f find the 
more I am alone \vith God, in meditation and 
self-examination,, the more clearly I see solids 
^[round for rejoicing, even in the inidst of many^ 
outward and inward trials which cause heaviness, 
tfear sinking from God, losing any thing I have 
Ifained : I (kead a Laodicean spirit ^ and grieve 
that I have so little of the fruits of righteousness ;., 
ttiat I bring so little glory to God. At the sam^ 
time, I am out of the world in heart and afiectioo^ 
apd driiW no comfort from its follies and vanitieai, . 
w evea from .these eqjoyments^ which many seur 
sible p(9oi4e* suppose essential to happiness. &(y 
spirit is ^ moul^d, that aut of God I can eigoy. 
BOthing^ My views^^ of God and his beloved Son 
ace clear, but they seem like objects discerned b^ 
jvoon-light; there is not that wanntb resulting 
from the sigbtj^that I am accustomed to leeK. 
To-day, in the view of sittii^ down, at the table 
of the l4)rd to-morrow, my heart is lamenting 
my comp^ative distai^ee fvprn the cen^^of bap- 
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piness ; struggling iDto him, and sweetly drawn 
by a powerful magnetic virtue ; but stUl I feel 
faroffl O to get near, and tb keep there in 
constant fellowship. 

•- — 23, Still it is a season of variegated 
trial from almost every quarter. Lately tlie fiery 
darts of satan have been keenly pointed, and 
seemed to pierce to my inmost soul. At times, 
the Lord gives comfort, shines clearly into- my 
mind, and all my distress appears to vanish :— 
the sky is unclouded, and I feel the powerful in- 
fluence of Divine love ; but this pleasing change 
is of short duration, a painful transition soon 
ensues ; the clouds gather ^lackness^ and my 
enemies renew their attack with redoubled vio- 
lence. Yet my veivts of God and Christ are not 
obscured, neittier the relation I stand in to both 
tinperceived ; but from the cruel power of tern po- 
tation and Weakness, little comfort is derived, 
from it. Jesus hath appeared and applied that 
prm6us promise, ''Ye now have sorrow, but ( 
will see you again, antf your heart shajl rejoice, 
and your joy no man taketh from you." I would 
gl^ly infer froqi this, that great and good things 
still await me, when these days of sorrow shall 
have passed away. Hasten their departiire, holy 
Father, and till then, grant that I mny be pro- 
perly exercised, that I may afterwards find the 
peaceable fruits of righteousness.* 

August 2. For the last eight days, the storm 

of temptation has in a measure subsided, and 

^ Christ has felt very nigh and precious, clear to 
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the eye of faith. I have also enjoyed more com- 
fort* ifi fhmily tlevotion, and in secret prayer early 
in fhe mbrhing. 1 have now for some months 
been deeply convinced of my poverty; may I 
theneby be taught to live more than ever by 
s}m|fle" faith in Jesus^ and then I know he Mill 
supply my every need. My heart is pained within 
me, because I arh At too great a distance from 
God r all is either an aching void of severe temp* 
tation, atid yet I do not obtain that fervour of 
spirit I virish. I want to cry mightily to God, 
and to ta^e no rest till he bring me out of trouble. 
I sometimes fear that I have grieved the Holy 
Spirit; and when I make a narrow scrutiny;^ 
several things appear, that I think, perhaps, are 
• displeasing to him ; but yet I am not certain. 
In the time of severe trial, we see things often 
through a false medium, and I frequently am at 
a loss on this account. The light of strong faith 
only can remove suspicions, scatter clouds, and 
give certainty, in doubtful and perplexing cases. 
In whatever state I am in, opportunities for use- 
fulness are eagerly embraced, though sometimes 
not attended with much comfort to myself. 
' Lately, fears of death have passed through my 
mind, and cut keenly a^ riiey darted along. The 
Lord seldom permits them to stay long, but en- 
ables me to fly from these unbelieving thocrgftts, 
and to give them up to himself. AVere I in the 
smallest degree to give way to them, they would 
jnake dreadful havock in my soul. The keenest 
distress I feel at present, is a degree of tinccr- 
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talnty respecting the will of God conceraing 
me, both as it r^;ard8 soul^ body, ami outward 
estate. It appears to me as if the Lord intended 
to make SiOme change; and that by late and 
prescait cUspensations, he is seeking to wean me 
firom the persons, places, and tiung» that at 
present surround me t ikU I leaye to him, and 
<»ily desire a sanctified use of all; that in aU 
things I may be enabled to give up my oxifn wiU 
io him. Could I but glorify him a» I desire, O 
how would this sweet^a every cup^ 

— — 20. A few days after my last date, I was, 
by my Divine Monitor, vrarned of approaching 
trials, and found these words in4>ressed upon 
my mind t " Keep yourself in the-kwe.of Gcwi.'* 
Soon after this, my spiritual joy gradually abated^, 
and trials increased, till they seemed to compass 
me about; to'my own anpr^ension, I had daily 
less power to resist or overcome them. Thh ha»; 
been my state for two weeks,, and still so con- 
tinues. At times, Jesus draws, iiigh, imd smilea^; 
upon me ; but he visits only as a transient fuest. . 
Though i endeavour to rely on the proooisea of 
a fiuthfiil God, my fiuth in them is not so atroi^^ 
as to prevent all fear, when the aspect of. I^- 
vidence appears gloomy or discouraging. Ye£; 
after all I have said, when I sit down to examinar- 
the state of my souI>^ I fed I hav« communion 
with the Father and the Sock By laith I see 
both clearly^ but thrcmgh the abundance of mitr 
wavd trials, and inward coi^icts, I ^oap but li^^ 
sensible comfort fronii it. So true is it^ thajk 
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both in tUngs spiritual and naturd^ it is not so 
pmich what we posses^, as that eiyofftnent of H, 
which God only can giyc» ^at makai us happ]r* 
Th^re seems to be a particdar langui^e in faia 
dispensations of providence and grace towards 
0ie for some time pa&t^ which I do not fully un«- 
deifstand. My way seems hid, my path intricate : 
I see not in seYend cases what is the Lord's will 
concerning me^ and this certamly greatly adds 
to fi[iy distress. 

September 2. Two weeks more of my time 
is elapsed> in more distress of mind, anguish of 
^irit, aiid affliction of body than I can easily 
CSKpr^s. Surely, Ixurd, thou doest all things 
well, whatever I fed, whatever I suflFer. Day 
after day I have looked far the turning of my 
captivity, but in vain :^— I have thought of the 
promises of a faithful God, and attempted^ to 
comfort myself by trusting in them: — I have 
remembered the days that are passed, when I 
bad constant communion with the Father and 
the Son, and walked under the influence of the 
Hdy Spirit ; but all this only served to ahew^ 
in more strikiug colours, the sad reverse which 
1 now experience. Yet God is faithful, his pro- 
mises cannot fail, and I will trust in him. 

%,i^-' 10. Since my last date, the Lord has 
been carrying on his work in my soul by severe 
x>utward trials, strong spiritual temptations, and 
deep consolation. The fiery darts of satan have 
been keenly pointed, and pierced my inmost 
JIQulj at the same time, I have enjoyed a more 
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delightful iRtcrcoiinje with God, e%«en when eii 
gaged in the necessary duties of iifei thinrfb^ 
Home months past. I havettoeen made^tosee the 
King in his beauty, and thie land that is^afarxi^^ 
tn reading the Scrtptuites, in^ fanriiy and secret 
prayer, I have found God at my right* band, an4 
Jesus has been to me a friend sticking ckwer than 
W brother J but still I lobk for greater thkigs thaft 

these- *• * 

^, 29. A precious day,, esp^ally iuicon^i 

versing with the people of God. Qhow delightful 
did I find Jesus to my soul while speaking of bis 
goodness to me ; the place seemed filled with hi« 
presence. In secret prayer, al^o, the Beloved of 
my soul condescended to visit me with the ticli 
communicatroiis of his lov^, and by his presence 
made my closet a delightful paradise. I feh iui-- 
rounded with the Lord :— heaven sprung up in 
iny soul. O could I be thus ever .near to the 
source of bliss. I regretted that the weakness 
of 'ray body should demand reist. Hail, happy 
eternity, when I ^hall serve my God day and 
night, without losing a single moment. TOl 
then, indulgent Father, strengthen me in febdy 
and mihd^Jpind cause me daily to increase ih Ibve 
to thee; a^<l! in* commxihion with thee. ^ ♦ 
November' 41 Mf teperience proves*, -^that 
silence of spirit, andf a^^ constant keeping of flie 
heart with all diligence, tencj greatly to promote 
communion with God. L^'l God invariably be 
the object of our supreme afFection, and we shall 
find this keeping of the he^rt easy and deHgiitAiF. 
It costs T)s no trouble to think, or speak, of those 
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wbom we love. The Lcnrd has beea teaching oie 
ftomevimpoitant lenom this wedc, sad be made 
me trolpiviUttig to learn them. Ooe respects self- 
eiEfamimtion^ I perceive that when I desire to 
know the true state of my soul, and for that 
reiKoii attempt to look narrowljr into my faeartt 
I sbookl begin by acting faith upon Christ, .and 
upon die promises made to believers tbrongh him, 
hi whom they are all " yea and amen/' This 
instantly brings strength and comfort, more or 
less; into the mind, and thereby greatly facilitotes 
the impottaiit woric of self •examioation ; it dears 
our views, and enables ns to see light in IGbd's 
light* fbrinerly, when attempting to try ixgr 
state, if, cm looking into my heart, I tlid not fed 
strong love ^nd faith, [ was <fiscouraged ; and 
thereby gave the enemy ^n advantage over me, 
and nnfltied myself for the workjn which I was 
engi^ed. May my Ood teach me wisdom in aH 
things, bless me with a teachiible disposition, a 
quick apprehension, and a power to retain for 
my own profit every lesson thus taught : — ^I wish 
^so to be qualified to instruct others ; for as I 
fredy receive, I would freely give. 

— 13. Much hindered from my usual re^ 

tirement through intercourse with Christians, 
but endeavoured to make it profitable, and found 
-socml prayer delightful. The Lord still leads me 
forward in different paths of us^fulness^ and 
jiowerfully inclines my heart to employ eveity 
talent to his glory. Through mercy, 1 feel more, 
rooted and grounded in the ways of God, and 
possess more power to confess him before the 
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wDrid. The Lofd slill gives iii« preof a|ter 
proof of tbe ^n^wss of creatiire*-wioyi^mt; 
and of the fulness, realHy, md hhpfmes^y of 
the things of eternity 5 he ghres me also to fM 
lAtff^ thereby not only enlightening my under- 
standing and conTincing my jadgment, bnt also 
persi»ding and inclining my wlU to pursue spiri- 
tual aod eternal objects. 

^ — ^28. For some days I haire . experienced 
Hiat ^' Ck>d is kxne/' I think be is deepenmg mf 
commumon with Mmtelf, shewing me how mneh 
newer I may come to him, and polnting^it imt 
in dtfieient ways so clearly, as to make oae asto- 
tiished at my own blindness, that would not 
permit me to see It sooner. I cannot express 
iiow preeioufri hane found Jesus for afew ofthit 
Jast days; he halfch penmtted me to converse 
with him as a man wtdi bis friend, to sse hisa 
dearly by £iith, and to enjoy sweet union and 
communion wttb him. My life k» now one eoai^ 
thtiued iwluig on him* 

December 2. ^' God is good, a strong bald in 
the day of tcouMe, and be knowetfa them that 
trust in him/' I Ihivc been afilicted, but it 
Imth been a gentle visitation, and not attended 
with that languor I genendly fed on these €X>qi^ 
sions. My God has given me to know him> as 
% Ood iSmt hearetb prayer. I have beoi cop*^ 
▼inced of the great privikge of drawing nigh to 
a throne of grace, and' desired to imi)rove it^ I 
have found it sweet to give God my last thoughts 
at night ; in the m<H9iing> alao, when I awak^ 
O bow deligl^ful to find my heart and a&etions 
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flowing^ spontaneously to my Lord^ while he con« 
descends to manifest hi^ presence. Still my God 
enables me to act for him, with comfort and 
steadiness ; and ^ves me to enjoy him in con- 
versation^ meditation, reading, singing his praise, 
&c. O to be all that God woald have me. 

-**— 20. My spiritual life4s sensibly increased; 
I feel powerfully drawn to a throne of grace, 
and am constrained to abide there. While 
writing to a Christian friend, Jesus was benignty 
nigh ; his Name was as ointnoent . poured fcnth, 
and Iny aool dave to him. O to ecgoy those vm^ 
seanehaUe riches that are in him. Some days 
last week I was oncpmrnonly tempted, and felt 
very wealc } my soul t^udders at what I then felt 
and fieared. In spito of all the Lord hatili done 
forme, h<Mr sooashoald I fail, if not continuaUir 
upheld by Qmnipotenoe* Blessed be my Cbd, 
who does not permit these dieadfid fioelinga td^ 
continue long. Ho}y lather, deliver me fi»m 
them, that I may serve thee in righteousneasand 
true iioUness, without fear, all the di^ of my lifi& 
O when shall I be all I dasiie> I would be all 
love, all {Mmise, all meekness. In shorty I would 
be a living image of that God I serve s I .would 
pfove, to the utmost power of sovereign grace, 
all that elevation of mind-^aU that dignity of 
aientiment-Hill that purity of heart^-Hdl that 
sanctity of manners, whieli true religion inspiKCHi* 
Come, O my God, impart thyself more fully, 
and enable me to love and serve thee with all 
the ^retigih and perfection that the imperfeetim 
of humanity will admit. 
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Lad^ MaxtctiP^ Correspondence mth Lady Henrietta 
IIop/c, 



IN tracing the Christian couree of Ais emi- 
tiencly pious Lady, we have hitherto derived oar 
iilformation principally from her Diary. After 
.this period, niany of her valuable letters, written 
to a few pious frieiids, have been preserved ; 
and we sliaU now gladly avail ourselves of this 
auxiliary aid. From her Diary, we have already 
karnt how she communed with God and her own 
heart: we have seen her steadily advance, in 
fervent pitety to God, and in extensit^and un- 
wearied benevolence to man. Her t^pistblatory 
correspondence will still, in a measure, pursue 
the same delightful themes ; but it will also 
enlarge the field of observation, and give > a 
prominency to differeut traits in her Ladyship's 
character, which eann<>t fail to excite admiration. 
We shall thus behold her, in the relation of a 
spiritual parent, sympathizing in the aiflictiona 
of her amiable and pious dmfghUp ^ arKl with 
uncommon tenderness and fidelity, strivings* to 
pour into her bosom the balm of consolation. We 
^ball see her exemplifying a frieuds^hip founded in 
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religious principle^ and invigorated and regulated 
by the spirit of Christianity. And^ while sbecaunot 
but cbarm^ by her delighjtfnl familiarity of maur 
nef) and simplicity of style, she will continue to 
administer instruction on a variety of interesting 
points^ both of religious experience, and religious' 
practice. 

Lady Henrietta Hope is already known to the 
reader ; and the other correspondents of Lady 
Maxwell shall be aftervimrds noticed. 



LETTER I. 



To TUB 

RIGHT HON. LADY HENRIETTA HOPE. 

January 14, 1780. 

Does my Dear Daughter suppose I want com 
plinients or protestations ? Indeed I do not.-— 
With regard to her, and my intercourse with her, 
(TiY eye is single, and my intention pure^ I wish 
the prosperity of her soul, and the return which 
would give me mbst satisfaction -would be, to 
know that my feeble attempts to promote it were 
iiot in vain. 

If I could, I would remove your every spiritual 
malady v how much more willing must your God 
be to make you all He would have you to be ! I 
believe you would willingly submit to all your 



810 THS IIFB OF 

pntent painful sensations, did yon believe yon 
weie jwt in the way the Lord would have you. 
Yonr distcesS) I know, is heightened fay uneasy 
fears that yonr want of prosperity is, partly at 
least, in yours.df* Could I point it out, I honestly 
would, whatever pain you might feel from the 
discovery. As far as I know, I think you hmv^ 
« tender conscience^ and you sbun dbing violence 
to it : but I am not certain that you have not 
what is termed a doubting conscience, and this, 
of itself, is a source of much distress, that the 
Lord does not mean we should feel ; but till I 
know it is so, I will not say any more about it. 
I think you desire and attempt, as far as you 
know it, to do and suffer all the will of God. I 
believe you have no confidence in the flesh | that 
you endeavour daily to take-up your cross, and 
deny yourself ; if so, why do liot you enjoy more 
comfort ? Nay, why do you not *^ rejoice ever- 
more, pray mtbout ceasing, and in every thing 
give thanks." Were 1 to say what appears to 
me to prevent it, I would tell you : Yon do not 
keep your privileges in view 5 of coarse, y6u do 
not live up to them. You live more by ^ense 
than by faitt. When you examine your own 
state, your conclusions concerning it are too 
much influenced by evil reasoning. You seek 
holiness, I fear, as it were, by the works of the 
law, rather than by simple faith. You dwell too 
much upon your wants i you are not enough 
thankful for what the Lord has already done for 
you. The haste of^unbelicf is not enough sub- 
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daed } a d^ffee of tmirniaring at tames takes 
place (than wbiqb nothing makes greater hayock 
in tim soni) when tonpted from varioas causes 
to fre^ness. Though you do not give way to 
it^ yet you do not strive enough against it : you 
rather sink dovni into a state of despondency-and 
supineness of spirit. Tbese^ I thinks are some 
of your hinderances^ wfaich^ together with a weak 
and sickly body^ and a variety of trials^ bring you 
into heaviness, and jiress down your soul i but^ 
be of good courage, idl sliatt yet be well. I think 
you suffer loss also, from want of interoouse 
with livdy Christians ; and I believe not a. small 
degree of yoijfr distress is of that kind which pro* 
ceeds iiot so much from weakness of faith, as from 
scrtqmioustiets o/cotucieHcei yet even ihh is4iighly 
useful in Us momou. But I ^^prdiend this distress 
will pass away when you obtain niore £Euth and 
love ) when you are more rooted and grounded ia 
the love of God. There are different stages, you 
know, in the Christian life : — ^the young .men are 
stronger than the babes ; the fathers are strongs 
than the young men. When you enjoy the stability 
of this matured state, you vrill then be better 
enabled to ^' keep yourself in the love of Godj" 
and to overcome the wicked one* O that you 
may cpickly experience thi» t . 

I hope the Lord means to give you your sister's 
«oul, whatever may be the issue of her disorder. 
She is laid upon my mind in prayer, and also my 
dear daughter, more than ever. Be not too much 
distressed about not bemg able to abide in prayer 
6 
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on your koees ; give it up to tbe Lord ; He can 
8oon remove it^ or over-rule it for goud^; if he 
permit it to remain* By being so much above 
stairs you will have fewer things to distress yoU| 
and less fatigue of body, and, I dare say, prevent 
colds. May you be enabled to improve ydur 
situation to the utmost. '' 

• ' Miss N — has gri*en a very favourable account 
of me, 1 see, but no doubt I have reason to admire 
the goodness of my God for the health be has 
given me this severe winter. He knotvs I desire 
to use that, and all he bestows on me, for his 
glory.' Had I a thousand lives, I \VtJtdd devote 
them'toliim who has given bis onfy Son for me, 
and permits me to feel the sweet attraction of 
his love very stroligly. He is, indeed, the spring 
of dll my joys, aiid comfort of my brtgblest days. 
1 dwell continually under the covert of hb witigs, 
and find it all my plea for every blessing I stand 
in need of. I am still far behind, but through 
mercy kept hungering and thirsting after all tlie 
purchase of his cr6ss. Be encoulraged, my dear 
madam, io fight for the prize. O how animating 
theptospectofdweliittg forever with theLordiand 
even here enjoying all that he has dearly bought, 
and is freely bestowing on his people ! And this 
belongs to you. , What should discourage you ? 
and why with vexing thoughts should you dis- 
quiet yourself? Will you read and pray over 
the 17th and foUovring verses of the 1st chapter 
of the fipbeaians ; also, from the 10th to tbe 18th 
verse of the last chapter of ditto. I think you 
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will filldbeiiegt from these Seiiptures^ fit^thaak-. 
All thttt you oblliin oomfort m r^adizigHtite BiUe. 
^Phere ai*^ wi^^ reiusons^ for the Lord's varying 
the means he blesses to us ) one is^ idmt ive: may 
idolize none of the(n>^ that we 'may . prise tltem 
^liy and be constai^t in the use of all^-iiot knpw- 
ing which may have the eomimjssion to do. us. 
good. Now> my dear daughter^ J oommit you. 
to jEjfew^ who ** carries the Iambs in his^bosom^ 
and gently leads those that are with young/' 
Your affectionate parent in Him, . D* M.. 



LETTER li. 
TO LADY H. HOPE. 

I regret my dear daughter's illness the more,- 
from a fear that she may not have all thatatten- 
tion Which is needful, as matters now stand.* But? 
I trust fte Lord will make up every want, and 
with his love sweeten every dispensation. May 
you feel him ever nigh ! I think if you wwild 
live more by faith, you would enjoy more com- 
fort. Insisting upon the direct aCt of faith, -espe- 
cially when barren, dry, and tempted, 4s ofteii 
of grekt use ^ it strengthens the mind, increases 
confidence in a jSafdoning God, and frequently 
brings comfort,' by breaking the power of temp- 
tation : but this is a lesson -the Lord hirtiself 
alone can enable us to learn practicallyi for it is 
. Vol. I, P 
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acting contrary to our feelings, our feam, the 
suggestions of satan> and the reasonings of un- 
belief. The Lord has already done much for 
you^ and will perfect what concerns you. 

In order to our spiritual prosperity, it is of 
great consequence not only to obtain, but to ke^ 
a clear view of our privil^es as Christians *, and 
to fix it in our minils, that as all these blessings are 
purchased for us by Christ, the Lord intends that 
we should enjoy them, and is pleased when we 
plead for them, and are importunate. He delights 
in the prosperity of his people. May he soon 
give you to experience the fulness of gospel 
promises, that you may ^^ rejoice evermore, pray 
without ceasing, and in every thing give thanks.'* 
You know what satisfaction this would give to 
your parent. 

Through the goodness of my God, my health 
is much better than usual, and my mother and 
sister are very tolerable. Lady G. was with me 
on Saturday ; Idoked well, and was in^ood health 
and spirits. The disagreeable affair of our being 
examined on oath about Miss D — 's fboney is to 
hapijen veiy soon. May the Lord give crearness 
of thought, power of expression, and firmness of 
mind. Some of the lawyers have objected to 
Emitting Lady G. or me, as witnesses, as they 
believe we are as mad as Miss D. I do not ex- 
pect we shall be able, by our evidence, to con- 
vince them that we are not maid; but we should 
wish to acquit ourselves in a rational manner.. 
Your affectionate parent, b<.M« 
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LETTER III. 

TO LABT H. HOPE^ 

Bdinburghy Feb. 7, 1780. 
Wednesday morning* 

I intended writiiig^ few lines to. my dear 
daughter on Monday, but was prevented by;t^ng 
obliged to *' entertain strangers" the whole day ; 
particulars about te^Aom I will communicate when 
I obtain as mucLleisure as is necessary to explain 
matters. Yesterday, I was rather unwell, and 
was obliged to have company both to dinner and 
Slipper. The latter I shun as much as possible ; 
. but I find there is no general rule but what mvs't 
occasionally admit of an exception. In o/^ my 
God is good, and is indeed a strong hold in the 
day of trial and difficulty. He strengthens me 
with strength in the inner man ; and when t\n- 
common exertions are needful, either as a l^eiid 
of a family, or as a Christian, *' He giveth power 
to the filin|, and increases strength to them thftt 
have no might." '^ Who is a Godlike unto Him !• ' 
His faithfulness is a shield and buckler unto me ; 
because He hath cause4 me to set my love upon 
him, therefore he sets me up on high. '^ O to 
grace how great a debtor ! May my life praise 
him I and may you have more cause than ever 
to adore his goodness. O trust in him with all 
your heart, and ^' He will be as a plac^ of broad 
rivers unto you," wide and deep. 

3ttt I must not forget what you noticed in 
P2 
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your last letter. Great attention is to be paid^ 
not only to th^ commands^, but even to the incli' 
nations oi a parent. I see many inconveniences 
attending either your having a maid, or wanting 
one ; but if the particulars you are to mention to 
Lord H-— n do not give him a different view of 
the matter, I fancy you will see it^as a.duty to do 
what will naake him easy,, and at die same time, 
to do it in the waythatwill give you least trouble. 
But here \ am interrupted, and must cpnplude. 
The Lord be your teacher in all. things, and en- 
compass you' about .^ith his £&vour as with a 
shield . Your affectionate parent in rthe .Lord, 

D.M. 



LETTER IV. 

TO LADY H. HOPE. 

February %6^ \7SQ, 
I tdkc the first opportunity, after 'my fatigue 
of body and mind' is over, to thank my dear 
daughter for so kindly interesting herself in what 
concerned her patent. It is now over y thenew- 
hiarried couple left me yesterday forenoon,- in- 
tending to reach Greenlaw at nighty Newcastle this 
night-; and Mr. C. promised he would not travel 
on Siinday, though greatly hwried, butvvOuld 
go dedently to church. Thi^ vras a piece of work 
in which r little^ expected to be employed-j* but 
I really think the Lord put it into my hafid, and 
stirred me up to a most vigorous exertion of 
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body and miad, and gave me a wonderful measure 
of hef^tb. The part I was to take in it was clearly * 
set before n)e ; and it appeared to me that re- 
ligion would suffer^ I mean be unjustly blamed^ 
if I refused to act^ so that what I did, I did for 
t^e Lord's . sake, and for religion's sake, as well 
as for^the convenience of my relations. 

The Lord saw meet to give me favour in Mr. 
C-^'s eyes, so that what. I said> or did, was 
approv^ He. was anxious to gain my approba- 
tion* From a little conversation with him, I 
clearly saw the way that was most likely to gain 
upoa him, (I mean i;i order to do good to his 
30al) and I took my measures accordingly, which 
suoceeded i so that I saw the effects of it before 
be left ffne ; he welcomed all I said upon religion. 
The night before his marriage I wrote him in a 
polite and kind way, saying what I thought was 
proper cm^the occasion, and asked his acceptance, 
for a place in his library, of Mr. Robert Walker's 
Sermons, elegantly bound ; and when time and 
^circumstances would permit, begged a serious 
perusal of theifl. You would have been pleased 
with bis answer. 

I cannot easily express what I feel, for your 
kind attention in seilding the Bible. I will give 
particulars after. Do, my dear daughter, take 
yourown prudent way to let poor Lady Ann know* 
her danger ? There is, I fear, no time to lose : 
I do not forget. her, knd you are ever on my mitid. 
May all <)oncerned be comforted, and obtain th^ 
sanctifi^ use of what I fear will soon happen* 
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that you may be upheld ! Goodness and 
mercy will follow yow, all the days of your life, 
and you will, I believe, dwell for ever with the 
Lord. Bear, then, with meekness and sweetness, 
the trials of life, I never enterimtied a thought 
of giving yon up : I only regret that I do not do 
you more good. The Lord will, perhaps, make me 
more successful for the tinae to come. If wishes 
-and prayers would do, your soul would grow as 
a cedar in Lebanon. Might I offer my best wished 
to Lady Ann, though unknown ? T^l(> her, I 
hope much good is intended her by her illnesi^ ; 
that the Lord means to wean her from the world, 
and to give her miore substantial blessings ; -that 

1 wish her to enjoy the love of the Redeemer, 
through faith in him, which will sweeten all her 
affliction, and carry her above it with a holy for- 
titude. 

To be ready for the footman, I am writing 
in a great hurry, and forgetting many words.— 
Peace be with you. 

Ever your affectionate parent, D.'M, 



LETTER V. 

TO LADY H. HOPE. 

Monday^ March 13, 1780. 

My dear daughter's Letter 1 intended to have 

answered on Saturday, but was prevented. I 

asked Mr.W. for the sermon you mentioned, and 

he seemed very willing to let me have it, but waa 
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arraid be could only give me the heads, as it was 
not written, and Miss G. he believed, did nor 
hear it. , 

I think the Lord will make up the loss you win 
sustoin by your absence on this solemn and sweet 
occasion. Dr. S. came in on Saturday, when I was 
at Lady L.*$ ; I see his hopes are small of Lady 
Ann. May the Lord enable you to act towards her, 
so as to cut off all future reflections, and greatly 
Uess your attempts for her soul's good. Poor 
Lady G. is not well. She wrote me on Thursday, 
that she was in much trouble and perplexity, aiid 
begged an interest in my prayers ; to which I 
returned as kind a note as I could, and requested 
she would let me know, if she had the least desire 
to see me. She has been worse since ; but to- 
day, the return of. the message is, that she is 
radier better. I intend to call before I seal thls« 
I fear she is meeting with some new trouble 
about her affair. May the Lord direct and guide 
her ! She has my prayers and sympathy. 

May He shine upon your soul, and give you 
to experience the stcibility and maturity of a 
father in Christ. It is your privilege to grow 
in 'grace; and, though some situations may 
appear more favourable than others, for thi9 
growth ; yet we may be morally certain, that in 
every lawful situation, whatever its hinderances, 
or how many soever its difficulties, the grace of 
God is sufficient to enable us to gain all these 
heights and depths of conformity to the Divine 
rn^ftge^ it is his will we should attain. This is a 
P 4 
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cofDibrlaUetlioiigiht^. Bat we tnaygp.«4iU fiirther^ 
and rest >sati8fi6d thsit onr^presomt siUnitioni is, 
what He that cannot err^ sees best calculated for 
our 6pirka«l pioaipeniy. This does^nol?iibply that 
we are iierer to make the least >aheratioii in it. 
No > agood man's ways areec^rtd by the Lord.; 
and He appoints. Mknetimes a variety of chiaBg^ 
for him in the course of his .life; and what He 
appoints Heaaceans for oar good. You seeinr par*- 
tidiriarly caQed to live byfaith. This is n' diffiettit 
life, but it brings^ perhaps, nibre^gloffs^ to God 
than if you walked always in. Ilie. broad lighli of 
his countenance. Living lin bxsWUl ientheigrQait 
pointy whelter we have tnncb jor titlilecoaafortii. 

I am pleased with vi^atyoa write jnet>f Lady 
H. I stiR hqp^ that i things will termkmteweU 
there. MayyoaWAithftd. . Lady:i4l)v'j3 4^h 
was istvAy affectingu - . .I ......;.,.: . . -* 

" So pass the shadowy scenes bflift'aV^ay.**' "'^v 

All flesh is grass^ but how permanent are th^ 
blessings* whicti Christ has purchased for his 
people \ How '• durable' his love !• How sweet ! 
O whut a sooltfsatisfying portion is- He,! All 
fulfieis AvhXL^ in Hini« M^y you riehjy prove 
this. Ever believe rae^.iriy dear daughtCFi your 
affectionateipareut in the Lord, D. M. 

P. S. MaL*gaa*etJofa^toQ left die School 13th of 
Mareh, Had a Bibie. Though notyieJfy Ttaugh^ 
yet very tolerably > so. She has gOM to her 
uncle in the West,. from* the necessitous eincum^ 
startcesr of her parents^ 
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LETTER VL 

TO LADY H. HOPE. 

itf««roA 17, 1780. 

1 would before now, as I promised, have written 
to my dear daughter ; but since Friday se^nnight I 
have not been so well, and have had more writing 
than usual upon my hands. At present, I can 
spare but a few minutes to regret your want of 
health, knd to assure you of my best wishes and 
prayers for your spiritual prosperity. Your situa- 
tion, I know, just now is trying oi) several ac- 
counts : but you know who is with you; you 
know where your strength lies, and how welcome 
you are to use it. Then fear not ; only believe. 
In proportion as you do, you will love and obey ; 
and though you are not yet all you would be, 
.Sovereign Grace can easily effect it. Despise 
not the day of small things ; at the same time 
be determined not to rest short of any blessing 
Christ has purchased for you. Use all the grace 
you have : this is the best way to obtain more. 
O be faithful! Fear nothing but sin; desire 
nothing but God. Thus fortified, you shall go on 
steadily; thus emptied, you shall \>e filled with 
the fulness of him that filleth all in all. Stagger 
not at the promises through unbelief: be strong 
in faith ; and do not reason, *^ if I am a child of 
God, why am I thus ?" ' But, " I am a child of 
God, therefore whatever is amiss in me shall be 
rectified; whatever is lacking shallhe supplied* 
P5 
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In order hereto^ I am exhorted to pray always, 
and never fiunt." Be frequent and fervent^t a 
throne of grace ; pray as yon can^^ and when yaa- 
can, and strive against every hinderance. Thns 
doing, rest assured that the Lord, whom you seek, 
will suddeidy come to the temple of your heart, 
and there sit as ag:e6ner, and cleanse the bipod 
he has not cleao^* Then shall you feel his 
sanctifying power ii^ a greater measure than yon 
have hitherto esppericmced, and sweetly prove 
that perfect Ipve casteth out all fean O that 
it might be now i Look for it now ! 

When I bjegan this, I meant only two or tbr^e 
lines, intending the inclosed to supply my lack of 
service; but in speaking, or writing to you, I 
always find much matter suggested, I trust by the 
Lord himself, and hope that the effects of both 
will prove it is so. You $ee the goodness of the 
Lord in the accounts of the Alcide — what cause 
for thankfulness ! • Lady B — , I hear, is well. I 
spent much time and used many words yesterday 
to prevent Miss -7- going to a ball of Lady W— ce's , 
to which she had unhappily been engaged. 1 
thought it would hurt her character, and be pro- 
ductive of very bac) consequences. Before she lefc 
me, she promised faithfully she would send her 
apology ; but this only to you^ as it would be a 
pity that her intentions should transpire. This ia 
a bad place at present for young people. 

My mother, I have reason ta be thankful, \s 
tolerable. ^U is now quiet; and, upon a re-^ 
trospective view, though 1 have much cause tpi 
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remark the goodness of the Lord^ I feel equil 
cause to regret that 1 have not been more faithful. 
Even this evil my God generally turns to my 
advantage, by making it a spur to greater activity 
and faithfulness against the next opportunity. 
I long to live more for God. Of late, he has 
given me many occasions of acting for him> and 
it is truly ipy meat and drink in this respect to 
do his will. O to live far eternity. Eternity ! it 
is an awful thought ; let us ever keep it in view ; 
then shaU we live as we ought. 

I must now conclude, after saying, it some 
time ago occurred to me, that my letters, from 
being always on one subject, and written with 
many interruptions, must certainly be full of 
repetitions, though you do not say so. 

May the Lord enable you " to rejoice ever- 
more, to pray without ceasing, and in every . 
thing to give thanks," which will give much 
satisfaction to, my dear daughter, your affec- 
tionate parent in the Lord, 3. M. 



LETTER riL 

TO LADY H. HOPE* 

Marcli^Sj 1780. 
How is my dear daughter? — pressing for- 
ward, I hope,, in the good way, though bin- 
derances strew all her road ? No difficulty, up 
danger, need retard our progress heaven-ward ; 
sin only, that accursed thing, robs us of our 
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peace, keeps us bade, and interrfliirtjr that sweet 
communion it is our privilege to cnjtJy with 
the Father of our spirits. I trust you are kept 
looking to Jesus, and feel power to cast all 
your burthens upon him, and to cdmmit 'aH your 
>ays to him in well-doing. If so, he will sustain 
you, he will not suffer you to be. moved. 'Lean 
upbn hirft — live by hitn^-^delight in hira— and he 
will give you the desire of your heart. And what 
is that ? I know it is conformity to your living 
Head, a power in all things to adorn the gospel. 
And is not this the will of God concerning you ? 
Undoubtedly it is. With what holy boldniess then 
may you plead at a throfne of grace for this self- 
same thing, and be importunate wih God; and 
though in so doing yoti may be obliged to wrestle, 
not only against flesh and bloody but also against 
spiritual wickedness in high places,* yet be not 
dismayed: the Lord says, "Hai-e riot I com- 
manded thee ? be strong, be not afraid, for the 
Lord thy God is with thee/' BeKeveme, it is 
your privilege to say, • 

" I fear no denial, no^ danger I fear, 
Nftr start from the trial, while Jesus is near." 

And if you cannot plead thus boldly, be not dis- 
couraged : though often only able to offer your 
feeble petitions with groanirigs that cannot be 
uttered, yet these will find acceptance for the dear 
Redeemer's sake \ he will not cast out the prayer 
of the destitute; God is said to put the tears of 
his people into a bottle* \Vliat encouragement 

2 
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to those that are of a fearful heart ! Jesus says, 
^' Come unto me, all ye that are weary and heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest." He carried the 
lambs in his bosom, and gently leads those that 
are with young; those /who are oppressed, 
tempted, tried, grieved. What can we ask or 
wish more? Only an increase of faith to believe 
air the Lord hath said. May my dear daughter 
be blessed with this, and made to rejoice in t&e 
free, the full salvation of Jesus. 

i feel him precious, my soul delights itself in 
him, I find my supreme happii^ess consists in 
union with him. Q what blessings are conse- 
quent upon it ; he often permits me to lean upon , 
his bosom, *' I taste his love, and cast the world 
behind," but still '^ for closer communion l pine.** 
For greater conformity to him I love, ray heart 
breathes ardently. I now make no apology for 
touching a little upon the Lord's goodness to my 
own' soul, as I have told you my motive. 

I spent about three hours with Lady G^— on 
Thursday evening, when many grievances were 
talked and prayed over, as usual, except one; this 
r avoided ; she is much better. I had an agree^ 
able interview this week with a lad who was for- 
merly at our school. He left it fully taught, and 
went to sea, where he has been fDr some time : 
he came from Dunbar (where his ship liies) to see 
his parent. He really proitiises well. May the 
Lord own that little seminaiy more and more. 
I hope Mr. C— was enabled to be profitable, and 
that you are supported and comforted under youlr 
fatigues about Lady A—. May the Lord bear the 
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prayers put up for ber, and sweetly draw her 
heart and aflFections to himself; and be with you 
wi his own day ; so prays, my dear daughter, 
your affectionate parent, 

Saturday. D*M. 



LETTER VIII. 

TO LADY H. HOPE. 

April 15^ 1780. 

I intended to have written sooner to my dear 
daughter, but the kindness of Christian friends 
prevented it ; and naw I am obliged to give a 
good deal of my time to my little charge,^ as I 
sincerely desire, since the Lord has sent her 
here,, that her stay may answer some Important 
ends. 

I was pleased to receive a few lines from you, 
t>ut beg you will never take up your pen on my 
account, unless when you can conveniently, and 
when you wish it on your awn, as I am fully 
convinced your time is thoroughly occupied at 
present. Your labour of love will be sweetened 
by a belief of your being employed agreeably to 
the will of your heavenly Father i hut sec that 
you do not lay greater burdens upon yourself 
than your body can bear. • You have my daily 
prayers for strength, comfort, and a blessing 
.upon your attempts, for the spiritual benefit of 
Aer, ,sp particularly committed to your care. 
May the Lord perfectly reconcile yoij to his holy_ 

♦ A niece of Lady M — 's. 
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will in this severe dispen^ii^nj and enable you 
cheerfally to give up your dear sister to him ; 
who ean not only give her a very gentle dismis- 
sion from mortality, but put a song of praise into 
her mouth for the comfort of surviving friends. 
This he is entreated to do. May be keep you in 
perfect peace, and through the abundance o^ 
his love, raise you above every painful sensation. 
Affliction, more or less, is the lot of all 
God's people. It is a piece of necessary disci- 
pline for us while in the body, but if it works 
for us " a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory," have we any cause to complain ? Es- 
pecially when, in the mean time, we are sup- 
ported, and often comforted. I trust, he is 
teaching you many useful lessons in the furnace, 
so that you shall find cause to praise him, both 
In time and in eternity. It is a great privilege to 
glorify God in the fires. This favour he confers 
upon you now : O that you may see it in this 
light, and be enabled to fall in with his gracious 
designs; shewing to all around you, that the 
will of' your God is so precious to you, you can 
sacrifice every thing to it. It is only the power 
of sovereign grace that can effect this in the 
human heart. The natural man opposes it with 
all his might ; but the soul that is truly^devoted 
to God, while it keenly feels iti the tenderest 
part, enjoys a sacred pleasure^- In this costly 
sacrifice, you can say with the poet, 

*' As those yre krre decay, we die in part, 
String after string is serer'd ffom the heart/* 

But you ican also say. 



'* Though (1% does ndt call, 

I love my God tritb «tich a love, 
That I would ^rh fato MJ' 

When you find it can be received, give my 
best wishes to Lady Ann, and tell her, she has 
^aily an interest in my feeble petitions for every 
blessing her present situation calls for. 

See that you pay some attention to yourself, 
for the Lord's sake, and for his work's sake : do 
not bear.your burthens alone, Jesus is willing to 
bear them for you; make use of this great pri- 
vilege. Lady G — was with me on Wednesday, 
when we had a very free and friendly conver- 
sation : and in order to form a proper judgment 
in a matter on which she wished to have my 
opinion, I had to mention a subject on which I 
/ iave been silent for some time; but it was done 
in a way that gave both of us- much less pam 
than usual. To the tender care of our great 
High-Priest, whose compassions fail not, I 
commit my dear daughter,. and remain her afTcc- 
tionate parent in Jcsi^s, 

Saturday NoofU: ; D.M. 

LETTER IX.I 

TO. LADY H;fiOPE. 

Friday Ajternoon^ April^l^ \7^6, 

I b^gan a letter to my dear daughter on 

Wednesdayj buk could not get time to finish it. 

Thursday, being fast-day at Leith^ I was thei^eby 

prevented writing, and to-day determined tb 
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send hear a few lines.. MjbIN — came to me' 
early, in the. foirenoofi^ with the (shall I ^^y) 
melancholy ' intimatipn of your dear sister'? 
dismission from mortality*. She seemed- so af- 
ff!cted by it^ I had to keep her a long time - with 
me. But, O how much . mercy is mixed wicb 
this painful dispensation ! How literally has the 
Most HigL.answered the prayers put up to him, 
for yourself and the d^r saint now in glory. 
Yqur letter, together with other circumstances, 
leaves me noxoom'to doubt of the place of her 
eternal abode* 

O how good is God, in giving you strength to go 

through the fiitigues of attending a sick and dying 

bed i in giving you grace to be ■ futhfid to the in--. 

'terfst9 of an immortal i|ou};-.in attaching her so 

luu^h to you^ and thereby more powerfully in- 

climngher to listen to you ; and at last, not only 

. gi vii^ yon her soul, but enabling her to leave some 

evidence of its safety for the comfort of surviving 

friends. May gratitude fill your heart, and praise 

employ, your lips. May her aged parent be 

supported imder the heavy stroke, and, by the 

blessing of the Most High, find the fruits of 

righteousness brought forth' by it. I feel for 

Lady B— , may she enjoy suitable support. 

And now, my dear daughter, suffer maternal 
tenderness to su^;e8tafewhints« In your dear 
sister's affliction, you were enabled to manifest 
Christian fortitude and patience ; much sweet re- 
signation will «dw be expected from you :— glorify 
jiour God by shewing it* Let all arounfl you see 
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that your God liven ; and that as He h the object 
of your superlative hve^ no earthly loss can chy 
up «the spring of your consolation^ or make you 
repine at his wil). In the time of grief^ we are 
apt sinfully to neglect the body; but^ on these 
occasions, a proper attention to it for the Lord's 
sake, is one proof of resignation to bis Divine 
disposals. See that you dwell above. — ^Wben you 
meditate oh your dear departed sister, look not 
down to the grave ; the former spiritualizes, and 
elevates the soul ; the latter depreslses it, and 
9inks the spirits. One stream of earthly Comfort is 
cut off— let your heart now apply to the fountain ; 
and may you much more than ever find Jesti^ ^^ A 
Friend that sticketh closer than a brother/' At 
present, your body and mind is worn out with 
fatigue; — ^impose no long or rigorous services 
upon either 3 neither be surprised if you tind, 
for a time, little strcingth in the one, or power of 
attention in the other. Be much in believing 
looks to Jesus, and select particular and suitable 
passages of Scripiute for your meditation. This 
Will comfort and occupy the mind, which will 
be too apt to dwell on one theme^ if left to its 
choice. May your pace heaveil*ward be much 
quickened ; may the Lord continue his goodness 
to you, and thereby enable you to comfort others : 
many eyes will be upon you at present, who I 
hope will reap benefit from your example. 

From want of time to think and write accu- 
rately, tbis is a very confused and hasty pro*- 
duction ; but flows from a heart desirous of con* 
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veyiiig isomfort to a, beloved daughter, whose spi« 
ritual prosperity is dear to her affectionate parent 
inJesus, D. M* 

LETTER X. 

TO LADY H. HOPE. 

April Wy 1780, 
I doabt not ^y dear charge finds now^ 9s 
formerly, that her God hath not brought her into 
the thorny path to slay her ; but to prove her^ 
to try her, and to do her good. 

God is good in all his dispensations, equally 
so when he lakes, as when he gives. Trials 
sometimes bring us into heaviness; but even 
then, the soul may be prosperii^. The rer 
freshing showers are as needful for the health 
and growth of the plant, as the warm beams of 
the mid-day sun : and^ though an intervening 
cloud for a time may prevent his shining, yet still 
he goes on ^ he runs steadily his appointed circuit. 
In like manner, the soul, though for a season, 
if need be, is in heaviness, and the clouds of 
affliction in a degree obscure the bright light of 
God's countenance, yet she stands not still, her 
motion heaven -wards continues. This is a com- 
fortable thought, and we should meditate upon 
it in the dark and cloudy day* I hope the Lord 
will bring you nearer to himself by this trial ; 
then your gain will be great. May Iw save you 
from all coldness of affection, from all dissipation 
of mind, from every unnecessary desire: and 
in the pursuit of more of the Divine life, may 
be give you to enjoy thes^ blessings the world 
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•knows not of :— ^hese last I truly ptwe. But I 
must conclude. 

Both my mother and sister are coafised to 
bed ; I am blessed with wonderful healthy and 
in tender mercy the Lord has put a keener 
edge than ever upon my spirit to live wholly to 
himself^ to watch continually unto' prayer, and 
to pray that> I may watch. 1 am dso. blessed 
with a deep consciousness of my continual ishort- 
comtngs :-^ow good is God ! Wiien you can 
write easily, I shall be glad to know bow you do. 
My little chaqfe h$s not been tweU, but is better. 
That you may ^^ rcgoioe evermore, pray without 
ceasing, and in everything give thanks," is the 
desire of your affisctionate parent in the Lord, 

fPednesday. D. M. 

P. S. Poor William has- been- ill these eleven 
days. In the midst of so much bodily affliction 
in the family, what matter of thankttilness that I 
am from health enabled to minister unto them all. 

LETTER XL 

TO LADY H.HOPE: 

Jprii, 178Q. 
I would have ibquired after -my dear 'charge's 
prosperity before now, but my family h£^ in- 
creased by the addition of my eldest brotifaer, and 
his daughter. This, together with headrachs, 
has kept me silent, though not forgetftil of one 
who is often the subject of thought and prayer. 
May He^ who of late, more than ever, I have 
proved the hearer and answerer of prayer, re- 
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^ster the daily petitioos put up for you by your 
patent ia the Lord^ and in his own time, whiclv 
IS: the be8t, answer diem ; then all your spiritual 
complaiuts will be baniahed. God shall be unto 
you as a place of broad rirers, wide and deep, 
and jrou abtll walk with bini, Enoch-like; and 
a& the King's daughter, be all glorious within. 
Rest assured this is the will of your heaVenly 
Father concerning you; plead . his promises, 
believe his word> and you shall feel it : be of 
good courage, ^^ddU^ht yourself in the Lord, 
and he will give you the desire of your heart ; 
commit thy way unto him^ and befihall bring it 
to pass/' I heard a profitable sermon on these 
woixts last night; and on Wednesd^ evenings 
one from, ^^ Who is this that cometh up from t^e 
wilderness, leuiingon herBeloved ?" O, if I could 
convey to you the happiness* I experienced under 
ii. The Lord was present of a truth; I sat under 
his shadow with delist; his. fruit was more than* 
sweet to my taste, while he appeared altogether 
lovely, and gave me powerfully to feel the at- 
tractions of redeeming love. May you fepl him 
thus nigh, when you read of his undeserved 
kindness to your parent. 

But I fear, iayour present trying situation, the 
enemy wiU'Whisper hard things of God. O'believe 
him not, but, though you shoilld be tried to the 
uttermost, from without and from within, still 
trust, and. believe all is well and wisely ordered ; 
that though ^f weeping . may endure for a night, 
joy will come in. the moming : ' ' this you are war- 
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ranted to believe^ because you love God, and^ 
are daily endeavouring, through faith in Jesiis, 
to do and suffer all his holy will : the present 
dispensation calls for the latter in an eminent 
degree ; may you feel constant resignation, anif 
be enabled to say, 'Ht is the Lord, let him do 
what seemeth him good." This temper will glorify 
him, and increase your own comfort, and also 
malce you more useful to others. I know not 
whether what I now write suits the present frame 
of your mind ; I shall be glad if it does, and still 
more so, if it affords-the sm^^ consolation. 

I took a long airing on 'Imirsday with Lady 
G — ; she was poorly, both in body and mind ; 
our intercourse was pee and sweet. My little 
niece seems a fine gM, but will require much 
attention and care. )6f that I may be faithful and 
successful. I felt BlAuetant to the charge^ from 
different causes ; %ut I look upon it as a piece of 
work^ven me to do by the Lord, and, as sucb^ 
would sweetly submit. She has been much in« 
dulged, and mostly brought up with her brothers^ 
which has given a masculine tincture to her 
manners, and strength,, and self-will ; yet she 
seems inclined to listen to me. A g^lt Thrkey 
bible has procured mc some influence with her ; 
which I hope will increase ; to my daughter I am 
thus particular. I think you have been of use to 
Mrs.H. 

May you be strengthened with strength^from 
on high> in body and mind, and be kept in perfect 
peacie in the midst of many trials, and to-morrow 



DAKCY, LADY MAXWBLL. 336 

feel the woixjl oCypur God spirit and life^ in private 
and secret $ and al^o be blessed with the gift of 
convincing speech. So prays^ my dear daughter^ 
your affectionate parent in the best of bonds, 
Saturday. D.M. 

LETTER Xir. 

TO LADY H. HOPE. 

Ta^mouth^ SepL Ay 1780. 

I did not mean to write to you till I heard from 
yoxi ; but I am importqned to do it by this post, 
that yoii might apply to Lord Hopetown in fevour" 
of Mr. Y — , for the parish of Bathgate, vacant 
at present by the death of Mr. W — . I make 
no doubt it is engaged already, as he has been 
in a dying state for some time. Dr. W— and 
Dr. H— ^ seem to have it much at heart to provide 
for Mr. Y — . I believe he is a good man,' and 
might answer very *well in a small quiet parish.s 
I suppose all the advantage that would accrue 
from an application, just now to Lord H — n, 
would b,e an opening for preferment on some 
future occasion, if he be properly recommended 5 
I mean by persons not suspected of enthusiasm. 

I should be glad to hear how you made out 
your journey, and how Lady G — has been since. 
You have both enjoyed all that air and exercise 
can do for you this summer ; I hope both wiil 
be b^enefited by it. 

t move on here in my coniiqed sphere, with 
little ot. either f but it is the sphere of present 
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Sutfi and that miikes it pleasant. It is a great 
prlvHegc to be permitted to smooth^ in any 
degr^e^ the path of old age^ to attend the dying 
bed^; and to attempt to lessen the distressed of 
that painful period. O that at last my dear 
V parent may have a gentle dismission from mor* 
tality^ with a bright setting suni 

I have been much distressed with the tooth- 
ache since you went, even to agony 3 but cannot 
express how much of the presence of Jesus I 
enjoyed at the same time ; indeed it beggars all 
expression, for faith seemed lost in sight, and 
hope in full fruition. O what a Friend does the 
believer * enjoy ' in Christ! What cause have I to 
praise him ! 

*< My Ood, the spring of all my joys. 
The life of my delights ! 
The glory of my brightest days, 
And comfort of my nights." 

iTruly I may say so ; but I want more of his 
image, more of his mind, more of his Spirit : 
my heart pants for more power to promote his 
cause, to live to his glory. I make no apology 
for writing thus freely of m;^self ; you know I 
mean by it to lead you to admire the Bestower^ 
not the enfoyer ; to increase your love to him, 
and trust in him. But that you may not suppose 
my joys are without any alloy, I must add, I have 
endured must severe inward conflicts, which even 
the sensible presence of Christ could not remove. 
Indeed, it made him more precious to. me; I 
found my own weakness, and that without him 
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I should have been cQnsu&ied in a moment by 
the power and malice of my foes. With love to 
Lady G — ^ and a maternal blessipfi; to Lady H. H. 
I continue, while she msibes it, her affectionate, 
parent in Jesus, D. M. 



LETTER XIIL 

TO LADY H. HOPE. 

Tuesday y September 19, 1780. 

I have not been able till now to inform my 
dear daughter, thaton Sunday morning, the 17tfa, 
between twelve and one, I lost my dear parent.* 



* On tills mournftil occasion, Lady Maxwiell made the 
following entry in her Diary : — 

** September 27. ^ Words cannot express what I haye gone 
through since last date. It has been a time of great out- 
ward distress, occasioned by the death of my much'-loved, 
and most affectionate parent. Her advanced years, and an 
affliction of some months, might hare prepared me fbr her 
dissolution. In a measure I was led to apprehend it, yet 
when it came, it was truly painAil to endure. My judg- 
ment, and, I hope, my will aequiesced ; but my feelings 
revolted. Nature felt keenly ; and what added greatly to 
my sorrow, she was not able, when near death, to speak to 
the gloiy of God, to triumph over aU her doubts and fears. 
Yet I cannot doubt of her eternal happiness. She sweetlji 
fesigned her breath. without sigh or groan^ and, I trust, fell 
asleep in Jesus as 0|ne of the saints. ** They that sleep in 
Jesus will God bring with him." A sable cloud of grief 
bas overspread my mind : my health has also suffered ; 
tny spirits and nerves have been much affected. O that I 
Vol. I. Q 
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From indispositioii of body^ and want of proper 
recollection, I cannot enter into particulars. My 
nature has felt keenly; and though I hope my 
judgoijent and will acquiesced in the dispensa- 
tion, yet there was a great struggle between 
nature and grace. She, I trust, is with the Lord. 
** Her languishing head is at rest, 
Its thinking 4nd aching are o'er, 
The quiet immoyeahle breast 

Is heay*d by affliction no more : 
The heart is no longer the seat 

Of trouble and tpfrtiuing pain ; 
It ceases to flutter and beat, 
It liever shall flutter agahi." 

These words liave passed sd often through my 
mind since iSunday, that they have ftoWed alndiost 
unintentionally from my pen. Farewell ! Re- 
member me to Lady G. and believe me. 

Your affectionate parent in Jesus, D • M . 



LETTER XIV. 

TO LADY H. HOPE. 

Edinburgh^ Nememk&r 4^ i7%0. 
I fcMind n^ dear dinsghteFs lettei^lt^t night on 
coming liome. I had intended going to Glasgow 



may glorify God Under this bereaving dispensation ! I 
atten^;»t to roll my burthen upon him, ■aad.'belisirehe will 
not saffer me to be materially mored. Hie sm^<^ of n^ 
soul is much agitated, but at bottom are the greaads ef 
safi^ty, comfort, and Joy, as usual. The pveeenl in a irnson 
of h^gaTiness through manifold temptatioiw. O that I may 
, %• Vioiight ottt of them all, «s gold tried in tbe firei 



,if» 
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on Wednesday for diffisrent reasons^ but was taken 
ill on Taesday mornings and confined for some 
days, which prerented it. 

CoqU I with propriety V have avoided it, I 
would: not have oome to town Uiis winter. There 
is a sad hbnk in my house> and my dear m<rther's 
imi^ is iever present with me. I mourn in« 
Wardly !for her, yet I trtrst I am resigned Jto the 
dispensation that deprived me of her. Yes ; I 
think the Lord did well and wisdy; and I also 
tUnk I do not grieve his Spirit in feeluq; the loss 
of a much -loved parent. Praised be my 0od, I 
can belifive sihe is with Christ. ^ 

I had mach retirement in the country, ^i^ I 
trnst good was done to others. 1 iook Ronsaine 
with me, and kept him diligent in visitiog Ike 
sick, giving money to the poor, instruoiion to 
the ignorant, iUstriboting books, and exhorting 
and examining on Sunday evenings, and you 
trould "be. surprised with his talents. Sometimes 
we bad 70 or 80 hearers. They shew a ifon* 
derful desire to be instmcled, though,. I am soriy 
to say it, diere is ihe most inoonoetvaUe igoo^ 
ranee among them. 

I am muck burned this mornii^, and haiw only 
time to say, Aat I Jiope your soid;and body are 
better. I dUnk you ahoidd oome in, unlesa jm 
nie^mKd reasons against it : if so, you. will not 
be a kn^by your stay. The Lord dipsct yn&i in 
ail things, prays TOUT afieotionale parent, 

D.M. 
. P* S.i lam belter ; Jesusis with mei yet itis 
m JUitmw9f taaoptattoii of uariaus :kuids. 
Q2 
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LETTER XV^ 

TO LADY H.BOPE. 

. Edinburgh^ November 15, 1780. 

I wished and intended to have written my 
dear daughter on Tuesday^ but was prevented 
from different causes, which I regretted, because 
I think she is rather low at present, and I fear 
temptation is prevailing. Why are you cast down ? 
Why is your soul disquieted within you ? If you 
are in heaviness through manifold temptations, 
you know this is permitted by youir heavenly 
Father for wise purposes ; and, by his blessing, 
I hope it will produce salutary effects. 

There are t^o observations made by that good 
man Haliburton, which I think are applicable to 
your case, so far as I know it. They are, *^ that 
we must never judge of our state, by what we 
feel in the time of tJistress and heaviness. — That 
in order to form a just estimate either of our- 
selves or others, we must balance the present 
grace with the present temptations, otherwise we 
shall always undervalue it." You have lately, I 
see by your letters, had severe trials, both, per- 
haps, outward and inward. Now if the grace 
which was given you, enabled you. to, sustain 
them without murmuring against God, it was 
greater, upon the whole, than that which before 
enabled you to rejoice. I am not surprbed that 
these pressures weigh down your ^oul, and, in a 
degree^ darken it for the present ; and though 
you should even for a season lose the . dii^ct 
witness of justification, it will not be;loog tiUiiie 



DARCT^ LADY MAXWELL. 'B*! 

Sun of Righteousness break put again and shine 
bright upon your soul— perhaps to-day, perhaps 
while you read this ; for he is a God at hand, and 
not afar off. But take care that you do not griere 
his Spirit, by indulging gloomy thoughts, *^Man 
was not born in shades to lie." Arise, and shake 
yourself from the dust: what strength you have^ 
use it for God, and he will increase it : work 
your work by times, and in bis time he will 
^ give you a full reward. 

Never be afraid of hurting me by any thing you 
impart to me; always write and speak freely 
when you wish it; perhaps, reading the inclosed 
may animate and comfort you. 

The Lord will, I hope^, make up your loss in not 
l^ettihg in on this solemn occasion; it is a pre- 
cious drdinance^ can the annals of time, or 
records of history, produce such an instance of 
love. The Lord of Glory dying for sinful man I 

« p Lamb of G»d, wad ever paia, 
Was ever love like tbiiie." 

Lady G — is looking wonderfully well, and is in 
good spirits. 

I have ^et a small subscription on foot just now 
for my chairman, John Thompson, who has. lost 
his all by fire on Sunday last, except the clothes 
he had on, and hie chair. May I put down your 
name for a small matter ? — I have been confined 
since Sunday night with a cold, but not to bed. I 
hope your maid tarries with you. With maternal 
affection,! remain, my dear daughter, your parent 
in the Lord. . D. M. 

Q3 
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LETTER XVL 

TO LADY H. HOPE. 

Saturda^^ November U^Vfeo^ 

Thbugh feeble and laBgtiid from yesterdfty'v 
affliction in my head and stomachy 1 wish to write 
you a few lines, as I see by your letter that you 
are rery low. I think, from what you write me> 
it proceeds partly, if not altc^ether, from ybur 
body. Nothing so weakens the body, and of 
coune the nerves and spirite, as the- complaint 
you mentioii. J hope by proper care, and die 
blessing of the Most High upon the meariiused, 
all will be set soon to rights again. Lhope you 
take light and nourishing things : Jellies^ strong 
brothsj chocolate, &c. ftc. If your stomach will 
dige«t it, a' bit of solid food/ with some^glaases 
of rod port ; if too heavy cold, pbyBiciaiis^ say, 
that arsmdl proportion of warm water put to it 
makes it lighter for a weak stomach, and still 
more nourishing; I am glad you- are able to go 
abroad : take care of cold. O endeavour to be 
sweetly resigned tt> the will of your God, whatr- 
ever aspect it weftrs ; he means all should wock 
for your good. Do not dwell upon disagreeable 
events, either past or present; consider how 
much worse things might be, and from thence 
draw matter of thankfulness* 

Parting with a dear friend, after five months 
sweet eiyoyment, would no doubt ti^ your tender 
feelings ; but remember how unexpeetedfy God 
Vestowed such along time of comfort^ and other 
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thank him for it^ than mourn inordinately when ^ 
fi^eparated only for a time from your friend ; and 
do not forget^ that wherever you are, the Eternal 
Chdisyaur refiigej underneath you are his ever^ 
lasting arms. How safe then, and how privi- 
leged ! And though I confess the want of a 
Cbristifm friend, to 'speak to when in trouble, is 
a great privation, yet you must remember, Jesus 
is ever with you. In all your afflictions he is 
affliptod ; he is a friend that sticketh closer dian 
a brother ; his ear is open to your every prayer; 
he bears your sighs ; and if it can afford you any 
consolation', remember you have an affectionate 
parent, within a few miles, who wishes to give 
you every proof in her power of her maternal 
love, 

Lady G ■ was witfi me on Wednesday, she 
looked weB,«Bdin good spirits, and much satisfied 
with her intended journey. She said, she had 
had a head-ache for some days ; but her looks 
did not indicate any complaints. I saw her in 
the morning, after she was in the chaise^ and 
she looked well and cheerful ; had a fine day, and 
was to be at Seljdv'k at night, at Long-town on 
Friday, and Penrith oa Saturday;, Mr. J — goes 
that length with her. Mrs. N — is just gone, 
after sitting an hour with me ; she also is well and 
in good spirits. I have just received your letter ; 
am happy to see by it you are better, and I hope 
that you will wax stronger and stronger in body 
and soul. The guinea was most linexpected, 
please to return grateful respects. The Lord has 
Q4 
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^Vonderfally succeeded my little ftttetopt for the 
chairman. 

Your tears are caused by the weak state of 
your spirits and nerves^ and also your bad dreams. 
I am no stranger to either^ especially distressing 
dreams* An increase of faith and love is the best 
receipts Keep your mind easy; be not too ri- 
gorous in your exactions from either mind or 
body at present* Your path of duty^ just now, 
is to suffer the will of God ; when he gives you 
more health and strength, he will expect you 
should do it : rest satisfied, he will never try you 
above what you are able. 

It is by no means an uncommon temptation, 
to be cast down instead of being animated by 
bright examples of the power of God. I mysetf 
have formerly felt it ; but strive ^;ainst it. And 
now, my dear daughter, farewell. May the Lord 
disappoint all your fears, and exceed yonr expec* 
tations, prays your affectionate parent in Jesus, 

D.M. 



LETTfiR XVII. 

TO LADY H. HOPE. 

Edinburgh^ 6th Decembery 1780. 

I was afraid my dear daughter's silence %vas 
owing to her situation being no better than when 
she wrote before, and am sorry to see my suspi* 
cions have been too just. I have no doubt but all 
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is in mercy^ and am equally certain that the Lord: 
will not try you above what you are able, because 
he bath said it ; neither will he, I trust, permit you 
to bring any reproach upon his holy name. Re- 
signation is what he chiefly calls you to at present, 
without reasoning upon what is past> present, or 
to come. Pray for a silent spirit. Say not, ^^ why 
is it thus ?" But,T-'^ Lord, what thou wilt, and 
how thou wilt, only make me altogether thine." 
This is what you wish, and this is the will of God 
concerning you. How often have you prayed 
for this! and ^ if the Lord is taking his own way 
to answer your prayers, and carry on his work 
in your soul, should you not ^e satisfied? At 
present, I am persuaded the state of your nerves 
and spirits is the cause of most of your distress : 
the former being out of order, clouds the mind ; 
depresses the spirits ; unhinges the whole frame ; 
cuts asunder the sinews of all active endeavours, 
either for the present world or futurity 5 incapa* 
citates for just reasoning, either with ourselves 
or othei*s 5 and often leads to the most erroneous 
conclusions. On all these accounts, there is not 
only a propriety in, but necessity foi:,- avoiding 
all investigation or examination of our spiritual 
state, till the sky clears, and the clouds scatter,- 
and the nerves and spirits have recovered their 
proper tone. The Lord, I hope, will bless the 
means you are using for this end, I am sorry 
you should apprehend that confinement will be 
necessary for months ; if it is, should not you try 
Q 5 
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m dMAhet-hoi^e? U not porter tmv stnnig' for 
your stOBfiBicli^ wi^hotit exercise ? It is for mine. 
- WhateWr does not digest^ created flatulency^ and 
. greatly increases these panicks and unpleasant 
sensations ydn mention. Even port wine^ I find^ 
frequently heti^y upon my stomacfa. 

IX) not grieve the Holy Spirit by a too great 
attachment to the creature. I used to think you 
quite free here. O seek, and Jind all your happi- 
ness in God. Be satisfied to have, or, want the 
creature, as he chooses. It is this only th0t pro- 
cures the truest enjojrment of worldly good. I 
trust your captivity will soon be turned, and a song 
of praise put in your mouth. Alt the painful feel- 
ings ypu mention, 1 have experienced at different 
timei, and have also been favoured with wonder- 
ful victories over them, when I least expected it. 
I mention this for your encouragement. 

I have been unwell, since I wrote last, with 
various complaints ; and to-day, much so with a 
bead*acbe« The school account has been ready 
many monfiis, but a point of delicacy prevented 
ifty sending it ; and in my last I entirely forgot 
to say, that I wished you might do nothing in 
money matters but what was perfectly convenient. 
Your charities, I suppose, have been more ex- 
tensive this last six months than Usual, and there- 
fore^ I thihk, the ^5 due to the poor at last term, 
may be dispensed with, as my la^t remittance is 
not all expef&ded. I must conclude, after saying 
I hdpe nothing I have here said will hurt you. 
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You never mentioned a IVtiss S.'s dependant 9tate^ 
that I recollect. When you can easily write, 
shall be glad to hear how you do. Look every 
minute for deliverance^ and ever beUeve me^ 
Your afiectionate parent in Jesus, I). M. 



. ^ LETTER XVIIL 

TO LAPY H. HOPE. 

December 35, 1780. 

I would ^before now have answered my dear 
daughter's letter, but I have had a cold, which 
lifflicted me a good deal, and has confined me 
these ten days p^t, part of the time to bed. I 
could only return a verbal message by ttie servant 
yesterday ; to-day, I am rather better, but my 
eyes have been much affected, wbjch mu^st be ap. 
apology for a short letter. 'f 

I am veiy much indebted to you and Lady G. 
as are the students, for contributing so cheer- 
fully towards their support. I do not see I 
could, with any propriety, give them wine, as 
it is the necessaries, not the delicacies of life, 
with which I mean to supply (hem, and even that 
only in order to enable them to pursue their 
studies: I shall therefore pay into their stock 
rf] . 5s. which, I think you say. Lady G. values 
the wine at, and also the guinea and half in my 
hand, and may the Lord bless and smile upon the 
feeble attempt made for his gloiy. I do think it 
is a capital charity, and if 1 was rich would cer* 
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tainly do something towards establishing a fund 
for it.* 

Your complaints of yourself, my dear Madam, 
may be just, and they may not ; but these feelings 
seldom hurt us if they do not degenerate into 
despondency. ' If they do, they prove pernicious, 
because they then weaken our hands, and, as it 
were, cut asunder the sinews of our endeavours 
to get free from them ; but if they prove a spur 
to prayer, believing, and activity, they answer 
valuable ends. The most holy, faithful, and fruit- 
ful Christians, have reason to be ashamed before 
God that they come so far short* of what they 
ought to be, and might be. Even they, while in 
the body, are at times in danger of sinking into 
supinen^ss of spirit, and of thus becoming sloth- 
ful. We must not cease crying, ^' Evermore 
quicken us, O Lord, and we will call upon thee ; 
draw us, and we will run after thee.'*' 

Now that the year is drawing neaj- a close, 
may I ask, how stands your book of spiritual 
accounts ? You have had many mercies, many 
help%, many trials ; out of some of the latter yon 
have been delivered ; others are permitted,' fcgt 
wise ends, to ren\ain. Give no answer to my 
query tinless it suits you ; but believe my daily 



* This alludes to another of her Ladyship's charities, — 
She for many years contributed toward the support of some 
df the pious Divinity Students, in the University of £dln* 
bnrgh, when she found their circumstances were such at ta 
require assistance. 
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prayer ascends for your spiritual prosperity, and 
that of your amiable friend. If Lady T. H. is 
with you, I hope she will receive lasting benefit. 
I find Baxter profitable* Smith's book, I think^ 
may do good : J mean to circulate it among my 
young friends. In some places be is too minute^ 
and descends beneath the dignity of his subject ; 
in others he is hardly enough guarded, and some 
readers may find fault. 

But I must have done, after wishing Lady G. 
and you the possession of every blessing the birth 
of Christ has procured for sinners \ and as many 
returns of the season as shall be for the glory of 
God, the benefit of mankind, and the profit and 
comfort of your own souls. So prays in sincerity, 
my dear Madam, 

Your ever afBfCtionate D. M. 



The selection from her Ladyship's papers for 
this year, shall be closed by the following extracts 
from her Diary. 

" December 4. I think my soul has suffered 
lately from two causes. The^r^^, a want of full 
resignation to the dispensations of Providence : 
the second, too great fears about worldly things • 
this had nearly degenerated into anxiety. I de- 
tected the workings of this evil while in the house 
. of God. My intention was^ good : I wished to 
manage my temporal affairs with discretion, that 
in nothing the gospel might be blamed. But 
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wlien ia any tUng we excwdy vmepr. The apostle 
says, '* Be careful for nothing ; but in every 
thing, by prayer ahd sl^>pl}catioo> with thanks-* 
giving, let your requests be made known nnto 
God/'*. Here is pliun dufy; thai performed, 
re$t therey and leave all toQoiu But how easy 
to slide into anxiety. This temptation assumes 
theappearanceof a /oicciaifeconcern about worldly 
things, and is not easily discerned. Holy Father, 
in all things may I be taught of thee ! For some 
days I have feared that I was not so zealous aa 
usual in atten&pting (p do good : I doubt not in 
this my hands have been weakened by the preva-* 
loice of the above-mentioned temptation. 

-^~- 25. The Lord is good. He still favours 
me with delightful enjoyment oi himself, and 
gives me to know him as the Qod who heareth 
prayer, and who performs all things Tor me. He 
has wrought out a great deliverance for me, 
though not in the way I expected and had at- 
tempted, and which did succeed agreeably to the 
views and desires I then had : but from several 
causes my views and desires were suddenly ^ 
changed, while I was kept much in prayer for 
direction from on high, and for submission to the 
' J)ivine will. Suddenly, matters took a very im* 
. looked*for turn, and deliverance was sent me 
from a very unexpected quarter. My views and 
desires were also made entirely to correspond 
with that mode of deliverance appointed -t I trust 

' » «■ . ■ ■ ''" ' ' ■' '■' J ill I IH.WII, I W »% II 1 1 ,, 

* I^il. hr. e. 
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by him who -cimnof err* All who were immedi- 
ately* eoncerned were made willing to fall in with 
my inclinations^ though contrary to their own 
interests^ in so remarkable a degree, that I con- 
duded, surely this is the Lord's doing. ' Yet it 
was so opposite to what I had thought, only a 
few days before, was the will of God, that it had 
almost proved a stumbling-block. I pleaded 
earnestly with the Lord that I might be presented 
from evil reasoning ; and that the enemy might 
not be permitted ta gain any advantage over me, 
by sug^sting that God did not hear me, neither 
direct my steps 5 but that I was left to mistake 
his will, and to follow my own unsettled incHmt- 
tions. In this respect my God has been tender 
of me 5 my mind has been kept in peace, free 
from unbelieving febrs, and unprofitable reason- 
ings. I am perfectly satisfied with what has 
occurred. I have also felt a grateful sense of the 
goodness of my God, and my trust in him is 
hereby strengthened. I have had sweet but short 
visits from Jesus, and have found him truly pre^ 
cious. 

30. I have devoted an hour and half for 

the purpose of taking a retrospective view of 
this year — of the Lord's dealings with my soul— 
of the mercies received — ^the returns made — of 
outward trials and inward conflicts — of deliver- 
ances from them — and of my progress in the 
ways of God. Upon an impartial inquiry, I saw 
I had received many mercies, had gone through 
many temptations, and had experienced many 
deliverances from them'— had enjoyed a goo4 
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measure of bodily healthy with a sensibility of my 
obligations to God for it, and strong desires to. 
improve it to bis glory. I have enjoyed, in 
general^ constant desires for an increase of grace, 
for the full accomplishment of the promises rela- 
tive to sanctification, and. these desires have 
been steadily breathed forth in prayer, though 
not always with the same degree of frequency, 
and fervour. Through the greater part of this 
year, a degree of uncertainty, with respect to the 
state of my soul, as it relates to the blessing of 
sanctification, has frequently perplexed me, and 
I believe, has deprived me of much comfort 1 
m^ht otherwise have enjoyed. The use I en- 
deavoured to make of this trial, was, to cry more 
earnestly to the Lord for the full accomplishment 
of the promises ; that he would shine upon his 
work in my heart, and give me to see light in 
his light ; that I might give all the glory to him, 
while I took the comfort to myself. I have seen 
and felt more of the emptiness of the creature 
than formerly, and have had more power steadily 
to confess Gpd than ever. Upon the whole, I 
hope, if any thing, I have rather gained ground 
this year ; though I am deeply conscious that I 
have been very unfaithful, veiy unfruitful, little 
better than a cumberer of the ground. If my 
God sees meet to spare me another year,, O that 
he may quicken me in his ways ; cause mc to 
cleave to him,, and to follow him fully as one of 
his witnesses for the truth ! May lie ever enable 
me to see the way in which he would have mo to 
walk. 
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Correspondence with Lady Hope— Mm RUchie^The 
Hon, Miss Napier-^ R^ections on temptations-^ 
Diary continued. 



LETTER XIX. 

TO LADY H. HOPE. 

Edinburghy February 14, 1781* 

I wrote a few hasty lines last night to my 
dear Daughter ; having nipre time to-day, ma- 
ternal affection inclines me to be more particular 
than I could at that time. I trust you feel the 
same degree of strength in body and mind that 
has been graciously allowed for some time. One 
capital stream of creature comfort \» now cut off, 
by the wise appointment of Him that cannot err. 
I know you would wish the strong. current of 
affection, which ran in that channel, now to re- 
turn to ihe fountain: and surely your God wills 
it too. It is the beat improvement that can be 
made of affliction j and O, what gainers are those 
who thus improve it ! They are wise for themr 
selves, they are wise for others, and they are wise 
in the estimation of God. In order to be thus 
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\TOc, much prayer is needfu) ; peculiarly so in 
these seasons, because the emptiness of created 
i;ood generally then appears m a very clear point 
of view, and the heart feels more disunited from 
the things of time, more susceptible of Divine im- 
pressions, and more desirous of being closed 
united to what appears a substantial, a lasting 
good, of which neither our own dealth, nor that 
of others, can deprive us. From these causes, 
the prayers of the afflicted are more free from 
worldly desires, are offered up with more fervour 5 
and are, I believe, more acceptable to the Most 
High, than those that asqend in the sunshine of 
worldly prosperity. To use a plain simile, the 
iron is hot, and the hammer moulds it more 
easily than when it is cold. May the Lord pour 
*. spirit oS prayer upon my dear daughter at this 
time, and mtise her fk^equent and farveolt at a 
throne of grace; that she m^ come out of the 
fbmace more pure, and sensibly prove her afflic- 
tion brin^iig forth the peaceable fruits of righte^ 
^ttsness. 

There is one device of satan to whidi I fear 
you may be exposed just now, and from which 
you niay suffer 5 and therefore, with ttie freedom 
of a parent, solicitous for your profit and comfort, 
I would caution you €^ainst it. Do not dwell 
upon the distressing thought of not having ob- 
tained die evidence you wished of your dear 
fbther^s eternal welfare. This often diminishes 
the Christian's comfort, grieves the Spirit of God, 
mni proves a fruitless source of pain. When the 
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thought, CKscorSy cany it to God, sod by prayer 
entreftt him, if agreeable to his holy wiU> to give 
you. that persuasion of your parent's happiness 
that will satisfy you ; and if denied, to give ;fou 
power to leave it with himself, who is the Judge 
of all the earth, and who will do right. The 
Lord, in some cases, gives the former; and when 
that has been for wise ends denied, bestows the 
latter ; may he give you what he sees best for 
you. 

' He loves you better than you believe^ and wil) 
make (dt work for your good ; I fear that both 
your body and mind, will sink in a degree; be 
not surprised at it, nor too rigorous in your exr 
actions from either. At present you are called 
to believe^ to love^ to suffer. When stronger, 
active service' will be expected; but not till then* 
I hope a proper attention will be paid to the 
bod^ for the soaFa sake. If you look on ipe as 
a parent, see that yoU' use me as such, by writing 
me freely, and telUng me if in any way^ except 
by prayer^ I can help you. The eternal God be 
your refuge, and underneath you be the everlast- 
ing arms» 

Lady W.'s situation calls for much ^mpathy ; 
W tosa ia great ; may the Lord make it up. All 
will feel less or more. This is not their rest: 
how hftppy wre those that find reat in Christ. 
When you can easily, I shall be gl»l to know 
bowyoudo* According to custom, I have been 
mudi iBtermpted since I began this, which must 
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excuse many improprieties* Believe me, my 
dear daughter^ ever your affectionate parent in 
the Lord. D.M. 

LETTER XX. 

TO LADY H. HOPE. 

Edinburgh^ March ^7, 1781* 
I thank my dear daughter for her letter which 
1 have just received. I was desirous to know 
how she did^ and the more so^ lest any thing I 
^ad said^ had helped to make the scale prepon^ 
derate ia favour of remaining at O. H. and 
perhaps thereby hurt her health. I trust your 
determination was of Ood ; it appeared to ine 
from the beginning thie most excellent way^ (and 
in this path I would ever wish my dear daughter 
to walk) even without the knotoledge of parti- 
cular circumstances. Those you mention in your 
last do not surprise me^ and still more confirm 
my judgment of the propriety of the choice you 
have made : that it is denying yourself I doubt 
hot 5 but the cup, I hopCj will be sweetened by a 
sense of the presence of your God, and a con- 
sciousness of having done what you believed 
most for his glory. If the Lord make you 
useful in healing breaches, or preventing their 
widening, it will afford you more pleasing sen- 
sations than the Bath journey could have given 
you ; considering the service done to others, be^ 
sides the claim given you to the blessing promised 
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to the peace-makers. Be not discouraged though 
you cannot pray as you would ; perhaps the Holy 
Spirit never more effectually helps our infirmities 
in this way, than when we feel as if entirely 
unable to make known our wants by prayer and 
supplication : still continue to embrace the op- 
portunities offered for secret prayer, and the 
Lord will, in his own time, give the spirit of the 
' duty : in the mean time rejoice in the continual 
and prevalent intercession of your great High. 
Priest, who is tenderly touched with a feeling of 
all your infirmities. O dwell more upon the rich 
privileges to which you stand entitled, in virtue of 
your union with him. What a rich source of 
sacred consolation should this prove to you in your 
darkest and niost disdonsolate hours. Though 
from weakness of body, weakness of faith, re- 
maining corruption, the power of temptation, 
and the force of various trials, the joyous sense of 
it may not always be your portion. Yet Jesus re- 
mains invariably the wisdom, the righteousness, 
the sanctification, and redemption of every be- 
lieving soul. O plead your privileges in the face 
of satan and sin ; for all is your's, because ye 
are Christ's, and Christ is God's. 

But I must now mention the distress of ^our 
friend Mrs. Hunter and family. The dear little 
infant was called home this morning. Sh« bears 
it wonderfully. It is a very severe trial ; may 
the Lord make it up by an increase of communion 
with himself. I mean to see her this afternoon. 
I saw the child, some days ago^ 4ind gave it mj 



398 TilB UMU OF 

blessings wMoh felt sweet: I did not think its 
jrace was to be so short; but Oj how moch better 
IS it with the Lord^ than in the body ! How 
uncertain all worldly enjoyments ! O diat both 
parents may be blessed with that sweety that 
unutteraUe peace which creatm^e-wffiforts can 
neyer bestow, I have had ma^y pains and adies 
for days past^ bat feel much cause of thankfulness > 
that I am not confined to bed. Our neighbour^ 
Mrs.B-*"-^ is summonedhence most Hneocpectedly; 
in the midst of affluence^ friends^ and children^ 
and her husband abroad. She had. just pur- 
chased Mr. C/s house. *^ So pass the shadowy 
scenes of life away V* While we Uve^ may we 
live to the Lord ; when we die^ may we die to 
the Lord ; living or dyings may we be the Lord's. 
Wednesday morning* — Since waiting the above, 
I have been near two hours with Mrs. H — with 
satisfaction. She is in a sweet resigned spirit, 
though feeling much. I am indebted for the two 
copies of Aileincj and obliged by your Informing 
me about Lady Gr— • That (he Lord may ever 
guide you by his counsel, and revive you by bis 
grace, is the prayer of, my dear daughter, your 
ever affectionate parent in Jesust, D, M. 

♦ 
LETTER XXL 

TO LADY H. HOPE. 

Moj^ 16, irai. 
I hope my dear daughter got weU home, and 
suffered no bad effects from her little excursion to 
town I «nd that her mind is in some roessure at 
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peace, cobccrDiog the subjects of convenation 
then considered. With the freedom of a parent 
I would say^ you require more firtiiude and les§ 
feeling, for your own quiet and happiness. You 
have only to ask it, and he who ^^giveth liberally 
andupbraideth not," will bestow it. He bath 
promised to ^^ withhold no manner of thing that 
is good from them that walk uprightly." ^^ Seek," 
then, '^ that you may find -, knock, and it 9kall 
be opened unto you." 

But uo degree of grace will exempt you from 
trials 3 these we must expect while hi the body, 
and should endeavour to bear them with a holy 
fortitude, and a sweet spirit ; knowihg that they 
ai^ permitted for wise purposes, and, through 
grace, answer valuable ends. Be thankful; the time 
hastens on apace when sin and sorrow shall be 
no more, when all tears shall be wiped from your 
eyes, and th^i you shall for ever bask in thd beams 
of redeeming love. Amazmg thought, that sinners 
should be thus honoured, made thus happy. O 
the height, the depth of Divine love I Who can 
fathom it ! Arise, tb^i, my dear daughter, and 
shake yourself from the dust of griefe, .fears, 
temptations, trials, &c. &c. Put on your beautiful 
garments, the spotless robe of Jesus' righte- 
ousness. With this he has clothed you ; arrayed 
in this, bold shall you appear in the presence of 
God, and conquer death, sin, and hell. What, 
then, ^ottld ^courage you? Surely the high 
praises of yoitr 6od should ever be in your 
mouth. 
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Not being so well as to go abroad^ I have not 
seen Mrs. H — since you was with her ; but I 
hope yoii convinced her that your objections to 
her proposal were well founded. 

Inclosed, for the sake of exactness, is the 
school account. Upon looking over my bibles, 
I am three short of what is necessary for the 
children that are to leave the school at this term ; 
do you incline to send any of your's, if you have 
any ; if not, I can easily pix>cure them here,/ 

Since writing the above, I received youHetter, 
and with pleasure learn by it, you were not the 
worse for being in town on Monday, How good 
is God ; to him only we are indebted for all our 
mercies ; therefore to him be all the glory. Many 
thanks for the agreeable intelligence about 
Lady G — . I am to-day much afflicted 'with 
the head-ache and tooth-ache, and not able to 
be at the church ; but in every situation remain, 
my dear daughter's affectionate parent in the 
Lord, D. M, 

Thursday. 

LETTER XXn. 

TO LADY H. HOPE. 

Magi5j 1781, 
I wrote a few hasty lines to my dear daughter 
on Tuesday morning, since which I had her 
letter, and was sorry it was not in my power to 
make any return to it by the chaise. Why, my 
dMr madam, make any apology for doing what 
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I hkv^ MpMledljr asked yoa to do. IfwnHngi 
fHdy to me wUI give you aiiy ttXi^^ ym 
know it M^l ^ve me sodBfrnedm. Do not be 
sUraid of aflSkting me ; llie Lord wilL m* perniitz 
nie to feel any more of that^ than will answer 
a good fmrpose^ U^at good do wt leap fMn^ 
fMeodsy If they do not bear our bwrthqw^ aa 
well as partake of onr joys ? I eincer^ sym^ 
paihize with yon^ and daily ^aideavmnr to »*• 
member* yon before Him^ who is -afflicted in all 
yomr afflictions. I wish I could admimater oomp* 
forttoyoit. I think many of your painfnlfeeUmpa 
at presetiit^ are the xe$ftXx of powttftil tenqptalMnit. 
The devices of satan are mcaqr and BabOa; bote 
fear Inm' not; fly from bim^ if yon cannot natatf 
bim steadfastly by fiuth : { mean^ do not venlnrei 
to reason with him> but fly to Jeana^ and le«a 
upon Inm as the Beloved of your aoo!, and hov 
will .give you victory. O that be wonU nnMe^ 
upon yoU) %o as to banish aU your laars. 

I found him sweefly near hat ni|^^ whilei 
hearing asermon ftom^ ^^ Whoaa this that cmnetbi 
up from the wilderness^ leaning lEqxm her B»- 
levedl'^ I would wUUngly suppeni aay own eom* . 
fcif t3 eotild ( convey to you what I thc» felt. But . 
J^us ^is as much ymstr Friend aa heia mJM« ; wiili 
be then withhold from ybfuany di^pPM of coaao^ 
lation he seies for yxHir good^ OnOj looklo^ 
bim Ir^fikith^ and he will supply your eveiy want^ 
and prove a Friend dearer^ faifinitely dearer^ than 
uny earthly companion. O that wh3e you read 
tihiese few simple lines^ you may fiodhim difiuaii^f 

VoL.L R 
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a heavenly sweetness tliroughpue your soul^ and 
thereby enable you to cast youmelf and all your 
cares upob him, so that for the fntijure you may. 
praise him for all that is pasty and tru^t him for. 
all.that is to come. Arnen^ and amen.. L«t>rd^ 
hear .and answer the prayer.of/thy servanti» 

I bo^ y0u are mistaken about Uie statie of your 
soul :. I daubt.net but you ^re, in believing that you 
are^an incomrenience in the family^ and usdess. 
May the Lord direct you in all things^ and give 
you. to Jbelieve that he does. Be not surprised at 
want of health at present ; the strong . and con- 
tinued east /Unhd is bearing hard upon, many 
muck strongeir than .you. As the wearier grows 
milder^ your complaints, I hope^ will lessen. I 
Icnow the weakness of yaur body presses down 
yoncsoul^ but all will bef over-ruled for good. 
My affiction was from bile in my stomachy which 
cahified continued head-aches and sickness : but I 
am better. Q fi>r . a hefutt flaming with grateful - 
loire to iGod for aJI his;mercie^, I O for more z^al 
fdr hbiglory^: mere lactivlty in his cau^e^ and 
moisecohfotcnity to hi^ wiU ! I h^d ^Mch satis- 
faotioniln examinipg tliQ >$chplars that left the 
sntooLat tUalerm^: .Inclo$^ is.a no(;e of Ihem^. 
and of sthose-.iaidlnUted* . l^ cfdled away, and 
inosfe «oiidu<le With, my b^^t blessing. ]^esj my/ 
dfArldaoghter'a affectionate parppt ii^ (h^fliorii^ 

"^^Avniih mid f'. /i \r;fj i.t r / ; • ."f-*-* -t^y. *>- );|t 
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LETTER XXIII. 

TO LADY H. HOPE. 

Edinburghy June, 1781. 

Not baviBg it ia my powtf to do more on this 
Qcca^on for my dear daughter^ I have endea- 
voured to foUow her with my frequent petitions 
to the Father of Mercies^ for her preservation, 
comfort,: and . usefulness, upon the road; that 
she mig^t be brought in peace to her dear friend, 
after having seen and felt the loving-kindn«» of 
her.Ood and Saviour; and I hope my feeble 
prayers will be heard in her bebiyif* Whal cannot 
God do for .those that love and serve him; and 
what has not Christ purchased for them! ^tt, all 
is theirs. How rich is the charter of believers, in . 
virtqe of their union with Jesus; the blessings 
of th^ upp^ and nether springs are theirs ; ample, 
provision is made for their .every want in time; 
and blessings, more than heart can conceive, are 
prepared for. them in eternity. O who would 
not be a Christian. . 

My dear daughter, in spite of sin apd satan, 
triumph in your privileges/ while you, Martf Uke, 
He low at the Redeemer's feet. O that he would 
speak from the . m^cy-seat, : and say, '^ Arise, 
shipe, for thy light is con^e, «nd the ^ory of the 
Lord is risen. upon thee;'' then all your fieClers, 
WPOld fall off, aod you would arise, go foi'th, and 
follow the Lord with still greater vJgoiir and 
» R 2 
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comfort than ever. We know that ^^ tight is sown 
for the righteous, BXiA^gladness {or the upright in 
heart;"' and that though ^^ many are the aJBSictions 
of the righteous, yel^ the Lord defivereth him 
out of them all ;"* comfortable words ! The Lord 
has already made bare his holy arm in your 
behalf and brought sttkatiQn to yotir souL He 
hath brought yo^olit of dftfkbeds into his mar* 
ibbUo«8 light, fKid Tegisttved yottr name in his 
book of life. O wiMtt entf ess pndse is due for 
tiwse iiurafaiablft btesikigs t And Whiit remains, 
but that fOQ fellow on (p kbtm mofo and m<Mre 
of the goodiipss of the Lord; gain greats* and 
gieUxr degTB^B of oonformity to the Divine 
imagB; spend, aodbe sp^tin the cause of him 
ueho baa done so nanch Ibtf you ; tbat at last yon 
iktey have an abuntau ontyftnce ministred nnto 
yoa into tbe mansiona of otehMl felicity, where 
ytm AbH castyovr crown at tiie Redeemer's 
feet> aiviatng the ^^ngj^fMostelAdtte Lamb 
fpr ever and for tsver. 

W|iat you say:ia nnsiwnr to my mvitatfon, sa- 
tltfieBine,ithatmy!ipfNadbenslott was wrong. Ilia 
an agreeable surprise to hear thatydu felt so mneh 
I^ at iMllBg wiOime; I Mi^ tfao«q^t.tliat 
snfth regltl; wouht hmre lip^ mof tly Iqst in derire 
IQ gefc&«)m. OM. tngether wifli the prMpMt of 
fattKhapifiRetaisn tm^g witli a dtar fitend^ 
ladeBd,^ from ioy:knQwlsdge of myself, I am not 
yrmeitob^liveiaAjr c|De can bp-nNKhattadied 
tskmp^ The two isUana of Idttan sl^ 
teidenm^ 



BARCfy LAJbt If'AXWBLL. 

A& it respects the young ttikn ; firom the dr« 
cumstaoces you m€0tioD, I sbidiiild'tiiiiilritwxyiild 
be well to let him hftve tl^ ki^KMley phtf ( it niiglil 
prptiably be of more service at thii^ time^ when 
bis expence will be great id fitting oiit for tbe 
Bast Indies^ tbau three titties tbe stim afterwards^ 
when perbaps be may bare saved mo«isy. It is « 
suitable occaricn for a present^ and will save you 
tbe trouble of putting him in your will i by eoe^ 
nomy^ perhaps^ you wiU malce it up ; but if you 
live^ and want^ you can easily borrow that sum t 
this is contrary to.ray general rules^ but these 
must always admit of effeeptions. 

Since writing the. above^ I have received your 
kind letter* Thanks to a gracious Ood for his 
goodness in carrying you so far in safety. I have 
been prevented writing so soon as you wished.' I 
hope Mr.M/s opinion is good, and wf!l sattsfjr. 
Vou will read !n the papers of poor Colonef W-^'s 
death. May God speak to your fieart with 
sweet power, and raise you above all your fears 
and weaknesses, and greatly sanctify your inter- 
course with Lady G — and any of his people you 
may meet with ; may he also bless tfie waters to 
you, by putting healing virtue into them, that you 
may return to us with a thriving soul and healthy 
body. All friends here are well, f joined you 
vrith me yesterday in a collection made by the 
*' Society for propagating Christian Kriowledge ;** 
we had a good sermon by the minister of Atfoa, 
upon ''The writing was Jesus of Nazareth, King 
of the Jews.*' Afterwards Mr. and Mrs. W— 
R3 
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^brtaUewilh eadi other. So prays^ nqr dfiv 
daughter, your ever affectionate parent^ io the 
best of bonds, D. M. 



LETTER XXV. 

TO LADY H. HOPE. 

Edinburgh^ July 84, 1781. 

Several things have conspired to prevent my 
dear daogbter hearing from me till now, the 
particulars of which I will not take up her time 
in relating. Suffice it to say, it has not been 
•altogether bad health. I have had a return of 
the bilious complaint, but am better, only this 
very sultry weather enervates me much. 

I am pleased to hear that Lady G — ift getting 
bettert and hope you have had onfy a threatening 
of your complaints. It gives me satisfaction to hear 
that you have obtained more full and comfortable 
views of the faithfulness, wisdom, and goodness 
of God in his dealings with you. This will 
naturally lead to stronger confidence in him; 
to more communion with him ; to greater zeal 
for his glory, and activity in his wi^. May he 
enable you to hold fast what he has bestowed, 
and daily to increase. 

The word of God, and the Christian's daily 
experience, prove the proneness of the heart to 
depart from the Chief Good, the grand cause of 
which is unbelief. Our wanderings are just in 
porportion to its prevalence. By faith we stand. 
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and our stability dependB upon tbe d^ice of 
futh wepoGsess. Happy those who are blessed with 
a large measare of this Diviiie prtnciple ; they are 
thereby enabled to cleave steadfintly to Jesus, 
in whom all fulness dwells^ and to derive front 
thence erery needftil mspfiy. He is the centre of 
rest to the beliefii^ soid^ and the anfy soarce of 
comfort. May you folly and experimentally 
prove this. 

I am uncertain whether I shal| get any things 
done this summer^ the season is so far advanced, 
trad the weather very hot, and my niece still 
vnih me ; but all will be over-ruled for good. 
Nothing but sin and foVbf reign here. At present 
tiie town is full, and satan busy. O that the 
Lord would open the people's eyes, and shew 
them where trte happinesl^ is to be found. 
Mrs. H— is much better. — My sister remnia 
best respects.-r-Give my kindest love to Lady G*«; 
and accept of the maternal benediction of your 
affectionate parent in the Lord, D. M. 



LETTER XXVI. 

TO LADY H. HOPE. 

Edinburgh, August 9i 1781. ; 

What has become of my friends at Taymouth 9 

I wrote my dear daughter about two weeks ago> 

bat have' had no reply $ I hope it ia not owing t6 

want of health. 1 saw by Mrs^ H— «'s letter Lady 

R5 
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Gh— wu not so well as her friends could wiish. 
Does she continue poorlyi or has change of 
air been blessed to the establishing of her 
health ?-*-! long to hear particulars of both her 
and you. 

However outward thii^. go, I hope you both 
enjoy the presence of your Bdoved ; that can 
sweeten the bitterest ciij^. The Christian's life is 
a warfare at the best ; happy for us^ we are not 
called to fight in our own sti^ength. Were, this 
the case, we should be overcome by the weakest 
of our foes, but Jesus is our strength as well as 
ourrighteousness ; therefore, through faith in him 
we are well able to overcome, our strongest ene- 
mies. O what a source of constant consolation 
does^ur union with him afford us ; because be 
lives, we shall live also. He is all in all to the 
bfUeving soul. O rejoice in, and live up to 
ydur great privileges; then will you ^^ rejoice 
evermore, pray without ceasing, and in every 
tbiog give thanks.'* 

I have been a good deal afflicted with rheu- 
matic complaints, and a disorder in my stomach 
and bowels, which affected my nerves and spirits. 
I wish to welcome all that is appointed for me, 
to have no wish but the will of God ; to cleave 
alike to him in sickness, as in health ; in adver- 
sity, as in prosperity ; and in death as in life. 
My sister and niece leave me to-morrow : I hope 
) ^ball get to the country the beginning of the 
week, I fancy to Saughton-Hall ; I am to have 
a positive answer about it this day. I hnve made 
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much inquiry abbut other places, bub can find^ao 
other. I have foiteerly pbtained health in that 
place ; and though at^ present it has the disad* 
vantage of the youiigwoman dying there, yet I 
think I can put up with it, by sleeping in an^ 
other room, or perhaps in the same, with another 
bed. The painting and plaistering necessary^ to 
be done in my house, requires my absence for 
three or four months longer, and therefore a 
house: near the town suits me better than one at 
a distance ; and if I find the country answer, I 
may perhaps winter in it : but all future thkigs 
are uncertain. 

Give my kind love ' to Lady Gf — . Mrs* H— 
continues well, and air friends much as you left 
them. Farewell; may the fulLaccompHshnieot 
of every gospel promise' be the sweet experience 
of my dear daughter 5 this will give comfort to 
her affectionate parent in the Lord, . D. M. 



LETTER XXVIL 



TO MISS RITCHIE. 

Saughton-Hallj November ll,'178il. 
I would before now have, acknowledge the 
receipt of your kind letter, dear madam, Jbal-vd^ 
soon after I received it, I went from home^ and 
was absent a long time. I have been mlTieb'in*- 
disposed for many months, and also in heiEMiiieV^ 
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thioiigli numifidd temptatioast I eodanA severe 
inward coBfiyk^ts ;. through amt^y my laith did 
BOt fail^ but my joy was much abatod. The cap 
I drank was Indeed bitter; but thanks^ eternal 
thanks to my Qod^ who stepped in for my relief: 
he rebuked the advensary^ and put a song of 
pi^ise in my mouth. I now ^oy peace in all 
my borders. The Father and the Son make their 
continual abode with me. Jesus is preciousy and 
I behold him as the King in his beauty : he is 
ever present with me^ and whispers sweet peace 
to my soul. Help me to praise him^ for the deli- 
verance he has wrought out for me ; and permit 
me to entreat you, to be earnest at a throne of 
grac6> that I may bold fast the blessing bestowed^ 
aatcl reap all the bendSt Intended by the severe 
dtapeaaation, I feel weak and helpless in myself} 
but my Divine Friend is near^ in whom is strength. 
I Btitt am far short of what I expect to be. 1 
have eixceeding great and pi*ecious promises for 
my^ncouragement ; and he who cannot lie hath 
said, not one word shall fail of all the good 
things whereof he hath spoken. 1 hope your 
soul G<H)tinues to prosper, and that you enjoy a 
, measure of bodily health. Cap you meet me 
at eleven o'clock at a throne of grace every 
moriMiig ? I have it much at heart to wrestle in 
migkl^ iurayer with God^ for the accomplishment 
«| mm promises be has giv^> and m^ for die 
fMBlMce of my Christian friends; amos^ whom, 
if IiMigr be permitted, I would wilUng^y reckoa 



^ying ti^Mit «lie.l49tolt would aend b?r healthy 
and a cure^ and reveal abundance of peace and 
frutli unto ber^ I remaia h^ afiiMtionate friend, 
in tbe beat of bonds, D. Maxivtikll.* 



LETTER XXVIIL 

TO THE QON. MISS NAPIER. 

1781. 
DsAa Mias N — y 
I am obliged to you for letting me know by th^ 
return of post the particular^ of your journey to 
Lainsbaw« I am sorry it has not been more 
agreeable i but still there is reason to be tbank&I, 
becausfi i( might have beei» worse. I hope by 
this time the painful effects occasioned by the dia-« 
agreeable occurrences yoi; met with on the voad 
are well over; and thatyo^ find yourself bi^py 
with your two amiaUa friends at DounhQ|m> 
where ypn will have mujch precious time, wbicb 
you could not commaixd in ^e MetrepoUii^. Your 
hours, I doubt notj^ glide softly on ; same spent 

f -» — >— ^K '-r' i ii . . i »i >-» ..i» ■■ I. u » ■■■■»'■ ■■■ r >» 

* Wm Rkchie (now Mts. Mortimer) was long an in- 
timate IHond and con g a pondc nt of the Iste Rer. John Wesley. 
At his reifiitst, sbe first vrolB to Lady Maxwell, and an 
iiiterchan|;e of tetteis wall kept i]|p for several years, thoagb 
they never enjoyed a personal interriew. She has surrived 
most of her early religions associates ; remains a stea^ 
meptber of the Wesleyaa Society, and is ** rejoicing in.bope 
of the glory of God." 
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in riding,, isbme in working:, ftad not a ' few, I 
hope, in reading. 

From the knowlec^e I have of your library, I 
know your books are much calculated for the 
improvement of your mind. It gave me satis- 
faction to see the seleci collection you possess ; 
I hope you will reap much benefit from a serious 
perusal of them.. In vain do we look for hap- 
piness from the things ai\d persons around us. 
They may amuse a little, in the time of health 
and prosperity, but can yield no solid comfort in 
a dark and melancholy hour. But in every siti^-' 
ation, those hours we spend in conversing with 
God and our own heart, will prove consolatory 
seasons : too many live strangers to both, there- 
fore, they are miserable. Happy, those, whose 
minds are divinely illuminated to. see, and whose 
wills are happily determined to choose, that better 
part, which shall never be taken from them. They 
possess peace, and joy unspeakable : they rise 
superior to' all the ills of human life, and with a 
holy indifference, view the smiles and frowns of 
a vain world. Fixed upon the Bock of Ages, 
they remain unmoved. Every event of Provi- 
dence^ whether joyous or adverse, with which 
they are exercised in this Tale of tearSj is by the 
intervention of a Divine agency ov^r-ruled for 
tlieir good. In all things they are guided by the 
unerring counsel of the Most High,' in time; 
and by his grace prepared for everlasting fiap- 
piness, in v^ternity, Happy people I > Whp would 
not be a Christian ? ^ 
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- I know my yowdgfrieiid ^desires to bid one^ 
therefore, as I wish h6r happy, I wOuld. entreat 
her to be in earnest ; to spend much tio^e in 
reading the sacred oracles of truth, and in 
breathing fervent peJ;itions to heaven ; that she 
may not be permitted to rest short of a thorough 
change of hearty of a vital union of soul with 
the Lord Jesus Christ, This, only this, can iay 
a scriptural foundation for present peace, or 
future felicity. The Vorld> the devil, and our 
own heart oppose this great work lyith- all their 
mi^ht : therefore, it is necessary that we put forth 
all oyr strength ; while, at the ^a<ne time^ vf e have 
no dependence, but on the free mercy, of God 
through a Redeemer. I hope you will tl^ke all 
this in good part, ks you know my motlTe'; and 
believe me, dear Mis? N~, your real friend, 
&c. ScckQ. D. M. 



LETTER XXIX, . 

TO LADY H. HOPE. 

- ^ Saughton-^HalljBecember ZBf.lTSlf ^ 

Many, very many are the prayers that are puC 
up this day to the Hearer of Prayeir by real 
Christians, because, as it is thought, tm this 
memorable day a Child was born, a Son was 
given. Though we cannot exactly fix the precise 
lime when this glorious event took place, yet 
we are sure there was a day when it happ^nedy 
tad therefore we are safe in remembering il ^ not, 
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indeed^ »i too nmay do^ in rioltKg nfld \ra»ton- 
ness; but in prayer> praise^ and ihluikigiying. 
O whttt nnnnmbered benefits accompany and 
flow fpom this unspeakable gift to a lost world 1 
How many have we, even we, experienced!' 
If we endeavour to reckon them we cannot ; 
they aire more in number than the haiis of our 
head; O that by our lives we may be enabled to 
testify our gratitude ; and may every revolving 
season increase our power of so dmng. 

Upon a retrospective view of the past year^ 
what cause have we to pndse our God for spi- 
ritual and temporal mercies. How many trials 
bas he brought us tiiFough ? How many troubles 
has he supported us under^ and delivered us 
from ? How many snares has he broken that were 
laid for as by the adversary of our souls^ when 
he poured in. as a flood? How often has he lifted 
up a standard for us ? How frequently has he 
disappointed our fears, and been better to us 
than our expectations ? How often has he revived 
and comforted our souls in public and private ; 
and when in perplexity, made our way plain 
before us? Surely we have reason to say, ^^ He 
hath done all things well :'' be is the God that 
performetfa all things for us. But what returns 
have been made for all this profusion of good- 
ness ? Alas, we have too much caiise to lay our 
hands upon our mouths, and our mouths in the 
dust } to blush and be ashamed, to stand aato-. 
nished at thts Iwg^suffQrio^ paiimce of our Qo^ 
in spatlnf; such cumberers of the grcmiid. a 
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that the iime ptuit may «iifl^e wfaerem \ve 
baye trifled^ and coiae «o:far sboi^ qC the gldry 
of God : thiough graoCj may we fly nfifwh to that 
sacred Fountain opened for us ; there may we 
wash and be cleati, aiM ^ may the residue of oar 
lives be a continual looking to Jesus, and living 
by faith upon him, TlieHj Enodi-^Kkeii «re shall 
walk sweetly witb our God> and expeti^iice much 
of his goodness. 80 1ft it bp, 8fnu3kH>$ Lojed. 

I thought our MtnA had ^en quite strong by 
the accoonta I heard from dMferfluft gmtfters. Th^ 
sweating is a complaiiit she had the first y^iM c^ 
my acquainteuQ^ witb her> when she Was in 
much better health ttiaa qow» She toid me tttent, 
thatitttsedtocofneonintbeworuings. If it does 
40 110W3 perhaps getting up might prevaot it* 
May the lord order all well that eonoenis her. 
Give her w^ Ipve Md best wisb^. .Yqh A» not 
say whether your health is tol^mble. : O th^ 
your soul may prosper ; cleave to Jesu9^ aed be 
etrong in him $ then you wUl be tiyeiy and happy 
wherever you are* Were you hurt by the qeestton 
I put in my lapit ? I would not wilHng^ grieve 
you. 

My health is^ through ng^€V9y> veiy tolemblei 
in that respect, this place has ausweiiad weU 
hitherto; but it has its incottveme^oies :— my 
wafit of a carriage increfises th^n^ Did I keep a 
chaise, I sboi:4d see you often. AM nom die God 
of beavM fill yon with faimcielf, a^A makeaU prace 
tp abound in you and towards yen; jnay he be 
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n ^uti to cbmfbrt yrni, «id shine with His beams 
of grace upon you.' '- Farewell' in tHe- tiord. Ever 
yoiir'i, with iJecdon^ D. Maxwbll . 



' While Lady Maxwell Was thus endeavouring to 
counsel and comfort her afflicted friend I/ady H — , 
she was, in the course of this year, frequently the 
subject of painfbl fnilispositiou. But she had 
learnt to practise well, those lessons of patiei\^ 
submission and Christian confidence, which she 
4IO affectionately enfoirced upon others : firmly 
' believing, that eveiy afHiction was designed for 
her good, she fervently prayed that she might 
receive the intended benefit; and her Diary 
affords abundant evidence that^these praters were 
answered* She has also recorded several seasons 
of severe conflicts with the powers of darkness ; 
but in die Strength of Omnipo^eiit grace, she 
went on, from conquering to fcohquer. And 
what is worthy of remark, these cdnflicts and 
coi^quests were generally succeeded by peculiar 
manifestations from Ood, and by the possession 
of more than oirdinttry degrees of happiness. 
When the Saviour of men had resisted all the 
wiles of the devil, ^^ angels came and ministered 
unto him." Her Diary, for this year, proves that 
she experienced a growing deadness to the world; 
a deeper consciousness of her 6wn insufficiency ; 
a firmer reliance upon Christ;, and the most 



intense desires to devotcLJberself, aod aU she.haclj 
to the glory of God.. The following extracts will 
confirm these remarks. 

^^ December 22. My enemies often threaten 
aiid attempt to disturb my peace^ ,but are not per* 
m^itted^ beoiuse the Lord rebukes them^ I am 
kept very conscious of my weakness, which 
prevents aU coDfidence in tj^e flesh ; and. leads qie 
to live by faith,, and constantly to look to the 
Strong for strengjth.: Jesus is the only foundation 
for present comfort, or future felicity. Ihave 
little of the m^nd.tbat was in him, in (xnpparisou 
with what, is njy j^riviiftge. I am much 5tript of 
confidence or complacency in self ^ In, spite of 
temptations and weiakness, , when any, oppor- 
tunity ofF^ for confessing God, I fe^L sensibly 
strengthened ai^d emboldened; and the Lord 
often ^a^es my' ^t^exnpts fUS^ful > to, others, and 
CQQEifor<table tQ^my^Qlf. How wonderful, are his. 
ways; but still.the path pf duty in some things 
remains pncertaiti. 

. 29.. . Lstill ha(ve cause to bless God for 

his goodness to me. Since the 14th, he has 
blessed me with spiritual and temporal mercies. 
I desire to record his loving-kindness, for, alas ! 
without this, how prone am I to Jose the lively 
sense of his goodness. I can truly say, my com- 
munion is with the Father and with the Son* 
How delightful the prospect of being soon, for 
ever with the Lord. O what must be the full 
fruition of that beatificVision. 

31. Upon a review of this year, though 
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I have reaa<m to huntol my progreis has been 
tmall, my improvement almost indtsGernible ; 
yet^ after desiring that the Lord would search 
me, I have great cause to sing of mercy, and to 
stand amazed at ttie gocKin^ss el the Lord. Not 
only^ becaoae he hath spared me, but for sup- 
porting roe nnder many afflictions, comforting 
me in naany distresses, delivering me from many 
severe inmrd conflicts, and for refresbing me 
With the sweet consotetioBS of his Holy Spirit. 
He has lifted me above my spiriMal foes, which 
were at times ready to devour me$ and in tem- 
poral distresses, hus re^pc^itedty Wl^aght out deli- 
veranoes for me^ when I had reasoii to fear lest I 
should grieve his Spirit, by taking too much 
thought about them, i trust I can say, he knew 
that my intentions were right; but I erred in 
having too little fUth; and, Mltftbil-Ui^, was 
cumbered with what I ought to have committed 
to the Lord. O the long-suffering of Divine pa- 
tience. O the depth of redeeming love. I hai^e 
cause to say, ^* Bless the Lord, O my soul, and 
all that is within me, bless hia holy name."' 
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